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PEEFACE. 



The fonner part of this work gave the hiitoiy of the Israelites 

from the Gall of Abraham to the Building of Solomon's Temple : 

the present Tolmne continues the history to their return from 

the Babylonish Captiyity and the rebuilding of the Walls of 

Jerusalem under Nehemiah, and to the last of the Prophets ; 

thus bringing it down to the end of the Old Testament. An 

account is also giyen of the Prophets, their lives and -writings, 

taking them in the order of time, and following the opinion of 

able commentators upon questions of criticism and chronology : 

while to the history of the Jewish nation is added a short 

abstract of contemporary history, that the young reader may 

« 
compare the condition of the Israelites with that of the most 

&mous nations of antiquity, at the same period. 

The object which the writer has most earnestly in yiew haying 
been frilly explained in the pre&ce to the former part of this 
work, she has only to request the indulgence of the reader for 
its yery imperfect attainment : the task becomes more difficult 
as the history proceeds, and the events to be related are neces- 
sarily more complex, and more subject to critical and chrono- 
logical differences of opinion among the learned ; but the design 
of this work being only to prepare for the young a dear and 
continuous history of the Israehtish nation as recorded in the 
books of the Old Testament, doubtfrd criticisms have been as 
&r as possible avoided, and those authorities followed whose 
names stand high, and whose opinions upon the subjects upon 
which they treat have long been looked up to with respect. 



VI. FBEFAGE. 

In addition to the works referred to in the former part of this 
history, Bishop Lowth's '^Zeduret an Sehrew Paetry^* and 
Bishop Gray's " Ketf to the Old Testamewt^^ have been con- 
sulted in the lives of the Prophets. The writer has chiefly 
followed Dean Prideaux's '* Connexion of the Old and New Testa- 
ment** in what relates to the administrations of Ezra and Nehe- 
miah ; while she has continued to avail herself of " Dr, JahiCe 
Biblical Antiquities^* and of Dr. Kitto's highly instructive 
*^ Notes to the Pictorial SiblCy* which furnish many striking 
and important illustrations of Scripture drawn from the man- 
ners and customs of antiquity, and £rom the researches of 
modem travellers. These authorities are generally referred to 
where they are followed in the text, and the reader is requested 
to consult them on those points, which however interesting, 
the limited nature of the present work prevents the writer firom 
treating more at large. 

Edgbaston, Nov. l8t,^1854. 
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THE FOURTH PERIOD. 



CHAPTER I. 

SOLOMOIT's EEIGW, 7B0M THE BVILDTSa OP THE 

TEMPLE TO HIS DEATH. 

I. Kings ii. — xi. II. Chronicles vii. — ix. 

^ ^ At the close of the former part of the 
1005, history, we left Solomon at the height of 
worldly prosperity and power, after completing 
his great work, the building of the Temple of Je- 
rusalem. The countries conquered by his father 
David, had peaceably submitted to his sway ; no 
competitor since the death of Adonijah had dis- 
turbed his possession of the throne; the idol- 
atrous nations yet remaining in the land, were 
his submissive tributaries ; and his own people, 
happy in the blessings of his wise government, 
and proud of the fame and greatness of their 
monarch, were faithfully and devotedly attached 
to him. Moses had foret6ld that peace and 
prosperity would attend the Israelites so long as 
they were obedient to their Almighty Ruler, and 
abstained from idolatry. This was not only to 
reward and encourage them in the maintenance 
of their pure and exalted faith, but it was the 

B 
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surest means of teaching this faith to the heathen 
world : for it was the opinion of that age, that 
the greatness or weakness of a nation, proved the 
power or imbecility of their gods; and hence, the 
destruction of the Canaanites, and the settlement 
of the Israelites in their land, taught clearly, 
according to the ideas then prevalent, the vanity 
and false pretensions of those idol deities which 
had proved unable to protect their worshippers. 
Meanwhile, the prosperity of the Israelites de- 
pended as it had always done, upon their faith- 
fulness to God's holy law, and even the glory of 
Solomon departed, when he departed from his 
obedience to Jehovah. That it would be so, was 
a second time solemnly declared to this king by 
a vision, in the night after the dedication of the 
Temple. 

"And the Lord appeared to Solomon by night, 
and said unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and 
have chosen this place to myself for an house of 
sacrifice. If I shut up heaven that there be no 
rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the 
land, or if I send pestilence among my people ; 
if my people which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways: then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land. Now mine eyes shall be 
open, and mine ears attent unto the prayer that 
is made in this place. For now have I chosen 
and sanctified this house, that my name may be 
there for ever : and mine eyes and mine heart 
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shall be there perpetually. And as for thee, if 
thoa wilt walk before me, as David thy father 
walked, and do according to all that I have com- 
manded thee, and shalt observe my statutes and 
my judgments; then will I stablish the throne 
of thy kingdom, according as I have covenanted 
with David thy father, saying, there shall not 
fail thee a man to be a ruler in Israel. But if 
ye turn away, and forsake my statutes and my 
commandments, which I have set before you, 
and shall go and serve other gods and worship 
them ; then will I pluck them up by the roots 
out of my land which I have given them ; and 
this house which I have sanctified for my name, 
will I cast out of my sight, and will make it to 
be a proverb and a bye-word among all nations. 
And this ,house which is high shall be an 
astonishment to every one that passeth by it ; so 
that he shall say, why hath the Lord done thus 
unto this land, and unto this house ?" 

'* And it shall be answered, Because they for- 
sook the Lord God of their fathers, which 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, and laid 
hold on other gods and worshipped them, and 
served them : therefore hath he brought all this 
evil upon them." 

The early part of the reign of Solomon, was 
peaceful and happy : and if any further evidence 
had been wanting, to prove the immediate go- 
verilment of God over his chosen people, it was 
given in the unexampled success and glory of 
this and the preceding reign; traceably to no 
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cause but the blessing of Jehovah, bestowed, 
according to his promise, on a faithful king and 
people. 

The splendour of Solomon's court, the vast 
number of his officers and guards, the strangers 
who flocked to Jerusalem to be eye-witnesses of 
his greatness, and hear his wisdom, are all 
dwelt upon with pride by the Jewish historian 
Josephus: thirty oxen, and one hundred lambs 
were daily consumed by his household, " besides 
what were taken by hunting harts and buflaloes, 
and birds and fishes, which were brought to the 
king by foreign^s day by day." After the 
Temple was erected, Solomon built himself a 
palace in Jerusalem, of costly materials and 
elaborate workmanship, which was thirteen 
years in completing; because, as Josephus says, 
" he was not equally zealous in the building of 
this palace as he had been about the Temple :" 
he had also a magnificent throne of ivory over- 
laid with gold, with an ascent of six steps, on 
which stood twelve lions, six on each side. Be- 
sides adorning Jerusalem,. Solomon built many 
cities; "Tadmor in the Wilderness, (now Pal- 
myra,) Beth-horon the upper, and Beth-horon 
the nether, fenced cities with walls, gates, and 
bars." Tadmor became in later times the capital 
of an empire which, under Zenobia Queen of the 
East, bid defiance to the power of Rome, and 
whose gigantic ruins excite the admiration^ and 
astonishment of the modern traveller. Baalath, 
another of the store cities built by Solomon, is 
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supposed to be the same as Baalbec, situated at 
the foot of the Anti-Libanus mountains.''^ The 
ruins here are also gigantic, and though in both 
cities the columns and porticoes whose fragments 
are still to be seen, may be of a more recent 
date than the time of Solomon, yet there are 
foundations of huge stones, of a proportion so 
dissimilar to the architecture of the Greeks 
and Romans, that their construction has been 
considered to belong only to the wonders of 
Solomon's reign. Besides these cities, this mag- 
nificent monarch built or enlarged others ; some 
were called ' chariot cities,* and others * cities for 
his horsemen;' in them were kept fourteen hun- 
dred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen, 
with which he enhanced the splendour of his 
court, and added to the strength of his armies. 
But in this he violated the Law, as war chariots 
and horses were forbidden to be multiplied by 
Moses; probably as tending to excite in the 
minds of the people a love of military enterprize, 
which was expressly contrary to the designs of 
his institutions. 

Besides the presents he exacted from so many 
tributary nations, Solomon opened a new source 
of riches to himself and his people, by entering 
into the trade of Arabia and the East. Assisted 

* Whether Baalbec be, or be not, one of the cities built by 
Solomon ** in Lebanon," has long been, and still is a matter of 
dispute ; it must probably be left to conjecture, unless the great 
advanoe in the science of deciphering monumental inscriptions, 
should elucidate this, as it is doing other antiquarian difficulties. 
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by Hiram, king of Tyre, whose subjects the 
Phoenicians were the most renowned seamen of 
antiquity, he sent ships from Elath* and Ezion- 
geber, two towns situated at the north of the 
eastern gulf of the Bed Sea : these ships sailed 
to Tarshish, and are called the navy of Tarshish, 
which went out with the navy of Hiram, and 
returned every three years freighted with the 
rarest and most costly productions of Africa and 
India ; fine gold from Ophir and Tarshish,t and 

* Now Akaba. Eziongeber, afterwards Berenice, a little south 
of Akaba : not the Berenice biult by Ptolemy in Egypt. 

t OpUr and Tarshish. No places mentioned in the Sacred 
Writings haye been the subject of more discussion than these. 
It has been yariously contended that ' Tarshish' was Tartessus, 
an ancient settlement of the Phoenicians in Spain, near Gades, 
now Cadiz ; or the western trade generally; that it was Arabia — 
that it is a name for ships engaged in any distant traffic — or that 
it and Ophir are to be sought in India, or on the south-east 
coast of Afirica, below the Straits of Babelmandeb. Josephus 
considers Ophir to be the Aurea Chersonesvs, the peninsula of 
Malacca ; others have placed it in the Islands of Sumatra, or 
in Celebes, or in Ceylon. Another opinion howerer places Ophir 
at Sofala, on the coast of Africa, and this conclusion Jahn and 
several other authorities consider the most probable. Here all 
the productions mentioned as brought by the vessels of Solomon 
and Hiram are to be found, and the prevalence of monsoons, 
and other difficulties in navigation, with the slow progress of all 
voyagers in that age, together with the ruins of a great city near, 
seem to strengthen this supposition ; but the matter will never 
apparently be decided. Dr. Milman considers it most probable 
that Ophir was on the coast of A&ica, while Tarshish was the 
South of Spain, but that both the names were used with great 
latitude, similar to the terms East and West Indies, when first 
discovered. 
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Sliver, and precious stones, ivory, apes, and pea- 
cocks: besides spices and perfumes, and almu^ 
trees,* and whatever was most esteemed in that 
or the present age. So great indeed became the 
profusion of the precious metals, that " the king 
made silver in Jerusalem as stones, and cedar 
trees made he as the sycamore trees that are in 
the low plains in abundance," so that "silver 
was not any thing accounted of in the days of 
Solomon." If the riches and splendour of Solo- 
mon's court were the admiration of foreigners 
and the glory of his own people, not less was the 
wonder and respect felt for his extraordinary 
wisdom. Besides regulating with consummate 
address the vast affairs of his extensive empire, 
and establishing the most perfect order in every 
department of government, his knowledge of all 
the sciences then cultivated, surpassed that of 
his contemporaries. 

" And God gave Solomon wisdom and under- 
standing, exceeding much, and largeness of 
heart, even as the sand that is on the sea-shore. 
And Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of 
all the children of the East country, and all the 
wisdom of Egypt." "Also he spoke three thou- 
sand proverbs; and his songs were a thousand 

* Almug Trees. There is also much unoertaintj as to what 
these were : some suppose them to be a finer spedes of pine than 
anj grown in Judea, as the Piwus Deodara^ a beautiful and 
fragrant wood, well calculated for making musical instruments, 
which the Almug was chiefly used for; others consider the 
AlmHff to be the^ same as Bhony^ which abounds in the Philip- 
pine Isles, or merely a term comprehending any hard wood. 
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unci five : And he spoke of trees, from the cedar 
tree that is in Lebanon, even unto the hyssop 
that springeth out of the wall ; he spoke also of 
beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and 
of fishes." One singular instance of his skill in 
detecting truth is related by the sacred historian. 
Two women appeared before his tribunal with 
the following dispute : —each was the mother of 
an infant a few days old; they lived together 
alone in the same house, and slept in the same 
room : in the night one of the infants died, and 
the mother of the dead child took it and laid it 
by the side of the mother of the living child, 
whilst she slept, and carried away the living 
child, which she declared to be hers : " but when 
I considered in the morning," said the real 
mother, " behold it was not my son." 

" And the other woman said Nay ; but the 
living is my son, and the dead is thy son. And 
this said No ; but the dead is thy son, and the 
living is my son. Thus they spoke before the 
king. Then said the king, the one saith, this 
is my son that liveth, and thy son is the dead : 
and the other saith Nay ; but thy son is the 
dead, and my son is the living. And the king 
said, bring me a sword, and they brought a 
sword before the king. And the king said divide 
the living child in two, and give half to the one 
and half to the other." This command the real 
mother could not bear, and, as the king ex- 
pected, her feelings broke forth, and showed the 
genuine yearnings of nature : she cried out, " O, 



BEIOK 07 BOLOHOK. 9 

my lord, give hef the living child, and in no wise 
Blay it." But the other said, '' Let it be neither 
mine nor thine, bat divide it." 

Then the king answered and said to the first 
woman, •• Give her the living child, and in no 
wise slay it : she is the mother thereof." 

In the East, under governments where kings, 
armed with despotic authority, sit to judge 
causes, it is clear that the kind of wisdom here 
recorded must have been widely useful, and fully 
appreciated. Accordingly, we find that the 
fame of it spread beyond Judea, and ''there came 
of all people to hear the wisdom of Solomon." 
" And the Queen of Sheba heard of the fame of 
Solomon concerning the name of the Lord, and 
she came to prove him with hard questions.*^ 
And she came to Jerusalem with a very great 
train, with camels that bare spices, and very 
much gold, and precious stones : and when she 
was come to Solomon, she communed with him 
of all that was in her heart. And Solomon told 
her all her questions : there was not anything 
hid from the king that he told her not." " And 
when the Queen of Sheba had seen all Solo- 
mon's wisdom, and the house that he had built : 

* Tradition relates an amusing illustration of tho "hard 
questions" which the Queen asked Solomon. Two vases were 
placed upon a table, one containing real, tho other wax flowers, 
so admirably imitated from nature tlmt it seemed impossible 
to distinguish them. Without approaching near enough to 
smell them, Solomon was required to point out the real from 
tlio artificial flowers. He opened tho window, and watched 
which flowers attracted tho boon \^hich dew into tho room. 
C 
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and the meat of his table, and ihe sitting of his 
servants, and the attendance of his ministers, 
and their apparel, and his cup bearers, and his 
ascent by which he went up to the house of the 
Lord, there was no more spirit in her ; and she 
said to the king, it was a true report that I 
heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy 
wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the words 
until I came, and mine eyes had seen it ; and, 
behold, the half was not told me. Thy wisdom 
and thy prosperity exceedeth the fame which I 
heard. Happy are thy men, happy are these 
thy servants, which stand continually before 
thee, and that hear thy wisdom. Blessed be the 
Lord thy God, which delighted in thee, to set 
thee on the throne of Israel ; because the Lord 
loved Israel for ever, therefore made he thee 
king to do judgment and justice.'' 

'' And she gave the king an hundred and 
twenty talents of gold, and of spices very great 
store, and precious stones : there came no more 
such abundance of spices as these which the 
Queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon." 

Solomon in return gave presents to the Queen 
of equal magnificence ; and she and her servants 
departed well pleased to their own country.* 

The wisdom of this great king was, however, 
insufficient to guard him from the temptations 
incident to unbounded power, and to constant 
self-gratification unrestrained. In the latter 

* Sheha, situated in the south of Arabia, in the part now 
called Arabia Felix. . 
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years of his life he forsook the laws of Moses, 
Besides the daughter of Pharaoh^ king of Egypt, 
he took many wives from among the idolatrous 
nations round, and allowed these to introduce 
t^e worship of their heathen gods into the very 
precincts of Jerusalem. On the Mount of 
Olives, in full view of the glorious temple of the 
one Lord of heaven and earth, was erected a 
high place for *'Chemosh, the abomination of 
Moab,"* and another for " Moloch (or Milcom), 
the abomination of the children of Ammon ;" 
and in their debasing worship did Solomon join 
with his strange wives. Immediately the anger 
of the Lord was manifested, and the punish- 
ment of his sin denounced. God declared that 
the kingdom should be rent from Solomon, and 
given to his servant ; but for the sake of David, 
his father, one tribe should still remain to his 
descendants, and the division should not take 
place during Solomon's lifetime. But having 
broken the law on the observance of which his 
prosperity depended, the remaining years of his 
reign were disquieted with the murmurs of his 
people, and by foreign foes. Hadad, the £do- 
mite, excited revolts in Idumea; and Rezon, 
become by conquest king of Damascus, " ab- 

* Chemo3h ; it is uncertain what this idol was, some consider 
it the same as Baal JPeor, the Taxnmuz of the Syrians, and 
Adonis of the Greeks, and others, aa the Sun ; and others again, 
Ammon; and that this latter was the Egyptian deification of 
their earliest founder, JSCam^ on i. e., Ham, the Sun, On being the 
Egyptian name for the Swn. — See Calmetf and John's Biblical 
AnUquUies. 
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faonred Israel, and reigned over Syria," A yet 
more dangerous enemy to his throne was raised 
op in the person of Jeroboam, one of his mighty 
men of valour, to whom was foretold the future 
division of the kingdom. One day as Jeroboam 
went out of Jerusalem, the prophet, Ahijah, met 
him, and being alone with him in a field, he took 
from him his garment, which was new, and 
rending it into twelve pieces, gave Jeroboam 
back ten, saying, in like manner God would 
rend the kingdom of Judah, and Jeroboam 
should reign over ten of the tribes ; and if Jero- 
boam would do that which was right, and keep 
the statutes and commandments of the Lord, 
the Lord would be with him, as he had been 
with David, and establish him and his house 
upon the throne of Israel. When Solomon 
heard of the prophet's prediction, he sought to 
slay Jeroboam ; but Jeroboam fled into Egypt, 
where he remained until the death of Solomon. 

Unmoved to repentance by these repeated 
warnings, Solomon continued in his evil course. 
Not satisfied with his vast revenues, he op- 
pressed his people with heavy imposts to furnish 
means to support an excessive magnificence in 
his court, and the enormous expense of building 
new cities and palaces ; while he laid the founda- 
tion of future and far worse misery to the nation, 
by sanctioning the lowest and most revolting 
species of idolatry. At length he died unre- 
gretted, after a reign of forty years; in the 
early part, the most glorious of any king re- 
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corded in history; in the latter part, satiated 
with worldly pleasure, and deserted by God, 
whose pure laws he had violated, be proved the 
truth of his own sad aphorism, and experienced 
that even on a throne, when pleasure, not duty, 
is the end and aim of life, it shall prove but 
vanity and vexation of spirit. " Vanity of 
vanity, saith the preacher, all is vanity." 

The reign of Solomon closes for a time the 
flourishing era of the Hebrew nation ; and before 
commencing the history of its division and de- 
cline, it will be desirable to consider again the 
object of its peculiar institutions ; how far this 
object was secured by the glories of David and 
Solomon, and how we may expect it to be pre- 
served amidst the disasters of their successors. 

The selection of the Israelites, as a nation 
under the immediate Government of God, being 
intended to teach mankind the existence of an 
invisible Creator and Ruler of the Universe, it 
follows that we are to expect prosperity and suc- 
cess to attend them, only in proportion as they 
obeyed this fundamental law of their govern- 
ment. This principle was manifested in the vic- 
tories of David, and the glory of Solomon; when 
the Egyptian, Syrian, and Babylonian Kings 
were forced to acknowledge the weakness of their 
gods and the supremacy of Jehovah. When 
Solomon became idolatrous, his glory waned ; 
and though the royal house was not destroyed, 
its lustre was greatly diminished, and another 
kingdom was raised out of its ruins; but the 
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same promises and threatenings were held oat 
to the divided nation and its separate kings. 
Jeroboam, when chosen to goyem the Ten 
Tribes, was promised a long saccession of princes 
in his family, if he remained faithful to the reli- 
gions institutions of Mases ; and there is no 
doubt that, had he trusted in this promise, and 
governed as a faithful Israelite, he might have 
been the founder of a new dynasty, and the king- 
dom though divided, would have been equally 
prosperous. But the kings of Israel, instead of 
trusting in these promises, sought to widen the 
breach between the Tribes, by separating from 
the national worship of Jerusalem, and by so 
doing, they deprived themselves of the blessings 
attached to that worship exclusively. In exact 
proportion to the extent of this separation, and 
the excesses of their idolatry, was the severity of 
their punishment ; while a succession of prophets 
was raised up, the guardians of religion, and the 
witnesses of the Divine Will, who were ready to 
withstand the most despotic of their monarchs ; 
to warn the wicked, and assist the counsels and 
strengthen the arms of the righteous. These 
prophets may be considered as standing in the 
place of the ancient High Priests; they pro- 
claimed the Will of God ; they might be con- 
sulted on all occasions ; and they denounced the 
judgments about to fall upon either nation. 
Thus the government remained in every im- 
portant respect the same, and the vicissitudes 
which attended the two kingdoms were the most 
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striking lesson which could have been given to 
themselves, and through them to the world, of 
the sovereign power and watchful Providence of 
their Heavenly King. It was in fact, a progres- 
sive revelation, suited to the early state of the 
heathen world, and admirably adapted to meet 
the wants of a people like the Israelites. 



CHAPTER II. 

EEVOLT or THE TEN TEIBES. 

SEFABATION OE THE ElNaBOM OF ISBAEL UNDEB 

JEBOBOAM. 

I. Kings xii. ; II. Chronicles x. 

^ ^ On the death of Solomon, the Tribes as- 
975. sembled at Shechem to make Rehoboam, 
his son, king. Previous to acknowledging him 
for their sovereign, the nation demanded a pledge 
that the excessive burdens of the last reign should 
be removed, and the customary impost, which 
appears to have been increased by Solomon, les- 
sened. "Thy father made our yoke grievous," 
said the oppressed people ; " Now, therefore, 
make thou the grievous service of thy father 
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and his heavy yoke, which he put upon us, 
lighter, and we will serve thee." 

Rehoboam demanded three days to consider 
his reply. He first wisely consulted with the old 
men who had stood before his father Solomon, 
and they advised him to return a conciliatory 
answer. " If thou wilt be a servant to this peo- 
ple this day, and wilt serve them, and answer 
them, and speak good words to them, then they 
will be thy servants for ever." He then turned 
to the young men his companions, and asked 
their advice. " What counsel give ye that we 
may answer this people." 

And the young men that were grown up with 
him replied: 'Uhus shalt thou say unto them; 
my little finger shall be thicker than my father's 
loins. And now whereas my father did lade you 
with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke ; my 
father hath chastised you with whips, but I will 
chastise you with scorpions."* 

Rehoboam listened to the evil counsel of the 
young men, and when the people came to him 
the third day, he returned the haughty and im-* 
politic reply they had dictated. It proved the 
signal of revolt. A general murmur arose, and 
the people indignantly answered the king by 

* Scorpions, i.e. thongs set with* sharp iron points or nails, 
called by the Bomans SorriMlia, They were applied as a 
means of torturing only by those who had no relentings of heart, 
especially by cruel masters in the punishment of their slaves. 
The application of such an instrument in punishing was not 
sanctioned by the laws of Moses. Jahn^s Biblical AnHquities, 
under Corporeal Punishment. 
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throwing off their allegiance to his family. 
" What portion," they exclaimed, " have we in 
David ? Neither have we inheritance in the son 
of Jesse." They shoated the war cry of the 
nation ; " To your tents, O Israel ;" '* Now see 
to thine own house, David;" and, headed by 
Jeroboam, who had returned out of Egypt on 
the death of Solomon, the Israelites of all the 
Tribes, excepting Judah and Benjamin, departed 
to their tents, and refused to receive Rehoboam 
as their king. 

Thus was fulfilled the word of the Lord, 
spoken to Solomon on his turning to idolatry. 
The kingdom was rent, though not entirely taken 
away from the family of David ; its territory 
was lessened ; but enough still remained to form 
a powerful monarchy, if governed by kings obe- 
dient to the law. 

Jeroboam was chosen king by the Ten Tribes 
to the North and East, leaving to Rehoboam 
only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, fre-* 
quently called One Tribe, from Jerusalem being 
situated partly in both; also the Levites, who 
forsook their cities and their right to the tenth 
of the produce of the soil, and, true to their 
faith, quitted the idolatrous kingdom of Jero- 
boam, and settled in Judah. The Priestly fami- 
lies were already established in the tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin, their cities being origi- 
nally assigned them within an easy distance from 
the Temple. The noble fidelity and disinterested 
zeal of the Levites prove them not to have 
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degenerated from their ancestors ; and we shall 
better appreciate its value if we consider that 
Jeroboam would gladly have granted them all 
or more than their ancient privileges, if they 
would have remained in his kingdom, and con- 
formed to his worship of the Golden Calves. 
Besides the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
Rehoboam had the countries of Edom and 
Philistia, (though these districts were often in 
revolt), making in all about a fourth part of the 
vast dominions of Solomon. 

The two kingdoms are henceforth called the 
kingdom of Judah, and the kingdom of Israel; 
their history becomes distinct, and to render each 
clear, and at the same time keep up the connec- 
tion between the two, we shall divide it into 
three periods or sections, as follows : 

The First Section takes up 91 years, and ends 
with the death of Ahaziah, king of Judah, and 
Jehoram, king of Israel, both slain on the 
same day by Jehu. 

The Second Section occupies 163 years, and 
ends with the captivity of the Ten Tribes, under 
Hosea, and the destruction of the kingdom of 
Israel. 

The Third Section, occupying 134 years,* con- 
tinues the history of the kingdom of Judah to 
the captivity at Babylon, under Zedekiah. (See 
Table.) 

In each of these Sections the history of the 
kings of Judah will first be given ; then that of 
the kings of Israel. By this arrangement we 
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hope to render the history of both kingdoms 
clear and distinct, with the assistance of the sub- 
joined Table, a reference to which will also show 
the Prophets living under each reign, and some 
important events in contemporary history. 

Note. — The dates of this Table have been carefully revised, and 
reference made to various authorities: but where these differ, the 
chronology of Archbishop Usher has been in almost all cases fol- 
lowed; this is in conformity with the chronology usually adopted 
by Biblical critics in England, and the same as in the Tables 
(with very slight exceptions) affixed to Arrowsmith's Biblical 
Atlas. 
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CHAPTER III. 

dV&DOM or judah/ eibst ssotiok. 

UHOBOAM IB TOBBISDXir TO ATTACK JBBOBOAM. 
TALLB IKTO IDOLATBT ; SHIBHAE KLSGt OF EGYPT 
nrYADBB JXrSXA. ABIJAM. ABA*B LOXTQ A3SJ} GOOD 
BBIGZT. 

I. Kings xii. xiy. zy. 

Thb first act of Rehoboam was to as« 

B. 0. 

975. semble an army, and prepare to invade 
the revolted kingdom of Israel. Bat the pro- 
phet Shemaiah was sent to command him to 
desiBt: Baying ''Thus saith the Lord, ye shall 
not go up, nor fight against your brethren the 
children of Israel: return every man to his 
house, for this thing is from me." Rehoboam 
and his people obeyed the prophet's injunction, 
and there was no open hostility between the 
kingdoms at this time ; but peace was not con- 
cluded, and the feeling of enmity and bitter re- 
sentment which remained unabated, broke out 
later, and *' there were wars between Jeroboam 
and Rehoboam continually." 

During the first three years of his reign, Re- 
hoboam followed the example of David, and 
adhered to the laws of Moses. The Priests and 
Levites, together with all such in the Ten 
IVibes of Israel) as set their hearts to seek the 
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Lord, came up to Jerusalem at the feasts to 
sacrifice. This greatly strengthened Rehoboam, 
and he built cities of defence, and fortified his 
strongholds, and placed in them experienced 
captains. But elated with his prosperity, he 
and his people soon forsook the law of God ; 
they built altars on every high hill, and followed 
the sins of the Canaanites, until in the fifth year 
of Rehoboam's reign, Shishak, or Sesac, king of 
Egypt, invaded his kingdom, as a chastisement 
for his disobedience. Shishak was probably in- 
stigated to make this attack by Jeroboam; he 
came out of Egypt with chariots and horsemen, 
and people without number ; he took all the 
fenced cities on his way, and marched towards 
Jerusalem. 

^' Then came Shemaiah the prophet to Reho- 
boam, and to the princes of Judah, that were 
gathered together to Jerusalem because of Shi- 
shak, and said unto them, ''Thussaith the Lord, 
ye have forsaken me, and therefore have I also 
left you in the hand of Shishak." 

Hereupon the princes of Israel and the king 
humbled themselves, and implored the forgive- 
ness of God for their transgressions, and en- 
treated that they might not be utterly abandoned; 
their repentance was mercifully accepted, and. 
the prophet was commanded to announce a re- 
mission of their punishment, "they were pro- 
mised deliverance from permanent subjection 
and the worst calamities of war : but, that they 
might know the difierence b^ing the service of 
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Jehovah which they forsook, and that of their 
heathen conquerors, they were told that they 
should be subdued by Shishak, and be his ser« 
vants. Accordingly, Shishak took Jerusalem, 
and plundered the Temple of the vast treasures 
laid up by Solomon: taking away with him 
amongst other spoil, the golden shields which 
that^magnificent king had placed there; Reho- 
boam caused shields of brass to be made in their 
stead, which the guards carried before him when 
he entered the Temple. ' 

After suffering this humiliation and loss from 
the army of Shishak, Rehoboam was permitted 
to regain much of his former power, *and the 
country prospered : he died after a reign of 
seventeen years, and was buried with funeral 
honours in the city of David, in the sepulchres of 
his ikthers,"*^ and ^^ Abijam his son reigned in his 
stead." 

t ABIJAM OB ABIJAH : BBIONS THBBB TBABS. 

^ ^ Thb reign of Abijam was short. As 
958. soon as he ascended the throne, Jeroboam, 

• Where it is said of a king, that " he was buried in the sepul- 
chres of his fathers," it impUes that he received the honours of 
a public funeral, which was not allowed to a wicked king. In 
this, the Israelites followed the customs of the Egyptians, who 
held a sort of judicial tribunal over the dead, weighed their good 
and bad qualities, and according as either predominated, their 
bodies were buried with funeral rites, or treated with contumely. 
Kings were by no means exempted firom this singular trial, 
t Called Abijam in Kings, and Abijah in Chronicles. 
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thinking to take advantage of the death of Reho- 
boam, and the accession of a yoang inexperienced 
prince, assembled a numerous army, and marched 
to attack him. Abijam could only oppose a very 
inferior force; but he trusted in the power of 
Jehovah, and firm in faith, went out to meet 
Jeroboam in Mount Ephraim. Before joining 
battle, the king of Judah upbraided Jeroboam 
with his revolt, and with his worship of the 
golden calves which this king had set up in 
Bethel . and Dan, and more especially with 
having cast out the true priests of the Lord, 
and allowed any man who chose, to consecrate 
himself lo the priestly office. To this bold re- 
monstrance, Jeroboam replied by commencing 
the engagement: he placed an ambush behind 
the army of Judah, and Abijam suddenly found 
himself attacked before and behind; his own 
forces being only half as numerous as those of 
Jeroboam. But the battle is not to the strong. 
Abijam was in this instance obedient, while 
Jeroboam was disobedient to the will of God, 
and to Abijam therefore was granted a complete 
victory. It proved decisive, and thus, says the 
sacred historian, "the children of Israel were 
brought under at this time, and the children of 
Judah prevailed, because they relied upon the 
Lord God of their fathers." Nothing could 
give a more striking proof of the continued in- 
terpositi^on of the Almighty in the government 
of these two kingdoms, than the success of 
Abijam, and the defeat of Jeroboam : the one, a 
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sovereign who had but jast monnted the throne, 
and could rabe an army comparatively small, 
while the other was an experienced king, and an 
able commander, with a well-disdplined and 
large army. There could be no doubt in the 
minds of the Israelites, taught as they were to 
see the interposition of God in all their national 
concerns, to what cause the victory was owing ; 
but the lesson was disregarded by both kings. 
Jeroboam continued the worship of the golden 
calves, and separated his people more and more 
from their brethren of Judah : while it is said of 
Abijam, that he walked in all the sins of his 
father, and his heart was not perfect with the 
Lord. 

Nothing further is recorded of Abijam's reign, 
except that he became mighty, and there was 
war between him and Jeroboam : he died at the 
end of three years, and was succeeded by his 
son. 

ASA BlllOirS 41 TEABS. 

J g " And Asa did that which was good and 
966. right in the eyes of the Lord his God ; For 
he took away the altars of the strange gods, and 
the high places, and brake down the images, and 
cut down the groves ; and commanded Judah to 
seek the Lord God of their fathers, and to do 
the law and the commandment. Also he took 
out of all the cities of Judah the high places and 
the images; and the kingdom was quiet before 
him." 
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'' And also Maachah his mother,* even her he 
removed from being qaeen, because she had 
made an idol in a grove : and Asa destroyed her 
idol, and burnt it by the brook Kedron."t 

The peace which Asa enjoyed lasted ten years, 
at the end of which time there came out against 
him " Zerah the Ethiopian, with a host of a 
thousand thousand, and three hundred chariots, 
and came unto Mareshah."j: 

Against this formidable array Asa went out, 
trusting to that power which had so often saved 
the Israelites from their most dreaded enemies. 

* Maachah was the grandmother of Abijam, being the most 
beloTod of Behoboam's wires, and the mother of Abijah. But 
she enjoyed the title and dignity of <* Song's Mother," a dignity 
of the first importance, conferred for life, and not necessarily on 
the wife or mother of the reigning king. Thus in 11. Chronicles 
xiii. 2, it is stated, when Abijah began his reign, that *'his 
mother's name also was Michaiah, the daughter of Uriel of 
Gibeah," although it before stated that he was the son of 
Maachah, (chap. xi. 20 — 22,) and that Behoboam had giyen him 
the preference over the children of his other wives. A dignity 
similar to that of King's Mother, exists in most Eastern king- 
doms. See on this subject CaJmety under the article Exng^i 
Mother^ from which the above explanation is taken. 
1 1. Kings IV. 
X The Gushites were nomade tribes, in very early time estab- 
lished in Arabia, from whence some emigrated to Africa, and 
conquered Ethiopia, now called Abyssinia. It is probable that 
both divisions of the Gushites were joined together in this expe- 
dition: the exact number is not necessarily to be understood 
here, though it is not incredible, if we consider the practice of 
nomade nations to assemble from all parts, every man with his 
own provisions for a certain number of days, and thus to join in 
overwhehning numbers for some marauding attack, or for pur- 
poses of vengeance. 
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Having assembled all the troops he could collect, 
he drew them up in order of battle in the valley 
of Zephathah, at Mareshah : and there before 
all his people, he invoked the divine assistance; — 
*' Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether 
with many, or with them that have no power; 
help us, Lord our God : for we rest on thee, 
and in thy name we go against this multitude : 
O Lord thou art our God : let not man prevail 
against thee." 

The faith of Asa was rewarded by a complete 
victory. The overwhelming host of the Ethio- 
pians fled; and the Israelites took many cities 
round, and returned laden with spoil, carrying 
away sheep and camels in abundance. 

Thus was again manifested the protecting 
power of Jehovah, in this deliverance of his 
people from the desolating inroad of the Ethio- 
pians, and to render the event yet more impress- 
ive on the triumphant return of Asa to Jerusa- 
lem, Azariah the prophet came forth to meet 
him, and addressed him in these words:— ''^ 

" Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and Benja- 
min ; The Lord is with you, while ye be with 
him ; and if ye seek him, he will be found of 
you ; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you." 
— ''Be ye strong therefore, and let not your 
hands be weak: for your work shall be re- 
warded/' 

Warned and encouraged by the exhortations 

* ijEariah, ion of Oded, called Oded in the 8th yene of the 
eame chapter. 



32 JXTDAH. 

of the prophet, Asa purified the land yet farther 
from idolatry, and restored the rites and sacri- 
fices which had been neglected ; for himself and 
his people he publicly entered into a solemn en- 
gagement to serve the Lord only, declaring that 
whosoever would not seek the Ood of Israel 
should be put to death, " Whether small or 
great ; whether man or woman." 

The piety of the king and his people was 
rewarded by a long period of peace and pros- 
perity. During these years of rest the historian 
has little to record, except the gradual improve- 
ment of the country, and the happiness enjoyed 
by the people. At length this state of peaceful 
security was disturbed by an act of aggression on 
the side of the rival kingdom of Israel. In the 
twenty-sixth year of Asa's reign, Baasha» king 
of Israel, came against Judah and built Ramah, 
a city on the frontier,* in order to prevent his 
subjects from going up to Jerusalem at the feasts, 
d,nd holding friendly intercourse with their 
brethren the subjects of Asa. 

To divert Baasha from his design of establish- 
ing himself in Ramah, Asa had recourse to the 
unworthy, and, in an Israelite, the unlawful 
expedient of inciting the king of Syria to attack 
him. Taking out of the Temple the treasures 

♦ Ch, ii. 16. " In the siw and MrUefh year of the reign 
of Asa" — it is enpposed to have been originally, "in the six 
and twentieth year of the reign of Asa," as Baasha died in the 
end of that year. — See Cdtmeit cmd other Commentators on this 
passcLge. 
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which yet remained there, he sent them to Ben- 
hadad, king of Damascus, and reminding him 
of the league which existed between them, and 
had also existed between their fathers, he prayed 
him to break his league with Baasha, king of 
Israel, and force him to depart out of Ramah by 
compelling him to defend his own kingdom. 
Benhadad accepted the presents, and agreed to 
do as Asa required. He dispatched an army 
against Baasha, who, as Asa anticipated, imme- 
diately withdrew his forces from Ramah, where- 
upon Asa marched against it, and took it; he 
carried away the stones and wood which had 
been prepared for its fortification, and 'built with 
them two other cities, Geba and Mizpah. 

Before Asa could reap all the advantages he 
expected from this, his insidious policy, the pro- 
phet Hanani was sent to reprove him for his 
sin, and announce its punishment. Because he 
had relied on the king of Syria and not on 
Jehovah, who had given him so signal a deliver- 
ance from the host of the Ethiopians, therefore, 
said the prophet, " from henceforth thou shalt 
have wars." Asa, like too many others, appears 
to have been injured by prosperity. Instead of 
confessing his error, and humbling himself 
before the. messenger of God, " he was wroth 
with the Seer, and put him in a prison house, 
for he was in a rage with him because of this 
thing." 

This act of daring impiety was followed by a 
change of conduct such as might be expected. 
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Asa oppressed many of the people, and being 
attacked at the close of his life with a painfal 
disease in his feet, he had recourse to persons 
styled physicians, but who in that age were 
mere pretenders to the art, whom it was impi- 
ous in an Israelite to consult, on account of 
their superstitious practices. To such impostors 
Asa addressed himself, rather than to the 
Priests and Levites, who were appointed by the 
law ; but these pretenders had no power to 
heal, and he died in the forty-first year of his 
reign, and was buried with magnificent funeral 
honours in the sepulchre he had made in the 
city of David. 

During his long reign Asa governed as a 
faithful Israelite, and may be regarded as a 
religious king, though his faith gave way in one 
instance to schemes of worldly policy, and his 
temper becoming irritable by disease, the last 
years of his reign were stained with some acts 
of injustice and cruelty; he repressed idolatry, 
the first duty of a king of Judah, and his reign 
was glorious. He was succeeded by his son 
Jehoshaphat. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

JEHOSHAFHAT SENDS TEAOHEBS OF THE LAW INTO ALL 
THE CITIES : MAKES A LEAGTTE WITH A^AB : IS 
DEFEATED WITH HIM AT BAMOTH-GILEAD : DIES 
ATTEB A GOOD BEIGN OE TWElTTT-PrVB YEABS. 

U. Chron. xTiii — ^xx. I. Kings xxii. 

Jbhoshaphat commenced his reign 
914. with vigour, and showed a zealous regard 
for the welfare of his people. He strengthened 
his kingdom by placing garrisons in the cities 
which his father, Asa, had taken from the kings 
of Israel, and in all the fortified towns through- 
oat hb dominions, and thus so effectually kept in 
check the Philistines and Arabians, whose hos- 
tility was ever ready to break out against Judah, 
when governed by a feeble or irreligious king, 
that they became his tributaries. Besides thus 
providing for the military defence of his king- 
dom Jehoshaphat sought to improve its internal 
condition, by regulating the administration of 
justice, and above all, by purifying the land from 
every vestige of idolatry. He caused the groves 
to be cut down, and the high places which still 
remained to be destroyed, and as a yet more 
certain way of rooting out these degrading 
superstitions, he formed a commission consisting 
of five Princes, two Priests, and nine Levites, 
and sent them through the cities of Judah, to 
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teach the people, and instruct them in the Book 
of the Law, a copy of which they carried with 
them. This ordonnance of Jehoshaphat is re- 
markable if we consider the time in which it was 
framed, as it is the earliest if not the only in- 
stance we have, of any means being taken for 
the instruction of the common people : this was 
indeed provided for by the Law of Moses, which 
commanded all the men of Israel to assemble at 
Jerusalem at the Feasts, when the Priests were 
to expound the Law to them : but when the Law 
itself was only partially obeyed, and many re- 
mained at home, but little attention would be 
given to its study ; whereas a royal commission 
taking up its residence in every city for the sole 
purpose of instructing the people, in it, must 
necessarily excite deeper interest and attention, 
and give an opportunity to the lowest and most 
ignorant to learn the religious duties to which 
they were especially called as the descendants of 
Abraham, and the chosen people of Jehovah. 

Jehoshaphat made other regulations for the 
government of his kingdom, equally wise and 
salutary. He set Judges in the land throughout 
all the fenced cities of Judah, city by city, and 
he said to the Judges, " Take heed what ye do : 
for ye judge not for man, but for the Lord, who 
is with you in the judgment. Wherefore now 
let the fear of the Lord be upon you : take heed 
and do it : for there is no iniquity with the Lord 
our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of 
gifts." 
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Besides these judges, who went at stated 
times through the land, Jehoshapihat established 
a permanent tribunal in Jerusalem, which met 
on their return, to consider and decide upon 
cases too diiBcuIt for their decision, which were 
thus settled by the united counsel of the most 
eminent men in the state. The High Priest was 
supreme judge in all cases which concerned reli- 
gion, and the chief of the tribe of Judah in all 
the king's matters. Thus the institutions of 
Samuel and David which had probably gone into 
disuse, were restored and enlarged to suit the 
wants of the nation, and the king travelled him- 
self into every district, and visited every city 
from Ephraim to Beersheba, to see that his 
edicts were observed, and the people obedient to 
the Law. Prosperity and peace were the reward 
of his wise government; the people increased 
rapidly in number and strength, and the nations 
round sought their friendship. " Also some of the 
Philistines brought Jehoshaphat presents, and 
tribute silver; and the Arabians brought him 
flocks, seven thousand seven hundred rams, and 
seven thousand seven hundred he-goats. And 
Jehoshaphat waxed great exceedingly." 

Although thus prepared by the strength of 
his cities and the good government of his people, 
to resist any attack from his enemies, Jehosha- 
phat loved peace, and sought no occasion of war 
with the neighbouring nations. He was the first 
king of Judah who made a treaty of peace with 
the rival kingdom of Israel, and it would have 
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been well had he only done this ; but he entered 
into a close alliance with the idolatrous house of 
Ahab, and married his eldest son Jehoram to a 
daughter of Jezebel. This alliance proved fatal to 
his family after his death, and filled the kingdom 
of Judah with bloodshed. Its first consequences 
were a presage of the future ills which arose 
from this ill-advised and dangerous union with a 
wicked king, and his yet worse queen. Going 
down to Samaria, Jehoshaphat was received by 
Ahab with every demonstration of respect and 
cordiality ; he ofiered sacrifices, and made feasts 
in his honour, and when they were thus full of 
peace and amity, and in all the warmth of their 
newly-formed friendship, Ahab asked Jehosha- 
phat to go with him against Ramoth-Gilead, a 
city lying on the borders of Gilead, which was a 
frequent subject of contest between the kings of 
Israel and Syria. It was now in the power of 
the Syrians, from whom Ahab desired to re-take 
it, and he thought it a favourable opportunity to 
attack it with the support of the army of 
Jehoshaphat. To this request the King of 
Judah too readily consented : he answered with 
unreflecting cordiality, " I am as thou art, and my 
people as thy people : and we will be with thee 
in the war." Soon however recollecting himself, 
he added, ** Enquire, I pray thee, at the word of 
the Lord to day." To satisfy Jehoshaphat, Ahab 
then pretended to consult the priests, but they 
were the priests and prophets of Baal, and they 
gave, as he expected, an answer which flattered 
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his wishes ; " Go up" they said, " for God will 
deliver it into the king's hand." The pious king 
of Judah was not deceived by their false pre- 
dictions, and he said to Ahab: ''Is there not here 
a prophet of the Lord besides, that we might 
enquire of him ?" 

"And the king of Israel said unto Jehosh- 
aphat, there is yet one man by whom we may 
enquire of the Lord; bat I hate him; for he 
never prophesied good unto me, but always evil : 
the same is Micaiah the son of Imla." Jehoeh- 
aphat persisted notwithstanding in his desire to 
consult a prophet of the Lord, and Ahab re- 
luctantly consented to send for Micaiah. While 
the messenger was gone in search of him, the 
false prophets continued their deceitful and flat- 
tering predictions, such as they knew would 
procure them the favour of Ahab. Adopting 
the symbolic style sometimes used by the true 
prophets, one of them attached horns of iron to 
his head, and said, "With these shalt thou 
push Syria until they be consumed. And all 
the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go up to 
Bamoth-gilead, and prosper : for the Lord shall 
deliver it into the hand of the king." 

Meanwhile the messenger who had been sent 
to seek Micaiah returned. On the way he 
sought to induce this true prophet to speak 
favourably to the king's wishes, telling him, the 
prophets had all declared good to the king, and 
praying him to speak good also. But Micaiah 
justly reproved the idle thought that his words 
were his own, and could be turned to suit his 
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own purposes. " As the Lord Uveth, he replied, 
even what my God saith, that will I speak." 

When he came in presence of the two kings, 
and was asked by Ahab, whether they should go 
up against Ramoth, or should forbear ; Mieaiah 
at first answered ironically in the flattering 
words which the other prophets had used, and 
bid him go up, and prosper; but when urged 
to give a true reply, in the name of the Lord, 
he thus spoke, ^'I did see all Israel scattered 
upon the mountains, as sheep that have no 
shepherd : and the Lord said, these have no 
master : let them return, therefore, every man 
to his house in peace :" a clear intimation to 
this infatuated king that he would be slain. 
Instead, however, of being warned by this fatal 
intimation, Ahab was filled with indignation 
against the faithful prophet, and said reproach- 
fully to Jehoshaphat, ^' Did I not tell thee that 
he would not prophecy good unto me, but evil ?" 
Mieaiah then went on to denounce the pre- 
tended predictions of the false prophets, as the 
words of a lying spirit which should entice 
Ahab to his destruction, when one of them, 
enraged at the bold rebuke, struck him on the 
cheek. So far from punishing the base offender, 
the king ordered Mieaiah to be put in prison, 
and there to be fed with the bread and water of 
afiliction until, as he scoffingly said, he should 
return in peace. Mieaiah calmly replied, " if 
thou certainly return in peace, then hath not 
the Lord spoken by me." 
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Notwithstanding this solemn warning, the 
two kings marched against the Syrians. Ahab 
laid aside his royal robes on the day of battle, 
and disguised himself as a common soldier. 
A vain precaution: he was mortally wounded 
by an arrow shot at random, and his army dis- 
persed, as the prophet had foretold. Jehoshaphat 
escaped, though with difficulty, as he was mis- 
taken for the king of Israel, whom the Syrian 
troops were commanded to single out and slay, 
and he returned in safety, but not with honour, 
to his own capital. His conduct was reproved by 
the prophet Jehu, son of Hanani, the Seer, who 
met him with this stern enquiry : " Shouldst thou 
help the ungodly, and love them that hate the 
Lord ?" Besides incurring this just admonition, 
Jehoshaphat suffered the natural consequences of 
his ill chosen alliance ; his defeat lowered him 
in the eyes of the neighbouring princes, who 
had before respected and feared him, and they 
formed a confederacy against him. The Moab- 
ites, Ammonites, and Edomites united their 
forces, and entered Judea by the side of the 
Dead Sea. Then Jehoshaphat set himself to 
seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast, and 
assembled the people. *' And Jehoshaphat stood 
in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in 
the house of the Lord, before the New Court, and 
said, ' O Lord God of our fathers, art not thou 
God in heaven ? and rulest not thou over all 
the kingdoms of the heathen ? and in thine 
hand is there not power and might, so that 
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none is able to withstand against thee? Art 
thou not our God, who didst drive out the in- 
habitants of this land before thy people Israel, 
and gavest it to the seed of Abraham, thy friend 
for ever ?' And they dwelt therein, and have 
built thee a sanctuary therein for thy name, say- 
ing, * If when evil cometh upon us, as the 
sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we 
stand before this house, and in thy presence (for 
thy name is in this house,) and cry unto thee in 
our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help.' 
And now, behold, the children of Seir, whom 
thou wouldst not let Israel invade, when thej 
came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned 
from them, and destroyed them not : behold, I 
say, how they reward us, to come to cast us out 
of thy possession, which thou hast given us to 
inherit. O our God, wilt thou not judge them? 
for we have no might against this great company 
that cometh against us ; neither know we what 
to do : but our eyes are upon thee." 

'' And all Judah stood before the Lord, with 
their little ones, their wives, and their children." 

The promise made to Solomon when the 
Temple was dedicated was now fulfilled, and 
the pious confidence of Jehoshaphat was re- 
warded. The spirit of the Lord came upon a 
Levite of the sons of Asaph, and he cried out in 
the midst of the congregation, " Thus saith the 
Lord unto you. Be not afraid nor dismayed by 
reason of this great multitude ; for the battle is 
not yours but God's." To-morrow go ye down 



JEHOSHAPHAT. 4S 

against them : behold they come up by the cliff 
of Ziz, and ye shall find them at the end of the 
brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel. Ye shall 
not need to fight in this battle : set yourselves, 
and stand still, and see the salvation of the 
Lord with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear 
not, nor be dismayed: to-morrow go ye out 
against them : for the Lord will be with you." 

Thus assured of the divine aid, Jehoshaphat 
led his people undismayed against the mighty 
host of the invaders ; but when in face of the 
enemy, instead of the usual preparations for a 
battle, the king after addressing his army, and 
repeating the promise of Jehovah to be their 
help, commanded the Levites to sound the hymn 
of thanksgiving, '' Praise the Lord, for his 
mercy endureth for ever;" and while they all 
joined in it with devout fervour, the hosts of the 
Moabites, Ammonites, and Edomites were sud- 
denly seized with the spirit of dissension, and 
tamed their arms against each other, and that 
without a single blow being struck by the Israel- 
ites, they were saved, and their enemies utterly 
destroyed by themselves. The plain was deserted, 
and the Israelites were three days in collecting 
the immense spoil of the hostile camps : they re- 
assembled on the fourth day in the valley of 
Berachah, (or blessing^) where they celebrated 
their victory, and then returned triumphant to 
Jerusalem. 

This signal defeat of his enemies, and the 
extraordinary circumstances which attended it. 
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restored the character of Jehoshaphat in the 
opinion of foreign nations, and the rest of bis 
reign was undistarbed by their attacks. He . 
however continued his unwise and forbidden 
intercourse with the kingdom of Israel, and 
made a treaty with Ahaziah, the son and sac- 
cessor of Ahab, the object of which was to trade 
down the Red Sea, as Solomon had done. But 
a prophet warned him that no enterprise under- 
taken with the idolatrous house of Ahab should 
succeed. "Because thou hast joined thyself 
with Ahaziah, the Lord hath broken thy works." 
" The ships proving too unwieldy for the naviga- 
tion of that dangerous sea, foundered, and were 
not able to go to Tarshish ;" and thus were his 
hopes of regaining the rich commerce of the 
East, frustrated. The following year, when 
Jehoram succeeded Ahaziah on the throne of 
Israel, Jehoshaphat made a league with him and 
the king of Edom, against the Moabites: the 
army of the three kings was nearly destroyed by 
drouth, but was relieved by the prophet Elisha, 
and gained a decisive victory : the particulars of 
this deliverance will be related at large in the 
account of the miracles of that prophet. 

Jehoshaphat died after a glorious and good 
reign of twenty-five years, and was buried with 
his fathers in the city of David. 

Jehoram his son, whom he bad four years be- 
fore associated with him in the government, 
reigned in his stead. 
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CHAPTER V. 

JEHOBAH SLAYS HIS BBSTHBEK. BSTOLT O? THE 
EBOMITSS. HTBOABS OF THE ABABIAKS USTD PHIL- 
ISTIKEB. DIES MISEBABIiY. AHAZIAH's SHOBT ATTB 
WIOIOSD BEIQK. BLAIK BY JEHU. 

II. Kings yiii. ix. 11. Chronicles xxi. xxii. 

Jehoshaphat was succeeded on the 

B. 0. 

889. throne by his eldest son Jeboram. This 
prince had married, as we have already noticed, 
Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, 
and the influence of this connexion 'was visible 
in the first act of the new king. He caused all 
his brethren, together with many of the princes 
of Israel to be slain: an inhuman and unpro- 
voked crime, as they made no attempt to seize 
the crown, or disturb the peace of the kingdom, 
but had severally received their inheritance, and 
been placed in possession of defenced cities in 
the days of their father. Jehoshaphat thus 
secured, as he thought, the throne to his eldest 
son, and at the same time provided a suitable 
maintenance for his younger children: a wise 
and just measure, but which was rendered un- 
availing by his uniting Jehoram in marriage 
with the cruel daughter of Jezebel. Athaliah 
next instigated her husband to depart from the 
worship of Jehovah, and establish idolatry by 
royal authority. The effect of this daring viola- 
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tion of the Law, npon the observance of which 
the prosperity of the kingdom depended, was 
instantly visible. The Edomites, who had been 
in sobjection to Judah since the time of David* 
threw off the yoke, and chose themselves a king: 
bereapon Jehoram with the well-disciplined 
troops of his father, going down to Zair to 
oppose them, was completely surrounded, and in 
the greatest peril; he extricated himself with 
dilScalty, and obtained a victory, bat conld not 
sabdae them, and the Edomites thus regained 
their independence, agreeably to the prophecy of 
Isaac, recorded in Genesis xxviii. 40^ " And it 
shall come to pass, when thou shalt have the do- 
minion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off 
thy neck/' At the same time, Libnah, a city of 
tbe Levites, refused to obey a king who had for- 
saken the worship of the true God, and thus was 
the kingdom once more a prey to civil strife. 

In the midst of Jehoram's weak and wicked 
career, there came a writing to him from the 
prophet Elijah,* warning him of the evils which 

* As the Prophet Elijah was translated to heaven ahont four 
jean befinre, it is supposed hj some commentators that bj an 
earij error Elijah was written in the text for Elisha) as there is 
nothing peculiarlj characteristic of Elijah in the letter itself; 
in some of the copies of Josephus the words 'for he was jet 
upon the earth,* are added, after saying the epistle was brought 
h> the king from EUjah, so that the error may be in assigning 
t6o aarlj a date to Elijah's translation to heaven : some imagine 
tbe letter was written by Elijah, and left by him to be delivered 
when the events happened which called for the reproof. See 
Noie in Jagephus; also Calmet, 
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would fall upon him, ^'because he had not 
walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat his father, 
nor in the ways of Asa, but in the way of the 
kings of Israel," and had forced his people into 
the sin of idolatry : it was foretold him that his 
kingdom, his wives, and his children would be- 
come a prey to the enemy, and that he himself 
should be smitten and die of a dreadful disease. 
The threatened punishment soon came. 

" Moreover the Lord stirred up against Jeho- 
ram the spirit of the Philistines, and of the 
Arabians, that were near the Ethiopians, and 
they came up into Judah, and brake into it, and 
carried away all the substance that was found in 
the king's house, and his sons also, and his 
wives; so that there was never a son left him, 
save Jehoahaz the youngest of his sons."* Not 
long after this disastrous incurdon of the Ara- 
bians, in which his kingdom was devastated and 
his family carried captive, Jehoram was struck 
with a painful and incurable disease^ which 
baffled all remedies, and carried him off in the 
fortieth year of his age, after a short and in- 
glorious reign of eight years, reckoned from the 
time of his admission to a share in the govern- 
ment by his father. He was interred in Jeru- 
salem, but was refused the customary honors of 
a royal burying : '' his people made no burning 
for him, like the burning of his fathers:" nor 
was his body deposited in the sepulchres of the^ 

* Jehoakaz^ alio caUed Ahaxiah and Axcuriah. 
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kings ; tbe Israelites following in tbis, as we have 
said, the customs of tbe Egyptians, who judged 
their kings after death, as well as the meanest of 
the people, and denied the honors of a pnblic 
faneral to those of their monarebs who had 
abased their power, and governed ill. In the 
expressive language of Scripture it is said, " Je- 
horam departed without being desired ;" he was 
the first of the line of David who established 
idolatry by royal authority, and who died an ob- 
ject of hatred and contempt alike to his enemies 
and his own subjects. 

On the death of Jehoram, " the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem made Ahaziah his youngest son, king 
in his stead : for the band of men that came with 
the Arabians to the camp, had slain all tbe 
eldest." Led by the example and advice of his 
mother Athaliah, '*he also walked in the ways of 
the house of Ahab : for his mother was his coun- 
sellor to do wickedly. Wherefore he did evil in 
the sight of the Lord like the bouse of Ahab : 
for they were his counsellors after the death of 
his father, to his destruction." It happened that 
at this time Jehoram, tb-e son of Ahab, king of 
Israel, having been wounded in a battle against 
the Syrians, retired to Jezreel to be healed of 
his wounds,, and thither Ahaziah went to see 
him. Whilst there, Jeha came against Jehoram, 
and both kings went out to meet him. The 
battle was lost; Jehoram was slain, and Aha- 
ziah fled and hid himself from the pursuit in 
Samaria : here, however, he was soon discovered. 
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broaght out, and ignominiously slain. His body 
was allowed the rights of burial, *' because said 
the people, he is the son (or descendant) of 
Jehoshaphat, who sought the Lord with all his 
heart." 

Thus miserably perished in one day both the 
kings of the rival houses of Judah and Israel. 
The family of David, seated on the throne of 
Judah, though often guilty of acts of sinful dis« 
obedience, was generally faithful to the covenant 
of Moses ; but after the union with the house 
of Ahab by the marriage of Jehoram with 
Athaliah, Judah also became idolatrous, and 
therefore fell under the punishment so repeat- 
edly denounced by the prophets against this sin. 
Having brought the history of Judah to this 
period, we shall now take up the history of the 
kings of Israel, and bring it down to the same 
date. 

This closes the First Section of the history of 
the kings of Judah. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

KINGDOM OF ISBAEL* IST SECTION. 

JEBOBOAM SETS UP THE GOLDEN CALVES AT BETHEI^ 
AND DAN. JEBOBOAH'S HAND WITHEEED. ALTEBA- 
TION IN THE LAWS. SICKNESS AND DEATH OE HIS 
SON ABIJAH: DEFEATED BY ABIJAM. 

JEBOBOAM BEIGNS 22 YEABS. 

I. Kings xii. — xiy. II. Chron. xiii. 

We have already related the early his- 
975! tory of Jeroboam, and his being chosen 
to punish the idolatry of Solomon, by dividing 
his vast kingdom, and drawing away the allegi- 
ance of Ten of the Tribes from his son, Reho- 
boam. When the ill-judged reply of this young 
and haughty prince completed the alienation of 
the people, at the very moment when they 
indignantly renounced their allegiance to the 
house of David, their separation was decided 
by the appearance of Jeroboam, who returned 
from Egypt, whither he had fled to avoid the 
resentment of Solomon. According to the pre- 
diction of the prophet Ahijah, the people unan- 
imously proclaimed Jeroboam king; and thus 
were the Ten revolted Tribes, formed into a dk- 
tinct kingdom, called henceforth the kingdom of 
Israel. When a new dynasty was raised to the 
throne of Israel in the person of Jeroboam, the 
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same promises were made to him which had 
been made to all the rulers of the chosen peo- 
ple ; these were success, and every national 
blessing, if the Laws of Moses were obeyed, 
and the worship of Jehovah maintained in its 
perfect purity : defeat, famine, and every national 
disaster, if the Laws of Moses were disobeyed, 
and idolatry suffered to prevail. Unwarned, or 
rather unimpressed by the warnings and exam- 
ple of former kings, Jeroboam disregarded the 
.conditions imposed, and consequently his family 
were destroyed, and the nation suffered the 
calamities of famine and defeat. 

When the division of the two kingdoms was 
finally settled, and Rehoboam had acquiesced in 
it by the prophet's command, Jeroboam assumed 
the ensigns of royalty, and fixed his residence 
at Shechem, a city which he built near Mount 
Ebal, in Ephraim. His first act was to alter 
the fundamental laws of Moses. Fearing lest 
the Israelites should be tempted to return to 
their allegiance to the kings of Judah, if they 
continued to go up to Jerusalem three times 
a year at the Feasts, he determined to prevent 
these meetings of his people with the people of 
Rehoboam, and to forbid all intercourse between 
them. For this purpose he caused two golden 
Calves to be molten and carved, in imitation of . 
the gods of Egypt; these he placed in tem- 
ples in the two cities of Bethel and Dan, the 
one to the south and the other to the north of 
his dominions, and hither he commanded all the 
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people to bring their offerings and come to 
worship, instead of going up to the Temple at 
Jerusalem. To render the separation more 
secure, he altered the time of the Feasts, and 
commanded the Feast of Tabernacles to be kept 
a month later, and the same with the rest which 
followed; while he artfully concealed the real 
idolatry of the act, by representing it only as a 
substitute for going to the Temple at Jerusalem, 
and not as intended to change the object, of their 
worship. Josephus gives a long address which 
Jeroboam made to the people, expressing his 
desire to relieve them from the fatigue of the 
long journey to Jerusalem, and from venturing 
into an enemy's city, and declaring that the 
Calves were dedicated to the same God as the 
Temple of Solomon, and that as Jehovah was 
present every where, he thought it better his 
people should go to worship Him in cities nearer 
their homes, and have priests frotn among them- 
selves, and not be obliged to have them from 
the Tribe of Levi. 

Thus artfully, but not as the wicked always 
think wisely, did Jeroboam lead his people into 
an act of direct disobedience to the Divine Will, 
under the specious pretext of consideration for 
their convenience and political necessity : but 
the sin was the same in the sight of God, how- 
ever plausibly defended, and the consequences 
were exactly what had been so often predicted 
by the Prophets —the ruin and final captivity of 
the people, and the destruction of Jeroboam and 
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his house. On the first sacrifice being Ofiered 
at Bethel, an awful warning was vouchsafed; 
but in vain. 

When Jeroboam had prepared every thing 
ready for the new worship, he assembled the 
people at Bethel, and taking upon himself the 
office of High Priest, he approached the Altar 
to offer incense; but at the very moment he 
was about to burn the incense, there came a 
man of God out of Judah, and cried against the 
altar, saying, 

" Thus saith the Lord ; Behold, a child shall 
be born unto the house of David, Josiah by 
name; and upon thee shall he offer the priests 
of the high places that burn incense upon thee, 
and men's bones shall be burnt upon thee." 

*' And he gave a sign the same day, saying : 
This is the sign which the Lord has spoken ; 
Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the ashes 
that are upon it shall be poured out." 

"And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam 
heard the saying of the man of God, which had 
cried against the altar in Bethel, that he put 
forth his hand from the altar, saying, Lay hold 
on him. And his hand which he put forth 
against him, dried up, so that he could not pull 
it in again to him. The altar also was rent, and 
the ashes poured out from the altar, according 
to the sign which the man of God had given by 
the word of the Lord." 

*' And the king answered and said unto thd 
man of God, entreat now the face of the Lord 

H 
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thy Ood, and pray for me, that my hand may 
be restored me again. And the man of God 
besought the Lord, and the king's hand was 
restored him again, and became as it was 
before." 

" And the king said unto the man of God, 
come home with me and refresh thyself, and I 
will give thee a reward." 

'^ And the man of God said anto the king, If 
thou wilt give me half thine house, I will not 
go in with thee, neither will I eat bread nor 
drink water in this place : For so was it charged 
me by the word of the Lord, saying. Eat no 
bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by the 
same way that thou earnest. So he went an- 
other way, and returned not by the way that he 
came to Bethel." 

It was in those times, and still continues to be 
in some countries, ja sign of peace and friendship 
to partake of the rites of hospitality ; therefore 
had the prophet accepted the offer of Jeroboam 
and gone and eaten at his table^ it would have 
been a public profession of respect and submis- 
sion from a true prophet, sent by God to de- 
nounce a flagrant act of impiety which Jeroboam 
was committing at that very time, and afterwards 
persisted in; whereas, by declaring in the hear- 
ing of all assembled, that he was forbidden to 
taste food or drink water in their city, the 
prophet expressed in the most striking manner, 
how utterly lost and unworthy of God's favor 
the people were become by their present idola- 
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trous worship. The condact of the prophets was 
as mach regarded as their words, because it was 
sometimes purposely commanded them, and then 
it was as significant as the message which they 
delivered. Repeated instances of this occur, par- 
ticularly in the later prophets Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel, and will explain what befel the prophet 
of Judah when he departed from his instruc- 
tions, and went to the house of a false prophet. 

There were present at the sacrifice at Bethel 
the sons of an old prophet who dwelt there. 
This prophet seems to have been like Balaam, 
a bad man, but inspired to prophecy on certain 
occasions, even against his own will, and who 
felt and dreaded the power of God, while in his 
heart he was a worldly-minded idolater. When 
his sons returned and rdated to him all that 
had occurred, how the king's hand had withered 
at the command of the prophet from Judah, and 
the altar was rent, — he no doubt feared the effect 
it would produce on the mind of Jeroboam ; but 
when his sons farther told him how the prophet 
had refused to remain, because he was com- 
manded to return without eating or drinking, he 
formed the wicked design of inducing the man 
of God to disobey this command, by which he 
would either bring destruction on himself, or, if 
unpunished, bring the divine authority of his 
message into doubt. Accordingly, he enquired 
of his sons which way the man of God went, 
and commanding them to saddle his ass, he 
mounted and followed after him. He found 
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him resting under an oak. '^ And he said unto 
him, art thou the man of God that earnest from 
Judah? And he said, I am. Then he said unto 
him, Come home with me, and eat bread. And 
he said, I may not return with thee, nor go in 
with thee: neither will I eat bread nor drink 
water with thee in this place: For it was said 
to me by the word of the Lord, Thou shalt eat 
no bread, nor drink water there, nor turn again 
to go by the way that thou camest." 

The wicked prophet then replied, ''I am a 
prophet also as thou art; and an angel spake 
unto me by the word of the Lord, saying, 
Bring him back with thee into thine house that 
he may eat bread and drink water." 

This was a falsehood: and the true prophet 
ought to have distrusted a wicked man and 
obeyed simply and exactly the command he had 
received, which he had no doubt the means of 
knowing was not revoked ; or, if he really 
doubted, he might have prayed for direction; 
but far from so doing, he assented without 
hesitation, and even with apparent willingness, 
and returned home with the false prophet, and 
did eat bread and drink water with him. Whilst 
they sat at table, " the word of the Lord came 
unto the prophet that brought him back: and 
he cried unto the man of God that came from 
Judah, saying. Thus saith the Lord, Forasmuch 
as thou hast disobeyed the mouth of the Lord, 
and hast not kept the commandment which the 
Lord thy God commanded thee: But camest 
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back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water in 
the place, of which the Lord did say to thee 
Eat no bread, and drink no water ; thy carcase 
shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy 
fathers/'* 

The punishment was speedily inflicted. After 
partaking of the meal, the prophet of Judah 
mounted his ass and set out on his return. 
*'And when he was gone, a lion met him by 
the way, and slew him: and his carcase was 
cast in the way, and the ass stood by it, the 
lion also stood by the carcase. And, behold, 
men passed by, and saw the carcase cast in the 
way, and the lion standing by the carcase : and 
they came and told it in the city where the old 
prophet dwelt." 

" And when the prophet that brought him 
back from the way, heard thereof, he said. It 
is the man of God, who was disobedient unto 
the word of the Lord." 

He then went and found the body of the 
prophet as was described: the lion had not 
eaten the carcase, nor had he torn the ass, which 
was standing unhurt by the side of the lion. 
The old prophet took up the body, and laid it 
upon his ass, and brought it back and buried it 
in the city of Bethel; and being awfully impressed 

* According to JosephuB, who gives a much more detailed 
account of the transaction, the announcement was made to the 
disobedient prophet of Judah, being a secret intimation of his 
punishment whilst in the act of transgressing, which agrees 
bttter with the rest of the circumstances. 
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with the troth of the prophet's mission and pre- 
diction, he commanded his sons to bory him 
when he died in the same graye, that when the 
time should come that the idolatry of the land 
should be punished, his bones and those of the 
prophet of Judah might not be distinguished 
from each other.* 

According to Josephus, the prophet of Bethel 
persuaded Jeroboam to disregard the miracle he 
had witnessed, and made use of the death of the 
disobedient prophet to throw suspicion on the 
authority of his message. He represented the 
rending of the altar as purely the effect of ac- 
cident, in consequence of its being newly con- 
structed, and urged the king to pay no regard 
to the denunciations of a man whose death, he 
said, was no doubt in consequence of his sins; 
so true is the description which the prophets 
give of this disobedient people, that *' Seeing, 
they should see and not believe, and hearing they 
should hear and not understand." Whether the 
evil counsel of the prophet of Bethel, or Jero- 
boam's own sinful and worldly character was the 
cause, it is certain he was not deterred from his 
idolatry, but continued the worship of the Calves, 
and even forcibly withheld his people from going 
up to the Temple at Jerusalem; he placed 
guards along the frontiers, and strictly forbad all 

*Iii anticipation of the sayage and degrading atrocities fi»- 
quentlj practised on the remains of enemies: when the dead 
bodies were often disinterred and treated with every barbazous 
indignity. 
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intercoarse with Judah. Those who remained 
faithful to their God removed into the dominions 
of Rehoboam, as did all the Levites; to supply 
whose place Jeroboam raised to the priesthood 
the lowest of the people, and thus the course of 
the two kingdoms became marked by the oppo- 
site virtues and vices of their kings. 

For some years no event is recorded in the 
history of Jeroboam; he pursued his wicked 
career apparently unchecked, but at length was 
overtaken by affliction; his son Abijah was 
seized with a dangerous illness, which baffled all 
remedies : when thus suffering the common lot of 
humanity, and a prey to anxiety and grief, Jero- 
boam felt the worthlessness of his idol deities, 
and to know the truth, had recourse to a prophet 
of Jehovah. Fearing however to consult him in 
his own person, he desired his wife to disguise 
herself, and go to Shiloh, where Ahijah the pro- 
phet dwelt, and in a feigned character ask him 
if their child would live? According to the 
manner of the east, she was to take a present in 
her hand, and the prophet being blind from age, 
it was hoped he would not discover the rank of 
the queen, and thus be deceived into giving a 
favourable answer : so inconsistent is the conduct 
of the wicked ! Jeroboam believed that Ahijah 
was a true prophet, able to foretel the fate of his 
sick child, and yet that he could be cheated and 
deceived like a common impostor. 

** And Jeroboam's wife did so, and arose, and 
went to Shiloh, and eame to the house of Ahijah. 
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Bat Ahijah could not see her ; for his eyes were 
set by reason of his age." 

" And the Lord said anto Ahijah, Behold the 
wife of Jeroboam cometh to ask a thing of thee 
for her son, for he is sick ; thas and thus shalt 
thou say unto her: for it shall be, when she 
cometh in, that she shall feign herself to be 
another woman. And it was so; when Ahijah 
heard the sound of her feet, as she came in at 
the door, that he said, Come in, thou wife of 
Jeroboam, why feignest thou to be another ? for 
I am sent to thee with heavy tidings.*' The 
tidings were the heaviest that could befal a 
father and a prince. After reproaching Jero- 
boam with the evil he had done above all that 
were before him in making molten images, and 
this when he knew he had been expressly raised 
to the throne to punish that very sin in Solomon, 
the prophet declared that for this transgression 
evil should come upon his house, and his child- 
ren should not inherit the throne of Israel, but 
should be destroyed, and cut off by a shameful 
and fearful death : '' Him that dieth of Jeroboam 
in the city shall the dogs eat, and him that dieth 
in the field shall the fowls of the air eat." The 
child who then lay sick would also die, but die 
in peace, and be mourned over, and buried in 
the sepulchre of his fathers, "because in him 
there was found some good things towards the 
Lord God of Israel." According to Jewish 
tradition this young prince had disapproved of 
the worship of the Calves, and had persuaded 
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his father to withdraw the guards stationed on the 
frontiers, to prevent the faithful Israelites from 
attending the Feasts of Jerusalem ; and because of 
this fidelity to Jehovah in the midst of an eyil 
house, he was saved by an early and honored 
death from the miseries which awaited his family. 

"And Jeroboam's wife arose, and departed, 
and came to Tirzah, and when she came to the 
threshold of the door, the child died ; And they 
buried him, and all Israel mourned for him, 
according to the word of the Lord, which he 
spake by the hand of his servant Ahijah the 
prophet." 

This afflictive chastisement failed to bring 
Jeroboam to repentance, and his next act was to 
attack Abijam, the young king of Judah, who 
had succeeded his father Rehoboam. He assem- 
bled the whole of his numerous forces, hoping to 
crush his inexperienced foe: but the attempt to 
destroy Abijam recoiled upon himself. Notwith- 
standing his well-disciplined army, and his skill 
as a commander, which he exerted so as to lay 
an ambush and completely surround his enemy, 
notwithstanding these apparent means of success, 
he was entirely defeated with an immense 
slaughter, as we have related under the reign of 
Abijam. The victory was so decisive, and the 
loss of Jeroboam so great, that it equalized the 
strength of the two kingdoms, and no further 
attempt was made by the Ten Tribes to subdue 
the smaller kingdom of Judah. After this dis- 
astrous defeat, the remaining years of Jeroboam 



ISRAEL. 



are unmarked by any event of importance. He 
continued in the course of idolatry he had begun, 
and died in the second year of Asa, king of 
Judah, after a reign of twenty-two years. 



CHAPTER VII. 

kadab's shobt and wicked eeion. baasha's be- 

TOLT AKD BBIGK. ELAH. ZIMBl'S BBYOLT. OMItl. 
AHAB Aim HIS WIFE JEZEBEL IDOLATBOTTS. ELIJAH 
PBD BT BAVEKB. BAIBES THE WIDOW's BOK. 

I. Kings XV. — xvii. 

Jeroboam was succeeded on the throne 

B. 0. 

964. of Israel by his son Nadab, of whom 
nothing is recorded but that ''he did evil in 
the sight of the Lord, and walked in the way 
of his father, and in his sin wherewith he made 
Israel to sin :" he continued the worship of the 
golden calves, and the family of Jeroboam being 
hopelessly given up to idolatry, was removed, 
according to the prediction of the prophet. 
While at the siege of Gibbethon, a city of the 
Philistines, Baasha conspired against Nadab, 
and slew him. Baasha then mounted the throne, 
and put to death all the sons of Jeroboam ; and 
thus were fulfilled the words of the prophet, 
for according to the barbarous practice of that 
age, their bodies were left exposed, and Josephus 
relates that some of Jeroboam's kindred that 



BAASHA. OMBI. 63 

died in the city were torn to pieces and devoured 
by dogs, and others of them that died in the 
fields were torn and devoured by the fowls. 

Baasha reigned twenty-foar years : bat follow- 
ing the evil courses of Jeroboam and his son, 
he experienced the same fate; yet not before 
he had received a solemn warning from the 
prophet Jehu, who was sent to bring him to 
repentance. He made war upon Asa, king of 
Jndah, and besieged and took Ramah, a town 
on the frontiers, to the north of the tribe of 
Benjamin ; but before he had fortified it, he 
was forced to withdraw his troops and defend 
his kingdom from the attacks of the king of 
Damascus. He died soon after, and was suc- 
ceeded by his son Elah. 

Elah was slain in the second year of his reign 
by Zimri, the captain of his chariots, as he was 
feasting in his palace at Tirzah. His death was 
followed by the extirpation of all his family. 
Zimri quickly reaped the reward of his treachery. 
The troops which were encamped before a city 
of the Philistines, refused to acknowledge him 
for their king, and placing Omri at their head, 
marched to Tirzah, and took it. When Zimri 
saw that the city was taken, he went into the 
king's house, and burnt the king's house over 
him with fire. He died, having nominally 
reigned seven days. 

After a short struggle, Omri was acknow- 
ledged king by all the ten tribes: he reigned 
eleven years, six in ^Tirzah, and nearly six in 
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fcjamaria, unmarked by any event worthy of re- 
cord, except that he built the city of Samaria, 
and made it the seat of government. He was 
succeeded at his death by his son Ahab. 

J p Ahab reigned twenty-two years ; he was 
918. at once the weakest and most wicked of 
the kings of Israel : he continued the worship 
of the golden calves, and ''as if it had been a 
light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jero- 
boam the son of Nebat, he took to wife Jezebel, 
the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, 
and went and served Baal, and worshipped him." 
The worship of Baal was thus established by 
royal authority; Jezebel caused great numbers 
of the priests and prophets of the Lord to be 
slain, and chose others either of her own people 
or apostate Israelites, to serve in the temple 
which she erected to Baal in Samaria, where bis 
worship was rendered as attractive and gorgeous 
as possible. Ahab made no opposition to this 
flagrant violation of the national law; on the 
contrary, he readily followed all the suggestions 
of his queen, and had it not been for the bold 
remonstrances of the prophets, and the visible 
interposition of God by the miracles which they 
wrought, Israel must have sunk for ever into 
the lowest state of heathenism. But in propor- 
tion to the wickedness of the kings, was the 
boldness and authority of the prophets. Elijah 
arose in Israel; he sternly rebuked the daring 
impiety of Ahab and Jezebel, he reproved the 
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people for being led by their princes into re- 
bellion against Jehovah, and he gave support to 
those few righteous servants of the Lord who 
remained faithful amidst the general idolatry; 
when these efforts were ineffectual, the punish- 
ments foretold by Moses were denounced. 

''And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the 
inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, as the 
Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, 
there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but 
according to my word." 

Having delivered this message, Elijah was 
commanded to retire from the wrath of Ahab, 
and hide himself by the brook Cherith, a small 
mountain torrent that runs into the Jordan a 
few miles below Bethsan. Here he was mira* 
culously fed by ravens, who brought him food 
morning and evening, and he drank of the clear 
water of the brook. Meanwhile the drought 
which Elijah had predicted consumed the land : 
the early and the latter rain was staid, and the 
night dews fell not, and there was a dreadful 
dearth. 

i* And it came to pass after awhile, that the 
brook dried up, because there had been no rain 
in the land." 

'' And the word of the Lord came unto Elijah, 
saying, Arise, get thee to Zarephath*, which be- 
longeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I 
have commanded a widow woman there to sus- 

* Called Sarepta in Luke iy. 26. 
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taiii thee. So Elijah arose and went to Zare- 
phath. And when he came to the gate of the 
city, behold the widow woman was there gather- 
ing of sticks; and he called to her and siud. 
Fetch me, I pray thee^ a little water in a vessel, 
that I may drink." 

" And as she was going to fetch it, he called 
to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel 
of bread in thine hand. And she said, as the 
Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, bat a 
handfal of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a 
cruse, and behold I am gathering two sticks, that 
I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that 
we may eat it and die." 

" And Elijah said unto her, Fear not : go, and 
do as thou hast said; but make me thereof .a 
little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after 
make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith 
the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal 
shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil 
fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain 
upon the earth." 

"And she went and did according to the 
saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her 
house, did eat bread many days. And the barrel 
of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil 
fail, according to the word of the Lord, which 
he spoke by Elijah." 

Thus was the faith of the widow of Zarephath 
rewarded by the support of herself and family 
during the famine: but this was not all: her 
only son fell sick, and died. Overpowered with 



AHAB. 67 

grief, the poor mother appealed to the com- 
passion of the prophet, and according to the 
superstitious opinions of those and after times, 
expressed her fear that his holy presence had 
.caused her affliction as a punishment for her 
unworthiness. But the prophet had pity on 
her; and taking the dead body of her son in 
his arms, he carried it to his own chamber and 
laid it on his bed. 

''And he stretched himself upon the child 
three times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, 
O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child's 
soul come into him again." 

"And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; 
and the soul of the child came into him again, 
and he revived. And Elijah took the child, and 
brought him down out of the chamber into the 
house, and delivered him unto his mother : And 
Elijah said, 'See, thy son liveth.' And the 
woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that 
thou art a man of God, and that the word of 
the Lord in thy mouth is truth." 

While Elijah remained in security at Zare- 
phath, the drought prevailed in Israel, and herb- 
age and water could not be found for the king's 
horses. For three years and six months there 
bad been no rain ; the sky was as molten brass, 
the cattle perished, and there was a sore famine 
in Samaria. Ahab, unmoved to repentance by 
the suffering himself and his kingdom endured, 
impiously accused the prophet Elijah of being 
the cause of their misery, and sought him every- 
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where thronghont his domiiiions, bat without 
soeoess. At length God took compassion on 
the people, and Elijah was commanded to go 
and show himself to Ahab, and declare that rain 
should fall, and the dreadful drought cease. 
Immediately he left his retreat at Zarephath, 
and entering the kingdom of Israel, suddenly 
appeared before Obadiah, an officer high in the 
favour of Ahab, but who had nevertheless re- 
mained faithful to the worship of Jehovah. ** For 
it was so, when Jesebel cut off the prophets of 
the Lord that Obadiah took an hundred pro- 
phets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed 
them with bread and water." 

When Elijah met Obadiah, the latter was 
seeking over the whole land for water and g^rass 
for the king's cattle. Ahab and he had divided 
the land between them, to pass through it, and 
search for fountains and brooks, that all the 
mules and horses might not be lost. 

*'And as Obadiah was in the way, behold 
Elijah met him, and he knew him, and fell on 
his face, and said, Art thou that my lord Elijah? 
And he answered him, I am : go, tell thy lord, 
Behold, Elijah is here." 

^' And Obadiah said. What have I sinned, that 
thou woaldest deliver thy servant into the hand 
of Ahab, to slay me? As the Lord liveth, 
there is no nation or kingdom, whither my lord 
hath not sent to seek thee : and when he said. 
He is not there ; he took an oath of the kingdom 
and nation, that they found thee not. And now 
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thoQ sayest, Go, tell thy lord. Behold Elijah is 
here. And it shall come to pass, as soon as I 
am gone from thee, that the Spirit of the Lord 
shall carry thee whither I know not; and so 
when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find 
thee, he shall slay me: but I thy servant fear 
the Lord from my youth. Was it not told my 
lord, what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets 
of the Lord, how I hid an hundred men of the 
Lord's prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them 
with bread and water? And now thou sayest, 
60 tell thy lord, Behold Elijah is here and he 
shall slay me." 

Elijah reassured the faithful Obadiah, de- 
claring that he would certainly shew himself to 
the king that day ; on which Obadiah returned 
to Ahab, and brought him to meet the prophet 
whom he had so long sought for in yain : but 
his language plainly discovered the pride and 
obstinacy of his character. '^Art thou," he 
said on seeing Elijah, " art thou he that troubleth 
Israel?" 

The prophet's answer was a just rebuke to 
this impious king. " I have not troubled Israel ; 
but thou and thy father's house, in that ye have 
forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and 
thoa hast followed Baalim." 

Elijah then commanded Ahab to assemble 
on Mount Carmel all the Priests of Baal, four 
hundred and fifty in number, who all eat at 
Jezebel's table, (that is, were supported at her 
expense,) and he would there meet them, and 

K 
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prove before the king and people how weak and 
impotent were the idols they had chosen, and 
how mighty was that God whose worship they 
forsook. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

ELIJAH SIiAYS THE FBIESTS OF BAAXr : FLEES FBOM 
THE ANGEB OF JEZEBEL: IS OOMMAITDED TO AKOIKT 
HAZAEL, JEHU, AlTD ELISHA: BEimABAD MAKES 
WAB ITPOK AHAB. 

I. Elngs xviii. — ^zx. 

Mount Carmel, whither Elijah summoned the 
priests of Baal, is a lofty promontory, command- 
ing the fine bay of Acre, and the waters of the 
Mediterranean; at its foot runs the ri7er Kishon; 
its sides and summit were at that time verdant 
with groves, and forests, and interspersed with 
fertile valleys, affording the richest pastures, 
while the rocks contain several large caverns, 
which tradition assigns as the frequent abode of 
the prophet Elijah. Hither came the people of 
Israel, with their king Ahab, and the four hun- 
dred and fifty priests of Baal ; and here opposed 
to them stood the prophet Elijah, alone in the 
strength of Jehovah, to reprove and punish their 
idolatry. 
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'*And Elijah came unto all the people, and 
said. How long halt ye between two opinions? if 
the Lord be God, follow him : bat if Baal, then 
follow him. And the people answered him not 
a word." 

*' Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I 
only, remain a prophet of the Lord ; but Baal's 
prophets are four hundred and fifty men. Let 
them therefore give us two bullocks; and let 
them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut 
it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire 
under : and I will dress the other bullock, and 
lay it on wood, and put no fire under : And call 
ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on 
the name of the Lord: and the God that 
answereth by fire, let him be God." 

The people accepted the trial, and said, " It is 
well spoken." Then ^* Elijah said unto the pro- 
phets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for your- 
selves, and dress it first ; for ye are many ; and 
call on the names of your gods, but put no fire 
under." "And they took the bullock which 
was given them, and they dressed it, and called 
on the name of Baal from morning even until 
noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was 
no voice; nor any that answered. And they 
leaped upon the altar which was made." It was 
in vain, no answer of fire came. 

Then, with indignant scorn, Elijah mocked 
them, and said, "Cry aloud, for he is a god, 
either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is 
on a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and 
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must be awaked, and they cried aloud, and cut 
themselves after their manner with knives and 
lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them. 
And it came to pass, when mid-day was past, 
and they prophesied until the time of the offering 
of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither 
voice, nor any to answer, nor any that re- 
garded." 

Elijah now commanded the people to draw 
near, while he repaired the altar of the Loan 
that was broken down; and he took twelve 
stones, one for each tribe, and with these stones 
he built an altar in the name of the Lord, 
round which he made a deep trench. When he 
had put the wood in order, and cut the bullock 
in pieces, and laid it on the wood, he desired the 
people to pour water over it, that they might 
more clearly see the miracle about to be 
wrought : and they poured water over it. *^ And 
he said, Do it a second time. And they did it a 
second time. And he said, Do it a third time. 
And they did it the third time. And the water 
ran round about the altar: and he filled the 
trench also with water." 

"And it came to pass at the time of the 
offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the 
prophet came near, and said; Lord God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this 
day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am 
thy servant, and that I have done all these 
things at thy word. Hear me, O Loan, hear 
me, that this people may know that thou art the 
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Lord Ood, and that thou hast turned their heart 
back again." . 

As Elijah ended this prayer, ^' the fire of the 
Lord* fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, 
and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and 
licked up the water that was in the trench. And 
when all the people saw it, they fell on their 
faces; and they said, the Lord, he is the Ood; 
the Lord, he is the God." 

According to the law, the punishment of the 
idolatrous priests followed. Elijah said unto the 
people, ** Take the prophets of Baal, let not one 
of them escape." And they took them ; and 
Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, 
and slew them there. After this act of necessary 
severity, the mercy of the Lord was manifested 
by a supply of rain. 

''And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat 
and drink : for there is a sound of abundance of 
rain." ''And Elijah went up to the top of 
Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the 
earth, and put his face between his knees. And 
said to his serrant, Go up now, look toward the 
sea. And he went up, and looked, and said. 
There is nothing. And Elijah said, Go up again 
seven times. And it came to pass at the seventh 
time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little 
cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand. And 
he said. Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy 
chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop 
thee not" 

* I/igbtnixig. 



74 ISRAEL. 

*' And it came to pass in the meanwhile, that 
the heaven was black with clouds and wind, and 
there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and 
went to Jezreel. And the hand of the Lobd was 
on Elijah ; and he girded up his loins, and ran 
before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel." 

Thus ended the drought, which had lasted 
three years and six months. Nothing proves 
more clearly the hardened pride and wickedness 
of Ahab and his queen Jezebel, than their con- 
tinued impenitence under so awful a proof of the 
divine displeasure. Far from humbling them- 
selves before God, Ahab remained cruel and 
idolatrous as he was before ; and Jezebel carried 
her daring impiety to such a height, as to threaten 
the life of Elijah, for having slain her priests. 
She sent a messenger nnto him, saying, " So let 
the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not 
thy life as the life of them, by to-morrow about 
this time." 

From the rage of this wicked queen Elijah 
fled into the kingdom of Judah, to Beersheba. 
There he left his servant, and going on a day's 
journey into the wilderness, he sat down under a 
juniper tree, and wearied in spirit with the long 
struggle he had borne, he prayed sorrowfully 
that he might die. "It is enough; now, O 
Lord, take away my life : for I am not better 
than my fathers." Faint and oppressed he lay 
down and slept. 

And as he lay and slept, "behold, an angel 
touched him, and said unto him. Arise and eat." 
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^'And he looked, and behold, there was a 
cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at 
bis head. And he did eat and drink, and laid 
bim down again." 

" And the Angel of the Lord came a second 
time and toached bim, an4 said, Arise and eat ; 
because the journey is too great for thee. And 
he arose and did eat and drink, and went in the 
strength of that meat forty days and forty nights, 
unto Horeb the mount of God." 

*^ And be came thither unto a cave, and lodged 
there : and behold the word of the Lord came 
to him : and he said unto him, What doest thou 
here, Elijah ?" 

'^And he said, I have been very jealous for 
the Lord God of hosts: for the children of 
Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down 
thy altars, and slain thy prophets with the 
sword ; and I, even I only, am left : and they 
seek my life, to take it away." 

'* And he said. Go forth, and stand upon the 
mount before the Lord. And, behold, the 
Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind 
rent the mountain, and brake in pieces the 
rocks before the Lord ; but the Lord was not 
in the wind : and after the wind an earthquake ; 
but the Lord was not in the earthquake: And 
after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was 
not in the fire: and after the fire a still small 
voice." 

^' And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he 
wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out. 
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and stood in the entering in of the cave. And 
behold, there came a voice nnto him, and said, 
What doest thou here, Elijah ?" 

*' And he said, I have been very jealous for 
the Lord God of hosts ; because the children of 
Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down 
thy altar, and slain thy prophets with the 
sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they 
seek my life to take it away.*' > 

" And the Lord said nnto him. Go, return on 
thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and 
when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king 
over Syria. And Jehu the son of Nimshi sbalt 
thou anoint to be king over Israel : and Elisha 
the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou 
anoint to be prophet in thy room. And it shall 
come to pass, that him that escapeth the sword 
of Hazael, shall Jehu slay: and him that es- 
capeth from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha 
slay. Tet I have left me seven thousand in 
Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto 
Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed 
him." 

Elijah, comforted and encouraged, returned to 
Israel. We have no account of the anointing of 
Hazaely nor was Jehu anointed until twenty-two 
years afterwards; the command being probably 
only prophetic, as regarded these two kings, to 
be accomplished in its due time: but Elisha, who. 
was to succeed Elijah as prophet, was imme- 
diately called to his sacred office. Elijah found 
him as he was ploughing, and passing by, cast 
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his mantle over him : this was an ancient manner 
of investing a person with a new dignity.* 
Haying taken leave of his parents^ Elisha 
offered a sacrifice of his oxen and instruments 
of husbandry, to which he invited the people; 
and thus bidding adieu to his former occupa- 
tions, he "went after Elijah, and ministered 
unto him." 

The next occurrence in the reign of Ahab is 
the unprovoked attack of Benhadad, king of 
Damascus, who sent him a haughty message, 
demanding that he should give him "his silver, 
and his gold, his wives and his children." To 
this insolent demand Ahab returned a meanly 
submissive answer, promising compliance. Ben- 
hadad hereupon sent again, and added to his 
former demand these yet more insulting con- 
ditions, " I will send, my servants unto thee to- 
morrow about this time, and they shall search 
thine house, and the houses of thy servants ; and 
it shall be, that whatsoever is pleasant in thine 
eyes, they shall put it in their hand, and take 
it away." 

On receiving this second embassy, Ahab called 
together the princes and laid it before them. 
With one consent they urged the king not to 
hearken to such humiliating terms, and the mes- 
sengers were dismissed with their first reply. 

• It i« now observed in Persia by the sect of the Sooffoos, 
whoso most celebrated teachei*s bequeath their mantle to thoir 
faTorite follower, whom they select as successor. — See Dr. Kido's 
noiee in loci. 

h 
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Benhadad immediately prepared to invade the 
country, and boasted that the dust of Samaria 
should not suffice for handfuls for his mighty 
host. But the prophet of the Lord came to 
Ahab, and bade him fear nothing, for that all 
this mighty host should be deliyered into his 
hand: Accordingly, the Syrian army was de- 
feated with great slaughter by a small body of 
Israelites, and their king Benhadad only saved 
himself by flight. The Syrians fled the country, 
but the prophet warned Ahab to keep prepared, 
as they would return the following year ; and so 
it was. For the next year the courtiers of Ben- 
hadad persuaded him that the gods of the Israel- 
ites were gods of the hills only, as the battle 
they lost was in a mountainous district, but that 
if they fought them in the plain, they should 
overcome them. Again, therefore Benhadad as- 
sembled an army, as numerous as the former 
one, and entered Israel. 

'' And there came a man of God, and spake 
unto the king of Israel, and said. Thus saith the 
Lord, Because the Syrians have said. The Lord 
is God of the hills, but he is not God of the 
vallies, therefore will I deliver all this great mul- 
titude into thine hand, and ye shall know that I 
am the Lord." The Syrians came to battle with 
the Israelites, and were totally routed. Ben- 
hadad fled to the city of Aphek, where he had 
no means of defence or escape. From hence he 
sent his servants in the guise of suppliants, 
dressed in sackcloth, with ropes round their 
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necks, to implore the conqueror to spare his life ; 
Ahab without asking counsel of the prophet, 
granted Benhadad easy terms, and permitted 
him to depart unhurt. For this Ahab was re- 
proved in the following manner. 

One of the sons of the prophets appeared be- 
fore him, wounded, and with ashes on his head, 
and said, " Thy servant went out into the midst 
of the battle ; and, behold, a man turned aside, 
and brought a man unto me, and said. Keep this 
man ; if by any means he is missing, then shall 
thy life be for his life, or else thou shalt pay a 
talent of silver. And as thy servant was busy 
here and there, he was gone. And the king of 
Israel said unto him, So shall thy judgment be ; 
thyself hast decided it." 

Then the prophet discovering himself to Ahab, 
reproved him for releasing Benhadad, whom the 
Lord had given into his hand to be punished for 
his crimes: and the king went to his house 
sorrowful and displeased. 



CHAPTER IX. 



^ABOTH S VINETAED. AHAB's DEATH. AHAZIAH. 
ELIJAH BESTBOTS THE EIFTIES. 

I. Kings xxi. xxii. II. Kings i. 

Auab's character partook largely of 

8i)9. the despotic temper usually found in 

Eastern monarcbs; accustomed to power, he 
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thought every opposition to his will a crime, and 
to have one wish ungratified was sufficient to 
embitter every other blessing he enjoyed. Near 
to his palace in Samaria, Naboth the Jezreelite 
had a small vineyard, which Ahab desired to 
possess, that he might make of it a garden of 
herbs. But it was contrary to the law of Moses, 
for an Israelite to part with his inheritance ; he 
could in no case sell it except for a term of 
years, to revert back to his family on the year of 
Jubilee: and even that was considered a dis- 
grace, only to be incurred when reduced to ex- 
treme poverty. Naboth therefore refused the 
king's offer of buying his vineyard with indig- 
nation. "The Lord forbid it me, that I should 
give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee." 

Unused to disappointment, the king returned 
to his house heavy and displeased: his palace, 
his gardens, all were distasteful to him, and he 
laid him down on his bed, and turned his face to 
the wall, and would eat no bread. 

When Jezebel saw him in this state and heard 
the cause, she reproached him, not for his sin in 
coveting the vineyard, but for his weakness in 
suffering any subject to withstand his will. 
" Dost thou govern the kingdom of Israel ?" she 
scornfully exclaimed, " Arise, and eat bread, and 
I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the 
Jesreelite." 

Now by the law of Moses the crime of blas- 
phemy was punished in an Israelite by the for- 
feiture of his inheritance to the king, if his guilt 
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were proved by two witnesses. Jezebel resolved 
to pervert this law to compass the destruction of 
Naboth; she wrote letters in Ahab's name to the 
elders in the city where Naboth lived, command- 
ing them to proclaim a fast and set Naboth in 
the midst, and then procure two false witnesses 
to swear that they had heard Naboth blaspheme 
God and the king. The iniquitous order was 
basely complied with. Naboth was accused by 
these false witnesses, condemned, and carried 
forth out of the city, and there stoned to death. 

Then Jezebel, rejoicing in the success of her 
wickedness, desired Ahab to arise, and take pos* 
session of the vineyard which Naboth had refused 
to give him for money, for he was dead. And 
Ahab without one feeling of remorse, rose up 
and went down joyfully to possess himself of the 
vineyard of the murdered Naboth. 

But there is One who sees and punishes the 
wickedness of kings. By God's command, the 
prophet Elijah went down to meet Ahab, and 
suddenly confronted the oppressor as he stood 
surveying his illgot vineyard. 

'^Uast thou killed?" he sternly demanded, 
'* and hast thou taken possession ? Thus saith 
the Lord, In the place where dogs licked the 
blood of Naboth, shall dogs lick thy blood, even 
thine. Him that dieth of Ahab in the city, the 
dogs shall eat, and him that dieth in the field, 
shall the fowls of the air eat;" intimating by this 
that they would die a violent death, and not re- 
ceive the rights of sepulture. 
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Besides declaring that the descendants of Ahab 
would be cat off, the prophet added, *' and dogs 
shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel." 

Terrified at this fearful denunciation, Ahab 
humbled himself this time before the Lord. He 
rent his clothes, and put on sack-cloth, and fasted, 
and went softly, and his repentance saved him 
from the immediate execution of the sentence. 
He was not deprived of the throne, and had he 
even then altered his course, he might perhaps 
have arrested the judgment altogether ; but he 
continued idolatrous, and there was none like 
Ahab " to work wickedness in the sight of the 
Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up." 

The circumstances which attended the death 
of Ahab have been already related in the history 
of Jehoshaphat. After a peace of three years 
with the king of Syria, Ahab took advantage of 
the friendly visit of Jehoshaphat to obtain his 
aid in making war upon Syria, in order to obtain 
possession of Ramoth-gilead, a town which was 
a frequent subject of quarrel between him and 
the kings of Damascus. The prophet Micaiah 
warned Ahab against the enterprize, and foretold 
his death in the battle ; but Ahab, as on former 
occasions, resisted the authority of the prophet, 
and endeavoured by an artifice to avoid the fate 
predicted. He disguised himself as a common 
soldier; but a Syrian archer drew a bow at a 
venture, and pierced him through the joints of 
his armour. Feeling himself mortally wounded, 
he commanded the driver of his chariot to carry 
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hiiD out of the battle ; his troops, left without a 
leader, were routed, and when evening put an 
end to the engagement, a proclamation com- 
manded the Israelites to disperse, every man to 
his city, and every man to his own country." 
Thus were the words of the prophet Micaiah 
fulfilled, ''and Israel was scattered upon the hills 
as sheep that have no shepherd. These have no 
master, let them return every man to his house 
in peace." 

Ahab died of his wound the evening after the 
battle. His chariot was washed at the pool of 
Samaria, and dogs licked his blood in the spot 
where they had licked the blood of the murdered 
Naboth. Thus died Ahab, the worst of the kings 
of Israel, who resisted during twenty-two years 
the exhortations of the prophets, and led his 
people into a degrading idolatry from which they 
never thoroughly departed, until they were at 
last carried captive to Nineveh. Ahab was suc- 
ceeded by his son, 

AHAZIAH: EEIGNS PAET OF 22 YEAES. 

AuAziAH followed the same evil courses 

B. 0. 

897. of sin and idolatry as his father. He 
made a league with Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, 
and they endeavoured to renew the traffic of 
Solomon to Ophir and Tarshish ; but their ships 
were broken, as we have related in the reign of 
Jehoshaphat, and the attempt failed. Also the 
Moabites rebelled against him: his short reign 
was unmarked by any important event, but the 
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following was the manner of his death. Hairing 
fallen through a lattice in his upper chamber, 
(which probably means from the latticed balcony, 
so common in Eastern houses, overlooking the 
inner court,) Ahaziah sent messengers to enquire 
of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron whether he 
should recover. On their way the messengers 
were met by Elijah, who commanded them to 
return to their master with these words ; '^ Is it 
because there is not a god in Israel, that thou 
sendest to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of 
Ekron? therefore thou shalt not come down 
from that bed on which thou art gone up, but 
shalt surely die." 

On returning and giving this message of 
death, the king fiercely demanded who it was 
that had sent it? and on the messengers saying, 
" He was an hairy man,* and girt with a girdle 
of leather about his loins," he instantly ex- 
claimed, " It is Elijah the Tishbite." But know- 
ing that it was the prophet of Jehovah, struck 
no awe into the hardened mind of this unbe- 
lieving prince, and he thought to treat him, as 
he could the pretended prophets of his idols. 
He commanded a captain to take fifty men, and 
bring Elijah to him by force. The captain and 
his men, equally idolatrous and disbelieving as 
their master, readily obeyed; and finding the 

* An hairy man, Le., wearing an hairy mantle, the humble 
dress which the prophets usuallj wore, and similar to the dress 
afterwards worn by John the Baptist. — See Note in the Pictorial 
Bible. 
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prophet seated on the saminit of a hill, called to 
him in a tone of insolent derision, " Thou man 
of God, the king hath said. Come down." Had 
Elijah obeyed such a command, the power of 
God would have seemed as nought in the eyes 
of the people, and as insufficient to protect his 
servant from the wrath of their king, therefore 
was he not permitted to obey. But ''Elijah 
answered and said to the captain of fifty. If I be 
a man of God, then let fire come down from 
heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And 
there came down fire from heaven, and con- 
sumed him and his fifty." 

Yet the king's heart was not affected ; he sent 
another captain with fifty men, who repeated the 
same command ; O man of God. thus hath the 
king said, Come down quickly." 

''And Elijah answered and said unto him, If 
I be a man of God let fire come down from 
heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty." And 
fire consumed these, as the former ones. 

Even this second proof of the utter nothing- 
ness of his power failed *to humble the heart of 
Ahaziah, and a third time he sent a captain with 
fifty men to bring Elijah by force into his pre- 
sence. But this captain believed in the power 
of God ; and when he came to the foot of the 
hill whereon Elijah was, he left his men there 
and went up alone, and came and fell on his 
knees before Elijah, and entreated him to spare 
his life, and the lives of the men that were with 

M 
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him, and consent to go with him to the king. 
Elijah hereupon was commanded to go down 
witfi him ; so he descended with the captain and 
went and stood before Ahaziah ; but it was only 
to repeat the sentence of death which he had 
before pronounced. "Forasmuch as thou hast 
sent messengers to enquire of Baal-zebnbthe god 
of Ekron,"**" is it because there is no God in Israel 
to enquire of his word ? therefore thou shalt not 
come down off that bed on which thou art gone 
up, but shalt surely die." 

Ahaziah died, and leaving no son, was suc- 
ceeded by his brother Jehoram. 

* BtKxl-zebub^ or Zord of Flies, There is some difficulty in de- 
termining the exact nature of this idol, whether like the Siercules 
Apomyus, or FUf-expetUng Sercules of the BomAns, and Jupiier 
Apomyus of the Eleans, he- was supposed to protect from these 
troublesome insects, or whether as ad insect*god himself, like 
tiie Scarabeus of the iQgyptians ; perhaps both, the insect being 
the symbol of the god. A silver coin, having a beetle figured on 
it, was found in a Phoenician island, and it is certain that the 
neighbourhood of Ekron was infested with a kind of fire-fly, 
whose sting caused great pain and inflammation, which renders 
it probable this idol might be a JUf^expelUng Baal, Insects in 
hot countries are no despicable foes to comfort and even life. — 
See Calmet, also Note in Fictorial Bible^ <^, 
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CHAPTER X. 

JEHOBAM. ELIJAH TBAKBLATED TO HEAVEN. ELISHA 
DIVIDES THE JOEDAN : HEALS THE WATEBS : BTJP- 
FLIES THE ABMIES OF JEHOBAH AITD JEHOSHA- 
PHAT WITH WATEE: MrLTIPLIES THE WIDOW'S 
OIL: BAISES THE SHTJITAMITE'S BOIT: HEALS THE 
DEADLY POTTAGE, 

n. Kings ii. — W, 

Jbhoram, the second son of Ahab, 

B. C. . 

896. reigned twelve years: He put away the 
idol of Baal which his father had .made, but he 
did not restore Israel to the worship of Jehovah ; 
he was violent and despotic as his father and 
brother had been before him, and his reign is 
only interesting as the period in which were 
performed may of the miracles of Elisha, who 
succeeded at this time to the power of Elijah. 
When this great prophet knew that he was 
about to be taken from the earth, he sought to 
depart alone, and prayed Elisha that he would 
remain, first at Bethe], and then at the Jordan : 
but Elisha said, " As the Lord liveth, and as thy 
soul liveth, I will not leave thee/* When they 
came to the river Jordan, Elijah smote the 
waters with his mantle, and they divided hither 
and thither, so that they two went over on dry 
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ground. Arrived on the other side, and feeling 
his separation drawing near, Elijah said unto 
Elisha, " What shall I do for thee, before I be 
taken away from thee ?" 

**And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a doable 
portion of thy spirit be upon me." 

Now the gift of the spirit of God was not in 
the power of Elijah to bestow, but he gave 
Elisha a sign, by which he should know if his 
prayer were granted. "He replied, Thou hast 
asked a hard (a great) thing, nevertheless, if 
thou see me when I am taken from thee; it 
shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not 
be so." 

" And it came to pass, as they still went on 
and talked, that behold there appeared a chariot 
of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both 
asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind 
into heaven." 

*' And Elisha saw it, and he cried. My father, 
my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horse- 
men thereof, and he saw him no more." 

As the prophet ascended in the chariot of fire 
his mantle fell; and Elisha caught it up, and 
turning back and standing on the bank of the 
Jordan, now rolling onward in its usual course, 
he smote the waters with it, and cried, " Where 
is the Lord God of Elijah?" and immediately 
the waters divided as they had done before at 
the word of Elijah ; and Elisha knew that his 
prayer was granted, and that the spirit of the 
great prophet now rested upon him. Mean- 
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while a band of prophets watched at a distance 
all that occurred, and seeing the miracle hastened 
forward to meet him, and bowing themselves to 
the ground, they received him in the room of 
Elijah. They urgently entreated to be sent in 
quest of Elijah, but Elisha forbade them, until 
at length, yielding to their ttntrusting importu- 
nity, he permitted them to go : their search was 
oC course fruitless, and when they returned at 
the end of three days, he calmly reproved their 
nnbelief, saying, ^ Did I not say unto you, Go 
not." 

The first miracle of Elisha, was an act of 
public utility, well calculated to confirm his au- 
thority in the minds of his own order. The city 
where the prophets dwelt was pleasant, but the 
water was brackish, and the country round barren 
in consequence ; of this they complained to Eli- 
sha, who commanded them to bring him a new 
cruse, and put salt therein. They did so, and 
**he went forth unto the spring of the waters, 
and cast the salt in there, and said. Thus saith 
the Lord, I have healed these waters; there 
shall not be from thence any more death or 
barren land ;" and the waters from that time 
lost their deleterious quality, and the land be- 
came fruitful. 

Soon afterwards, as Elisha was passing from 
Jericho to Bethel, there issued forth from this 
city of idolatry a crowd of profane youths,* who 

* '^Idttle children'* in the text, but the term children is fre- 
quently used in the Bible to denote young men. Solomon, after 
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derided and mocked the prophet of the Lord, 
and bidding him "Go ap, go ap, thou bald- 
head/' alluding to the ascent of Elijah into hea- 
ven, at which they scoffed.** As the prophet 
turned indignant at these impious revilings, two 
bears came out of a wood near, and tore the 
scoffers, and thus dispersed and punished them. 

We now come to a series of miracles performed 
by Elisha, whose power seemed magnified, as if 
to put to greater shame an idolatrous people, who 
could witness them unmoved : the following are 
the most remarkable. 

ELISHA SUPPLIES THE ABIOES WITH WATEB. 

When the king of Moab heard of the death 
of Ahab, he thought it a favourable opportunity 
for throwing off the irksome yoke of subjection, 
and refused to pay the customary tribute of 

he had ascended the throne, thus speaks of himself in his prayer. 
" And now, O LosD my God, thou hast made thy servant king 
instead of Dayid my Father : I am hut a little child ; I know 
not how to go out or come in." In other places it stands for 
youth as opposed to age, hut hy no means for mere children. 
Ishmael is called a child, when sent forth with Hagar into the 
desert, yet he must then have heen seyenteen years old. In the 
present instance, it is evident these were youths, who weU knew 
the prophetic office of Elisha, and derided it, heing themselres 
worshippers of the G-olden Calves, if not of Baal, and therefore 
their punishment was called for, to vindicate the power and 
majesty of Jehovah, in his prophet, whom they purposdy and 
openly reviled. 

* " Said-head*^ — This was a reproach peculiarly opprobrious, 
because in the leprosy the hair fell off, and was in some < 
most easily detected by this appearance of baldness. 
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100,000 Iambs, and 100,000 rams with their 
wool. Jehoram resolved to bring him to sab- 
mission, and having obtained the alliance of the 
neighbouring king of Edom, and of Johosha- 
phat king of Judah, the three monarchs, with a 
powerful army, marched through Edom to the 
borders of Moab. Hither the Moabites came 
in great force to meet them, and the two armies 
encamped over against each other. Whilst thus 
in face of the enemy, the Israelites were exposed 
to an unexpected danger; after a seven days' 
march, "there was no water for the host, nor 
for the cattle that followed them." To retire 
would have been certain defeat; yet to remain 
with a scanty supply of water was equally dis- 
astrous. In this emergency, the different cha- 
racters of the kings were displayed. ''Alas! 
that the Lord hath called these three kings 
together to deliver them into the hand of Moab," 
exclaimed the murmuring and idolatrous Jeho- 
ram. But Jehoshaphat said, '' Is there not here 
a prophet of the Lord, that we may enquire of 
the Lord by him ?" It was told the kings that 
£lisha was in the camp, and to him the three 
kings went. But when the prophet saw the 
wicked son of Ahab, he indignantly exclaimed 
"What have I to do with thee? Get thee to 
the prophets of thy father, and the prophets of 
thy mother." 

Tet for the sake of Jehoshaphat Elisha con- 
sented to ask counsel of the Lord. He desired 
a minstrel to be called, and as the minstrel 
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played, the prophetic spirit came upon him. He 
commanded ditches to be cut in the valley where 
the armies were encamped, and promised they 
should be filled with water, so that they and 
their cattle should drink, though they should 
see neither wind nor rain."*^ Nor was this all : 
the combined kings were promised a complete 
victory over the Moabites. Accordingly early 
the next day, as the believing Israelites were 
offering the morning sacrifice, water came down 
by the way of Edom, and filled all the trenches. 
As the sun shone upon it, the water appeared 
to the astonished Moabites on the other side as 
red as blood, and they hastily concluded that the 
enemy had smitten one another, and that the 
kings were slain: they shouted their war cry, 
* Now, Moab, to the spoil,' and ran tumultuoosly 
to the camp of the Iraelites : but instead of a 
weakened and dismayed host without leaders, 
they found the kings prepared for battle, and 
the whole army elated with the promise of 
victory. The Moabites, attacked in their turn, 
were completely routed: the country was laid 
waste, and the king of Moab after vainly trying 
to force his way through to the king of Edom, 
against whom he probably felt peculiar enmity 
as an ancient ally, performed one of those cruel 
rites to propitiate his gods, which renders idol- 

* To see imnd. « However strange this may sound to Europeans, 
it is only too applicable to the winds which blow over the 
Eastern deserts, which are loaded with sand, and may be seen 
approaching when miles distant. 
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atry so abhorrent to humanity. He took his 
eldest son, and sacrificed him for a burnt offer- 
ing on the wall in sight of the people. This 
atrocious act caused general indignation, and 
availed nothing: the Moabites were subdued, 
and the kings of Israel and Judah returned vic- 
torious from the war. 

THE widow's oil MULTIPLIED. 

A poor widow of one of the prophets, appealed 
to the compassion and power of Elisha to save 
her sons from being taken as bondsmen, to pay 
a hard creditor. According to the law of Moses, 
bondage for a certain limited time could be en- 
forced in payment of a debt, though permanent 
slavery in an Israelite was forbidden, and pro- 
vided against by the recurrence every fifty years 
of the Jubilee, when all slaves were released, 
and the land returned to every family it of right 
belonged to. But supposing the year of Jubilee 
were not at hand, there was time for much 
private distress, and . for many years of hard 
bondage, in which the debt had to be worked out 
in the service of the creditor. This seems to 
have been the case of the widow who applied for 
assistance to Elisha. She strengthened her 
appeal by reminding the prophet of the good 
character and piety of her husband, saying, 
'Hhou knowest, that thy servant did fear the 
Lord." Elisha, filled with compassion, replied ; 
" What shall I do for thee ? tell me, what hast 
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thou in the house ?" But the widow had parted 
with every thing valuable to pay her debt, for 
she answered; '* Thine handmaid hath not any 
thing in the house, save a pot of oil." Then he 
commanded her to go and borrow empty vessels 
from her neighbours, ' not a few,' and to bring 
them into her house, and to shut the door upon 
herself and her sons, and to pour oil into all the 
vessels, until they were filled. She did as Elisha 
commanded, and filled all the vessels with oil : 
then he said, " Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, 
and live thou and thy children of the rest." 

ELISHA BiJSES THE SHUKAMITE's HOIS. 

A rich woman of Shunem often prayed Elisha 
to come into her house, to eat and refresh him- 
self as he passed by ; and being filled with re- 
spect and reverence for the holy man of God, 
she proposed to her husband that they should 
make a little chamber on the wall, and set in it a 
bed, a table, a stool, and a candlestick, so that 
the prophet might always turn in thither when 
he passed near. The chamber was prepared 
accordingly, and the next time Elisha passed by, 
he entered and slept there. In the morning, he 
commanded his servant Gehazi to call the Shu- 
namite, that he might know what he should do 
for her, who had " been careful for him with all 
this care." But the woman wanted no recom- 
pence ; she and her husband were rich, and had 
acted with no view of self-interest, but only from 
a desire to show reverence to the prophet of God. 
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On fiEtrther enquiry, Elisha found that the 
Shunamite was childless : he then again sent for 
her, and foretold that at the same season the fol- 
lowing year she should embrace a son. 

The child was born, and the parents' happi- 
ness was complete; but when the boy was 
grown up, it happened one day that he went out 
to his father who was with the reapers, and was 
struck with a sun-stroke, and called out to his 
father, *'My head, my head:" he was taken in 
to his mother, aiid he sat on her knees till noon, 
and then died. When life was extinct, the 
mother carried the body into the little chamber 
of the prophet, and laid it on his bed, and then 
sent to her husband saying, **Send me I pray 
thee, one of the young men, and one of the asses, 
that I may run to the man of God, and come 
again." Her husband, not knowing what had 
occurred, and wondering at the request, asked 
wherefore she would go to him on that day, as 
it was neither new moon, nor the sabbath : but 
she only replied, *' it shall be well," and the ass 
being saddled, she mounted, and set off in haste. 
^^Driye, and go forward," she said to the servant, 
'' slack not thy riding for me, except I bid thee." 

In this manner they came to mount Carmel, 
where Elisha then was. He discerned them at a 
distance, and fearing some misfortune had be- 
fallen the Shunamite, he said to Gehazi his 
servani, run now I pray thee to meet her, and 
say untaher, is it well with thee ? is it well with 
thy husband ? is it well with thy child ? Gehazi 
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did as Elisha commanded: but the Shunamite 
could not tell her grief to him : she passed on 
till she came to the prophet, when throwing 
herself at his feet, she burst forth in all the 
bitterness of overpowering sorrow, ""Did I de- 
sire a son of my lord ? did I not say, do not 
deceive me ?" 

Elisha, deeply a£Pected, turned to his servant 
Gehazi, and said to him, "Gird up thy loins, 
take my staff in thine hand, and go thy way; if 
thou meet any man, salute him not : and if any 
salute thee, answer him not again : and lay my 
staff on the face of the child." Gehazi instantly 
departed, but the desolate mother still clung im- 
ploringly to the prophet, in whom alone she 
trusted; "as the Lord liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, I will not leave thee:" and Elisha rose, 
and followed her. 

Meanwhile Gehazi passed on before them, and 
entered the prophet's chamber, and laid his staff 
upon the face of the child : but there was neither 
voice nor hearing. He returned and met his 
master, saying, " The child is not awaked." 

Elisha then entered the house, and going alone 
into the chamber where the dead child lay, he 
shut the door, and prayed earnestly to the Lord 
to give him power to restore him to life. 

" And he went up, and lay upon the child, and 
put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes 
upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands; 
and he stretched himself upon the child; and 
the flesh of the child waxed warm." 
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'*Then he returned, and walked in the house 
to and fro ; and went up, and stretched himself 
upon him : and the child sneezed seven times, 
and the child opened his eyes. And he called 
Gehazi, and said. Call this Shunamite. So he 
called her. And when she was come in unto 
him, he said, Take up thy son." 

" Then she went in and fell at his feet, and 
bowed herself to the ground, and took up her 
son and went out." 

ELISHA HEALS THE DEADLY POTTAGE. 

During the time of a great dearth, Elisha 
commanded his servant to prepare a quantity of 
pottage for the sons of the prophets, who were 
with him. This was done, and one of the ser- 
vants went out into the field to gather herbs to 
put into it, and finding a wild vine, (most pro- 
bably the Colocynth, which is so called from its 
climbing stem, and from its leaves, resembling a 
vine,) he gathered a lap full of its wild gourds, 
and shred them into the pottage. When the 
men began to eat, the bitter acrid taste dis- 
covered the fatal mistake. Hereupon Elisha 
called for some meal, and casting it in, ordered 
the pottage to be poured out and given to the 
people ; which was done, and there was no harm 
found in it. 

ELTSHA MULTIPLIES THE LOAVES OP BBEAD. 

On another occasion, when Elisha received a 
present of the first-fruits, twenty loaves of bread, 
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and fall ears of corn in the husk, he commanded 
his servant to set it before the people : but the 
servant, surprized at the order, replied, ^'what, 
should I set this before an hundred men?" 
Elisha, however, repeated his command, saying, 
" Give the people, that they may eat ; for thus 
saith the Lord : They shall eat, and shall leave 
thereof. So he set it before the people, and 
they did eat, and did leave thereof, according to 
the word of the Lord." 



CHAPTER XI. 

JBLISHA's MIBA.OLES COKTIKinSD. 

naaman's lepeost. elisha causes ieok to swim. 

smites the SYBLOrS WITH BLINDNESS. SIEGE 01* 
SAMABIA. 

n. TTiTigs V. — ^vii 
naaman's lepeost cubed. 

Naaman was a captain in the army of the 
king of Syria, who had greatly distinguished 
himself in war, and stood high in his master's 
favor : but he was a leper.* In one of the fre- 

* A Leper, There are xnanj kinds of Leprosy, and all are 
not so fatally infectious as to prevent the person afflicted from 
holding intercourse with his fellow men. The disease stiU pre- 
vails in the East, but chiefly in situations where the air is moist, 
and in cases where the food is poor and lowering. 
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quent inroads of the Syrians into the land of 
Israel, a little maid had been carried captive, 
and now waited upon the wife of Naaman. She 
was treated with kindness, and appears to have 
been strongly attached to her mistress and her 
family; she sympathized deeply in the misfor- 
tune of her master, and expressed an earnest 
wish that Naaman were but in her own land, 
within reach of the healing power of Elisha: 
"Would that my lord were with the prophet 
that is in Samaria," she said, '*for he would 
recover him ot his leprosy." Her words were 
repeated to the king, and he eagerly seized upon 
any means which offered a chance of recovery to 
his favorite captain. He commanded Naaman to 
go into Israel, and he furnished him with 
a letter to the king, whose power he arrogantly 
or ignorantly believed to be unlimited, in which 
he haughtily desired him to heal his servant of 
his leprosy. Accordingly Naaman departed, 
famished with rich presents, such as befitted a 
person of his rank to give, in return for the 
blessing of restored health. But when he ar- 
rived at Samaria, and Jehoram read the letter of 
the Syrian monarch, the terrified king of Israel 
rent his clothes, and said, am I a God, to kill 
and to make alive, that this man doth send 
unto me to recover a man of his leprosy ? I 
pray you, see how he seeketh a quarrel against 
me. 

. When Elisha heard of the terror and distress 
of the feeble and idolatrous Jehoram, he sent 
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unto liim saying, "Wherefore hast thou rent 
thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he 
shall know that tj^ere is a prophet in Israel." 

"So Naaman came with his horses and with 
his chariot, and stood at the door of the house 
of Elisha. And Elisha sent a messenger unto 
him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan se^en 
times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, 
and thou shalt be clean." 

So simple a command, delivered without even 
seeing the object of it, astonished and displeased 
the Syrian noble; he thought himself despised, 
and trifled with, and that no cure could be 
wrought by merely washing in an insignificant 
stream. He angrily exclaimed, " Behold, I 
thought he will surely come out to me, and 
stand, i^nd call on the name of the Lord his 
God, and strike his hand over the place, and re- 
cover the leper.* Are not Abana and Pharpar, 
rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of 
Israel ? May I not wash in them and be clean ? 
So he turned and went away in a rage." 

" And his servants came near, and spake unto 
him, and said. My father, if the prophet had bid 
thee do some great thing, wouldst thou not have 

* This is probably the most ancient recorded instance of the 
superstitious idea of the healing power communicated by the 
touch, by striking or laying the hand over the patient :— in 
the East the notion still prevails, and a physician is sometimes 
expected to show his art by stroking his hand over the ailing 
part, and thus efiecting a cure. (See FieUmal Bible^ Hfote.) . 
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done it ? How much ratber then, when he suth 
to thee, Wash and be clean ?" 

This affectionate remonstrance subdaed Na- 
aman: he was persuaded to obey the prophet's 
command, and he went and dipped himself seven 
times in the river Jordan, and he was cured; 
'* his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little 
child, and he was clean." His joy and gratitude 
was great. ** And he returned to the man of God, 
he and all his company, and came and stood 
before him; and he said. Behold, now I know 
that there is no God in all the earth but in 
Israel: now therefore take a blessing of thy 
servant." But Elisha refused to receive any 
present. '*As the Lord liveth, before whom I 
stand, I will receive none," was his reply, and 
it was in vain that the grateful Syrian urged his 
request with the eager warmth of one who had 
just received the greatest blessing this life affords, 
that of health. 

On finding his entreaties unavailing, Naaman 
asked for two mules* burden of earth ; probably 
for the purpose of raising with it an altar to the 
God of Israel when in his own country, for he 
said, " I will henceforth offer neither burnt-offer- 
ing nor sacrifice unto other Gods, but unto the 
LoBD.* But as his post near the king of Syria's 

* There are other conjectiires as to the use which Naaman 

designed to make of this earth, but the connexion seems evi- 

denUy to imply it was to serre as an altar of sacrifice. Mahom- 

medans use earth for their ablutions, when water cannot be 

O 
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person, would oblige him to attend the monarch 
when he entered the temple of the god Rim- 
mon,* Naaman added, "In this thing the Lord 
pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth 
into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and 
he leaneth on my hand, and I bow myself in the 
house of Rimmon, when I bow myself in the 
house of Rimmon, the Lobd pardon thy servant 
in this thing." 

The prophet bade him go in peace, and Naa- 
man departed from him a little way. 

But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of 
God, said, " Behold, my master hath spared 
Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his 
hands that which he brought : but as the Lord 
liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat 
of him." 

So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when 
Naaman saw him running after him, he lighted 
down from the chariot to meet him, and said, 
Is it well ? 

" And he said. All is well. My master hath 
sent me, saying. Behold even now there be come 
to me from Mount Ephraim, two young men of 
the sons of the prophets: give them, I pray 

procured : — modem Jews eagerly desire to have a small quantity 
of the earth of Palestine buried with them, large barrels of 
which are annually exported for that purpose: but neither of 
these customs seems implied in the request of Naaman. 

* Bimmon, thought to be an idol of the Sun, under the simili- 
tude of an orb (or a pomegranate, as the word means pome- 
granate) surrounded by rays. 
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thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of 
garments." 

The grateful Syrian, who was glad of the 
opportunity thus offered, as he thought, of re- 
compensing Elisha, not only readily consented to 
his demand, but urged double the gift asked for 
upon Gahazi, and sent his servants back with 
him loaded with two talents of silver, besides the 
changes of garments. When Aey drew near 
his master's abode, the wicked servant took the 
treasure from them, and hid it in a secret place, 
and then with the shameless boldness of har- 
dened guilt, he went in, and stood before his 
master. 

*' And Elisha said unto him, " Whence comest 
thou, Gehazi." Even this did not awaken re- 
morse, and Gehasi answered, '' Thy servant went 
no whither." 

Then said the prophet sternly, " Went not 
mine heart with thee, when the man turned 
again from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a 
time to receive garments, and olive-yards, and 
vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and men-ser- 
vants, and maid-servants ? The leprosy there- 
fore of Naaraan shall cleave unto thee, and unto 
thy seed for ever/' 

And Gehazi went out of the presence of 
Elisha, a leper as white as snow.* 

* Gehazi was seized with the same mitigated form of leprosy 
as Naaman had ; he was not driven out of sooioty as we hear of 
him some years after, relating the history of one of Elisha*s 
miracles to the king. 2 Kings yiii. 



104l ISSAEL. 

SLISHA CAUBETH IBOH TO SWIM. 

This was a miracle well calculated to impress 
the minds of the prophets, amongst whom Elisha 
generally resided. Finding their usual place of 
abode too confined and narrow for their increas- 
ing numbers, they entreated Elisha to permit 
them to remove to the Jordan, and there erect 
for themselves another habitation : he consented, 
and they went to the banks of the Jordan, and 
cut down wood for building their houses. But 
as one was falling a beam, the iron head of his 
axe fell into the water ; and he was much dis- 
tressed, because it was not his own. *' Alas, 
master, he said, for it was borrowed." Elisha 
cut a stick, and cast it into the river at the 
place where the axe fell, and it rose, and swam 
on the surface ; and the man put out his hand, 
and took it. 

ELISHA SMITES THE SYBIAKS WITH BLnTDKESS. 

In the war that was at this period carried on 
with few intermissions, between the king of 
Israel and the king of Syria, the latter found 
that he could lay no plans, and make no move- 
ments with his troops, which were not imme- 
diately known to his enemy : he therefore 
naturally enough concluded that his secret coun- 
sels were betrayed, and that the king of Israel 
had bribed one or more of his servants to reveal 
his designs. At this the heart of the king of 
Syria was sore troubled, and he called his 
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officers, and said, " Will ye not show me which 
of us is for the king of Israel." 

But the king's faithful servants repelled the 
charge with indignation : they declared it was 
not they, hut Elisha, the prophet of Israel, who 
revealed the secrets of their master, and could 
tell the king of Israel even the words which the 
Syrian monarch spoke in his bed-chamber. On 
hearing this the king of Syria, as a matter of 
coarse, dispatched a body of troops to seize the 
prophet, and bring him to him: not considering 
that the same divine power which enabled Elisha 
to know his most secret designs, could save him 
from his attempts to destroy him. The Syrian 
troops marched to Dothan, where the prophet 
then was, and with horses and chariots and a 
great host, encompassed the city by night. 

When in the morning the servant of Elisha 
saw the host surrounding the city, he was seized 
with terror, and said, " Alas, my master, how 
shall we do." But the prophet bade him fear 
not, for he said, *' They that be with us are 
more than they be against us." And Elisha 
prayed and said, " Lord, I pray thee open his 
eyes, that he may see. And the Lord opened 
the eyes of the young man ; and he saw, and 
behold the mountain was full of horses and 
chariots of fire round about Elisha." 

And the prophet prayed that the army of the 
Syrians might be smitten with blindness,'* so 

* Blindness — or such confusion of yision, that they did not 
see objects as they really were. 
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that they should not discern rightly the persons 
and objects which were before them. He then 
went himself, and offered to lead them to the 
prophet whom they sought : but he led them to 
Samaria. When arrived there in the midst of 
their enemies, he prayed that their eyes might 
be opened; that they might again see truly, and 
know the power which had subdued them : their 
eyes were opened ; they saw, and behold they 
were in the midst of Samaria. 

The king of Israel eagerly demanded leave to 
destroy the wretched Syrians ; " My father," he 
said, addressing the prophet, " shall I smite 
them, shall I smite them," repeating his demand 
in the cruel earnestness of his desire for ven- 
geance : but the prophet refused. " Thou shalt 
not smite them ; wouldst thou smite those whom 
thou hast taken captive with thy sword and with 
thy bow? Set bread and water before them, 
that they may eat and drink and go to their 
master." Accordingly, provisions were placed 
before the captive Syrians; and when they had 
eaten, they were peacefully dismissed, and re- 
turned to their master, to relate to him the 
humiliating history of their own weakness, and 
the power of the great prophet of Jehovah. 

THE SIEGE OE SAMAEIA. 

When the king of Syria found he could not 
deceive the king of Israel, by reason of the 
knowledge which Elisha had of his designs, he 
gave up all attempts to conquer him by strata- 
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gem, or by sadden and secret incursions, and 
resolved to make war openly with his whole 
force, and crush his enemy by the overpowering 
number of his troops. Accordingly, he entered 
the kingdom of Israel with so formidable a host, 
that Jehoram, not daring to encounter him in 
the field, shut himself up in the city of Samaria, 
whither Benhadad immediately followed, and 
besieged him. The art of attacking fortified 
towns was then but little understood : the usual 
method was to encamp round the walls, and by 
preventing any supplies of food from entering 
the city, reduce the place by famine. It was 
thus that the king of Syria laid siege to Samaria; 
and soon there prevailed so great a scarcity, that 
the most loathsome food was eaten by the 
wretched inhabitants, and meats forbidden by 
the law were bought at a higher price than. the 
richest luxuries at another time : an ass's head 
was sold for eighty pieces of silver, although the 
ass was an animal unclean by law; but the 
famine was so dreadful that every feeling was 
absorbed in the single one of intense, ravenous 
hunger. The king of Israel was afraid the peo- 
ple would revolt, and betray the city to the 
enemy, rather than endure the famine; and he 
went himself daily round the walls, to watch for 
and prevent treachery. One day as he was pass- 
ing along, a woman cried, " Help, my lord, 
king." At first, Jehoram was irritated, con- 
cluding she was going to ask him for food, and 
replied with bitter mockery, " If the Lord do 
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not help thee, whence shall I help thee ? out of 
the barn floor ? or out of the wine-press ?" Bat 
the woman did not seek food of the king, but 
related a tale of horror, which filled with despair 
even the hardened heart of Jehoram. She com- 
plained, that she had made a compact with 
another famished woman, that they should kill I 
and eat each her child — that the woman said, 
" Give thy son that we may eat him to-day, and 
we will eat my son to-morrow." " So we boiled 
my son, and did eat him ; and I said unto her 
on the next day. Give thy son, that we may eat ' 
him : and she hath hid her son :" this was her I 
dreadful tale. The king was struck with horror; 
but instead of humbling himself before God, 
and recognising, as he could scarcely fail to do. 
the fulfilment of the punishment threatened by 
Moses, in case of the nation becoming idolatrous, 
that ^^in the straitness of their sieges, they 
should eat their own children for food ;" — instead 
of seeing the hand of God in such unparalleled 
sufierings, the angry king denounced the prophet 
Elisha as the cause : — he tore his clothes, and 
cried out, '' God do so and more also to me, if 
the head of Elisha, the son of Shaphat, shall 
stand upon him this day :" and he sent a man 
instantly to execute the wicked command. But 
he had scarcely quitted the angry king, when, 
according to Josephus, he repented his intended 
crime, and followed to prevent it. Meanwhile, 
Elisha was seated in his house surrounded by 
the elders: before the messenger arrived, he in- 
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formed them of the king's order to slay him, and 
desired them to arrest the man at the door, and 
wait for the king's coming. When the king ar- 
rived, the prophet thus addressed him. "Thus 
saith the Lord, To-morrow about this time, shall 
a measure of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and 
two measures of barley for a shekel, in the gate 
of Samaria." The king heard the prophet's pre- 
diction in respectful silence, but such incredible 
plenty in so short a time, and in a city sur- 
rounded by the enemy, appeared impossible to 
one of his unbelieving lords, on whose hand he 
leant, and he answered sco£Sngly, " if the Lord 
would make windows in heaven might this thing 
be." Then said the prophet, '* Behold thou 
shalt see it with thine eyes, bat shalt not eat 
thereof." 

During the ensuing night, it happened that 
four lepers who were outside the gates, and 
whose wants were neglected to be supplied in a 
time of such sore distress, became so reckless of 
their lives by reason of the famine, that they 
resolved to leave the protection of the walls, and 
give themselves up to the enemy ; for, said they, 
" why sit we here until we die. If we say, we will 
enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, 
and we shall die there : and if we sit still here 
we shall die also. Now therefore come, and let 
as fall into the host of the Syrians : if they save 
us alive, we shall live, and if they kill us, we 
shall but die.'* Thus resolved, they rose up in 
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the twilight, and went towards the camp of the 
Syrians: but what was their astonishment to 
find it entirely deserted: the tents with their 
rich farniture were open, the horses and asses 
tied as usual for the uighj; ; arms and valuables 
scattered on the ground, but not a man was to 
be found ; everything bore the appearance of the 
army having taken to sudden flight: and such 
was the case. A report that the king of Egypt 
was marching against them with a great host 
had so terrified the Syrians, that they had fled 
panic-struck, leaving their camp a prey to the 
Israelites. The lepers satisfied their hunger, and 
carried off some of the spoil, and then went to 
the city, and told what they had seen : but their 
report was scarcely believed ; the king suspected 
it might only be a snare to draw him from the 
city, therefore he dispatched two men mounted 
on horseback, (for five chariot horses yet re- 
mained,) to go and see if it were really so; 
these went and followed the retreating host as 
far as the Jordan, and lo, all the way was full 
of garments and vessels which the Syrians had 
cast away in their haste. When the messengers 
returned with this confirmation of the lepers' 
account, the people rushed out of the city, eager 
to taste food, and share the spoil of their enemy ; 
and such plenty was found in the camp, that 
a measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel, 
and two measures of barley for a shekel, as the 
^prophet foretold. But the unbelieving lord who 
mocked at the prediction, saw it, but tasted 
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it not. Being appointed by the king to bave 
charge of tbe gate, tbe people in crowding 
througb, trode upon him, and be died. 

Thus was the word of Moses fulfilled; by 
*' famine, pestilence, and the sword,'' were the 
people punished for leaving the worship of Je- 
hovah, while the divine authority of his pro- 
phets was repeatedly and strikingly shown to 
both king and people. But they hardened their 
hearts, and ''chose darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil." 



CHAPTER XII. 

ELISHA 70BETELS TO HAZAEL THAT HE WILL BE 
VXSa OF BYBIA. A^OIKTB JEHU XIKO OF IftXABL. 
JEHU SLAYS JEHOBAM AJSTD AHAZIAH. 

n. BlingB viii — x. 

'' And Elisha came to Damascus : and 

B. C. 

885. Benhadad the king of Syria was sick, 
and it was told him saying, The mian of God is 
come hither. And the king said unto Hazael, 
Take a present in thine hand; and go, meet the 
man of God, and enquire of the Lord by him, 
saying. Shall I recover of this disease ?" 

When Hazael bore his master's message to 
Elisha, the prophet was greatly moved; for he 
knew that the man then before, him was ap- 
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pointed to be the instrument of inflicting the 
chastisements of God upon the people of Israel 
for their idolatry. He knew also, that the dis- 
ease of Benhadad was not mortal, but yet that he 
-would die, murdered by Hazael. When there- 
fore Hazael said to Elisha, " Thy son, Benhadad 
king of Syria, hath sent me to thee, saying, shall 
I recover of this disease V* He replied, " Go, say 
unto the king, Thou mayst certainly recover:" 
but, he added, '^ howbeit the Lord hath showed 
me that he shall surely die." While thus speak- 
ing, Elisha looked steadfastly in the face of 
Hazael, until conscience-stricken, and probably 
feeling that the prophet read his secret inten- 
tions, he was ashamed : And the man of God 
wept. And Hazael said, " Why weepest my 
lord?" Elisha answered, " Because I know the 
evil that thou wilt do unto the children of 
Israel: their strong holds wilt thou set on fire, 
and their young men wilt thou slay with the 
sword." Nor would he even spare the women 
and children in his vindictive warfare. Hazael, 
not yet hardened in cruelty, but only first lis- 
tening to the temptations of an unscrupulous 
ambition, could not believe that he should ever 
become so vile. " But what," he exclaimed, "is 
thy servant a dog that he should do this great 
thing?" Elisha could only answer, "The Lord 
hath showed me that thou shalt be king over 
Syria." 

With this announcement of his future great- 
ness, it might be expected that Hazael would 
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have been satisfied, and that he would have 
waited until the promised throne was vacant. 
But when did unprincipled ambition stop at any 
means by which it can more shortly attain its 
ends? Hazael returned to his master, and re- 
peated to him a part only of Elisha's words, 
saying, ^' He told me that thou shouldst surely 
recover," and the following day murdered him : 
*'And it came to pass on the morrow, that he took 
a thick cloth, and dipped it in water, and spread 
it on the king's face, so that he died.""*^ 

A warning to all who allow ambitious thoughts, 
and wishes for what is not lawfully their's, to 
possess their minds unchecked : many such, if 
told in the beginning of their career, of the 
deeds they would hereafter do, would exclaim 
with the terrified Syrian, " Is thy servant a dog, 
that he should do this great wickedness." 

On hearing of the death of Benhadad, the 
king of Israel thought it a favourable opportu- 
nity to renew the war against Syria : and accord- 
ingly, having obtained the assistance of Ahaziah, 
king of Judah, he marched to the attack of 
Ramoth, a city of Gilead, which he besieged and 
took. But whilst conducting the attack, he was 
wounded by an arrow shot from the walls : leav- 

* It appears probable that Benhadad was generally belieyed 
to hare died of his disease, as Josephns relates that both 
he and Hazael were highly regarded by their own subjects, 
and after their death, were both worshipped as gods, which is 
scarcely possible, eyen in that age, if one was known to be the 
murderer of the other. See Note on the Passage in Whuton*s 
Joeephtu, 
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ing therefore bis army under the command of 
Jehu, one of his chief captains, Jehoram re- 
turned to Jezreely to be healed of his wounds, 
purposing afterwards to renew the war : and 
hither Ahaziah, king of Judah, came to see him. 
But the sins of both these idolatrous kings had 
now reached their height, and Elisha was com* 
manded to anoint another king over Israel, who 
should execute the predicted punishment upon 
the house of Ahab. 

"And Elisha the prophet called one of the 
children of the prophets, and said unto him. 
Gird up thy loins, and take this box of oil in 
thine hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead : and when 
thou comest thither, look out there Jehu the son 
of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi, and go in,, and 
make him arise from among his brethren, and 
carry him to an inner chamber : Then take the 
box of oil, and pour it on his head, and say — 
Thus saith the Lord, I have anointed thee 
king over Israel. Then open the door, and flee, 
and tarry not." 

The young man did as Elisha commanded ; 
and when he came to Ramoth, he found all the 
captains of the host sitting together. Address- 
ing Jehu, he said, " I have an errand to thee, O 
Captain;'* upon which Jehu arose and went with 
him into the house, wiien the messenger poured 
the oil upon his head, and anointed him king 
over Israel, in the name of the Lord : this was 
all that the words of Elisha commanded, as they 
are recorded in the beginning of the 9th chapter 
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of tbe II. Kings ; but the young prophet added, 
that Jehu should smite the whole house of Ahab, 
to avenge the blood of the prophets slain by 
Jezebel, and he also repeated the fearful judg- 
ment pronounced by Elijah against that queen, 
'* dogs shall eat Jezebel in the portion of Jezreel, 
and there shall be none to bury her:" either 
this was a part of the prophet's message, or 
Jehu afterwards related it as such, to vindicate 
his cruel policy, as if he only acted under the 
divine authority of Elisha, and to fulfil Elijah's 
prediction. If the family of Ahab were all 
idolatrous, they would no doubt be included in 
the punishment of that sin; but as the Mosaic law 
expressly declared that children should not be 
judicially'' punished for the sins of their fathers, 
it seems more probable that Jehu put them to 
death, to serve a suspicious and vindictive policy, 
and then artfully referred his conduct to the duty 
and necessity he was under of fulfilling the 
commands of the prophet. When the messen- 
ger had anointed Jehu, he opened the door and 
fled. 

JNfo sooner was it known that Elisha had 
anointed Jehu, than he was instantly proclaimed 
king by the army, then encamped in Gilead. 
Taking prompt measures to prevent the news 
of what had passed from reaching Jehoram, 
Jehu mounted his chariot, and accompanied by 
a body of troops, he marched in haste to Jezreel, 
to' surprise the king before he could prepare for 
his defence. When the watchman on the tower 
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of Jezreel descried him coming, and his com- 
pany, he told the king, who ordered a horse- 
man to go forth and meet him, and asik, *' Is it 
peace." But when the horseman met Jehn, he 
replied, " What hast thou to do with peace : 
get thou behind me ;*' thus preventing the man 
from returning with intelligence of his designs. 
Then Jehoram sent a second horseman with 
the same enquiry. " Is it peace :" and to him 
Jehu gave the same reply, and detained him 
also. 

When the watchman saw that this second 
messenger did not return, while the troop of 
holrsemen continued to approach, he cried out 
in alarm to the king, '' He came even unto them, 
and Cometh not again :" and looking upon the 
advancing company, he recognised Jehu by a 
sign well known in those times ; '^ the driving is 
like the driving of Jehu, the son of Nimshi ; for 
he driveth furiously." 

The king now ordered his chariot to be made 
ready, and mounting it in haste, he went forth 
himself, and met Jehu in the portion of Naboth. 
To his question, " Is it peace, Jehu ?" — he was 
answered by reproaches, for all the wickedness 
of himself and his mother Jezebel; on which 
he hastily turned back his chariot, and called to 
the king of Judah, who had come forth with 
him, " there is treachery. Oh, Ahaziah :" he 
sought to save himself by flight, but in vain. 
Jehu drew liis bow, and pierced him through 
the heart. 
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'' Then said Jeha to Bidkar, his captain, Take 
up, and cast him in the portion of the field of 
Naboth the Jezreelite: for remembrance how that 
when I and thou rode together after Ahab his 
father, the Lord laid this burden upon him. 
Surely I have seen yesterday the blood of Na- 
both and the blood of his sons, saith the Lord, 
and I will requite thee in this plot of ground." 

Ahaziah, the king of Judah, who had married a 
daughter of Jezebel, and been led into idolatry 
by her, shared the same fate: he was pursued 
by command of Jehu, and slain ; but his body 
was sent to Jerusalem, where it was buried in 
the sepulchres of the kings. 

When Jezebel heard of the death of her son, 
and the approach of Jehu, she thought to capti- 
vate the conqueror, and save herself from his 
vengeance. She painted her face, and tired her 
head, and placed herself at a window, and when 
he entered the city, she looked out and said to 
him. Had Zimri peace who slew his master ? 
But her arts were unavailing. Jehu lifted up his 
face to the window, and seeing her attendants 
behind her, said. Who is on my side ? Throw 
her down. So they threw her down, and he 
drove on over her body. Not until some hours 
after, when he had eaten, and refreshed himself, 
did he think of bestowing the common rites of 
sepulture on the remains of this once powerful 
and dreaded queen, " She is a king's daughter," 
he said, " therefore go and bury her." But the 
threatenings of the prophet were already ful- 
Q 
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filled : they found no more of ' her than her 
skull, and the feet and the palms of her hands ; 
dogs had devoured Jezebel in the portion of 
Jezreel. 

The rest of the' prediction was soon as fear- 
fulfy accomplished. Jehu sent letters to the 
rulers of Jezreel, and to the elders and chief 
men of Samaria who brought up the children of 
Ahab, insidiously .desiring them to select the 
most worthy, and make him their king and fight 
for his cause. But the rulers were afraid ; two 
kings, they said, had not been able to stand 
before Jehu, and how should they ? They there- 
fore refused to choose a king, and sent in their 
submission ; on which Jehu commanded them to 
destroy all of the family of Ahab, and meet him 
at Jezreel, which they accordingly did, bringing 
the heads in baskets to the conqueror; be 
ordered them to be placed in two heaps on each 
side the gate of the city; a horrid monument of 
vengeance, in which the savage barbarity of 
Jehu displayed itself, but which was in clear 
opposition to the precepts of the Mosaic law.* 

* This barbarous trophy, a pyramid of heads, is eren now 
common in the East. In the wars of Tamerlane, and of 
G-engis Khan, we read of sacks full of heads being brought to 
ei^t these pyramids, which were often ccanmanded to be of a 
certain size and nimiber, and generally placed at the gates of 
towns, or in some conspicuous place, as a glorious monument to 
the fame of the conqueror ! Sometimes pillars were built, and 
inlaid with heads, as a more durable trophy, and one of these 
was erected within the last half century, near the gates of 
Bagdad. 



ATHiXIAH. 119 

The reign of Jehu commences a new dynasty, 
and will be related in the last period of the his- 
tory of the kingdom of Israel, before its cap- 
tivity. Having brought the relation to this 
point, we shall proceed with the history of the 
kingdom of Judah, carrying it on to the time 
of Hezekiah, who is contemporary with Hosea, 
the last king of Israel : (See the Table pre- 
fixed.) 



XNJ> OF THE EIBST SECTION OF THE HISTOBY OF 
THE KISGtB OF ISRAEL. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

HISTOEY OF THE KENGDOH OE JtTDAH BESUMED. 

SECOND SECTION. 

ATHALIAH DE8TBOT8 THE BOTAL FAMILY, AND BEIOKS 
HEBBELF. JOASH SAVED FEOM THE MASSACRE; 
MADE KTSa BY JEHOIADA ; HE MITBDEBS ZACHA- 
BTAH; JOASH SLAIN. 

II. Chronidds zzii. — ^zxiii. II. Kings zi. — zii. 

When Athaliah, queen of Jadah, heard 

884>! of the death of her son Ahaziah by the 

hand of Jehu, she showed no natural grief, but 

she l^ecame animated by the most direful and 
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revengeful passions ; and as if the ties of nature 
were weak in comparison with her hatred to the 
worshippers of Jehovah, which she inherited 
from her mother Jezebel, she hesitated not to 
imbrue her hands in the blood of her own child- 
ren, in order to extirpate this hated race. She 
caused to be massacred all the royal family of 
Judah, even the children of her own son Aha- 
ziah, and then seizing the government, reigned 
herself sole queen in Jerusalem. But the arm 
of the LoBD was not waxed short, that it should 
not save, and the crimes of this wicked woman 
brought but a more fearful punishment upon her 
own head. One child, an infant with its nurse, 
was saved amidst the tumult of the massacre by 
Jehosheba,* sister of king Ahaziah, and wife of 
the High Priest, Jehoiada. She contrived to 
secrete him in a bed-chamber of the palace, and 
thence conveyed him privately into the Temple; 
here he remained hid for six years, carefully con- 
cealed from the eyes of Athaliah, by whom his 
existence was entirely unsuspected. Meanwhile, 
this remorseless queen, rejoicing in the success 
of her atrocious crimes, reigned unresisted, and 
used her authority to establish the idol worship 
of Baal. Every where temples to this heathen 
deity arose in full splendour, priests were ap- 
pointed, and sacrifices daily oflTered; but the 
Levites were faithfhl to their divine religion, and 
<^ontinued to come up in their courses to perform 

* Jehosheba or Jehoshaheaih, 
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the Temple service at Jerusalem, under the High 
Priest Jehoiada. At the end of six years, this 
faithful servant of the Most High, deemed the 
time was come when he might raise the infant 
Joash to the throne of his fathers ; but great 
caution was requisite, as Athaliah was in secure 
possession of the regal power. Jehoiada began 
by confiding the secret of the existence of the 
young prince to a few of the chief captains, and 
through them he prepared the rulers and elders 
of Israel for his designs. He next ordered the 
courses of Priests and Levites, which usually 
returned to their homes every Sabbath when 
they were succeeded by others, to remain in the 
Temple, by which means their number was 
doubled, without attracting particular attention. 
On the morning of the Sabbath, when every 
thing was prepared and the courts of the Temple 
were filled with the people, and the Levites 
armed from the warlike stores kept in the 
Temple, were ranged around the central court, 
each man with his weapon in his hand, Jehoiada 
brought forth the young prince Joash, then 
seven years old, and placed him on a throne or 
raised scaffolding, at the king's pillar, by the side 
of the grand entrance.* Here he was anointed 

* By the Jcin^s piUar. It appears to have been an ancient 
mark of supreme power and dignity to sit or stand by a pillar. 
When Ulysses, after the death of the Suitors, receives Penelope 
in his acknowledged character as king, he is seated in this place 
of regal distinction. " The monarch by a column high en- 
throned ;" — other similar passages occur in Homer. 
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by Jehoiada and his sons, and a crown pat on 
his head, and the people rejoiced and shonted, 
" God save the king." 

The tumult and noise resounded beyond the 
precincts of the temple: the queen hastened 
thither in alarm, but when she saw the young 
king crowned, and standing at the pillar sur- 
rounded by the princes of Israel, and heard all 
the people shouting, and the Levites proclaiming 
him to the sound of trumpets, sadden terror 
seized her, she rent her clothes and cried ^^ Trea- 
son, Treason !" Then the High Priest summon- 
ing the captains of the host, commanded her to 
be seized and carried without the Temple, and 
there slain. Thus died Athaliah, daughter of 
Jezebel : a bad queen, whose crimes can scarcely 
be paralleled, even in the bloody annals of ambi- 
tion, and in whom hatred and cruelty over- 
powered the strongest ties of natural affection. 

The royal succession having been broken by 
the usurpation of Athaliah, the covenant of the 
king to rule over the people as the vicegerent of 
Jehovah, and of the people to remain obedient 
to His Law, was solemnly renewed. They took 
an oath, that they would be the Lord's people, 
and immediately destroyed all the temples of 
Baal set up by Athaliah, and slew the chief 
priest Mattan. Having purified the land of 
these open symbols of idolatry, the wise Jehoiada 
re-established the ancient religion in all its rites 
and ceremonies. "And all the people of the 
land rejoiced." 
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The young king began his reign well, under 
the guardianship of his preserver, the High 
Priest. Under his firm and religious adminis- 
tration, the lawful authority of the king was 
maintained and controlled : no foreign wars dis- 
turbed the tranquility of the kingdom, and pros- 
perity once more visited the nation of Judah. 
The king showed an earnest desire to restore 
the splendour of the Temple worship, which 
had lost much of its ancient magnificence, and 
for this purpose he commanded Jehoiada to 
make a chest, and set it without the gate of the 
Temple, and issue a proclamation that the people 
should bring in the tribute which Moses had 
commanded for the use of the Levites, and the 
maintenance of the Temple service. The peo- 
ple willingly brought their ofierings, and poured 
them into the chest, which the Levites emptied 
day by day, until they had gathered money in 
abundance. When a sufficient sum was thus 
raised, workmen were employed to repair and 
strengthen the Temple thoroughly in every part; 
the remainder of the sum collected was expended 
in making vessels of silver and gold, to replace 
those which had been carried away by Athaliah, 
to adorn the temples of Baal. Thus was re- 
stored the splendid ceremonial of sacrifice and 
worship, as in the time of Solomon ; and the 
king and people were blessed with abundance 
and peace, for '* Joash did that which was right 
in the sight of the Lord all the days of Jehoiada 
the priest." 
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*^ Bat Jehoiada waxed old, and was fall of 
days when he died ; an handred and thirty years 
old. And they buried him in the city of David 
among the kings, because he had done good in 
Israel, both toward God, and toward his house." 
So honourable an interment was a high token of 
respect amongst the Israelites; the services of 
Jehoiada well merited the distinction, and how 
instrumental he had been in guiding aright the 
royal councils, was but too soon manifest. For, 
when the restraint of Jehoiada's authority was 
removed, the princes of Judah appeared before 
the king, and in bold defiance of the Law, de- 
manded a partial restoration of the idolatrous 
worship which had been introduced under Atha- 
liah; and with this demand Joash was weak 
enough to comply. Idols were again erected, 
and their rites performed in the dark recesses of 
the sacred groves. 

So flagrant a violation of the Law brought its 
appointed punishment ; but not until both people 
and king had been repeatedly warned. Pro- 
phets* were sent, who *' testified against them, but 
they would not give ear," and then the Spirit of 
the Lord came upon Zechariah, the son of 
the high priest Jehoiada, and now high priest 
himself, and he cried, "Thus saith God, Why 
transgress ye the commandments of the Lord, 
that ye cannot prosper? because ye have for- 
saken the Lord, he hath also forsaken you.*' 
But even this expostulation was not listened to : 
the rulers hated the voice of remonstrance, and 
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conspired againsfc the prophet, and Joash who 
owed his life and throne to the fidelity and wis- 
dom of Jehoiada, basely suffered his son to be 
mnrdered for that very fidelity which vainly 
sought tQ save him from idolatry and rain. At 
the command of the king, they stoned Zachariah 
with stones in the court of the Temple. 

'*Thus Joash the king remembered not the 
kindness which Jehoiada his father had done to 
him, but slew his son. And when he died, he 
said. The Lord look upon it, and requite it."* 

The judgment of the Lord soon followed this 
revolting crime. Hazael king of Syria, who had 
already made himself master of Gilead, entered 
the territory of Judah, took Gath, and marched 
to attack Jerusalem. By submission and pre- 
sents he was prevailed upon to return, but he 
soon renewed his inroad, and then Joash sent 
forth a large army to oppose him, but in vain. 
The Lord was not with them, and though the 
Syrians were few in number, they routed the 
Israelites with a great slaughter, and entered 
victorious into Jerusalem. Here they took an 

* Bishop Graj* in a note upon the prophet Zachariah, men- 
tionB what he calls ** an idle tale" related by Sozomon, of the 
disoovery of SSaohariah's body in a perfect state at Gophar, with 
sn infant buried with the ornaments of royalty under his feet : 
also that an apooyphal book was found, in which it was written 
that the favorite son of Joash died suddenly, on the seventh day 
after that monarch had slain Zachariah, and that Joash con- 
sidered it a judgment upon him for his crime, and ordered his 
son's body to be buried with the high priest. 
R 
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immeose spoil, and slew all the princes ; Hazael 
inflicted upon Joash himself every indignity, and 
then he quitted the country; leaving the defeated 
king sick, and suffering from disease. Soon 
after their departure, two of Joash's own ser- 
vants conspired against him, '^ and slew him on 
his bed, and he died." He was buried in the 
city of David, but not in the sepulchres of the 
kings; being justly judged unworthy, on account 
of his base ingratitude and impiety in the muii» 
der of Zachariah. His reign lasted nearly forty 
years.* 



CHAPTER XIV. 

amaztah'b viotobt otbb ebom; bsoomes moL- 

ATBOUS, AJSTD IB OOXrQTTBSEn BY JOASH KIKO OF 
ISIUJBX: DEBS BY A OONSFIBACY: TJSZIAH's LEPBOBY. 
JOTHAM. 

II. Gbronides xxY.^T-xxyii. II. Kiiigs xiy. xy. 

As soon as Amaziah, the son of Joash, 

838. was firmly seated upon the throne, he put 

to death the servants who had slain his father, 

* By many this is supposed to be the Zacharias whom our 
LoEd refers to in Matthew xxiii "from the blood of righteous 
Abel unto the blood of Zadharias son of Boradiias, whom ye 
slew between the temple and the altar," but as there are acme 
serious diffioidties in this supposition, it is thought by others to 
refer to Zacharias the last of the prophets, although we hare not 
any account of his death. We shall notice this point fiui;her, m 
the life of Zachariah the prophet. 
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bat be slew not their children, who, by the law 
of Moses, were not to be involred in the punish- 
ment of their father's crimes : an enactment of 
nnnsaal justice in that age, and compared even 
with later times, when treason has often been 
panished upon the children by confiscation and 
exile. When he had thus executed judgment 
upon his father's murderers^ Amaziah prepared 
to repel the Edomites, who were never friendly 
to the people of Judah, but remained ever on 
the watch to make inroads, when an opportunity 
was afforded by the weakness or wickedness of 
their kings. On this occasion, they no doubt 
thought that Amaziah, just mounting a throne 
shaken by conspiracy, would be quite unable to 
resist them: but he was safely shielded by the 
power of Jehovah. At first however, fearing 
lest his own troops were too few and undisci- 
plined for so dangerous a war, Amaziah hired a 
large body of the soldiers of Israel, and promised 
them the sum of an hundred talents for the 
service. But a man of God came to the king, 
and commanded him to send back the men of 
Israel, for the Lonn was not with them, on 
account of their idolatry, and therefore they 
were unfit to fight with Judah. Ahaziah remon- 
strated, saying, ** but what shall we add for the 
hundred talents, which I have given the army of 
Israel." The prophet of God replied, "the 
Lord is able to give thee much more than this :" 
the king reluctantly obeyed, amd dismissed the 
men, who returned home full of discontent. 
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With a small army entirely formed of his own 
people, the king of Jadah now marched against 
the Edomites, whom he came in face of in the 
valley of salt, near the Dead Sea ; here a fierce 
battle ensued, and Amaziah gained a complete 
victory. He returned in triumph to Jerusalem, 
bringing with him the spoils of the vanquished, 
and '* the idol gods of the children of Seir." 
Elated with the victory he had won, Amaziah 
soon began to follow the evil practises of his 
predecessors. The idols he had brought from 
Edom he set up for worship at Jerusalem, and 
when a prophet was sent to warn him against 
the sin and the folly of his conduct, he threat- 
ened the prophet's life. Thus inaccessible to 
reproof, he incurred the punishment pronounced 
by Moses on idolatry, and was given into the 
power of his enemies. The men of Israel whom 
he had formerly despised, having committed 
many ravages in their return homewards, Ama- 
ziah sent a haughty message to Joash king of 
Israel, desiring to meet him in battle: to this 
the king of Israel scornfully replied, '^ the thistle 
that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was 
in Lebanon, saying. Give thy daughter to my 
son to wife: and there passed by a wild beast 
that was in Lebanon, and trod down the thistle. 
Thou sayest, Lo, thou hast smitten the Edomites, 
and thine heart lifteth thee up to boast : abide 
now at home; why shouldest thou meddle to 
thine hurt, that thou shouldest fall, thou, and 
Judah with thee." 
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Amaziah was not to be tarned from his war- 
like dispositions by this contemptuous reply : he 
assembled his forces, and met the king of Israel 
at Batlishemesh, and sustained a signal defeat: 
his army fled, and he himself was taken captive 
to the camp of the victor. The king of Israel 
marched onward to Jerusalem, carrying with 
him the humbled monarch, who, according to 
Josephus, was base enough to urge his subjects 
to receive his conqueror into their city, which 
might otherwise have defended itself. Joash 
entered Jerusalem ; he seized upon all Jthe trea- 
sures he found there, and also the gold and 
silver vessels of the temple : he took hostages 
from the chief families, broke down four hundred 
cubits of the walls, and then set Amaziah at 
liberty and returned to Samaria. Amaziah lived 
fifteen years after this disgrace, but nothing is 
recorded of him during the rest of his reign. 
He died at Lachish, having fled there to escape 
a conspiracy which was formed against him, but 
whither he was followed and slain. Thus hated 
and despised died Amaziah, who reigned glori- 
ously until polluted by the idolatry of Edom. 

Uzziah,* (or Azariah,) the son of Amaziah, 
was made king, though only sixteen years old ; 
he evinced a strong desire to bring back his 
people from their idolatry, and showed the good 
qualities his father had before his heart w§s 
lifted up by prosperity. Under the guidance of 

* Called Azariah in Kingt<, and l/zziah in Chronicles. 
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the high priest Zaehariah, he governed with wis- 
dom and prudence, and soon raised his kingdom 
from the low condition into which it was fallen. 
He rebailt the wall of Jerusalem, which the 
king of Israel had thrown down, and placed on 
it some newly-invented engines of war, and 
strengthened it with towers. He made war 
npon the Philistines, and destroyed the fortifi- 
cations of Gath and Ashdod, and several others 
of their strongest cities, and then extended his 
conquest over the Arabs of that district as far 
as Uie confines of Egypt. He fortified many of 
his own cities, and erected towers to keep the 
country in subjection: he also re-organized his 
army, increased its force, and improved its arras 
and discipline. His finances were in good order, 
and when he had thus provided for the outward 
safety of his kingdom, he gave his attention to 
the arts of peace. His wealth consisted partly 
in vineyards and farms belonging to the regal 
demesnes, which he caused to produce far more 
than they had ever done before, while his herds 
and flocks were spread over the rich pastures 
which abound in the fertile plains of Judah : he 
was fond of husbandry, and during a long reign 
of fifty-two years, he coltivated in bis people the 
arts of peace, and raised the country to a high 
state of prosperity, such as had been promised to 
ti\^ chosen people when obedient to the Law: 
they **had the early and latter rain," and the 
earth yielded her increase to the labour of the 
husbandman. 
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Thus happily passed the greater part of the 
reign ^f Uzziah, but at length his heart became 
inflated with pride, and he ceased to respect the 
sanctity of the religious institutions to which he 
owed his prosperity. On a high festival he 
entered the Temple, and taking the censer from 
the priest, attempted to burn incense upon the 
altar. The priests, four-score in number, with 
the High Priest at their head, resisted this viola* 
tion of the Law. " It pertaineth not unto thee, 
Uzziah, they indignantly urged, to burn incense 
unto the Lord ; but to the priests of the sons of 
Aaron." They intreated him to go out of the 
Holy Place, for '* he was trespassing against the 
Lord, and it would not be for his honour." 
But Uzziah was incapable of bearing even this 
just reproof: filled with wrath against the faith- 
ful priests, he seized the censer, and was on the 
point of rushing madly to the altar, when he 
was suddenly struck with leprosy, and the white, 
diseased appearance of the flesh appeared upon 
his forehead, even as he stood before the priests. 
An earthquake attested the power which dealt 
the awful punishment, and added to the unspeak- 
able terror of the king, who conscience-stricken 
and powerless to resist, retreated humbled and 
terrified from the Temple. From that day, he 
was incapable of administrating the regal func- 
tions; he was compelled by the Law to reside 
alone beyond the precincts of Jerusalem, and 
here in privacy and sufiering he passed the re- 
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mainder of his life, his son Jotham governing 
in his name.* 

The prophets Amos and Hosea began to pro- 
phesy in this reign ; also Jonah was sent to 
bring the inhabitants of Nineveh to repentance. 
Towards its close, the greatest of the prophets, 
Isaiah, began his long series of threatenings and 
prophesies, and continued to warn his country- 
men and foretel their approaching captivity, 
under this and several successive kings, occu- 
pying a space of more than sixty years. Not to 
interrupt the history, a short account of all the 
prophets will hereafter be given, when their 
threatenings were accomplished, in the captivity 
of both the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. 

Jotham governed many years in the 
757! life-time of his father Uzziah, and after 
his death reigned sixteen years. He took warn- 
ing by the fearful example of his father, and 
made no attempt to encroach upon the priestly 
office, but governed in conformity with the Law, 

* The Earthquake is not recorded in either Kings or Chroni- 
cles, but is mentioned by Josephus, and the prophet Zachsriah 
refers to an earthquake some time in this reign, which joined to 
the evidence of the Jewish historian, and to the fact that under 
the Mosaic dispensation, earthquakes did frequently happen in 
attestation of the Diyine power, when signal judgments fell upon 
the nation, seems sufficient proof that the earthquake happened 
on this occasion, as Josephus states : there is however a differ- 
ence of about four years in the dates assigned, which causes this 
idea to be rejected by some authorities. See Bishop Chray's Key 
to the Old Testament, 
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and enjoyed peace. He built several fortresses, 
and imposed a yearly tribute on the Ammonites, 
and '* became mighty, because he prepared his 
ways before the Lord his God." But idolatry 
appears to have been now too widely spread to 
be eradicated by his aathority, for we read that 
'*the people did yet corruptly," and the warnings 
of the prophets show how great was the moral 
depravity of the nation. His reign presents no 
events to record; he died honoured, and was 
interred with funeral rites in the sepulchres of 
the kings. 



CHAPTER XV. 

AHAZ ; HIS IDOLAlJEY ; WAB WITH ISBAEL ; ALLIANCE 
WITH TILQATH-PILBSEE, KIKG OF ASSTBIA, WHO 
OPPBEBSES HIM. HEZEEIAH'S BEIGK. BESTBTJC- 

TioK OP SEifnrAOHBBiB. hezeeiah's SIOEKESS 

AHB BECOVEBT; HIS LIPE PBOLONGEB PIPTEEK 
TEABS. 

n. Ohronides xzyiii. — zxxii. II. Sings xviii. — xx. 

Ahaz, the son of Jotham, succeeded 

B. C. 

741. his father on the throne at the early age 
of twenty. His reign was a continued tissue of 
wickedness and weakness. He began by sanc- 
tioning idolatry, worshipping in particular the 
gods of Damascus, to which he reared altars 
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even in Jerusalem, and barnt his own children 
in the fire, in the performance of their horrid 
rites. Bat soon the king of Syria and Damas- 
cus joined Pekah, the king of Israel, and made 
war upon him, and forced him to shut himself 
up in Jerusalem. Making but slow progress in 
the siege, the king of Damascus left his ally 
before the city, and passing through Edom, 
attacked and took Elath, a town on the north of 
the eastern arm of the Red Sea, and important 
as commanding its trade.* He peopled it with 
a Syrian colony, and then returned to Damascus, 
laying waste the country of Judah in his march. 
When Ahaz heard that the king of Syria had 
returned home, he thought himself strong enough 
to attack his remaining enemy, the king of 
Israel, and accordingly marched out of Jeru- 
salem and offered him battle. A severe conflict 
ensued, in which Ahaz was completely routed, 
and a great number of his chief princes and 
officers were made prisoners. The victorious 
Israelites returned in triumph to Samaria, carry- 
ing their captives with them. But ere they 
entered the city, Oded the prophet met them, 
and forbade their holding their brethren in bonds. 
The people of Judah had, he said, been con- 
quered as a punishment for their sins, because 
the Lord was wrath with them, and they had 
slain them 'Mn a rage, that reacheth unto 
heaven," and now they purposed to keep them 

* See Josephus* AnUquiMes^ Vol. II. page 268. 
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as bondsmen, and bondswomen ; but '^ are there 
not," he added, ** even with you sias against the 
Lord your God V He then commanded them 
to release all their captives, lest the anger of the 
Lord should be turned upon them. The princes 
of Israel joined the prophet in his stern remon- 
strance, and the prisoners were released. Food 
was given them, and they were safely recon- 
ducted to the frontiers of Judah. 

The disastrous issue of the war did not deter 
Ahaz from still seeking deliverance from his 
Syrian idols : he set up more altars, he profaned 
the Temple, and sacrificed to the **very gods 
which smote him." His kingdom was again 
invaded: the Edomites and Philistines entered, 
it towards the south, and now Ahaz completed 
his own ruin, by sending to implore succour of 
Tilgath-pileser, king of Assyria. As it suited 
the views of this monarch to have Judah friendly 
to him while he was engaged in the conquest of 
Edom and Syria, he readily promised him aid ; 
but after receiving the king of Judah's pre- 
sents, and exacting such heavy contributions 
that Ahaz was forced to take all the silver out of 
the Temple, and add to it all the treasure which 
yet remained to him, the king of Assyria did 
him no effectual good, but proved a dangerous 
ally, whose forbearance he was but too glad to 
purchase at any price. During his negociation 
with this king, Ahaz went to meet him at Da- 
mascus, and there seeing an altar of a fashion^ 
which pleased him, he ordered one to be made of 
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the same pattern, and put it up in the Temple, 
besides introducing other changes: the sun-^l 
mentioned in the next reign, was also put up by 
him. 

His weak career soon after this came to a 
close : he died and was buried at Jerusalem, but 
not in the sepulchres of the kings, after an in- 
glorious reign of twenty-five years. 

Hbzbkiah succeeded Ahaz upon the 
726! throne of Judah. He was twenty-five 
years old, and of a character in every respect the 
opposite of his father : he was prudent, and firm 
of purpose ; an enemy to idolatry, and zealous 
for the worship of Jehovah. His first act was 
to re-open the Temple: he commanded the 
Priests and Levites to purify it from the innova- 
tions introduced by Ahaz, and to sanctiiy them- 
selves, and set all things in order for the due 
performance of the sacred rites. When they 
had done this, Hezekiah went up with all the 
princes and nobles, and offered sacrifices before 
the Lord as David and Solomon had done. 
He formed again the ancient bands of singers, 
and commanded the attendance of the Levites in 
their courses, and then proclaimed a solemn cele- 
bration of the Feast of the Passover, to which 
he invited the faithful followers of the true God 
yet remaining in the kingdom of Israel: the 
only instance recorded of the Israelites of the 
rival tribes being publicly exhorted to return to 
their ancient ritual, and come together to wor- 
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ship in the Temple at Jerusalem. The natioa 
was however too far sunk in idolatry to be re- 
claimed; they in general treated the invitation 
with derision, and " laughed the messengers to 
scorn, and mocked them,*' but yet there were 
some who humbled themselves and came. The 
feast was kept with a pomp and magnificence 
unknown since the days of Solomon, and so 
great was the number of the sacrifices presented 
by Hezekiah, and so deep the grateful joy of the 
people at this restoration of their Temple ser- 
vices, that it was decreed the feast should be 
prolonged another seven days, as it had been by 
Solomon on occasion of the dedication of the 
Temple. " So there was great joy in Jerusalem, 
for since the time of Solomon, the son of David 
king of Israel, there was not the like in Jeru- 
salem." 

Hezekiah not only put down idolatry through- 
out the land, but he caused to be destroyed 
those altars to the true God, which had been 
illegally raised in various cities and high places : 
he also broke in pieces the Brazen Serpent made 
by Moses in the wilderness, when the Israelites 
were healed by looking on it : it had been pre* 
served in memory of the miracle, and had be- 
come an object of idolatrous worship to the 
people, who burned incense before it, and pro- 
bably regarded it as a god of healing:* this was 

* It is singular that Esculapius, the Greek god of physic, Tvas 
worshipped imdor the symbol of a serpent : see also the carious 
account of the Bomans sending to his temple when afflicted by 
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a bold but necessary act, showing the wise pre- 
caution of the king in guarding against the first 
beginning of idol worship, which always seeks to 
veil its real nature under the specious pretence 
of symbolic representation. 

When Hezekiah had thus restored the laws of 
Moses, and brought back the people to their 
ancient worship, he gave attention to the mili- 
tary defences of his kingdom; he added new 
fortifications to Jerusalem, and built an aqueduct 
to afibrd the city a more constant supply of 
water. Feeling confidence in the improved state 
of his afiairs, he refused to continue tributary to 
the kings of Assyria, and neglected to send the 
annual present with which his father Ahaz had 
sought to propitiate this too powerful ally. 

Acting as an independent prince, Hezekiah 
next attacked the Philistines, who had taken ad- 
vantage of the weakness of the former reign to 
make encroachments on his southern frontiers, 
and drove them back into their fenced cities. 
Of these bold acts, Shalmaneser, king of Nine- 
veh, took no other notice than to send Hezekiah 
a threatening message, being then occupied with 
a war against Tyre, and also with completing the 
subjection of the sister kingdom of Israel. Shal- 
maneser marched his army to Samaria, and 

the plague, and receiying a serpent which returned with their 
amhassadors. Serpents haye always been fiiYourite objects of 
superstitious regard in both ancient and modem times. See the 
Egyptian representations of their gods and kings, and live ser- 
pents are now kept in many temples in India* 
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being refused admittance by Hoshea, be laid 
siege to it for three years, at the end of which 
time he took it, and carried all the inhabitants, 
together with their king, captive to Nineveh. 
Thas ended the kingdom of Israel, in the 
seventh year of Hezekiah, king of Judah, and 
two hundred and forty years after the separation 
of the tribes under Jeroboam. 

This ends . the second period into which we 
divided the history of the two kingdoms ; but in 
order to preserve the connexion of events in the 
life of Hezekiah, we shall conclude the account 
of his reign, before resuming the history of 
Israel. 

In the fourteenth year of the reign of Heze- 
kiah, seven years after the ten tribes of the 
kingdom of Israel had been carried captive by 
Shalmaneser, Sennacherib, his son and successor, 
came up with a large army to invade Egypt, 
purposing on the way to conquer Hezekiah, and 
chastise him for having thrown off the yoke of 
bis father. He entered Judah on the south, laid 
waste the country, and took all the fenced cities, 
except Lachish and Libnah, before the former of 
which he encamped. Hezekiah at first yielded 
to the torrent, and sent messengers to Sennach- 
erib with a present of three hundred talents of 
silver, and thirty talents of gold, to purchase his 
peaceable departure; although to make up so 
vast a sum, he was forced to strip the Temple of 
the treasures in silver and gold vessels which yet 
remained in it, and even to cut off the gold 
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which covered the doors. Sennacherib accepted 
the tribute, but when he had taken Ashdod, and 
conquered the country of the Philistines, which 
opened to him an easy passage into Egypt, he 
resolved not to leave behind him an enemy only 
partially subdued, who might rise in his rear, 
and he dispatched Bab-shakeh and two other of 
his generals, with a large portion of his army, to 
enforce the complete subjection of Jerusalem. 
When they approached the city the gates were 
shut, and Rab-shakeh came under the walls near 
the conduit of the upper pool, and demanded in 
a tone of insolent command to speak to the king. 
Hezekiah sent three of his chief officers, Eliakim 
the head of his household, Shebna the scribe,* 
and Joab the recorder, to hear his message. 
They came out of the city to hold the desired 
conference, while the people crowded on the 
walls to observe what passed. 

Rab-shakeh required in the natne of his mas- 
ter the instant submission of Hezekiah, giving 
the message in terms the most injurious and in- 
sulting : he reproached him for his folly in trust- \ 
ing to Egypt, much less to any force he might 
himself raise, since as he contemptuously de- 
clared, " if he gave him two thousand horses, he 
could not find riders to mount them." As Bab- I 
shakeh continued in this scoffing strain, Eliakim ! 
fearing its effect upon the people, said, *' Speak 



* The King's Scribe was an officer similar to the Secretary of 
Modem Courts. 
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I pray thee, to thy servants in the Syrian lan- 
guage, for we understand it, and speak not in 
the Jews' language, in the ears of the people 
that are upon the wall. But Bab-shakeh only 
cried out yet more loudly, " Hear ye the words 
of the great king,** the king of Assyria : Let not 
Hezekiah deceive you : for he shall not be able 
to deliver you." " Make an agreement with me 
by a present, and come out to me, and eat ye 
every man of his vine, and of his fig tree, and 
drink ye every one of the waters of his own cis- 
tern, until I come and take you away to a land 
like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a 
land of bread and vineyards. Beware, lest 
Hezekiah persuade you, saying, The Lord will 
deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations 
delivered his land out of the hand of the king of 
Assyria? Where are the gods of Hamath and 
Arphad ? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim ? 
have they delivered Samaria out of my hand ? 
Who are they among all the gods of these lands 
that have delivered their land out of my hand, 
that the Lord should deliver Jerusalem out of 
my hand." 

When this message was reported to Hezekiah, 
*' he rent his clothes, and covered himself with 
sackcloth, and went into the house of the Lord." 
He sent his three officers to Isaiah, to enquire 
of the prophet what answer he should return, 
and whether he might rely on divine assistance if 

• The title " great king," is the title given by Herodotus to 
Sennacherib. 
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he resisted; to this Isaiah returned an encou- 
raging reply. '' Thus shall ye say to your mas- 
ter; Thus saith the Lord, Be not afraid of the 
words which thou hast heard, with which the 
servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed 
me. Behold I will send a blast upon him, and 
he shall hear a rumour, and shall return to his 
own land, and I will cause him to fall by the 
sword in his own land." 

Strengthened by this assurance of deliverance, 
Hezekiah returned the Assyrians a bold defiance, 
and Rab-shakeh went back to his master, who 
had in the mean time taken Lachish, and was 
now warring against Libnah. 

While there, he heard * a rumour' that Tirha- 
kah,"*^ king of Ethiopia and Arabia, and one of 
the most formidable conquerors of that age, was 
preparing to march against him. Alarmed at 
these tidings, Sennacherib became yet . more 
anxious to secure the submission of Judah. He 
again dispatched other messengers to Hezekiab, 
with a letter full of the same insolent demands, 
and reproaching him for his folly in trusting to 
his God for deliverance from him, before whom 
the gods of other nations had been as nothing, 
and of which none could deliver their people out 
of his hand. When Hezekiah received this 
letter from the hands of the king's messengers, 
he went up to the Temple, and there spread it 
before the Lord, and prayed : and said, 

* Tirhakah also conquered Egypt, and was one of the greatest 
heroes of antiquity. 
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"Oh, Lord God of Israel, which dwellest 
between the oherabims, thoa art the God, even 
thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth : 
thou hast made heaven and earth. Lord, bow 
down thine ear, and hear: open Lord thine eyes 
and see : and hear the words which Sennacherib 
hath sent to defy the living God. Of a truth, 
Lord, the kings of Assyria have destroyed the 
nations and their lands. And have cast their 
gods into the fire ; for they were no gods, but 
the work of men's hands, wood and stone; there- 
fore they have destroyed them. Now therefore, 
O Lord our God, I beseech thee, save thou us 
out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the 
earth may know that thou art the Lord God, 
even thou only." 

Hezekiah's devout reliance was well founded : 
Isaiah was commanded to promise him a speedy 
and complete^ deliverance from the king of 
Assyria, so that he should "not come up into 
the city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come be- 
fore it with a shield, nor cast a bank against it," 
but should return the way he came up ; and as a 
sign that the country should not be laid desolate, 
it was promised there should be corn in the land 
sufficient to eat that year and the next, though 
they should not plough the land, it being pro* 
bably the Sabbatical year. 

Scarcely had this answer been given to his 
prayer, when it was followed by the complete 
destruction of Sennacherib, and his host. The 
hot poisonous wind of the desert, called the 
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simoon, passed daring the night over the camp 
of the Assyrians, and in the morning the greater 
part of the host were dead. 

"And it came to pass that night, that the 
angel of the Lord went out, and smote in the 
camp of the Assyrians, an hundred fourscore 
and five thousand ; and when they arose early 
in the morning, behold they were all dead 
corpses."* 

• It is now generally admitted that the hot simoon wind, not 
a pestilence, was the instrument employed for the destruction of 
the Assyrians, which answers exactly to the *' blast" in verse 7> 
« Behold I will send a blast upon him." This wind is not 
always fiiital, as it differs in duration and in intensity, but it is 
most deadly in its effects when in rapid motion, not a still calm, 
and also in the night, when if it surprises sleepers, and they 
haye no time to envelope their faces, it produces instant suffo- 
cation. N'ow both these circumstances attended the "blast'* 
which destroyed the army of Sennacherib, encamped in the open 
air, (the king and chief officers only being protected by tents, 
which also accounts for the king's escape,) asleep and unpro* 
pared, as the Simoon rarely visits the region of Palestine ; the 
hot wind rushing over the camp, would inevitably be fiktal to 
those exposed to it. The effects also on those who escaped 
death, are such as are described by travellers: confusion, and 
inexpressible terror, so that the mind is incapable of reason- 
ing with its fears: thus Sennacherib fled in haste, terrified 
with 'rumours* of the approach of the Egyptian conqueror, 
Tirhakah, and did not feel secure until he reached N'ineFeh. 
The Simoon, when accompanied with wind, moves in narrow 
currents, so that persons near each other are not always equaUj 
affected by it, but escape if lying beyond its edge. A curious 
story of the defeat of Sennacherib is related in Herodotus and is 
so evidently founded on the above history, that we are tempted to 
give it. Sethon, a priest of Vulcan, governed Egypt, (probably 
the Delta under the Ethiopian conqueror Tirhakah,) and having 
deprived the military caste of many of their privileges, had so 
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Thus was the piety and faith of Hezekiah re- 
warded. The mighty host of his haughty enemy 
was struck with death, and the few that remained 
fled in terror and confusion back to their own 
country. Then the rest of Isaiah's prediction 
was accomplished : Sennacherib gave way to 
such Tiolent acts of rage and cruelty on his re- 
turn, that his own family revolted against him, 
and two of his sons slew him, as he was worship- 
ping in the temple of his idol Nisroch. They 
were however deservedly abhorred for their par- 
ricide, and being forced to flee the country, they 
took refuge in Armenia, leaving the crown to be 
possessed by their younger brother Esarhaddon, 
the third son of Sennacherib. 

offended them, that when the ABsyrian king approached, they 
refused to march out against him. Sethon, in great perplexity, 
withdrew into the Temple of Yulcan, and implored the god to 
take compassion on the miseries with which the kingdom was 
threatened, and assist them. While standing before the idol, sleep 
overpowered him, and in a Tision, Yulcan appeared to him, and 
bade him be of good cheer, as he would send him speedy deliver- 
ance. Hius encouraged, the priest assembled a body of shop- 
keepers and artisans, and marched to meet the Assyrian invaders 
at Pelusium. The night after his arrival, the camp of the 
Assyrians was infested by myriads of field mice, which gnawed 
in pieces their bow-strings, and the leather bands of their 
armour and shields, so that the next morning, finding their arms 
and weapons useless, they broke up their camp, and fled in great 
disorder. To commemorate this extraordinary deliverance, a 
statue of Yulcan holding a mouse in his hand, was placed in the 
temple of this god, and an inscription, " Whoever looks on me, 
let him be pious." See Notes in the Pictorial Bible in loci, aUo 
Joeephne, John, and Calmet, ^c. 
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Previous to the final overthrow of the Assy- 
rians, Hezekiah was seized with a mortal dis- 
temper which threatened his life. **In those 
days Hezekiah was sick unto death. And the 
prophet Isaiah, the son of Amoz, came to him, 
and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Set 
thine house in order, for thou shalt die, and not 
live." 

"Then he turned his face to the wall, and 
prayed unto the Lord, saying, I beseech thee, 
Lord, remember now how I have walked before 
thee in truth, and with a perfect heart, and have 
done that which is good in thy sight. And 
Hezekiah wept sore. And it came to pass, 
before Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, 
that the word of the Lord came to him saying, 
Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my 
people, Thus saith the Lord, the God of David 
thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen 
thy tears, behold I will heal thee : on the third 
day thou shalt go up unto the house of the 
Lord. And I will add unto thy days fifteen 
years : and I will deliver thee and this city out 
of the hand of the king of Assyria, and I will 
defend this city for mine own sake, and for my 
servant David's sake.* 

* The sickness of Hezekiah is placed after the destraction of 
Sennacherib in the Scripture narrative, apparently in order not 
to interrupt that striking history: but the words "in those 
days," imply the coincidence of time even if the promise to 
deliver Hezekiah and the city of Jerusalem out of the hand of 
the king of Assyria, did not render it evident that Sennacherib 
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*• And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall 
be the sign that the Lord will heal me, and that 
I shall go up to the house of the Lord the third 
day?" 

" And Isaiah said, this sign shalt thou have of 
the Lord, that the Lord will do the thing that 
he hath spoken; shall the shadow go forward 
ten degrees, or go back ten degrees ?" 

Ahaz, the father of Hezekiah, had put up a 
sou-dial, which was no doubt visible from the 
windows of the royal chamber where Hezekiah 
lay on his sick bed. 

'* And Hezekiah answered, It is a light thing 
for the shadow to go down ten degrees ; nay, but 
let the shadow return backward ten degrees." 

*' And Isaiah the prophet cried unto the Lord, 
and he brought the shadow ten degrees back- 
ward, by which it had gone down in the dial 
of Ahaz."* 

was not then destroyed. Also, the invasion of the king of 
Assyria was in the fourteenth year of Hezekiah's reign ; he has 
fifteen years added to his life, making twenty-nine, which was 
the length of his reign. 

* This is the earliest mention of a "dial," and probahly was 
derived by Ahaz from the Babylonians, from whom the Ghreeks 
acknowledged they received theirs. Ahaz was -evidently fond of 
curious inventions, and gratified his taste even when in opposi- 
tion to the precepts of the law, as when he sent from Damascus, 
a new pattern for an altar, and had it erected in the Temple. 
There is reason to believe, that the Egyptians understood the 
art of measuring the day by sun-dials, and used the Obelisks for 
that purpose, throwing their shadow over a plain, marked by 
certain divisions, and to this use besides ornament, the Emperor 
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Hezekiah recovered. Isaiah commanded a 
poaltice of figs to be applied to the abscess 
which his disease had terminated in, and in three 
days the king was sufficiently restored to offer 
his sacrifice of thanksgiving in the Temple. 

The fame of the wonderful deliverance of 
Hezekiah from this pestilential sickness, then 
regarded as incurable, as well as the awful de- 
struction of his enemy, the hitherto invincible 
Sennacherib, spread into distant countries, and 
the king of Babylon, Beradoch Baladin, sent 
ambassadors to congratulate him on his recovery. 
Babylon having thrown off the dominion of the 
kings of Nineveh, the interests of both it and 
Judah were equally concerned in humbling the 
power of Sennacherib, which makes it probable 
that the real design of the embassy was to 
cement a close alliance with the victorious 

Augustus applied the two large ObeHsks which he removed to 
Borne. With regard to the retrograde moyement of the shadow, 
it is not necessary to suppose the sun moved, but only that the 
apparent light was obstructed by clouds, or the rays by some 
means refracted miraculously out of their true course. Josephus 
impHes that the shadow moved forwards, and then backwards to 
the place it started from, and this would lessen the astronomical 
difficulty, while it would be equally a miraculous sign to Heze- 
kiah, which is all that was asked by him. Tet, whatever may 
have been the exact nature of the phenomenon, its effects were 
surprizing ; as we are told the report of the wonder done in the 
land, reached Babylon. II. Ghron. xzzii. 31. 

As there is no Hebrew word to signify a sun dial, and the 
word translated dial, means steps, or degrees, many commen- 
tators consider that the dial here mentioned, was only a pillar of 
steps, so artfully constructed as 'to throw the shadow of the 
steps in such a way as to mark the divisions of the day. 
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Hezekiah. To make intimate alliances with 
idolatrous nations was not. however, in strict 
conformity with the Law. The Israelites were 
commanded to ahstam from wars of aggression 
and conquest, and to live at peace with every 
people, except the ancient inhabitants of Ca- 
naan; but they were a separate and distinct 
race, and were not to mingle in the contests of 
neighbouring nations, nor by forming connexions 
with them, put themselves in danger of copying 
their manners, and falling into their idolatrous 
practices. Yet was Hezekiah so much flattered 
by the respect shown him by the king of Baby- 
Ion, that he lent a willing ear to his ambassadors, 
and to impress them with a high idea of his 
riches and power, he shewed them all his trea- 
sures, his silver and gold, and spices, and the 
armour he had laid up ready for war; and he 
took them besides over his kingdom, so that 
''there was nothing in all his dominion that 
Bezekiah shewed them not." His vain-glorious 
boasting was quickly rebuked by the prophet. 

"What said these men, and from whence 
came they," he asked. And Hezekiah said, 
" They are come from a far country, even from 
Babylon." 

And he said, '* What have they seen in thine 
house ?" 

And Hezekiah answered, *' All the things that 
are in mine house they have seen ; there is no- 
thing among my treasures that I have not 
shewn them." 
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Then said Isaiah, " Behold the days come, 
that all that is in thine house, and that which 
thy fathers have laid up to store unto this day, 
shall be carried into Babylon : nothing shall be 
left : saith the Lord." 

The rest of the reign of Hezekiah was passed 
in uninterrupted peace, and the land enjoyed 
unusual prosperity. He was a prince of no re- 
markable attainments, but amiable and pioas, 
and blessed with the highest wisdom of a prince 
of Judah, which consisted in a faithful regard to 
the religion and laws of Moses. Thus he lived 
happily, and died at the end of a reign of 
twenty-nine years, more regretted and honoured 
than any prince since the time of David. 

While the kingdom of Judah thus flourished 
under Hezekiah, the kingdom of Israel suffered 
the final punishment of its idolatry. In the 
early part of this reign, the Ten Tribes were 
carried captive to Nineveh, to the history of 
which we now return. 

This closes the Second Section of the history 
of Judah. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

KINGDOM or JUDAH, SEC017D SEGTIOK. 

BBIOy OF JEHIJ: HE DESTROYS THE PBOPHETS OF 
BAAL, SUT BETAINS THE GOLDEN CAJiYES. JEHO- 
AHAZ. JOASH DEFEATS THE SYBIANS THBEE TIMES. 
ELISHA DIES. JEEOBOAM THE SECOND. INTEB- 
BEGNUM. ZACHABIAH. SHALLUM. MENAHEM. 
PEKAHIAH. PEKAH. HOSHEA CABBIED CAPTIVE TO 
NINEVEH. OEIGIN OF THE SAMABITANS. 

n. Kings X. — xviL 

We left the kins^dom of Israel at the 

B. C. , ® 

884. close of the reign of Jehoram, who to- 
gether with Ahaziah king of Judah, was slain 
by Jehu on the same day. 

When Jehu had caused all the sons of the late 
king to be put to death, and had artfully in- 
volved in this act the chief men of the nation 
who had charge of them, as we related in a 
former chapter, his next care was to destroy the 
priests and prophets of Baal, and he devised the 
following artifice to secure them. He departed 
from Jezreel, where he had executed such 
terrible vengeanbe on the race of Ahab, and 
mounting his chariot drove towards Samaria. 
On his way he met forty-two of the kinsmen of 
the king of Judah, who ignorant of liis death, 
were coming to salute the two kings, and the 
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royal family of Israel : Jehu cruelly commanded 
them to be slain. As he proceeded he met 
Jehonadab, the son of Rechab,* and the founder 
of a sect of ascetics remarkable for their zealoas 
observance of the law, and he induced him to 
ascend into his chariot, and go with him to Sa- 
maria. Here he gathered the people together, 
and proclaimed a solemn sacrifice to Baal: 
'^ Ahab," he said, " served Baal a little, but Jehu 
shall serve him much." The false priests and 
prophets fell into the snare : eagerly they obeyed 
his summons, and came up from out of all the 
country, '^ and the house of Baal was full from 
one end to another." As a farther inducement 
to them to declare themselves, Jehu ordered 
rich vestments to be brought, and every priest 
and prophet of the idol received a garment and 
put it on. He then commanded search to be 
made in the temple, lest any stranger who was 
not a worshipper of Baal should have entered; 
and when they had ascertained that none of the 
servants of the Lord were present, the sacrifices 
commenced. Then Jehu, when he had ended 
the sacrifice, went out suddenly, and commanded 
the guard which he had previously placed out- 
side, to rush in and slay all who were within, and 
let none escape. This dreadful massacre ended, 
the images were brought out and burnt, and the 
temple itself was desecrated and broken down. 

* See the Bechabites mentioned in the life of Jeremiah, the 
prophet; ihej abstained from wine, and were ascetica: their 
descendants are still said to be in the East. 
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Jeha thus suppressed the idolatry of Baal, but 
he did not return to the ritual law of Moses ; 
he continued to keep his subjects from attending 
at the temple of Jerusalem, and he retained the 
Golden Calves at Bethel and Dan, where the peo- 
ple offered a symbolic and forbidden worship to 
God, whose second commandment given them 
from Mount Sinai, expressly declared that they 
should not make any graven image, and should 
not bow down to it, nor worship it. 

Jehu was the instrument employed to punish 
the sins of Ahab and his guilty race : but he was 
of a cruel and vindictive temper, and discharged 
no other duty than the necessary one of abolish- 
ing idolatry. For this, he was promised that 
the throne of Israel should remain in his pos- 
terity for four generations : but his own reign, 
though long, was troubled with calamities, and 
he lost the provinces belonging to the Israelites, 
east of the Jordan. • Hazael, whose access^n to 
the throne of Syria Elisha had foretold, now 
fulfilled the fatal forebodings of the prophet, and 
laid waste the fairest portions of the land of 
Israel. Jehu was not indeed entirely subdued, 
hot retained his independance in his diminished 
territories ; and when he died at the end of a 
reign of 28 years, he left the throne to his son, 

JEHOAHAZ: WHO BEIGinBD 17 TXABS. 

Nothing remarkable occurred in this reign. 
Hazael, king of Syria, conquered the greater 
part of the kingdom of Israel, so that Jehoahaz 
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was deprived of nearly all bis territories, and his 
forces were diminished to ten thousand foot, and 
a few horsemen and chariots. He was however 
preserved from total ruin, as in the midst of 
much folly and sin, he did not return to the 
worship of Baal. He was succeeded by his 
son, 

JOASH: WHO BEIGNED 16 YEABS. 

The reiffn of Joash was more fortunate 

B. C. '^ 

839. than that of his father, for the generation 
which had been so strongly imbued with the 
spirit of rebellion and idolatry under Ahab and 
Jezebel, had passed away, and the king bad less 
difficulty in bringing the people back, in some 
degree, to the observance of their ancient laws. 
Thus Joash was strengthened in his contest with 
Syria, and recovered from Hazael and his suc- 
cessor Benhaded the second, the towns and 
countries which his father had lost. The foolish 
pride of Amaziah, kingof Judah, who challenged 
him to a battle, and his overthrow of that king 
after vainly attempting to dissuade him from his 
unjust defiance, has already been related in the 
history of Judah. The only interesting circum- 
stance to be added, relates to the last act of the 
prophet Elisha. 

Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness 
whereof he died. And Joash the king of Israel 
came down unto him, and wept over his face, 
and said. Oh ! my father, my father, the cha- 
riot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof; 
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meaning, that the prophet was the defence of 
Israel, in the stead of chariots and horsemen, 
and that when he should be taken away, the 
kingdom woald be without its best guardian and 
protector. The prophet was dying, but he could 
yet pity and console his king. He commanded 
Joash to fetch his bow ; when it was brought, he 
desired him to open the window which looked 
eastward, which direction looking from Samaria, 
was that in which lay the countries beyond Jor- 
dan, conquered by Hazael, and also north east- 
ward was Damascus, the capital of Syria. 
When Joash had done as Elisha commanded, 
and placed an arrow ready, the dying prophet 
laid his hands upon the king's hands, and bade 
bim shoot : And Joash shot. Then Elisha said, 
" The arrow of the Lord's deliverance, and the 
arrow of deliverance from Syria ; for thou shalt 
smite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou have con- 
sumed them."* 

Elisha next commanded the king to take the 
arrows, and smite with them on the ground, 
which he did; but only three times. As the 
action was evidently prophetic, and to indicate 
the destruction of the Syrians, Elisha was both 

* The Romans, borrowing the custom from the Gieoians, 
who in their turn borrowed many of their customs from the 
East, declared war by shooting an arrow into the enemy* s 
country, where it could be done, and when that was impossible, 
it was done in the form of a public ceremonial, in a field near 
Rome. 
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grieved and angry that Joash stayed his hand 
before he was commanded. "Thoa shoaldest 
have smitten five or six times," he said to the 
king, " then hadst thou smitten Syria till thoa 
hadst consumed it, whereas now thou shalt smite 
Syria but thrice." 

This was the last prophecy of this great pro- 
phet, next to Elijah, the greatest of those 
prophets who were at once the judges of king 
and people ; who watched over both, and main- 
tained a constant struggle against idolatry and 
vice. The greater the wickedness, and the more 
despotic the power of the king who rebelled 
against the divine commands, the sterner was 
the rebuke, and the heavier the denunciations 
of Elijah and Elisha: the weak and humble 
they strengthened and consoled ; the powerfai 
and idolatrous they denounced and punished. 
Famine, the pestilence, and the sword of Syria, 
were but the instruments of divine chastisement, 
which came and went at their command. 

As if to do honour to the divine authority of 
this great prophet, a miracle was wrought, even 
at his grave. During an invasion of the Moa- 
bites, as some people were burying a man, they 
saw a band of men approaching, which they took 
for the enemy, and being at the time near the 
sepulchre of Elisha, they hastily cast the body 
in, and left it ; '* and when the man touched the 
bones of Elisha*, he revived, and stood up on 
his feet." 



JEBOBOi.M THB SSCOND. 167 

Soon after the death of Elisha, Hazael, king 
of Syria died, and was succeeded by his son 
Benhadad the second. Joash made war upon 
him, and defeated him three times; and thus 
he recovered the towns and countries which his 
fathers had lost. Joash died after a prosperous 
reign of sixteen years, and was succeeded by 
his son, 

JSBOBOA.M THE SEOOKD, WHO BEIGNBD 41 IBABS. 

In the beginning of his reign, this king " did 
evil in the sight of the Lord," but he afterwards 
changed his conduct and put away idols, though 
he retained the Golden Calves at Bethel and 
Dan : then he prospered, and was yet more suc- 
cessful in his wars against Syria, than his father 
had been. He reconquered not only the pro- 
vinces beyond the Jordan, but he took Damas- 
cus, and extended the boundaries of Israel, 
(or Ephraim, as the kingdom is at this time 
called,") to Hamoth on the north, and the Dead 
Sea on the south. He repressed idolatry, and 
enjoyed a long and prosperous reign. But from 
the writings of the prophets, we learn the miser- 
able state of vice and wretchedness to which the 
people were degraded : luxury and injustice 
were conspicuous in the great, and want and de- 
pravity in the low; all were corrupt, and as 
there was no public teaching of the Law, (for the 
Levites had withdrawn into Judah, which king- 
dom had little or no intercourse with its rival,) 
there was no power strong enough to check the 

X 
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downward progress of the nation. It appears 
that civil discords began to agitate the coiintry, 
and these broke oat openly as soon as the firm 
hand of Jeroboam was removed. His reign was | 
long, and prosperous as regards its relations with I 
Syria, and its foreign neighbours, bat showed ; 
unmistakeable signs of internal decline. 

In this reign, the prophet Jonah lived, and 
was sent to preach to the inhabitants of Nineveh, 
who repented. 

AUr IKTEBBEairUM OF ELEYEN YEABS. 

On the death of Jeroboam, the kingdom fell 
into a state of anarchy. No regular government 
succeeded in establishing its authority, and vice, 
faction, and luxury contended for mastery in the 
great body of the nation. Zachariah, the son of 
Jeroboam, at length mounted the throne : but at 
the end of six months, he was murdered by 
Shallum, who is styled by Josephus, '' his friend." 
The regicide did not enjoy the fruits of his 
crime. Menahem, a general of the army then at 
Tirzah, came up to Samaria, and there slew him, 
after he had nominally reigned one month. 

MENAHEM BEIONED TEN XEABS. 

He returned to Tirzah when Shallum was 
slain, and as the city shut its gates against him, he 
took it by force, and treated the inhabitants with 
great cruelty. In the same manner he possessed 
himself of Tiphsah, (Thapsacus,) and here he 
exercised extraordinary cruelty. But although 
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he possessed a l^rge army, and had established a 
perfect military despotism, Menahem was unable 
to meet in arms Pal, king of Assyria, who was 
preparing to attack him : he therefore sent him 
a present of a thousand talents, which he raised 
by a poll-tax on his soldiers, and thus purchased 
the forbearance of the Assyrian monarch. Me- 
nahem died a natural death, and was succeeded 
by his son, 

PBITAHTAH : WHO EEIGNED TWO YBABS. 

Nothing is recorded of this king, except that 
'* he did evil in the sight of the Lord, and de- 
parted not from the sins of Jeroboam, the son of 
Nebat." He was dethroned and murdered by 

FEKAH, WHO BEI6NED 20 YEABS. 

Pbkah was likewise a military leader, and he 
continued the same fatal policy, and sought to 
strengthen himself by entering into foreign al- 
liances, instead of purifying his kingdom from 
sin and idolatry. As the power of Assyria was 
becoming more formidable every succeeding 
reign, he sought to ally himself with Rezin, 
king of Damascus, and joined with him in a 
war against Judah. We have related in the his- 
tory of that kingdom the victory he obtained 
over Ahaz, and how he was compelled by the 
remonstrances of the prophet Oded, to send 
home his captives unhurt, and without ransom. 
His ally, the king of Damascus, was soon after 
subdued and put to death by Tiglath-pileser, 
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king of Assyria, and his people were carried 
captive from Damascus, and transplanted into 
Upper Media. Here, in a district on the west of 
the Caspian sea, where the ancient river Araxes 
flows into it, there dwells at the present day a 
race of foreign aspect, called Usbecks, or Us- 
keck Tartars, who may perhaps be descendants of 
these captive Syrians. The conquests of Tiglath- 
pileser extended round to the north and east of 
Israel, and the kingdom was again confined 
within narrow limits: its frontiers were threa- 
tened by foreign enemies, and within it was a 
prey to civil faction. Soon after the close of the 
war with Judah, in the third year of the reign 
of its king Ahaz, Pekah was murdered by 
Hoshea, one of his captains, who formed a con- 
spiracy against him; after an interval of nine 
years of faction and civil war, Hoshea triumphed 
over his opponent and reigned in his stead. 

AS IKTEEEEGlSnJM OP 9 TEAES OE AITAECHY FOLLOWS. 

Hoshea, reigned nine years, and was the last 
of the kings of Israel. He did evil in the sight 
of the Lord, though he himself was not so 
flagrantly wicked as some of his predecessors; 
but the nation had sunk into the lowest state of 
corruption and impiety, and had not strength to 
withstand the rapidly growing power of the 
kings of Assyria. When Shalmaneser marched 
to invade his kingdom, Hoshea made no re- 
sistance, but yielded, as he was commanded to 
do by the prophets. The conqueror, satisfied 
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with bis submission, and witb exacting from him 
a heavy present or tribute, withdrew his army, 
and left him in comparative peace. Had he re- 
mained true to this forced agreement, and obeyed 
in this the oft repeated injunctions of Isaiah, 
he might yet perhaps have preserved his king- 
dom; but in violation of his oaths to Shal- 
xnaneser, and in direct opposition to the com- 
mand of the prophet, he sent ambassadors to So, 
king of Egypt, to seek his alliance, and at the 
same time, he refused to send the tribute agreed 
upon to Assyria. His disobedience and folly 
proved fatal. As he might have expected, ithe 
king of Assyria was inflamed with resentment, 
at what he regarded as a breach of his engage- 
ments, or rather as a revolt against his authority ; 
he quickly assembled an army, entered the 
kingdom of Israel, and laid it waste : he then 
marched to Samaria. This city determined to 
resist; the inhabitants shut their gates, and per* 
severingly endured a siege of unexampled se- 
verity, which lasted three years. The horrors of 
famine, and the sword of their enemies, the 
penalties denounced against idolatry, were now 
fearfully experienced. Egypt sent no succour, 
the prophets ofiered no hope of deliverance by 
more than human means, and at length every art 
and every effort being exhausted, Hoshea was 
compelled to submit: Samaria was taken by 
Shalmaneser, king of Nineveh, in the ninth year 
of the reign of Hoshea, and the people were 
carried captive into Assyria, seven hundred and 
twenty-one years before the birth of Christ. 
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Their fate was so exactly foretold by Moses, 
when he placed before the Israelites the judg- 
nients which would fall upon them, if they for- 
sook the Law, that in reading this portion of 
their history, we are lost in astonishment, at the 
hardness of heart, and blindness of anbelief, 
which could so fatally seduce them into idolatry. 
With such warnings recorded in their sacred 
books, with the admonitions of the prophets sup- 
ported by frequent evidences of divine power, 
and with a succession of disaster and defeats, in- 
flicted by the heathen nations whose gods they 
worshipped, in the midst of, and in perverse for* 
getfulness of all these facts and prophecies, did 
the Israelites leave the commandments of the 
Lord their God, reject his statutes, and make to 
themselves molten images, and worshipped all 
the host of Heaven : they even made their sods 
and their daughters to pass through the fire be- 
fore Moloch, and " sold themselves to do evil." 
For these repeated transgressions, God rejected 
them, and delivered them into the hands of the 
spoilers; as He had rent the ten tribes from 
Behoboam, the son of Solomon, so He now cast 
them away, and gave them into the hands of the 
king of Assyria ; " because they departed not 
from the sins of Jeroboam, but did evil in the 
sight of the Lord.*' 

The Ten Tribes were carried away captivei 
and dispersed in Media* and Persia. The 



* Media was at this time subject to Assyria, though it revolted 
some yean after. We do not attempt to enter upon the question 
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sacred history is silent as to their after destiny, 
nor have the learned discovered any positive in- 
dications of their existence as a separate nation, 
nor any undisputed traces of their descendants 
in modern times, though many conjectures have 
been put forth. More is known respecting the 
people transplanted by the conqueror into the 
deserted kingdom of Israel. Shalmaneser re- 
moved hither men from Babylon, Hamath, 
Cuthah, and other places, supposed to be all 
situated on the eastern bank of the river Tigris, 
and who were called indiscriminately Cuthites 
by the Israelites: these he caused to settle in 
the desolate kingdom of Samaria. But they 
were few, and no doubt dispirited with their 
miserable exile from their native land ; and the 
deserted towns, and despoiled and wasted country 
remained but scantily peopled, and ill culti- 
vated. The effects of a ruined and servile popu- 
lation were soon visible ; the country lay waste, 
and lions and beasts of prey took unmolested 
possession of the wilder districts, and soon in- 
creasing in numbers, they descended into the open 
country, and attacked the abodes of men. Terri- 
fied and dismayed, the superstitious inhabitants 
considered it a divine punishment, believing that 
the lions were sent amongst them by the god of 

of Uie fature histoxy of the Ten Tribes : whether they returned 
with the Ten Tribes of Judah and Benjamin, or whether their 
descendants are still to be found in Persia : volumes have been 
written on the subject, and to some of them the curious reader 
is referred. 
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the country, because they had neglected his 
worship: for like all the ancients, they were 
taught that every district had its tutelar divinity, 
and that the gods of every country were to be 
propitiated by honours and worship, offered by 
those who dwelt in the land, whatever might 
be their own particular deities. The Cuthites 
therefore sent to Shalmaneser, to ask from hiai 
an Israelitish priest, in order that he might in- 
struct them in the worship of Jehovah. Shal- 
maneser complied with their demand, and one of 
the priests of the captive Israelites was sent 
back to them; and he dwelt at Bethel, and 
taught the Cuthites, * how they should fear the 
Lord.' But the worship was debased and de- 
graded ; it was not the worship of one Supreme 
God, but merely th6 addition of another deity to 
their own idols; every nation made gods of 
their own, and put them in their houses and 
high places, and they made priests of the lowest 
of the people, and served their own gods after 
the manner of other heathen nations. These 
Cuthites thus settled in Samaria were called 
Samaritans, and are the ancestors of the Sama- 
ritans mentioned in the New Testament, and 
whose history is mingled with that of the Jews, 
after the return of the latter from the seventy 
years' captivity. 

We here close the account of the kingdom of 
Israel, and return to that of Judah, at the death 
of Hezekiah. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

KOreDOM 07 JUDAH, THIBD SECTIOK. 

KAJTASSBH TAEBK OUmrR TO BABTLOVy HXnOSPIH 
XSD BBTTTBITB. AHOH BJSTHBOmBD. JOSIAH'S 
eOOB BEieiT; THB BOOK OF THB liAW ]fOUKl>: 
BLAIK XET A BA.TTI1B AGtAISST PHABAOH STECHO, 
KING OP B6YPT. JXHOAHAZ DEPOSED AlO) CAB- 
BUD TO EGYPT. 

n. Cbion. zxziii— xxxri n. Kings, xxi — ^iziii 

The kingdom of Israel was carried 
697. captive to Nineveh in the seventh year 
of the reign of Hezekiah king of Judah, whose 
history has already been given. Hezekiah was 
succeeded on the throne by his son Manasseh, 
who was unlike himself in every respect, 
and whose unrestrained wicl^edness and daring 
idolatry hastened the downfal of his people, 
so that even to the present time his memory is 
execrated by the Jews, and his reign deplored 
as one of the greatest calamities that befel the 
nation. Manasseh was only twelve years old 
when he began to reign, and something may be 
laid to this account ; in the effects produced by 
flattery, and the possession of a throne at that 
early age, when the mind and heart are so sus- 
ceptable of every impression, and when discipline 
and self controul are most requisite in forming 
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the character of him who is destined to goyera. 
Unfortunately, Manasseh's counsellors were 
men of the worst principles and vices ; bold and 
haughty, who set at nought the law, and dis- 
regarded the warnings of the prophets. Yet 
when the young king assumed the reins of 
government, he showed that his own character 
was even more cruel and depraved than that 
of his ministers. He restored the worst idolatry 
of the ancient nations of Canaan, and polluted 
the courts of the sacred Temple itself with 
altars to all the host of heaven, and even 
placed within its precints an image of Astarte, or 
Astaroth, called the queen of heaven, whose 
rites were celebrated with the most degrading 
vices.* To make the perversion of the people*8 
minds complete, pretended wizards and enchan- 
ters were publicly protected, and became a 
part of the royal court ; and as if to show the 
dreadful eflTects produced by this worship, and 
htSw it can stifle by its superstitious terrors, the 
strongest and holiest ties of nature, Manasseh 
made his son to pass through the fire in honor 
of Moloch, the god of the Ammonites, before 
whom human sacrifices were offered. 

Whilst idolatry thus invaded the Temple, the 
city lyas no less a prey to violence : Manasseh 
shed torrents of innocent blood, and filled Jeru- 
salem with slaughter. In his tyrannical perse- 
cution of all who opposed him, the prophets of 

* Asiarte, supposed to be meant by a "graven image of the 
grore," in 11. Kings xxi. chap. 7th verse. 
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the Lord were not spared ; many were put to 
death, and it is to the daring iniquity of this 
prince, that tradition assigns the dreadful mar- 
tyrdom of Isaiah, who during sixty years had 
prophecied at the court of Judah. Born of royal 
lineage, and connected yet more closely with 
Manasseh if we can trust to what St. Jerome 
asserts, namely, that the king had married the 
prophet's daughter, notwithstanding these claims, 
and in utter disregard of the sacred office which 
he filled, Isaiah was doomed to a cruel death ; he 
was sawn assunder by a wooden saw. It is to 
this murder of Isaiah that St. Paul is supposed 
to allude in Hebrews zi. 37, where he says of 
the prophets, *^ they were stoned, they were sawn 
asunder, were tempted, were slain by the sword." 
The pretended accusation brought by the idola- 
trous king only added to his own guilt, for he 
made a religious regard to the law of Moses, the 
pretext for putting a prophet of that law to 
death. In the sixth chapter of Isaiah, the pro- 
phet in vision declares: ''I saw the Lord sit- 
ting upon a throne;" which the tyrant affirmed 
was contrary to the declaration in Exodus, "No 
man shall see me, and live." So deep is the 
hypocricy of hardened vice, that it seeks to 
veil its worst acts under the semblance of re- 
ligion ! 

When Manasseh had filled up the measure of 
his impiety, he was punished as the kings of 
Israel had been, by being given into the power 
of his enemies. The king of Assyria, Esar- 
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haddon, successor to Shalmaneser, sent an 
anny to invade Judah: his captains were en- 
tirely successful, and Manasseh, while endea- 
vouring to seek safety in a hasty flight, was 
taken alive, and sent loaded with chains to 
Babylon. Here he was thrown into prison, and 
suffered the bitter reward of his crimes. The 
hard lessons of adversity softened his heart ; he 
repented, and humbled himself before God, and 
prayed with tears of deep contrition for pardon 
and forgiveness."*^ His repentance was mercifully 
accepted, and Manasseh being released from 
prison, was restored to favor and sent back to 
Judah, there to reign over his people, though 
no doubt with circumscribed authority. He 
proved by his after conduct that his remorse 
was real and lasting. He now put down idolatry, 
took away the idols, restored the Temple wor- 
ship, and reigned as a just and wise prince : he 
rebuilt the wall of Jerusalem on the west side, 
by the valley of Gihon, which had been thrown 
down, and raised it to a greater height, and he 
strengthened his cities and placed captains of 
experience in them; he stored his fortresses 
with provisions^ and every where the country 
resumed an appearance of peaceful prosperty. 

• In the Apocrypha, or collection of Books not acknow- 
ledged as canonical, there is one styled, the Prayer of Manasses, 
but it rests on no good aiathority ; it was nerer extant in Hebrew, 
but appears to haye been written in later times, probably because 
it is stated, in 11. Chron. zxziii. 18. now the rest of the acts of 
Manasseh, and Ms prayer to Ood, &o.,-— «'* behold they are 
.written in the book of the kings of Israel." 
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Thos Manasseh endeavonred to efface the 
memory of his former sins: he governed with 
pietj and jastice, from the time of his return 
from captivity, and died at the age of sixty- 
seven, after a long reign of fifty-five years. He 
was sacceeded by his son, 

AMOK. 

This prince's reign was short; he followed 
the evil courses of his father before his re- 
pentance, and at the end of two years he was 
slain by a conspiracy of his own servants, and 
murdered in his palace. The conspirators were 
taken and put to death by the people, and his 
son Josiah, then a child only eight years old, 
was placed upon the throne. 

JOSIAH. 

The history of this young prince is sin- 
64o! gularly touching and instructive. From 
his earliest years he was remarkable for humble 
piety, and a strict adherence to the Law, when 
all around yielded to the allurements of idolatry, 
and the flattering example of the court. The 
sacred historian describes him thus; ''he did 
that which was right in the sight of the Lord, 
and walked in the ways of David his father, 
and declined neither to the right hand nor to 
the left."* 

* J)avidt **Aw/a^A«r,''—meuiing Ancestor. 
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Scarcely had he attained his sixteenth year, 
when he instituted a severe inquiry into the idol- 
atrous practices of his people, who were erer 
prone to return to those rites which at once gra- 
tified their love of pleasure, and took away all 
moral restraint. He himself examined into the 
state of the cities, beginning with Jerusalem; 
and he went through the whole land, destroying 
the idols, cutting down the groves, and defiling 
the high places, which had been consecrated to 
the worship of the host of heaven. In his pre- 
sence the altars of Baal were broken down, and 
their carved and molten images crushed and 
pounded into dust, which he ordered to be 
strewn upon the graves of those who had sacri- 
ficed to them. To make the desecration com- 
plete, he burnt upon the altars the bones of the 
idolatrous priests who had ministered before 
them ; and this not only in Judah, but in the 
now subjugated kingdom of Israel. Thus was 
fulfilled the prophecy of the prophet of Judah, 
when he rebuked Jeroboam for setting up the 
worship of the golden calves at Bethel ; for the 
altar that was at Bethel, and the high place 
which Jeroboam had made there, he broke 
down, and he went through the land, and 
stamped the graven images to small powder, and 
burned the groves. Then seeing the sepulchres 
that were in the mount, he took the bones out 
of them, and burned them upon the altar of 
Bethel, and polluted it, according to the word of 
the Lord which the man of God proclaimed. 
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Sut he disturbed not the grave of the prophet 
of Judah, for when they read to him the title on 
the sepulchre, and told bim, *' It is the sepulchre 
of the man of God, which came from Judah 
and proclaimed these things that thou hast done 
against the altar of Bethel, he said. Let him ^ 
alone, Let no man remove his bones. So they 
let his bones alone, with the bones of the prophet 
that came out of Samaria." 

After thus purifying the land from idols, 
Josiah's next care was to repair and beautify the 
Temple. The people were invited to bring their 
contributions for the work, and messengers even 
traversed the deserted kingdom of Israel, where 
a remnant of the lower orders of the captive 
tribes yet lingered, and from thence they brought 
a willing though scanty offering for the pious 
work. The walls which had been in some places 
broken down were rebuilt ; the vessels of gold 
and silver which had been polluted by being 
used for unholy purposes, were melted down, 
and new ones supplied their place ; the courses 
of the priests were commanded to attend in 
regular succession, and once more were heard 
the bands of musicians and singers established 
by David, chaunting the sacred psalms of the 
«< sweet singers of Israel." 

As if to reward the piety of the young king, 
an important discovery was the consequence of 
making these repairs ; the original copy of the 
Law by the hand of Moses, was found by 
Hilkiah the priest. He delivered it into the 
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bands of Shaphan the scribe, to cany to the 
king, who receiyed it with reverence and awe, 
and immediately commanded it to be read before 
him; bat when he heard the denunciations 
against idolatry, and the punishments denounced 
upon the people should they fall into this sin, 
the king in terror rent his clothes, and called 
upon Hilkiah to enquire of the Lord for bim 
and for his people, concerning the words of the 
book, for he said, '' great is the wrath of the 
Lord that is poured out upon us, because our 
fistthers have not kept the word of the Lord, to 
do after all that is written in this book/' So 
completely had the Law fallen into disuse, and 
become an unknown thing. 

In obedience to the king, Hilkiah and those 
appointed to accompany him, went to Huldah 
the prophetess,* to enquire of the Lord for him. 
She gave an answer fearful in its announcement 
of future woe, but consoling to Josiah and his 
people: she declared that all the judgments 
written in the book should come to pass, and all 
those evils fall upon the people of Judab, be- 
cause they had forsaken God, and burned ine^ise 
before idols; but Josiah the king, as he had 
humbled himself before the Lord, he should be 
gathered to the grave in peace, and should not 
see the evil which the Lord would bring upon 
the land, and its inhabitants. 

* StUdah. No other mention is made of this prophetees, but 
•ha 18 not the only example of women being indued with the 
pwphetio spirit. 
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The king was reassured, bat anxious to in- 
stroct his people, he commanded the elders 
and priests, and Levites to assemble, together 
with all the dwellers in Jerusalem, and he went 
up into the court of the Temple, and there read 
to them the Law, and all the words of the book 
of the covenant, that was found in the house 
of the Lord. 

And the king stood in his place, " and made 
a covenant " to observe the Law, and perform 
all the words which were written in the book, 
and he caused the people to take the covenant 
with him, so that during his reign they de- 
parted not from following the Lord. 

To complete the work of reformation, Josiah 
kept the Passover, and commanded that all its 
ancient observances and rites should be strictly 
observed. He gave oxen and sheep for the sacri- 
fices in such abundance, that they doubled the 
number offered in the great Passover of Heze- 
kiah; no such Passover had been kept by any 
former king, and it was the last of any remark- 
able note the nation was permitted to celebrate. 

Josiah continued his wise and religious ad- 
ministration during many successive years, and 
his reign is justly regarded as one of the best 
and most flourishing of the kingdom of Judah. 
At length he fell a sacrifice to his imprudence 
and rashness, in the thirty-ninth year of his age. 
Pharaoh Necho, one of the most enterprising 
of the kings of Egypt, was about to attack 
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Nabopolassar, king of Assyria, who was tben 
extending his conquests in Asia, and had become 
an object of fear and jealousy to the rival king- 
dom of Egypt, then recently united under one 
monarch, Psammetichus, the father of Pharaoh 
Necho."*^ Necho sailed to the coast of Jndea, 
and landed in the northen part, purposing to 
cross the country, in order to invade the do- 
minions of Assyria, and seize upon Carchemish, 
a town on the Euphrates, Nabopolassar being 
at that time engaged with his troops before 
Nineveh. Josiah refused to suffer the Egyptian 
king to pass through his dominions, actuated 
either by a vain confidence in his own streng^, 
or, which is equally probable, out of gratitude 
to the Assyrian monarch, who had allowed him 
to resume the dominion of his ancestors over 
the country of Israel; from whichever motive 
he acted, he did so without the sanction of the 
prophets. Pharaoh Necho on hearing of hia 
opposition sent ambassadors to him, saying, 
''what have I to do with thee, thou king of 

* Sgypt had been separated into twoLre small kingdoms, the 
princes of which were equal : £or a curious account of the man- 
ner in which Psammetichus was first driven out by the other 
princes, and how he finaUj subdued them, and made himself 
master of all Egypt, See SoUMs JMoieni SiHoryf toL 1, page 
64. — ^Nedho possessed a fleet, and sent some ships maimed by 
Phosnioian sttOors, to ciroumnayigate Afirioa; he also commenced 
cutting a canal to unite the Bed Sea with the Nile, but desisted. 
He was successful in this expedition, but Kebuchadnezzar after- 
wards rerenged his &thei^s defeat, and obliged Necho to keep 
within the confines of Egypt. 
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Judah, I come not against thee this day, but 
against the house wherewith I have war." He 
even entreated Josiah to forbear from meddling 
with him, but the over confident king would 
not be advised; he assembled his army, and 
went and met the host of Egypt at Megiddo ; 
here, as he was putting his troops in order of 
battle, an archer wounded him mortally, and 
he called to his servants to carry him out of 
the field. He was placed in a chariot, and 
brought to Jerusalem, where he died. 

Great and sincere was the grief of his people 
for his untimely death. Jeremiah the prophet 
lamented him, and so universal was the mourn- 
ing over the whole laud, that ' to mourn as for 
Josiah' became a proverb. He was honourably 
interred in Jerusalem, in the sepulchres of the 
kings.'*^ 

Jehoahaz, (or Shallum,) the fourth son of 
Josiah, was made king after his father's death. 
Why he was chosen in preference to his elder 
brother, we have no means of knowing: he 
enjoyed his election but a short time, for Pharaoh 
Necho haying conquered Carchemish on the 
Euphrates, stayed on his return through Syria 
at Riblah, near Antioch, a place famed for its 

* The Prophet Zechariah xii. 11. refers to this, "as the 
moommg of Hadadrimmon in the yalley of Megiddo.*' — 
Hfubdrimmon was a town near Kegiddo. Jeromiah's Lament- 
ation is not extant. Some haTO supposed his book of Lament- 
ations to be it, but this opinion is not received by the lesmed, 
as those Lamentations eyidently refer to the subjugation and 
loss of Jerusalem. 
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delightful climate, and abundant supply of wa- 
ter, which rendered it a favorite residence of 
the Syrians; here, sending for Jehoahaz, he 
deposed him, and placed his elder brother Je- 
hoiakim on the throne, at the same time mak- 
ing him tributary. Jehoahaz he carried with 
him to Egypt, where he died. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

JEHOIjLBIM becomes TBIBUTABY to ASSYBIA: B£- 
TOLTS. JEBXTSALEK TA£EN BY KEBUOHADIOSZZAB, 
AKD THE CAPTIVITY BEQnrS. JEHOIASJH DE- 
THBONED. ZEBEKIAH MADE KTETG : BEV0LT8: 
riKAL SIEGE 07 JEBTJSALEM. ZEBEKIAH BLIimBD, 
AITD CABBIEB TO BABYLOIT. DEATH 01* THS 
PBOPHET JEBEMIAH. 

II. Chronicles xxxri. n. Kings zxiy. xxy. Also Jeremiah 
zxziy. — Tliii. 

JEHOIAKXM OB ELIAEIM. 

Thb history of Judah now ceases to be 

B. C. , •' 

609. that of an independent kingdom. Situa- 
ted between Egypt and Assyria, both then at the 
height of their grandeur, and unsupported by 
Jehovah whose authority the people had obsti- 
nately rejected, their kings were but tributary 
princes under whichever monarchy was in the 
ascendant Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt, had 
as we have seen, made a successful inroad into 
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Assyria, while Nabopolassar was engaged in 
the siege of Nineveh but this conquest being 
effected, and his son Nebuchadnezzar, the great- 
est of the Babylonian znonarchs, being now 
joined with him in the government, the tide of 
success changed, and victory attended every 
where the arms of Assyria. Nebuchadnezzar 
retook Carchemish from the Egyptians, subdued 
Syria, and demanded the instant submission of 
the feeble king of Judah. The prophet Jeremiah 
was now at Jerusalem, and he advised, nay, as a 
prophet he commanded Jehoiakim and the peo- 
ple to yield : he spoke the words of prophetic 
warning in their ears, now in the Temple, now 
in the places of public resort; first to the 
princes, then to the people : sometimes by acts 
of singular significance, as by hiding a girdle 
beyond the river Euphrates, and then bringing 
it back marred and spoiled of its beauty, he 
foretold the miseries of famine, defeat, and cap- 
tivity which awaited them. But all was equally 
in vain. And now, in the fourth year of Jehoia- 
kim, when Nebuchadnezzar, victorious over 
Pharaoh Necho, approached Jerusalem, Jere- 
miah in opposition to the courtiers and false 
prophets, who trusted to receive aid from Egypt, 
declared that the people would only add to their 
sufferings by attempting any resistance. Jeho- 
iakim^ however, notwithstanding the urgent ap- 
peals of Jeremiah, persisted in his determi- 
nation to withstand the conqueror. So daring 
was his defiance, that even the princes were 
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alarmed. Jeremiah being imprisoned in his 
house, was commanded to write upon a roll the 
punishments which God woold bring apon the 
people, if they did not repent. Jeremiah wrote 
down these fearful denunciations, and sent Ba* 
ruch his scribe to read them to the people, then 
assembled on a solemn fast day, before the gate 
of the Temple. When this was reported to the 
princes, they sent for Baruch, and desired to 
hear the words read to them ; but when they 
heard that the city should be taken, and they 
themselyes carried into captivity, they were 
afraid, and questioned Baruch anxiously as to 
how he^ had received the roll, and whether the 
words were really those of the prophet. After 
satisfying themselves of their truth, they laid the 
roll in one of the chambers of the palace, and 
first anxiously desiring Baruch to return to 
Jeremiah, and hide himself and the prophet, 
they went to lay the matter before the king. 
Jehoiakim instantly ordered the roll to be 
brought and read to him ; but ere the scribe had 
read three or four leaves, the impious and en- 
raged king seized the roll, and cut it in pieces, 
and threw it on the burning hearth, where it was 
consumed in his presence. Three of the princes 
interceded with the king, and implored him not 
to commit so flagrant an act of impiety, but in 
vain ; while the rest of the courtiers, as daringly 
wicked as Jehoiakim himself, applauded the 
deed. 
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Then the word of the Lord came again to 
Jeremiah, and he was commanded to write an- 
other roll, in the place of the one that Jehoiakim 
had barnt, in which that king was foretold a yet 
worse fate, and his punishment rendered more 
seyere ; while the overthrow of the kingdom of 
Nebuchadnezzar ^as even more clearly and 
positively set down. But Jehoiakim repented 
not. 

The invasion of the Assyrians quickly followed, 
and fulfilled the prediction of the prophet. 
Nebuchadnezzar appeared before Jerusalem, and 
after a short siege, took it. Jehoiakim was 
loaded with fetters, and carried prisoner to 
Babylon ; but on his submission, he was restored 
to liberty, and returned, and was placed again 
on the throne of Judah, to govern as the tribu- 
tary vassal of his great Assyrian conqueror. 
The Temple was plundered of its golden vessels, 
and much of its other riches, and Nebuchad- 
nezzar sent captive to Babylon the sons of the 
noblest families, to serve as hostages for the 
fidelity of the people: amongst these were 
Daniel and his three friends, best known by 
their Persian names of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. 

From this first carrying away of many of the 
noblest of the Hebrew families by the king of 
Babylon, is reckoned the beginning of the 
seventy years captivity, which dates from the 
fourth year of the reign of Jehoiakim. Before 
Christ, 606. 
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The rest of the reign of Jehoiakim presents 
the same obstinacy, followed by the same conse- 
quences. He revolted at the end of three years 
from his forced obedience to Nebuchadnezzar, 
who being engaged in other more important 
wars, left the subjugation of Judea to his go- 
Tcrnors in the neighbouring countries of Moab, 
Ammon, and Syria. For three years the war 
continued, and Moabites, Ammonites, and Sy- 
rians attacked the kingdom by turns, laying 
waste the land, and inflicting all the miseries of 
famine, and the oppression of lawless bands of 
predatory soldiery upon the people. At length 
Jehoiakim was slain, and his remains were ex- 
posed to the worst indignities, as Jeremiah had 
declared : his dead body " was cast out in the 
day to the heat, and in the night to the frost," 
and receked '' the burial of an ass.*'* 

JEHOIiJaH. 

On the death of Jehoiakim, his son Jehoiakin, 
(Coniah,") was placed upon the throne; but 
scarcely had he reigned three months, when 
Nebuchadnezzar again appeared in person before 
Jerusalem, which surrendered to him. He de- 
throned Jehoiakin, and carried him captive to 
Babylon, together with the royal family and the 
nobles who were still left, the officers of the 
army, and the king's household, and even the 
craftsmen and artificers, probably in order that 
they might assist in adorning with works of 

• See Jeremiah xxxri, 30. 
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art, his own magnificent capital of Babylon; 
a city whose vast walls, palaces, and hanging 
gardens were to become the wonder of the 
world. Ezekiel the prophet was also among 
the captives, none remained behind in Jerusa- 
lem but the poorest of the people, and over 
these Nebuchadnezzar placed Zedekiah, uncle 
of Jehoiakin, and son of Josiah, to be the 
nominal king. 

Zedekiah dragged on an inglorious and feeble 
reign during eleven years: he learnt neither 
wisdom nor piety from the misfortunes of his 
family, but committed the same errors, and 
held on the same evil course of folly and sin, 
which had brought ruin on his predecessors. 
During these miserable years, Ezekiel among 
the captives in Babylon, and Jeremiah in Jeru- 
salem, never ceased exhorting both king and 
people to submit patiently to the dominion of 
Assyria, saying that such was the will of the 
Lord, and that if they rebelled they would 
surely be again conquered, and the city would 
then be burnt, and the people that escaped 
the sword should be carried captive to Baby- 
Ion. At one time, Jeremiah was commanded 
to wear a wooden yoke, and to give yokes to 
the ambassadors from Edom, Moab, Tyre, and 
Sidon, who were come up to Zedekiah, and to bid 
them return and say to their masters, that thus 
must they put on the yoke of the king of 
Babylon ; that those nations who submitted 
2a 
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would remain in their land and live in peace, 
but that those who refused to obey the word 
of the prophet and attempted to resist, would 
be consumed by famine, pestilence, or the 
sword, and at last be utterly driven out from 
their country and removed to another place. 
The same command was addressed to Zedekiah; 
and he was especially warned, not to listen to 
the deceitful and flattering words of the false 
prophets, who pretended to predict otherwise, 
saying, that Zedekiah should not serve the king 
of Babylon, and that so far, from the city 
being again taken and plundered, the plunder 
already carried away should be restored, and 
the golden vessels of the Temple should be 
sent back ! Again and again did the trae 
prophets repeat their message, — "hearken not 
unto them, for I have not sent them saith the 
Lord, but serve the king of Babylon and 
live; wherefore should the city be laid waste." 
Yet were the false prophets so bold in their 
rebellion, that one of them named Hananiah, 
was daring enough to take the yoke from off 
the neck of Jeremiah, and break it in pieces 
before the people, declaring that, " thus the Lord 
would break the yoke of the king of Babylon 
from off the neck of all the nations who served 
him, within the space of two years!" But the 
Lord had not sent Hananiah, and he was pun- 
ished : according to the word of Jeremiah, he 
died within the year, "because he taught re- 
bellion, and made the people trust in a lie." 
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Rejecting the advice, and despising the 
threatenings of Jeremiah and Ezekiel, and 
even pretending to find a contradiction in their 
words, Zedekiah madly rushed on to his 
destruction.* He revolted from Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and in the ninth year of his reign the 
Assyrians appeared before Jerusalem and be- 
sieged it. Zedekiah hoped to receive aid from 
Pharaoh Hophra, king of Egypt; but Jere- 
miah warned him that this hope was vain : 
in a former reign Isaiah had declared, that 
Egypt was a broken reed, and should pierce 
the hand that leant upon it, and so it was to 
be again, for the Egyptians could not deliver 
Zedekiah from the king of Babylon. For a 
few months indeed, Zedekiah's deceitful hopes 
seemed about to be realized, for Nebuchad* 
nezzar, hearing that Pharaoh Hophra was march- 
ing to his attack, raised the siege of Jerusalem, 
and went to meet this more formidable enemy. 
He gained a complete victory, and drove the 
Egyptian back into his own country; he then 
returned into Syria, and sent his army to resume 
the siege of Jerusalem. 

During the short absence of the Assyrians, 
Jeremiah, finding his prophecies disbelieved, and 
his warnings utterly vain, determined to leave 
the devoted city, and thus show by seeking his 

* While Jeremiah declared that Zedekiah would be carried 
to Babylon, Ezekiel with equal truth predicted, that Zedekiah 
would not 848 Babylon ; both predictions were exactly fulfilled} 
u he was blinded before being taken there. 
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own security elsewhere, his certainty of its ap- 
proaching fall. But he was arrested at the 
gate by the captain of the ward, and carried 
before the council of princes, and accused of 
falling away to the Chaldeans. In yain he 
denied the preposterous charge; they felt or 
feigned violent indignation against his supposed 
desertion, and ordered him to be imprisoned. 

When Zedekiah heard of what had been 
done, he sent secretly for Jeremiah, and asked 
him if ''ke had any word from the Lord,'' 
for him. "There is," replied the prophet, 
" thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the 
king of Babylon:" "but what," he went on 
to say, "what have I offended against thee, 
or against the people, that they should put me 
in prison ? And where are the prophets which 
said the king of Babylon should not come up 
against this land?" 

For a moment the king was moved, and 
actuated either by shame or fear, he com- 
manded that Jeremiah should be placed in a 
milder imprisonment, in the court of the prison 
house, and fed daily with "a piece of bread 
out of the baker's street," until all the bread 
in the city should be spent. And thus the 
prophet remained in prison until the city was 
finally taken by the Assyrians. 

As Jeremiah foretold, the Assyrians having 
repulsed the Egyptians, returned and encamped 
again before the walls of Jerusalem. The 
miseries of war and famine were now endured 
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in their fullest force, but the people still 
hearkened to the fatal advice of their false pro- 
phets, who promised them speedy relief and 
victory, and were indignant that Jeremiah con- 
tinued to foretel the surrender of the city. The 
princes complained to Zedekifkh, that the pro- 
phet weakened the arm of the soldiers by his 
evil denunciations, and they desired that he 
should be put to death : to which iniquitous de- 
mand the king weakly yielded, saying, they 
were stronger than he. On this Jeremiah was 
thrown into a deep and horrible dungeon: 
apparently an old well, which had no water in it, 
but was full of mire : into this pit the prophet 
was let down with cords. Here he must soon 
have died, but that an attendant of the king's, 
an Ethiopian, full of compassion and horror at 
the deed, came privately and informed Zedekiah 
of what had been done, assuring him that Jere- 
miah must inevitably expire of hunger and 
misery, if left where he was. The king com- 
manded the Ethiopian to take thirty men with 
him, and go and release the prophet, which was 
done, though with difficulty : they threw cords 
down, which Jeremiah placed under his arms, 
and in that manner was drawn up, and was 
rescued from his terrible situation. 

Meanwhile the city was closely besieged : the 
king continued to ask counsel of Jeremiah, and 
yet to act in direct opposition to his advice. The 
prophet promised him his life, and that the city 
should not be burnt, if he would at once sur- 
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render, and go and yield himself op to the 
king of Babylon. But Zedekiah was deaf to 
his counsel ; he held on a feeble resistance antil 
no food remained in the city, and then he at- 
tempted to escape under cover of the darkness 
of night. He and his attendants fled by way of 
the king's garden, on the side opposite to that 
where the besiegers were encamped, and they 
succeeded in getting dear of the walls at the 
instant that the enemy stormed the city, and 
entered it by the other gate; but the fugitives 
were quickly pursued, and were come up with 
and taken in the plain of Jericho. 

Thus fell Zedekiah, the last of the kings of 
Judah : he was led captive to Hiblah, near An- 
tioch, where Nebuchadnezzar awaited the success 
of his army before Jerusalem : and here the un- 
happy king and his family, and the chief of the 
princes, were brought before the conqueror. 
His judgment was cruel, but it was rare in those 
days to treat the vanquished with humanity, 
especially when the charge of rebellion could be 
urged against the unhappy victims. Nebuchad- 
nezzar ordered the princes to be put to death ; 
he caused the sons of Zedekiah to be mercilessly 
slain in their father's sight, and then put out 
his eyes, loaded him with chains of brass, and 
carried him a prisoner to Babylon. 

Thus was strictly fulfilled the words of Eze- 
kiel, zii. 13, *' I will bring him to Babylon, to 
the land of the Chaldeans ; yet shall he not see 
it, though he shall die there." 
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By order of Nebuchadnezzar, the city of 
Jerusalem was laid utterly waste,* the Ark of 
the Covenant and the altars and sacred vessels 
were carried to Babylon, and the glorious Tem- 
ple of Solomon was burnt with fire ; so were the 
palaces which he and his successors had built 
and adorned with such lavish cost ; the walls of 
the city were thrown down, and the people either 
slain by the sword, or carried away captive to 
the banks of the Euphrates: Jeremiah alone was 
treated with respect, by the express command of 
Nebuchadnezzar. He was set at liberty: an 
honourable maintenance was ofiered him if he 
went to Babylon, but he was allowed to reside 
where he pleased, and he chose to stay in Judea, 
and dwell at Mizpah, with the scattered remnant 
of the people who yet remained in the land. 
Over these, Gedaliah, a Hebrew, was placed as 
governor. But even this miserable elevation was 
envied. Ishmael, a man of royal descent, who 
had fled to the Ammonites, when he heard of 
the wise administration of Gedaliah, which drew 
around him all the Israelites who were dispersed 
in the neighbouring districts, and seemed to pro- 
mise some alleviation of their miseries when 

he saw this he was moved with envy, and deter, 
mined to murder Gedaliah, probably expecting to 

* The daj when Jenualem was taken, and the day nearly a 
month after, on which Nebuzaradan, the captain of the Assy- 
xyians, executed the cruel mandate of Nebuchadnezzar, and 
utterly laid waste and levelled the city, are still mourned by the 
Jews on a day of a solemn fast and humiliation. 
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sapplant him, and govern in his stead. Johanan, 
a leader of the people, warned the ansaspicioos 
Gedaliah of the intentions of Ishmael ; bat he 
refused to believe in such base treachery, and when 
the traitor came to him in the guise of a friend, he 
received him, and admitted him to his table. 
But Ishmael was unmoved even by the sacred 
bond of hospitality ; he rose with ten men whom 
he had brought with him, and slew Gedaliah, 
and carried away all the captives to the country 
of Ammon. 

There remains little to relate of the Israelites 
who yet stayed in the land : the leaders came to 
Jeremiah, and demanded to know what was the 
will of the Lord concerning them : the prophet 
answered, "Behold I will pray for you, and 
whatsoever the Lord shall answer you, I will 
declare it unto you, I will keep nothing from 
you." They promised to obey, whether the 
word of the Lord should be good, or whether 
it should be evil. At the end of ten days, the 
prophet sent for Johanan and the other cap- 
tains, and gave them this answer; that they 
should abide in the land, and should not be 
afraid of the king of Babylon, for that God 
would be with them, and they should be de- 
livered out of his hand, and live in peace in 
their own country. But if they refused to obey, 
and persisted in their resolution to go into 
Egypt thinking to live in peace, that there, 
war and famine should overtake them, and 
they should miserably perish. 
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In direct opposition to the counsel they had 
come to seek themselves, by a wretched infatu- 
ation scarcely possible to account for, the leaders 
suddenly changed their tone, and accused Jere- 
miah of dealing falsely with them, and not in- 
terpreting truly the word of the Lord. " Thou 
speakest falsely," they exclaimed, *' The Lord 
our God hath not sent thee to say, Go not. 
unto Egypt, to sojourn there." In this rebel- 
lious spirit, they followed the dictates of their 
own fears, and collecting together the remnant 
of the people, and carrying with them Jere- 
miah and Baruch his Scribe, they fled into 
Egypt, and settled there: very few lived to 
return. 

In Egypt, Jeremiah continued to foretell the 
calamities that should befall both his own peo- 
ple and the Egyptians; and according to a 
tradition generally adopted, he was there stoned 
to death by his enraged countrymen: though 
some assert it was by order of the Egyptians, 
in revenge for his predicting evil to their nation. 

Here the history of the kingdom of Judah 
ceases: the land remains desolate, its princes 
are captives^ and the glory of Jerusalem is de- 
parted. Famine, the sword of the enemy, 

and last of all, captivity, have thus performed 
their appointed work ; because, deaf to the pro- 
phets of the LoRD» the people trusted in idols 
that could not save, and forsook the Law of 
their God. 

2b 
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Before following them into their captivity 
in Babylon, a short account will be given of the 
prophets, most of whom lived and wrote their 
prophecies during the reigns of the latter kings 
of Judah and Israel. 



Note. The story of Judith in the Apocrypha, is 
considered to be an historical record by Dr. Hales, 
and other learned commentators : the events it relates 
happened it is thought during the minority of Joash, 
(though some authors place the time after the long 
captivity in Babylon,) we shall therefore give a brief 
notice of it here. 

Nebuchodonozor king of Nineveh, made war upon 
Media, and sent ambassadors to all his tributary 
vassals, commanding them to send him troops : most 
of the subject nations complied, but the countries 
bordering upon Judea, and Judea itself refused, and 
dismissed his ambassadors with contumely. For want 
of sufficient succours, Nebuchodonozor was not able 
to invade Media until the seventeenth year of his 
reign, when he marched against the kingdom and sub- 
dued it. He returned in triumph to Nineveh, and 
feasted and took his ease, he and his army, a hundred 
and twenty days in honor of his victory. His cour- 
tiers now suggested, that he ought to avenge himself 
upon those rebellious nations who had withheld 
their assistance : whereupon he called his nobles and 
officers together, and concluded " to afflict the whole 
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earth," and they agreed to destroy all flesh that did 
not obey the commandment out of the king's mouth. 
Accordingly, Holofemes his general assembled a very 
large army, and marched towards Judah, and in obedi- 
ence to the cruel orders he had received, he destroyed 
the towns, burnt up the fields, utterly laid waste the 
country, and even threw down the idols and temples 
in order that all nations should worship Nebuchod- 
onozor only, and all tongues and tribes should call 
upon him as god. The countries round Judea 
quickly sent in their submission; but the Israelites 
prepared to resist, and Joacim, (or Hilkiah) the high 
priest who governed during the minority of Joash, 
sent troops to garrison the strong cities, and to secure 
the passes in the mountains, and particularly recom- 
mended the people of Bethulia, a town in the north 
that guarded the defiles which led into the country, to 
be firm and faithful, and not sufier the Assyrians to 
pass. Holofernes, indignant at this show of resist- 
ance, enquired haughtily, who the people were in the 
hill country, and wherein was their power and 
strength, and why they, more than all the inhabitants 
of the west, had not come to meet him? Then 
Achior, a leader of the Ammonites, gave him a history 
of the Israelites : how they had originally come out of 
Chaldea, because they would not worship the gods of 
their fathers, but worshipped the God whom they 
knew, the God of heaven ; and he told how they had 
been brought out of Egypt, when they cried unto 
their God, and how the Eed Sea had been dried up 
before them, and he ended by saying that, as they 
always prospered when they were obedient to their 
Qody it would be dangerous to attack them, lest 
the Assyrians should themselves be defeated, and 
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become a leproaoh before the world. On heaiiBg 
this, Holofemes was exceediiiglj angiy, and threa- 
tened Achior with death, when he should have con- 
quered the country of Judah ; and to make his con- 
tempt of his advice more apparent, he commanded 
some soldiers to carrj Adiior up to 6ethuli% xdA 
deliver him into the hands of the Israelites, that he 
might perish miserably with them, when the city 
should be taken by his troops. So they bound Achior, 
and brought him and cast him down at the foot of the 
hill on which the city of Bethulia stood. Then the 
men of the ciiy came out, and unloosed his bonds, 
and led him to the governors of the town, to whom 
he related the extraordinary cause of his being thus 
treated ; on learning which they received him gladly, 
and behaved to him with great kindness. 

The next day Holofemes commenced the siege of 
Bethulia, or rather its blockade ; for by the advice of 
his captains, he did not attempt to take it by assault, 
its situation beiag deemed impregnable, but he spread 
his army over the valleys and hills near, cut off all 
supplies, and set guards on the wells and fountains of 
water, which gushed out at the foot of the hill on 
which the city stood. By these means the place was 
soon reduced to the greatest distress: the governors 
were ready to endure all extremities rather than yield, 
but the inhabitants murmured; they assembled tumul- 
tuously and demanded of Ozias and the elders that 
they should submit, and they reproached them for not 
having bought peace of the Assyrians at any cost; '4t 
is better," they said, " that the whole dty should be 
for a i^il to Holofemes and aQ his army, than to die 
of thirst." Ozias with some difficulty persuaded the 
people to wait five days more, and then if no aid came, 
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he promised to yield the city to Holofernes. Now there 
was in Bethulia a young widow, named Judith, a 
woman of extreme beauty, and of irreproachable 
manners, who had molimed her husband's death in 
privacy during three years, and was looked upon as a 
woman of extraordinary wisdom and sanctity. When 
she heard of the promise made by Ozias, she sent for 
him and the elders, and reproached them with their 
want of faith in not trusting to deliverance from G-od, 
who had shown their nation such signal favour, and 
preserved them in yet worse calamities: and when 
they excused their conduct, and pleaded the distress 
of the people, and entreated her to pray to G-od for 
them, she replied that she would do a thing which 
should be spoken of through all generations; but they 
were not to enquire into her intended act, as she 
would not declare it until she should have accom- 
plished it : but that she and her waiting woman would 
leave the city that night, and the Lonn would deliver 
them by her hand. She then dismissed the governors, 
and spent the remainder of the day in prayer. 

Accordingly, when evening came, she laid aside her 
mourning habit, and adorned herself with her richest 
attire, and giving her maid a bag of parched corn and 
some figs, together with a bottle of wine and a cruse 
of oil to carry, they both left the city, and descended 
into the valley ; the governors who had come forth to 
see if she executed her promise of the morning, and 
the common soldiers who guarded the gates, all mar- 
velling at her extreme beauty. When she was per- 
ceived by the out-posts of the enemy, they met her, 
and questioned her: she declared that she had fled 
from the city, because she knew that it would be 
taken and consumed, and that she desired to be led 
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to their general, as she could shew him a way bj 
which he should win all the hill country, without 
losing the life of a single man. Struck with her 
appearance, and with a certain air of superiority, the 
men hastened to obey her : they chose some of their 
band to conduct her safely to Holofemes, assuring 
her that she had no cause for alarm, for that he would 
treat her well. When the party reached the camp, 
the soldiers crowded round to see her pass, and even 
Holofernes himself came out of his tent, with silver 
lamps carried before him, to receive her. Judith 
prostrated herself at his feet ; but he raised her, and 
graciously promised her his protection, declaring that 
he hurt no one who was willing to serve his master 
Nebuchodonozor, and should never have lifted up a 
spear against her city, if they had not themselves 
provoked his anger. 

Then Judith proceeded to give a feigned account of 
her having left the city because it would not long be 
able to defend itself. She repeated what Achior, 
the Ammonite, had said to Holofemes, and declared 
he had spoken truth; for that except the people 
sinned against God, no enemy could ever prevail 
against them. But now, she said, they were about to 
be given up to the Assyrians for punishment, for the 
people were reduced to such great distress for want of 
food and water, that they were resolved to eat the 
first fruits of the com, and the wine, and oil which 
wete sanctified for the temple service, and also to lay 
hands upon their cattle, even such as they were for- 
bidden by their law to eat ; she added that the elders 
had sent to Jerusalem for a licence from the senate to 
commit these sins, and that until that arrived, Holo- 
femes must not attack them ; but that she should 
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knoWy and would inform him at the proper time, 
and then lead him to victory through the heart of Ju- 
dea, and set his throne in the midst of Jerusalem; 
" thou shalt drive them as sheep that have no shepherd, 
a dog shall not so much as open his mouth at thee !" 

Holofemes listened to her words with wonder and 
delight ; he readily promised her complete liberty and 
safety, and leave to go out of the camp every night, 
into the valley before the city, where she remained in 
prayer till morning, when she returned to the tent 
which was set apart for her use. In this manner 
Judith was secured from insult, and free to follow her 
own religious observances, and thus three days 
passed ; on the fourth, Holofemes made a feast to his 
own servants only, not to the officers of the army, 
and to this more private banquet he invited Judith, 
sending her a respectful message, and entreating her 
presence. Judith went, preceded by her maid carry- 
ing soft skins, which were laid down for her to sit 
upon ; and although she partook not of the banquet, 
for she eat her own provisions, yet she greatly de- 
lighted Holofemes by her conversation, and the sur- 
passing charm of her beauty. But her presence did 
not prevent his yielding to the usual temptations of 
a feast ; indeed it excited him to greater excess, and 
*' he drank much more wine than he had drunk at any 
time in one day since he was bom." In consequence, 
when evening came he lay extended on his couch or 
divan, in the deep heavy sleep of intemperance. The 
attendants being weary with the length of the 
carouse, were in haste to depart ; they shut the tent, 
and dismissed the waiters without, and thus was 
Judith left alone with Holofemes stupified and asleep. 
Deeming herself chosen to deliver her people, and 
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that her enemy was thus giv^i into her hand, site 
approached the pillow of his couch, and took down 
the sword which hung suspended near, and with it 
smote Holofemes as he lay with all her strength twice, 
and severed his head firom his body. She then took 
the head, and joining her maid who waited for her at 
the tent door, they put the head in the bag wbich 
usually carried th^ provision, and walked forth &om 
the camp towards the vaUey before the city : as this 
was her custom, it attracted no observation, and sbe 
returned in safety to the city. 

When the men on the walls heard her voice, as ^ 
called to them from afar to open the gates, they 
summoned the elders, and all ran in haste, small and 
great, in a tumult of joy and expectation to meet her, 
and gathered round and made a fire to give light that 
they might behold her. Then she took out the 
bloody trophy, and said, " behold the head of Holo- 
femes ! the LoBB hath smitten him by ^e hand of a 
woman." The astonishment and gratitude of the peo- 
ple may be imagined, and their joy was complete when 
assured that Judith herself had received no injury ; 
the arm of the Lohb had shielded her in the midst 
of danger, and she had delivered her people and her- 
self from the sword of the (^pressor. 

The next morning the head of Holofemes was dis- 
played before the wall, and when the Assyrians saw 
it, and found their general was actually slain, and by 
such extraordinary means, they were seized with a 
superstitious panic and fled ; the Israelites pursued 
after them, and the Assyrians were completely driven 
out of all the country. Judith joined in the pul^c 
rejoicings for their wonderful deliverance, which were 
celebrated with great pomp at Jerusalem ; she then 
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returned to her native city of Bethulia, where she 
lived greatly honoured to an extreme old age. 

Such is the story of Judith : it corresponds exactly 
with the historical events of this period, and the 
opinions and manners of the age in which it occurred, 
and in this yiew, deserves to be regarded as neither 
incredible nor blameable. We must always recollect 
that deceit and falsehood with a declared enemy were 
not considered as in the slightest degree wrong 
before the coming of Christ : it is to him we owe our 
higher ideas of moral obligation towards all men, bo 
they friends or foes, and by him alone is man taught 
that truth must be spoken simply and solely in obedi- 
ence to the will of Ood. Tn\th was considered by 
the ancients as binding only in the ordinary relations 
of life ; not in war, nor with enemies ; and every act, 
however revolting, became ennobled in their eyes if 
performed in the service of their country : if to these 
opinions then universal, we add the strong religious 
feelings of a woman of Israel, called upon, as she 
believed, to deliver her people from servitude to a 
king who erected himself into a god, and demanded 
to be worshipped as such, — we shall want no deeper 
motive for the conduct of Judith, but grant that it 
was in her at least heroic : and with regard to its 
permitted success, we have seen that this was granted 
when the people were faithful, and asked deliverance 
in faith : the manner of the deliverance being often 
left to be effected by themselves, and therefore 
directed, of course, by their imperfect and sometimes 
mistaken ideas of moral obligation. 
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TABLE OF THE PROPHETS, IN ORDEK OF TIME, 

(Aeeording to Biahop Gray.) 



Jonah 



Before Christ. 

between 856 & 784 



AmoB 810... 785 

Hoaea 810... 725 

Isaiah 810... 698 

Joel 810... 660 

Micah 768 ...699 

Nahum 720... 698 

Zephaniah 640. ..609 

Jeremiah 628... 586 

Habakkuk 612... 598 

Daniel 606... 534 

Obadiah 588... 583 

Ezekiel 595... 536 

Haggai about 520 ... 518 

Zechariah from 520 to 518 
or longer 

Malachi between 436 ... 397 



KingB of Jvdah. 

Athaliah & Joash. 



Uzziah. 

Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 
to the third year of 
Hezekiah. 

Uzziah to Hezeldah, & 
perhaps toManasseh. 



Uzziah, or possibly Ma- 
nassetu 

Jotham, Ahaz, & Heze- 
kiah. 

Probably towards the 
close of Hezekiah'fl 
reign. 

In the reign of Josiah. 

From the 13th year of 
Josiah. 

Probably in the reign of 
Jehoiakim. 

During all the Capti- 
vity. 

Between the taking of 
Jerusalem by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and the 
destruction of the 
Edomites by him. 

During part of the Cap- 
tivify. 

AjRier the return from 
Babylon. 

Ibid. 
Ibid. 



EmgBofbnd. 

Jehu&Jebo- 
ahaz: bot 
Joash and 
Jeroboam 
theSeoond, 
according 
to Blair. 

Jeroboam n. 

Jeroboam IL 



From MflDA- 
hem, to 
after the 
Captivity 
of Israel 



Pekah,Bnd 
Hosea. 

During the 
Captivity 
of Israel 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

IlfTEODUOTOET EEMAEKS ON THE PEOPHETS. 
THE PBOPHET JONAH. 

DuRiMG the course of the preceding history, 
we have seen a succession of prophets raised up, 
who, taking the place of the first High Priests, 
became the organs of communication between 
God and his chosen people ; they made known 
His will, and were the authorized guides of the 
nation and its rulers. The kings, although en- 
dowed with the usual attributes of royalty, 
governed but with a delegated authority. When 
the Israelites demanded to have a king like 
other nations, and Saul was anointed, he was 
only the visible sovereign ; the object of respect 
and observance, and the leader of their armies ; 
but he had no power beyond ; he could not alter 
a single law in the code established .by Moses, 
and when he transgressed those laws in his own 
person, he received punishment in private afflic- 
tion and public disasters, and when that failed 
to effect his repentance, he was removed from 
the throne, and another king substituted. The 
kings of Judah and Israel were the vicegerents 
of Jehovah ; nothing more : the government of 
the Israelites was a Theocrasy, and they were 
only the appointed administrators of the Law 
givQn by God on Mount Sinai. 
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Yet as power has ever been prone to oTcr- 
step its appointed bounds, there was a check 
put upon the caprice and self-exaltation of the 
princes of Judah and Israel, by the presence of 
the prophets. These prophets were sometimes 
only inspired to act on particular occasions ; bnt 
as the vices of the nation increased, and the 
haughty disobedience of its kings became more 
open and violent, the power of the prophets was 
magnified in proportion: thus a sure defence 
was provided for any of the people who nobly 
dared to brave the anger of their idolatrous 
kings, and the proudest of their monarchs was 
made to feel, from time to time, the divine 
authority under which they governed. Elijah 
and Blisha opposed the most violent and cruel 
of the monarchs of Israel ; and when the sister 
kingdom of Judah fell into the same state, 
Isaiah and Jeremiah appeared to rebuke the 
obstinacy of the people and their kings. Towards 
the close of each dynasty, the number and great- 
ness of the prophets increased ; and when their 
threatenings and denunciations were disregarded, 
they appealed to future events, unknown to 
man but revealed to them by God, and boldly 
but sorrowfully foretold the fate which awaited 
their own people, and the nations with whom 
their history and misfortunes were interwoven. 

These last were the prophets whose writings 
are come down to us, and are the prophetSv of 
the Old Testament Scriptures. They appeared 
when the glory of the nation was departing, and 
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when, deaf to the warnings of their holy men, 
the people persisted in trusting to alliances with 
the heathen, and Egypt, Syria, and Assyria by 
turns were courted for their friendship, or sub- 
mitted to as conquerors ; then did the prophets 
rebuke the rulers for their folly and sin in trust- 
ing to any power but Jehovah, and foretell the 
extinction of their ill founded hopes, and pourtray 
in striking language the future ruin of those 
proud and haughty nations. The books of the 
prophets contain distinct predictions of the fate 
of all the people and cities connected by neigh- 
bourhood or intercourse with the Israelites: the 
destruction of Tyre and her princely merchants ; 
Egypt, with her ancient civilization and gigan- 
tic memorials of past greatness, was to pass from 
her native race and be no more a nation ; the 
fall of both Nineveh and Babylon were minutely 
foretold even to the manner of their destruc- 
tion, and Cyrus, the conqueror of the latter, 
was mentioned by name; all these prophecies 
were delivered when those kingdoms were at 
the height of their glory, and when no human 
eye could see beyond the long vista of power, 
opulence, and victory which then lay open before 
them. 

Yet these predictions relating to foreign states, 
important as they are, were but subsidiary to the 
one great theme of the prophets, namely, the 
future destinies of their own people, and the 
coming of their and the world's Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ. This was the glorious consumma- 
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tion of all their hopes, the reward of their suf- 
ferings, the redemption (if accepted) of thar 
nation, and of the whole earth. 

When war and famine desolated the chosen 
land, and the miseries their sins had brought 
upon them caused the yoice of wailing to be in 
their streets, and the sounds of joy and of mirtli 
to be no more heard, when yet greater tribula- 
tion and woe was at hand, and a long captivity 

was about to commence then, in order to 

comfort those who yet trusted in Jehovah, were 
the prophets heard predicting the happy return 
of their descendants to their native land, the 
rising of a second and more glorious temple 
from the ashes of the one about to be destroyed, 
and in that Temple the appearance of the Mes- 
siah, promised of old to Abraham. The more 
the nation was humbled and oppressed, the more 
triumphantly did Isaiah and the other prophets 
describe in glowing language the future restora- 
tion of the whole nation, and the blessings of the 
Messiah's kingdom. These predictions were re- 
corded and written down by the prophets them- 
selves or their scribes, and were either publicly 
recited, or affixed on the gates of the Temple. 
Their style is magnificent, forcible, and highly 
figurative ; abounding in metaphor, and, as 
Bishop Gray remarks,* " every object of nature 
or art that can afford allusions is explored with 
industry, and every scene of creation and every 

* Gray's Key, 325 page. Lowth Heb. Poetry. Lecture yi. 
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page of science seems to have unfolded its rich 
varieties, to afford emblems and illustrations to 
the sacred writers. The cedars of Lebanon, 
the celestial bodies, and the lofty mountains, are 
chosen as emblems of earthly dignity. The 
mighty Lebanon, the fertile Carmel adorned 
with olives and vineyards, typifying the great- 
ness of kings and states, or whatever is beautiful 
and pleasant, while " the effects of moral evil 
are equally shown under the storms and convul- 
sions of nature: the pollutions of sin are re- 
presented by external impurities, and the benefi- 
cial influence of righteousness is depicted by the 
serenity and confidence of peaceful life."* 

With regard to the metre, if indeed there 
were any in the Hebrew poetry, its knowledge is 
entirely lost ; nor have the learned agreed in de- 
termining whether it was subject to rules of 
numbers and feet. But apart from all that de- 
pends upon the proper pronunciation of the 
Hebrew language, now unknown, there are cha- 
racteristics pointed out by Bishop Lowth which 
the mere English reader may understand, and 
which greatly enhance the pleasure of the student 
of these difiicult compositions. In the lyrical 
parts of the Old Testament, besides the frequent 
use of Allegory, Metaphor, and Personification, 
there is an arrangement of the parts, as though 
adapted to be sung by different choirs; some- 

• Gray — page 346. Lowth, Lecture 8rd, on Hebrew Metre. 
2d 
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times two, sometimes more, and then a chorus, 
in which the idea is taken up and amplified and 
sang by all united. This arrangeme^nt is also 
frequent in the more impassioned portions of the 
prophetical writings. There is besides what 
Bishop Lowth styles, " the Antithetical parallel- 
ism," in which instead of being repeated, the 
sentiments and words are strongly opposed and 
contrasted: this form agrees best with the 
expression of wise sayings and maxims, and 
abounds in the book of Proverbs ; as, 

The blows of a friend are faithful ; 

But the kisses of an enemy are treacherous. 

The cloyed will trample upon an honey-comb ; 
But to the hungry every bitter thing is sweet. 

Prov. xxvii. 6, 7. 

There is who maketh himself rich, and wanteth 

all things; 
Who maketh himself poor, yet hath much wealth. 

Pbov. xiii. 7. 
(Lowth' 8 translation.) 

Isaiah adopts this style in describing the fate 
of his countrymen who forsook their God for 
idols, thus translated by Bishop Lowth, 

" Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye shall be 
famished ; 
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Behold, my servants shall drink, bat ye shall be 
thirsty ; 

Behold, my servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be 
confounded ; 

Behold, my servants shall sing aloud for glad- 
ness of heart, 

Bat ye shall cry aloud for grief of heart, 
And in the anguish of a broken spirit shall ye 
howl."* 

Isaiah Ixv. 13, 14. 

The boo^Ls of the Prophets are not however 
entirely poetical : some like Jonah are historical, 
and in all of them historical portions occur 
which are written in prose. The difference is 
apparent even in the English translation, and 
will generally be distinguished by the careful 
student of these sublime productions. Also the 
style of each Prophet is characterized by marks 
of individual personality, and it would be as im- 
possible to transpose their writings, as to substi- 
tute other names for those of our own well 
known poets and historians. 

Some observations upon the style of each 
prophet will be given in the short sketch of 
their lives and writings which follows: but we 
earnestly recommend our youthful readers to 
refer to abler works for a full treatment of this 

* Hebrew Poetry, page 211. 
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deeply interesting subject: we have only at- 
tempted to lead the way, by indicating rather 
than exploring the treasures of sublime wisdom, 
poetical beauties, and divine consolation which 
these books contain.* 

We now proceed to give some account of 
each prophet, beginning with Jonah, who is the 
earliest. 

THE PSOPHET JONAH. 

Taring the Prophetsf in the order of 
856! time, so far as .the learned have been able 
to ascertain their date, which in some is a matter 
of great difficulty, we commence with Jonah, 
who is generally believed to have been the most 
ancient. He lived either in the latter end of the 
reign of Jehu, king of Israel, and the beginning 
of Jehoahaz, or later, in the reign of Jeroboam 
the Second, but in either case his prophecies 
were delivered before those of the other pro- 
phets, although he lived contemporary with 
Hosea, Amos, and Isaiah. 

* We particularly jecommend, as being adapted to awaken 
a taste for the sublime writings of the ancient prophets, Bithop 
LowtKt Lectures on Hebrew JPoetry, 

t In giving this short account of the Prophets, the principal 
authority followed has been J>r, Qrayy Bishop of Bristol^ 
from, whose admirable work we haye borrowed largely in the 
text: and also from Bishop Lowth*s, on the Poedry ofihe 
ffehretDs. 
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Jonah was a native of Jotopat^,'* of the tribe 
of Zebulon, a town afterwards famous for sus- 
taining a siege by the Romans, when Josephus 
was its commander, and then included in the 
country of Galilee, which affords a striking con- 
tradiction to the captious assertions of the dis- 
believing Pharisees, that "out of Galilee came 
forth no prophet." Jonah was commanded to 
go and preach against the people of Nineveh, 
whose wickedness was then at its height. It was 
in the time of Phul, king of Nineveh, or one of 
his predecessors. But the prophet was afraid ; 
he knew the wealth and corruption of this great 
city, and that when prophets foretold evil and 
calamity, they were exposed to danger: and 
moreover, as the long suffering of God is so 
great that upon repentance he often remits the 
punishment threatened, and forgives those who 
turn from their wickedness and seek his mercy 
in humility and sincerity, Jonah thought this 
might happen with the Ninevites, and that then, 
the remission of the punishment would cause his 
character as a prophet to be held in little esteem ; 
"he therefore determined to flee from the pre- 
sence of the Lord :" he went down to Joppa, a 
town on the sea coast, where he found a ship 

* Bishop Gray states, ** Some writers report upon a yery 
groundless fancy, that Jonah was the son of the widow of Zare- 
phath, whom Elijah raised from the dead : but Jonah represents 
himself as an Hebrew, and Zarephath was a oity of Sidon." 
fiiy, Tage 446. 



210 THE PBOPHETS. 

bound for Tarshish * into which he entered. 
His endeaTOuring to flee from the presence of 
the Lord by removing into another country, was 
in conformity with the heathen notions which 
supposed the gods to be national, and have pecu- 
liar power in the country where they were wor- 
shipped; and Jonah perhaps thought that the 
divine spirit which urged his going to Nineveh, 
would cease to influence him when beyond the 
confines of Judea. 

" But the Lord sent out a great wind into the 
sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, 
so that the ship was like to be broken." As the 
tempest raged violently and was evidently not in 
the common order of the seasons, the terrified 
sailors imagined agreeably to the superstitions of 
the time, that it was sent by some offended deity, 
and "every man cried unto his god/'-f Bat 
Jonah had gone down into the lower part of the 
vessel, so the shipmaster went and roused him. 
" What meanest thou, O sleeper," he said indig- 
nantly, " arise, and call upon thy God, that we 
perish not" As the storm continued to rage, 
the men cast lots, to know for whose cause the 
evil had befallen them: and the lot fell upon 

* Either Tartessus in Spain, a colony of the PhoBnicianB, or 
Tarsus in CiUciay the birth-place of St. Paul : generaUy thought 
to be the latter. 

t The BaUors were no doubt PhoenioianB, who were the best 
narigators of ancient times, and well acquainted with the winds 
and storms of the Mediterranean : therefore had the storm been 
a common one, they would not have been so greatly terrified. 
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Jonah. The sailors then demanded to know 
what he had done ? whence he came, and what 
his country and his occupation ? and Jonah con« 
fessed that he was an Hebrew, and that he had 
fled from the presence of his Ood, the Lord of 
heaven, who made the sea and the dry land : on 
hearing which the men were exceedingly afraid, 
and cried, " Why hast thou done this ?" Yet the 
sailors did not resolve at once to throw Jonah 
overboard, as he desired that they would in order 
to preserve their lives ; they rowed hard to reach 
the land, but could not, as the sea was tempest* 
uoas against them ; so that at laat finding their 
efforts useless, they took up Jonah and cast him 
into the sea, which immediately became calm. 

" And the Lord had prepared a great fish to 
swallow up Jonah.'''' And Jonah remained in 

* Much oritioism has been expended upon this passage ; the 
fish is usually called a whale, and as such is translated in Matt. 
ziL 48, but the term whale in the original Hebrew, means any 
very large fish, and Jonah is only said to have been swallowed by 
" a great fish." Whales are not found in the Mediterranean, 
and therefore a shark is now substituted. When again the diffi- 
onlty is started, how Jonah could hare escaped death when 
■eueed by it ; to all which it is sufficient to reply, that it was not 
in the common order of events, but a miracle: therefore if pos' 
aible, it is not required, but the contrary, to proTO it prohcMe : a 
a shark might swallow a man alive, without tearing him with his 
teeth, though as the animal eats his prey for food, and live 
animals would not be food, as the stomach has no power to 
digest what is alive, the shark usually destroys his prey in his 
mouth before swallowing it: however, whole men have been 
found in the stomach of a shark, and it is surely not more won- 
derful that Jonah should have remained alive for part of three 
days, than that Daniel should have been untouched by hungry 
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the fish three days and three nights: Then 
Jonah prayed to God, and he was delivered, and 
cast forth upon the dry ground.'* 

Again the word of the Lord came to the pro- 
phet, and commanded him to go and preach 
against Nineveh ; and this time he obeyed and 
went. The city was three days journey in ex- 
tent, full of stately palaces, and the people were 
wholly given up to luxury. 

Into this splendid capital of a vast empire 
Jonah entered, and went a day's journey, cry- 
ing aloud his message of destruction and woe ; 
" Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be de- 
stroyed." The people heard and believed: 

they came to the king, and he arose from his 
throne, and laid aside his robes of state, and 
covered himself with sack-cloth, and sat in 
ashes, and all the people from the greatest to 
the least mourned publicly and repented. A 
solemn fast was proclaimed by the king and 
nobles, and the people were exhorted to pray to 

lions, or Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego hare remained 
unliurt in a furnace of fire. All are miraculous ; that is impos- 
sible to man, but not impossible to Grod. 

If the animal were a whale, it has been suggested that the 
expression God "prepared a great fish," implies that the fish 
was caused to come into that sea, contiary to the usual habits of 
this animal, and we know that some are occasionally found out 
of the bounds of the seas they commonly live in, and are 
stranded on more southern shores. Supposing it a whale, Jonah 
could have remained in its mouth, which would easily contain 
twenly men imhurt. See Note in Pictorial Bible ; also Grab's 
Key to the Old Tettamewt, 



JOKAH. 213 

God for pardon ; '' let them turn every one from 
his evil way, and from the violence that is in his 
hands, who can tell if God will turn and repent, 
and turn away from his fierce anger, that we 
perish not." 

The repentance of the Ninevites was merci- 
fully accepted. When God saw that they turned 
from their evil way, he destroyed them not : and 
the ruin of the city was suspended for one hun- 
dred and sixty years, when the wickedness of 
the people called down its execution. 

" But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he 
was very angry, and he prayed unto the Lord 
and said : I pray thee, O Lord, was not this my 
saying when I was yet in my country ? There- 
fore I fled unto Tarshish, for I knew that thou 
art a gracious God, and merciful, and slow to 
anger, and of great kindness, and repentest 
thee of the evil. Therefore now, Lord, take 
I beseech thee, my life from me : for it is better 
for me to die than to live." 

So vain glorious and arrogant was Jonah, that 
he could not endure the thought that the words 
which he had spoken should not come to pass, 
even though thousands of human beings were 
preserved from death. 

Then came the voice of the spirit apd said, 
" Doest thou well to be angry ?" But Jonah 
listened not : he went out of the city, apparently 
in disgust, or hoping it might yet be destroyed ; 
and then he made himself a booth or tent, and 
2 B 
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sat under its shadow, that he might see what 
would become of the city. And the Lord pre- 
pared a gourd, and made it to come ap over 
Jonah, and he was exceedingly glad of the 
gourd.* 

^ But God prepared a worm when morning 
rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that 
it withered. And it came to pass when the son 
did arise, that God prepared a vehement east 
wind ; and the sun beat upon the head of Jooah 
that he fainted and wished in himself to die, 
and said. It is better for me to die than to live." 

*' And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to 
be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do 
well to be angry, even unto death. Then said 
the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for 
the which thou hast not laboured, neither 
makest it grow : which came up in a night, and 
perished in a night. And should not I spare 
Nineveh, that great city wherein are more than 
six score thousand persons that cannot discern 
between their right hand and their left." By 
this description children are understood to be 
intended, from which we may form an idea of 
the vast population of this famous city, which 
Jonah's self-sufficient pride would have gladly 

* Looal tradition identifies JiMuh's Ck>iird with the Ouior 
Oil tree. Mieimu Ccmmmm^ which has leaves like the FJsDe, 
hot hroader, and of a deep hue : the stem and branches an 
hoOow, and of extremely rapid growth, though, of course^ 
without a miradle, it could not grow to any size in a single 
Bight. The tree grows in abondanoe near the Tigiis. JV. 
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seen destroyed rather than his authority should 
be open to dispute. 

The fame of Jonah's deliverance appears to 
have spread far beyond himself: the Greeks 
added to the labours of Hercules a new wonder, 
that he was swallowed by the dog sent against 
him by Neptune, and remained in his body three 
days without injury. The fable of Arion and 
the Dolphin also appears borrowed from it, and 
is pretended to have happened about the same 
time. Mahomet took many occasions of refer- 
ring with honour to the memory of this prophet, 
and inculcated on his followers the duty of 
paying him respect ; he is related to have said, 
'' It is unworthy of a servant to say I am better 
than Jonas the prophet." The tomb of Jonah 
is shown at Mosul, near the site of the ancient 
Nineveh, and another claiming equal authority 
at Gath-hepher, or Jotapata ; so that whether he 
returned to his native country after delivering 
his prophecy is doubtful. We have no further 
account of him in the sacred writings. 



CHAPTER XX. 

AMOS. HOSEA. 



B.O. 



Thb prophet Amos was a native of 
810. Tekoa,* a small town of Judah, about six 

* By some oommentaton this ia disputed, and it is thought 
that Amos only retired and lired there, when ordered to quit 
Israel bj the priest of Bethel : but there seems no reason to 
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miles soath of Bethlehem. He was not born to 
the prophetic office, that is, he was not the son of 
a prophet, nor was he brought up in those 
schools of the prophets which had been estab- 
lished by Samuel: but he was, as he himself 
states, a herdman, and a gatherer of Sycamore 
fruit ; a humble but not degrading occupation in 
those ages of simple manners, when country pur- 
suits were the usual business of all who were not 
of the highest rank, or who had not any distinct 
calling. The sycamore fig produces fruit in all 
seasons, which grows in clusters like a bunch of 
grapes, yet not among the leaves, but from the 
trunk itself, and as the outer skin of this species 
of fig is thick and hard, it is usual to open it, in 
order that the fruit may ripen : while engaged in 
this occupation and in tending his herds, Amos 
was called by a direct inspiration, and com- 
manded to go to Bethel, and prophesy against 
its idolatrous worship. He went, and declared 
that its high places should be desolate, and the 
sanctuaries of Israel should be laid waste, and 
the kingdom be destroyed. On this, Amaziah 
the priest of Bethel sent to the king, Jeroboam 
the Second, and complained that Amos had con- 
spired against him, and that the land was not 

suppose he lived at Tekoa onlj in obedience to iMs nnanthor- 
ized mandate, which he otherwise disobeyed in continmiig to 
utter his denimciations against the idolatiy and wickedness of 
Israel : it is more probable that the priest of Bethel commanded 
him to flee into Judah, aa returning back to his natire plaoe^ tiod 
not to come into the kingdom of Israd, which belonged to Joo* 
bosm, and in which he was himself the so-called chief priest. 
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able to bear his words, for he denounced death 
to the king, and captivity to the people. '* Also 
Aniaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, flee thee 
away into the land of Judah, and there eat 
bread, and prophesy there; But prophesy not 
again any more at Bethel, for it is the king's 
chapel, and it is the king's court." Whether the 
prophet retired at that time into Judah we are not 
informed, but he continued to utter the denunci- 
ations of God against the people of Israel for 
their multiplied sins, and to foretell their capti- 
vity by the Assyrians. 

From the words of Amos, we learn the selfish 
luxury, injustice, fraud and oppression which 
prevailed in Israel: the rich were effeminate, 
living only to enjoy themselves, and are described 
as those that lie on beds or couches of ivory, that 
eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves 
out of the stalls : they chant to the sound of the 
viol, drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves 
with rich ointments, but are not grieve^ for the 
afliiction of their nation ; therefore the prophet 
declared, ''they shall go captive with the first 
that go captive, and the banquet of them that 
stretched themselves shall be removed."* 

Again, the oppression of the poor, and the 
eagerness of the rich to add to their wealth are 
thus forcibly pourtrayed. " Hear this, O ye that 
swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of 
the land to fail: saying, when will the new moon 

* G^ie Jews had adopted the Eastern ciutomB, and lay down 
on couches round the tahle to eat. 
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be gone, that we may sell corn ? and the sabbath, 
that we may set forth wheat? making the ephah 
small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the 
balances by deceit.* That ye may buy the poor 
for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes; yea, 
and sell the refuse of the wheat." All these 
hard dealings with the poor violated the express 
commandments of the Law, which laid down 
strict rules for preserving to their use the refuse 
of the wheat, the gleanings of the fields, and all 
those small but essential privileges which cause 
little loss to the affluent, and yet are great allevi* 
ations to the wants of the needy and unfortunate. 
For all these sins joined to their obstinate idol- 
atry, the prophet Amos declares that the judg- 
ment of God would descend upon them: their 
feasts should be turned to mourning, their songs 
to lamentations, the sun should go down at 
noon, and the earth should be darkened at clear 
day. Yet even in the midst of these awful 
threatenings, the way of repentance is shown to 
be still open to them, and the prophet breaks 
forth into fervent exhortations to his country- 
men to turn from their vain idols, and seek the 
Lord, the God who made the heavens, that they 
may live. Instead of the calves of molten gold, 
and the carved images, idols of wood and 

* At the feasts of the new moons, as during the Sabbath, all 
business was suspended. The ephah was a dry measure used in 
measming out com, equal to three pecks and three pints ; the 
sellers made this small, while the shekel, a coin of the value of 
28. 3d., they took care should be full weight. 



AMOB. 219 

stone he bids them, '' Seek him that maketh 

the seven stars, and Orion,^ and turneth the 
shadow of death into the morning, and maketh 
the day dark with night: that calleth for the 
waters of the sea, and pooreth them out upon 
the face of the earth : The Lord is his name." 

Besides the prophecies against the kingdom of 
Israel, which form the chief part of this book, 
Amos addressed some to the. neighbouring 
nations : to the inhabitants of Damascus, Tyre, 
Moab, and Ammon, and to the Edomites and 
Philistines : he reproved them for their cruelty 
to Israel, and foretells that the destruction of 
this kingdom, to which they looked forward 
with vindictive exultation, should be to them 
also as the coming of the whirlwind and the 
fire; that they should be conquered too, and 
their palaces and cities should become equally a 
prey to the invader. These prophecies are in 
the first two chapters and the last. There are 
also some relating to Judah, promising that a 
small remnant should be preserved. 

With regard to the style of this prophet, it 
has been by some pronounced to be rude and 
unpolished, and as contrasting strongly with the 
sublime writings of Isaiah, who was his contem- 

* " The MOM itars ;" the Pleiades, then a leading oonstella- 
tion, as nearly agreeing with the yemal equinox. Orion is 
sappoeed to be not the constellation Orion, but Antaree, in the 
constellation Scorpio, which then nearly agreed with the autumnal 
eqcdnox ; the one introduced the summer, and the other the 
winter. 
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porary, and was daring the same period utter- 
ing his inspired denanciations at the court of 
Jadah. It was thought that this accorded pecu- 
liarly well with the circumstances under which 
Amos wrote : that while Isaiah addressed the 
court and the educated among his nation, the 
herdman of Tekoa roused the minds of the un- 
cultivated and the ignorant, by his ruder and- 
less polished language. But this criticism has 
been much modified by modern commentators: 
plainness and simplicity are not incompatible 
with sublimity, and we have the high authority 
and well-considered opinion of Bishop Lowth in 
favour of a difierent estimate of this prophet's 
style. He says,* "Many have followed the 
authority of Jerome in speaking of this pro- 
phet, as if he were indeed quite rude, inelegant, 
and destitute of all the embellishments of com- 
position. The matter is however far otherwise. 
Let any person who has candour and perspicu- 
ity enough to judge, not from the man, but 
from his writings, open the volume of his pre- 
dictions, and he will, I think, agree with me, 
that our shepherd " is not a whit behind the 
very chief of the prophets. He will agree that 
m sublimity and magnificence he is almost equal 
to the greatest, so in splendour of diction and 
eloquence of expression he is scarcely inferior 
to any." 

Amos lived and prophesied during the reigns 
of Uzziah king of Judah, and Jeroboam the 

• See Lowth on Hebrew Poetiy, page 234. 
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Second, king of Israel. Tradition relates that 

he was often ill treated by Amaziah the priest of 
Bethel, and that at length he was struck in the 
temples with a stake by the priest's son, TJzziah, 
and was carried from Bethel to Tekoa, where he 
expired and was there buried in the tomb of his 
fathers. 

H0S£A. 

BosBA is placed the first in the order 
sio! of the twelre minor prophets, and was 
one of the most ancient : he lived and prophe- 
sied daring full sixty years^ through many suc- 
cessive reigns, from Jeroboam the Second, king 
of Israel, to the first year of Hoshea ; or reckon- 
ing by the kings of Judah, from Uzziah to the 
beginning of the reign of Hezekiah. The place 
of his birth is unknown ; by some he is sup- 
posed to have been of the tribe of Issachar, and 
by others of Judah, but he resided chiefly at 
Samaria, the destruction of which city by the 
Assyrians and the captivity of the people of 
Israel, be foretold. The object of his prophecies 
is confined to his own nation, and more espe- 
cially to the kingdom of Israel, called in his 
writings Ephraim, from that being the principal 
tribe ; he has no prophecies relating to heathen 
nations. 

* Hosea is considered the most obscure and 
difiicult of all the prophets, partly on account of 

* For the autiiorities on the style of Hosea, see Bishop Lowth, 
and Bishop Qraj, on this prophet). 

2f 
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pileser, and the final captivity of the Ten Tribes 
and taking of Samaria by Shalmaneser king of 
Nineveh. His death took place after these 
events; but the exact time and place are no 
where recorded, nor has tradition handed down 
anything concerning the end of this prophet's 
life. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

ISAIAH. 



Isaiah has always been considered the 
sio! greatest of the prophets, and is placed 
first in order in the canon of the Old Testament 
scriptures. He is not only the most copious, 
(his writings as arranged in our English Bibles 
occupy sixty-six chapters,) but he treats of more 
important events, and in particular foretells 
minutely and emphatically the coming of the 
Messiah. He details every circumstance attend- 
ing the advent of Our Lord with striking 
minuteness, and so exact are his descriptions, 
that he seems rather to relate events that are 
passed, than to speak in vision of the future. 
Kow full of sorrow and indignation at his 
countrymen's rejection of their long- predicted 
Messiah, and then such divine joy, such fervent 
gratulation at the consummation of all things 
in the final reign of Christ, that he has been 
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}uMj fhainctfriied as prcoDineBtly the Etui- * 

gidkal ftoflbHy diat prophet who annoanced 

■M0I dcarij die conuBg^, fifie, death, and reaaf- 
reetion of the world's Bedeenicr. Thus the 
wiitnigs of laaiah eontain the fbllest and most 
ineontestiUe evidoiee of the Christian dispen- 
sation, and were as soch peenliarly the stady of 
the first disciples, and of all deyont Jews in the 
time of Christ Except the Psalms, Isaiah is 
more frequently qnoted than any of the sacred 
hooks : it is the prophecy contained in the fifiy- 
third chapter that I^iiKp the deacon explained 
to the Ethiopian, who was reading it in his 
chariot, and which the Eyangelist showed him 
to haye he&k so aecoratdy folfilled in every cir- 
cvmstance by the sodkrings and death of Christ, 
that he conyerted his devoot listener, who desired 
earnestly, and was thereupon baptized.* This 
]Mrophecy is so dear, so beaotifnl in itself, and so 
important as a proof of the obdoracy of that un- 
belief which could resist its evidence, that we 
shall subjoin a part of it. 

Isaiah liii. *' Who hath believed our report, 
and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ! 
For he shall grow up before him as a tender 
plant, and as a root out of a dry ground : he 
hath no form nor comeliness ; and when we shall 
see him, there is no beauty that we should desire 
him. He is despised and rejected of men ; a man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief: and we 

* Actc TiiL— aeth Tene to the end. 
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hid as it were our faces from him : he was de- 
spised, and we esteemed him not. 

" Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried 
our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten of God and afflicted. But he was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities : the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him: and with his stripes we are 
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray: we 
have turned every one to his own way ; and the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
He was oppressed and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth : he is brought as a lamb 
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth. 
He was taken from prison and from judgment, 
and who shall declare his generation ? for he was 
out off out of the land of the living, for the 
transgression of my people was he stricken. 
And he made his grave with the wicked, and 
with the rich in his death ; because he had done no 
violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth." 

For the rest of this distinct prophecy, and 
to others claiming equally our devout consi- 
deration, we must, for want of space to give 
longer extracts, refer our readers to the book 
itself Bishop Gray in a note upon this passage, 
in which he states that the Ethiopian appears to 
have been made a proselyte by St. Philip's 
explication of it, adds, '* The whole of it is so 
minutely descriptive of Christ's passion, that a 
famous Rabbi likewise on reading it was con- 
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verted from Judaism. Who, indeed, can resist 
its evidence ?" 

Besides the prophecies relating to the coming 
of Christ, and the future condition and final 
spread of his kingdom, Isaiah predicts the fate of 
his own countrymen, particularly of the kingdom 
of Judah, to whom he was more immediately 
sent : he foretells their captivity, and their return 
afterwards into their own country: the restora- 
tion of their temple, and their adherence from 
that time to the laws of Moses, and entire de- 
parture from idolatry. He mentions Cyrus by 
name, xliv. 28 : " That saith of Cyrus, He is my 
shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure, 
even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built, 
and to the Temple, Thy foundation shall be 
laid.'' Also when he describes the circumstances 
which attended the taking of Babylon by that 
prince, xlv., "Thus saith the Lord to his 
anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have 
holden, to subdue nations before him : and I will 
loose the loins of kings, to open before him the 
two leaved gates: and the gates shall not be 
shut. I will go before thee, and make the 
crooked places straight, I will break in pieces 
the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of 
iron. And I will give thee the treasures of 
darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that 
thou mayst know that I, the Lord, which call 
thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. For 
Jacob my servant's sake, and for Israel mine 
elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I 
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have snrnamed tbee, though thou hast not 
known me. I am the Lord, and there is none 
else, there is no God beside. I girded thee, 
though thou hast not known me : That they may 
know from the rising of the sun, and from the 
west, that there is none beside me. I am the 
Lord, and there is none else, I form light, 
and create darkness: I make peace, and create 
evil, I the Lord do all these things." 

Josephus relates that this remarkable pro- 
phecy, delivered 140 years before the event, was 
shown to Cyrus, when he conquered Babylon, 
and that it was mainly influential in procuring 
from him the decree which permitted the Jews to 
return to their own land, after the seventy years 
captivity: the words of the royal proclamation 
of Cyrus, given both by Ezra and Josephus, 
confirm the statement; it begins, ''Thus saith 
Cyrus, king of Persia, The Lord God of 
heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth, and he hath charged me to build him an 
house at Jerusalem, which is in Judea, &c." 

Where every portion is so replete with interest 
it is not possible to select, in a mere summary 
like the present, sufficient extracts to give a true 
idea of the force and sublimity of this great pro- 
phet. His mission chiefly regarded, as we have 
already stated, the kingdom of Judah ; but he 
also predicted the fate of Egypt, the utter ruin 
of Tyre, and the dreadful desolation of Babylon. 
In this last, is that celebrated ode on the fall of 
the haughty monarch of Babylon, which has 
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ever been regarded as the most perfect ex- 
ample of the sublime, the grand, and the terrible 
in any composition known. We cannot refrain 
from giving a portion of it, and of the prophecy 
which precedes it, and in doing so, we shall take 
the exposition from the notes of Bishop Lowth. 

* '^ The prophecy opens with the command of 
*^ God to gather together the forces which he had 
'* destined to this service.* Upon which the pro- 
** phet immediately hears the tumultaons noise of 
*^the different nations crowding together to his 
" standard, he sees them advancing, prepared to 
^^ezecnte the divine wrath. He proceeds to de- 
'' scribe the dreadfal consequences of this visit- 
**ation, the consternation which will seize those 
"who are the objects of it;" then follows the 
prediction of the otter desolation of the great 
and mighty city. 

Isaiah ziii. 19—22. *^And Babylon, the 
glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldee's 
excellency, shall be as when God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah. It shall never be in- 
habited, neither shall it be dwelt in from genera- 
tion to generation: neither shall the Arabian 
pitch tent' there; neither shall the shepherds 
make their fold there." 

" But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; 
and their houses shall be full of doleful crea- 
tures: and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs 
shall dance there. And the wild beasts of the 

* See liOwth'B Isaiah, Notes on the chapters xiii. & xir. Poffe 214. 
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islands shall cry in their desolate houses, and 
dragons in their pleasant palaces ; and her time 
is near to coine>. and her days shall not be pro- 
longed." 

The joy of Judah at her own deliverance is 
next described, and a triumphant song follows in 
which a chorus of Jews express their *" astonish- 
*'ment at the sudden downfal of Babylon, and 
" the great reverse of fortune that had befallen 
''the tyrant, who like his predecessors had op- 
" pressed his own and harassed the neighbouring 
*' kingdoms. These oppressed kingdoms and 
" their rulers are represented under the image of 
** the fir trees and cedars of Lebanon, frequently 
"used to express anything in the political or 
"religious world that is supereminently great 
' " and majestic ; the whole earth shouts for joy, 
'* the cedars of Lebanon utter a severe taunt over 
** the fallen tyrant, and boast their security now 
*• he is no more." 

Isaiah xiv. 4. ** Thou shalt take up this pro- 
verb against the king of Babylon, and say, How 
hath the oppressor ceased ! the golden city 
ceased ! The Lord hath broken the staff of the 
wicked, and the sceptre of the rulers. He who 
smote the people in wrath with a continued 
stroke, he that ruled the nations in anger, is per- 
secuted, and none hindereth." 

" The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet : they 
break forth into singing. Yea, the fir trees 

•Ibid. 
2o 
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rejoice at thee, and the cedars of Lehanon, 
saying, Since thoa art laid down, no feller is 
come up against us." 

Here the scene changes, and "a new set of 
persons is introduced:*' (we again quote the 
beautiful commentary of Bishop Lowth,) "The 
" regions of the dead are laid open, and Hades 
"is represented as rousing up the shades of 
"the departed monarehs; they rise from their 
"thrones to meet the king of Babylon at his 
" coming, and insult him on being reduced to the 
"same low estate of impotence and dissolution 
"with themselves. This is one of the boldest 
" Prosopopseias (personifications,) that ever was 
"attempted in poetry, and is executed with 
"astonishing brevity and perspicuity, and with 
"that peculiar force which, in a great subject/ 
" naturally results from both. The image of the 
" state of the dead, or the Infernum Poeticum of 
" the Hebrews, is taken from their custom of 
" burying, those at least of the higher rank, in 
" large sepulchral vaults hewn in the rock. Of 
*< this kind of sepulchre, there are remains at 
" Jerusalem now extant ; and some that are said 
" to be the sepulchres of the kings of Judah.* 



* GChere is no sufficient authority for supposing these tombs 
not in, but at some distance from Jerusalem, to be the Sepulchres 
of the Kings of Judah, and their being so is much doubted: 
they haye been thought to agree better with the tomb made by 
Helena queen of the Adiabene, who with her son was •buried at 
some three furlongs from the city, according to Josephus, 
although he speaks of the place of her sepulchre as, ''at the 
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*' You are to form to yourself the idea of an 
''immense subterraneous vault, a vast gloomy 
'' cavern, all round the sides of which there are 
"cells to receive the dead. Here the deceased 
'' monarchs lie in a distinguished sort of state, 
" suitable to their former rank, each on his own 
'* couch, with his arms beside him, his sword at 
'' his head, and the bodies of his chiefs and com* 
''panions round about him. Thes^ illustriouB 
** shades rise at once from their couches, as from 
''their thrones, and advance to the entrance of 
" the cavern to meet the king of Babylon, and 
" to receive him with insults on his fall." 

Isaiah xiv. 9. *' Hell from beneath is mov.ed 
for thee to meet thee at thy coming : it stirreth 
up the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of 
earth, it hath raised from their thrones all the 
kings of the nations. All they shall speak and 
eay unto thee, Art thou also become weak as we? 
Art thou become like unto us? Thy pomp is 
brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy 
viols: the worm is spread under thee, and the 
worms cover thee." 

* " The Jews now resume the speech. They 
"address the king of Babylon as the morning 
" star fallen from heaven, as the first in splen- 
"dour and dignity in the political world fallen 
"from his high state: they introduced him as 

pjtamidB which the Queen had created,'* which hardly seeniB 
appropriate to dhamben hewn in the rock. Jonphm JMUqmHM, 
Book zz. iy. 

* Lowth, ibid. 



232 THE PBOPH£TS. 

*^ uttering the most extravagant vaunts of his 
** power and ambitious designs in his former 
'* glory : these are strongly contrasted in the close 
'^ with his present low and abject condition." 

Isaiah xiv. 12. "How art thou fallen from 
heaven, Lucifer, son of the morning ! how art 
thou cut down to the ground, which didst 
weaken the nations ! For thou hast said in thine 
heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my 
throne abpve the stars of God, I will sit also 
upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides 
of the north : I will ascend above the heights of 
the clouds ; I will be like the Most High. Yet 
thou shalt be brought down to Hell, to the sides 
of the pit." 

*^* Immediately follows a different scene, and a 
" most happy image, to diversify the same sub- 
" ject, and to give it a new turn and additional 
"force. Certain persons are introduced, who 
" find the corpse of the king of Babylon, cast 
"out, and lying naked upon the bare ground, 
"among the common slain, just after the taking 
" of the city : covered with wounds, and so dis- 
" figured, that it is some time before they know 
"him. They accost him with severest taunts, 
" and bitterly reproach him with his destructive 
" ambition, and his cruel usage of the conquered: 
" which have deservedly brought upon him this 
"ignominious treatment, ^o different from that 
" which those of his rank usually meet with, and 
" which shall cover his posterity with disgrace." 
* Lowth, ibid. 
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Isaiah xiv. 16. "They that see thee shall 
narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, 
saying, Is this the man that made the earth to 
tremble, that did shake kingdoms? That made 
the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the 
cities thereof: that opened not the house of his 
prisoners ? All the kings of the nations, even 
all of them, lie in glory, every one in his own 
house. But thou art cast out of the grave like 
an abominable branch, and as the raiment of 
those that are slain, thrust through with a sword, 
that go down to the stones of the pit: as a 
carcase trodden under feet. Thou shalt not be 
joined with them in burial, because thou hast 
destroyed thy land, and slain thy people: the 
seed of evil doers shall never be renowned." 

The ode concludes with a prediction of the 
utter extinction of the royal house of Babylon, 
and the total destruction and desolation of the 
city, which should be "a possession of the 
bittern, and pools of water : — '' a prediction so 
exactly fulfilled, that almost the words of Isaiah 
are used in the descriptions given of its present 
condition by modern travellers; some of these 
too, were declared unbelievers, who would not 
willingly confirm the prophecy, supposing them 
to be well acquainted with it. We shall add the 
concluding remarks of Bishop Lowth. 

*' I believe it may with truth be affirmed, that 
'* there is no poem of its kind extant in any lan- 
" guage, in which the subject is so well laid out 
'* and so happily conducted, with such a richness 
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** of inrention, and sach yariety of images, per- 
^ sons, and distinct actions, with snch rapiditj and 
** ease of transition, in so small a compass as in 
** this ode of Isaiah. For beanty of compositioii, 
** strength of colouring, greatness of sentiment, 
** brevity, perspicuity, and force of expression, it 
** stands among all the monuments of antiquity 
•* unriyalled." 

Having already exceeded our usual limits in 
giving these extracts, we must omit any men- 
tion of the other remarkable prophecies which 
occupy this book, and also of those reproaches 
and exhortations addressed to the Jews, some- 
times so deeply touching and pathetic, and at 
others so stem, authoritative, and terrible. Of 
all writers sacred or profane, ancient or modem, 
Isaiah is universally allowed to be the most sub- 
lime : the book of Job is the only composition 
which rivals him in magnificent descriptions, 
and in the force of his sublime personifications. 

Nearly the whole of Isaiah's writings are in a 
kind of rythm, which is said by the learned to be 
distinguished by all the magnificence and sweet- 
ness of the Hebrew language.* f The historical 
chapters, supposed by some to have been inserted 
from the second book of Kings, have already 
been considered in the history of Hezekiah, 
whose sickness was cured by Isaiah, and his life 
prolonged, as well as his deliverance promised 

* See Bishop Ghray on Isaiah, and Bishop Lowth's Lectaie 
21flt on Hebrew Poetry. 

t xxxvi. xxxrii. xxxtiii. 
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from the army of Sennacherib ; we have also 
related in its place what is known of the birth 
and death of this great prophet, namely, that he 
was of royal lineage, perhaps brother to Uzziah 
king of Jndah, that he prophesied at the coart 
of Jadah for upwards of sixty years, daring the 
successive reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah, and probably lived into the reign of 
Manassah, by whom tradition relates he was 
cruelly put to death, by being sawn asunder 
with a wooden saw, the cause pretended being 
that the expression, chap, vi., '^ In the year that 
king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting 
upon a throne," was contrary to the law, as 
Moses said, ** No man can see God and live." 
Isaiah was one of those prophets who witnessed 
against the kings and the people in the latter 
days, when they were fast sinking into idolatry 
and sin, only to be effectually restrained by the 
sufferings of the seventy years captivity. It has 
been thought that the grandeur of his senti- 
ments, and the dignity and majesty of his style, 
peculiarly fitted him to be the prophet of the 
court, while Amos addressed the herdsmen and 
vinedressers of the fields; however that may 
have been, there is no such distinction in the 
prophet's exhortations to his rebellious country- 
men ; all are reproached with their sinful folly 
and wickedness, while to the remnant ofjudah 
is promised a return to their land, and a happy 
restoration, with the blessing of Christ's kingdom 
for their final reward. 
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Besides the book which bears his name in the 
Old Testament, Isaiah wrote- an account of the 
actions of Uzziah, which has perished ; also an 
apocryphal book, entitled the ^^ Ascension of 
Isaiah/' and another, the ^'Vision of Isaiah," 
have been ascribed to him, bat without sufficient 
authority. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

JOEL. MIOAH. 

Nothing certain is known of the life 

B. C. 

810. of the prophet Joel, and the time of his 
delivering his prophecies. Whether before or 
after the captivity of the Ten Tribes is uncer- 
tain. Bishop Gray, after giving the reasons for 
the various dates assigned, says, " We may 
safely suppose him to have lived in the reigns of 
Uzziah king of Judah, and of Jeroboam the 
Second king of Israel, who flourished as con- 
temporary sovereigns, and to have delivered his 
prophecies soon after Hosea had commenced his 
ministry;" thus he was contemporary with 
Hosea, Amos, and Isaiah. His prophecies do 
not regard the kingdom of Israel, but are 
directed against Judah, and besides the calami- 
ties which should afflict that land, the conclusion 
presents that remarkable prophecy of the final 
assembling of all nations in the Valley of Jeho- 
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saphat, when the wicked will be destroyed : '* bat 
the Lord will be the hope of his people, and 
the strength of the children of Israel." 

The style of Joel i^ eminently poetical : Bishop 
Lowth characterizes it as elegant, sublime, ani- 
mated, and energetic : his language and arrange- 
ments are perspicuous, though there is sometimes 
great obscurity in his subject, particularly in the 
latter part of his prophecy relating to the judg^ 
ment of God in the Talley of decision.* The 
most remarkable passage is perhaps that in 
which is described the desolation caused by 
locusts, in the second chapter; it is generally 
considered to have a double signification, and to 
describe a plague and famine caused by these 
insects, which some suppose to have occurred in 
the prophet's life-time, and also to be a meta- 
phorical prediction of the inroads of the Assy- 
rians or Chaldeans. After relating in the first 
chapter, the destruction caused by these wasting 
insects, and the famine and drought which 
followed, when *' the meat is cut off before thine 
eyes,'* and *' the beasts of the field cry, for the 
rivers of waters are dried up, and fire hath de- 
voured the pastures of the wilderness: — "the 
prophet continues in what is thought to be a 

* The name Jebosaphftt Btgmfiei " the judgmexit of Jehovah,*' 
and there is a qucBtion whether the particular valley on the east 
of Jerusalem is here meant, or whether the expression is figura* 
tire, meaning the Valley qf the Lobd's judgment, ** The pre- 
cise applioatioa of this pvopheoj must be shown by the event." 
Ora^sKey, 

2h 
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beaatifal allegory, showing the march of a vast 

army, destroying every thing in its progress, 

though it may possibly have a yet more impor- 
tant significance, and refer to yet unfalfilled 
events. The language is suitable to both inter- 
pretations, describing with wonderful exactness 
the extraordinary appearance and effects pro- 
duced by a flight of locusts ; their coming dark- 
ening the air, the noise they make in browzing 
upon the trees and herbage, which is described 
by travellers as resembling that of the distant 
sound of moving multitudes, or the trampling of 
horses ; their shape also, and appearance when 
they are eating is so strikingly like the horse, 
particularly the head, that the comparison has 
been suggested by those unacquainted with this 
metaphor in Joel. 

Ch. 2. '' Let all the inhabitants of the land 
tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, for 
it is nigh at hand : A day of darkness and of 
gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick dark- 
ness, as the morning spread upon the mountains : 
ag^eat people and a strong; there hath not 
been ever the like, neither shall be any more 
after it, even to the years of many generations. 
A fire devoureth before them, and behind them 
a flame burneth; the land is as the garden of 
Eden before them, and behind them a desolate 
wilderness; yea and nothing shall escape them. 
The appearance of them is as the appearance of 
horses, and as horsemen so shall they run.* 

* The Italian name for locust ia OimUUa^ a small hone. 
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Like the noise of chariots on the tops of moun- 
tains shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of 
fire that devonreth the stubble, as a strong 
people set in battle array." 

The effect of a flight of locusts, described by 
those who have witnessed it, is exactly such as is 
here so forcibly given. Yolney says, it is as if 
fire had followed their progress, the country is 
80 blackened; not a blade of grass or the smallest 
vegetation is to be seen, and they come in such 
myriads, that no human means can stay their 
progress, or save the country from their ravages : 
"the Tartars themselves are less destructive:" 
they usually follow the track of the wind, and 
pursue their course until driven over the sea, 
into which they fall, either from exhaustion, or 
because they do not distinguish it from land, 
and alight upon it: but they are more commonly 
destroyed by the violent storms which prevail in 
the seasons when they appear. The rest of this 
beautiful metaphor is equally descriptive, but too 
long for entire insertion : at the close, the pro- 
phet calls upon the people to mourn and fast in 
sincerity, not alone outwardly. "Rend your 
hearts, and not your garments," says the stern 
admonisher, "and turn unto the Lord your 
God; for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him 
of the evil." 

We conclude this account with the following 
passage from Bishop Gray. "In consideration 
"of these important prophecies, we need not 
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<* wonder that the Jews should have looked up 
"to Joel with particular reverence, or that he 
'' should be cited as a prophet by the evangelical 
" writers. The work, whether historical or pro- 
" phetical, whether it relate to a plague by locusts, 
"or to destruction by an invading army, or to 
" both, affords a proof and example of the inflic- 
"tion of national judgments against national 
" sins, and the necessity of repentance to avert 
"them." 

MICAH. 

MiOAH was a native of the kin^om of 
768. Judah, and was bom in the little village 
of Morasthi, near Eleutheropolis, in the south of 
Jndea : He began to prophecy rather later than 
Amos, Hosea, Joel, and Isaiah, with the latter of 
whom he was contemporary, and lived in the 
reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 
Judah, and of Pekah and Hoshea, kings of Israel. 
He begins by foretelling the calamities of Sama- 
ria, which should become as a heap, and its stones 
thrown down to its foundations. In the second 
and third chapters he describes, like Amos, the 
iniquities of the people, which had provoked 
these severe judgments. " Woe to them that 
" devise iniquity, and work evil upon their beds ! 
"when the morning is light, they practise it, 
" because it is in the power of their hand. And 
'* they covet fields, and take them by violence ; 
"and houses, and take them away:" for these 
transgressions they are threatened with the utter 
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destruction of both kingdoms. ** Therefore shall 
** Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and 
*' Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the moun- 
**tain of the house as the high places of the 
" forest." This prediction was literally fulfilled, 
if not when Jerusalem was taken by the Babylo- 
nians, at least when it was conquered by the 
Horoans: the Roman general, Turnus Rufus, 
having, by command of the emperor, driven a 
ploughshare over the site of the city ; a custom 
with this proud and haughty people when they 
desired to show the utter subjugation of a con- 
quered town, and its being devoted henceforth to 
extinction, never to rise again. This prophecy is 
also remarkable as having saved the life of Jere- 
miah, in the reign of Jehoiakim,^ when the 
princes, enraged at his having uttered a similar 
denunciation, desired that he should be put to 
death. Certain of the elders pleaded that Micah 
had delivered the same prophecy in the days of 
Hezekiah, yet did not the king or the people put 
that prophet to death. 

Besides the prophecies relating to Samaria and 
Jerusalem, the prophet predicts the birth of the 
Messiah, and the final establishment of Christ's 
kingdom; *'But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto 
me that is to be ruler in Israel ; whose goings 
forth have been from old, from everlasting." 

* Jeremiah xxyi. 18. 
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And in the sixth chapter, is that forcible reproof 
to those who thought to make atonement for 
their flagrant sins by oflFering for sacrifice, 
* thousands of rams, or ten thousands of rivers of 
oil ;' "the Lord had showed thee, O man, what is 
good : and what doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God."* 

The style of Micah is, says Bishop Lowth, 
" for the most part close, forcible, pointed and 
concise ; sometimes approaching the obscurity of 
Hosea: in many parts animated and sublime, 
and in general truly poetical." 

Micah does not appear to have suffered mar- 
tyrdom, but probably died peaceably in his 
native village, where, in the time of Jerome, his 
tomb was shown. The prophet has indeed by 
some writers been confounded with Micaiah, the 
prophet who reproved Ahab, and foretold his 
death in battle with the Syrians, and under this 
mistake he has been said to have been thrown 
from a precipice and killed by Jehoram, Ahab's 
son and successor : but the reference to the pro- 
phet Micah, already quoted in the twenty-sixth 
chapter of Jeremiah, proves this not to have 
been the case, and is a strong presumption that 
he was allowed to live unmolested, and to die 
in peace. 

• Bishop Lowth considers this " most elegant poem," as cited 
by Micah from Baalam's answer to Balak, and thus rescued by 
this prophet from oblivion. See LowWa Hebrew Poetry^ "^ 
Page, 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

NAHTTM. ZEFHAjriAH. 

Nahum calls himself an Elkoshite, from 

B. 0« 

720. which it is supposed that he was a native 
of Elkosh, a small village in Galilee, which, if 
correct, affords another contradiction to the 
assertion of the Pharisees, that " Out of Galilee 
ariseth no prophet." It is not certain at what 
time his prophecy was delivered, but Bishop 
Gray and other commentators assign the early 
part of the reign of Hezekiah as the most 
probable date, after the carrying away of the 
Ten Tribes to Nineveh, and before the invasion 
of Judea by Sennacherib. The prophecy of 
Nahura, which only occupies three short chap- 
ters, regards the final overthrow of the proud 
city of Nineveh, then at the height of its glory, 
riches, and luxury. Its repentance, on the 
preaching of Jonah, had been of short duration : 
it was again full of lies and robberies ; therefore, 
though it had multiplied its merchants above the 
stars in heaven, and though its crowned tributa- 
ries were as numerous as locusts, and its cap- 
tains as grasshoppers, yet they should flee away 
like these insects when the sun ariseth, and their 
place should not be known where they once 
were. A more striking commentary on this pro- 
phecy could not be written, than is undesignedly 
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given by those modern travellers who have 
visited the banks of the Tigris, and by the 
labours of Layard, who, after centuries of fruit- 
less researches, has at length brought to light 
some few of the marvellous wonders of this far- 
famed capital of the first great Assyrian empire. 
" She is empty, and void, and waste.*' A mound, 
a heap, is all that now meets the eye ; but when 
their mounds are excavated, there are found 
sculptures, which modern art views with admi- 
ration, and remains of palaces and temples 
which, even in these ruins, excite astonishment 
by their gigantic proportions, the richness and 
extent of their vast chambers, and the colossal 
images of their idol gods. 

Bishop Lowth considers that Nahum is supe- 
rior to all the minor prophets in boldness and 
sublimity. He says : " His prophecy forms a 
regular and perfect poem : the exordium is not 
merely magnificent, it is truly majestic. The 
preparation for the destruction of Nineveh, and 
the description of its downfall and desolation are 
expressed in the most vivid colors, and are bold 
and luminous in the highest degree." It has 
indeed been truly said that the descriptions of the 
prophet are so clear that one might imagine him 
to be an eye-witness of the event. We seem to 
see the furious rushing of the chariots through 
the crowded streets, the manning the walls, 
and all the preparations for a long defence. 
The destruction, of Nineveh was caused by a 
sudden inundation of the river, after it had 



KAHXTM. 245 

withstood a siege for two years, and from its 
immense resources seemed likely to prove im- 
pregnable : the waters of the Tigris rose, and 
threw down twenty furlongs of the wall, upon 
which the king gave up all hope of defending 
himself, because, as Diodorus tells us, an 
ancient prophecy had declared that Nineveh 
should never be taken until the river became its 
enemy. He accordingly collected his treasure, 
and mounting a pile made of the rich furniture 
of his palace, he burnt hhnself and his wives 
upon it.* 

This siege and destruction of Nineveh is the 
same probably as the one mentioned by the 
ancient historian Diodorus, and erroneously 
placed by him at the close of the First Assyrian 
Empire. 

We have no account of the death of Nfahum. 
A tomb, pretended to be that of the prophet, 

* The chronology of the Assyrian empires, and the names of 
their kings, are inyolyed in such inextricable difficulties, that no 
attempt can here be made to giye the reasons of the learned for 
the dates usually assigned. It is sufficient to say that the 
destruction of Nineveh foretold by Nahum is considered to be 
the same as that described by Diodorus, and placed by mistake 
in the time of Sardanapalus the First, contemporary with Jehu, 
when the First Assyrian Empire was destroyed, and it was 
divided into the three empires of Medea, Babylon, and Nineveh. 
Bishop Gray says, '* Since the account of Diodorus minutely 
oorresponds with the prophetic description of Nahum, it is 
probable the historian confounds the two captures, as he mis* 
takes the situation of Nineveh, supposing it to be on the 
Euphrates." 

2 I 
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was formerly shown near Emmaas, but there is 
no authority nor even tradition to prove that it 
was his. 

ZEPHAinjLH. 

Zephaniah lived in the reign of Josiah 
64o! l^ing of Judah, and is supposed to have 
been of the tribe of Simeon : he gives his own 
descent through four generations, from which it 
has been inferred that his birth was honorable, 
though he was not, as some have imagined, 
descended from king Hezekiah : the Jews main- 
tain that his ancestors were prophets, from their 
being enumerated in the beginning of his pro- 
phecy. The book of Zephaniah contains three 
chapters : in the first he inveighs against the 
corruptions of Judah, and especially denounces the 
worshippers of Baal, and his priests, (Chemarim) 
and all who assisted in bringing in the idolatrous 
worship of the Syrian gods. It is therefore 
probable that Zephaniah uttered this prophecy 
in the early part of the reign of Josiah, and 
that he aided and supported that pious prince in 
his work of purifying the kingdom from this 
debasing idolatry. In the second chapter, the 
prophet proclaims the judgments of God against 
the Philistines on the sea coast. (Cherethites.) 
*' Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon a desola- 
tion :" and also on Moab and Ammon, which 
should become like Sodom and Gomorrah, "a 
perpetual desolation," because they had never 
been friendly to the Lord's people, but had re- 
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proached them, and magnified themselves against 
them : the chapter concludes with a repetition of 
Jonah's prediction of the utter destruction of 
the haughty city of Nineveh, when she should 
be " dry like a wilderness, and flocks should lie 
down in the midst of her, and the cormorant 
and the bittern should lodge there." In the 
third chapter Zephaniah returns to the subject 
of his own people ; he reproves the princes, who 
are as roaring lions, and the judges as evening 
wolves, while the prophets who should have 
reclaimed them are light and treacherous, and 
the priests pollute the sanctuary, and do vio- 
lence to the law ; all which is also described by 
Jeremiah, and shows the depraved condition of 
the nation, and testifies to the sure and certain 
connexion which subsisted between the low and 
vicious idolatry of the Canaanites and Syrians, 
and every vice that causes the degradation and 
ruin of a people. 

The style of Zephaniah is not characterized by 
remarkable sublimity or poetical beauty : Bishop 
Lowth says, " There is nothing very striking or 
uncommon either in the arrangement of his 
matter or the complexion of his style." We 
have no account of the time or manner of this 
prophet's death. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

JfBEMIAH. 

As many particulars of the life of Jere- 
628! miah have been given in the history of 
the kingdom of Jadah, we shall chiefly confine 
our attention in the following notice, to the style 
and matter of his prophetical writings, glancing 
slightly over those circumstances which are con- 
nected with the prophet's personal history, and 
which have already come under our notice in the 
account of the siege and taking of Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

Jeremiah was born of a priestly family, and 
was a native of the little town of Anathoth, 
distant about three miles from Jerusalem, in the 
tribe of Benjamin. His father's name was Hil- 
kiah, from which some have supposed that he 
was the son of the high priest of that name; bat 
as this opinion is only supported by the similarity 
of the name, which was a common one, and is 
exposed to many serious objections, it is not 
generally regarded as of any authority. He 
was called to the prophetic office at a very early 
age, and pleaded that his youth rendered him 
unequal to the task ; but having received encou- 
ragement, and been promised that the divine 
protection should be to him as a wall of brass 
against the violence of the princes and peofde: 
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he assumed bis dangerous office in tbe thirteenth 
year of the reign of Josiah, and continued his 
warnings and bold denunciations until tbe final 
ruin of his country under Zedekiah. The prin- 
cipal scope of his writings is to urge repentance 
upon the people, and prevail upon the kings and 
rulers of Judah, to rely solely upon God for 
protection from their enemies, and not to have 
recourse to Egypt or Assyria for aid. He re* 
peatedly warned them that these idolatrous king- 
doms were adverse to the chosen nation of the 
Lord ; that however these princes might some- 
times flatter them with hopes of friendship and 
protection, all these promises were deceitful, 
and the Lord their God would cause them to be 
destroyed by these very nations, if they persisted 
in trusting to them, and allying themselves 
closely with them. When by obstinately sending 
to Egypt, and by repeated transgressions, the 
people had at length forfeited the protection of 
Jehovah so far as to be partially subdued, and 
made tributary to Assyria, then the prophet 
urges them to remain peaceably under the yoke, 
and not provoke their own destruction by a vain 
resistance, which was forbidden by God, and 
which would not be permitted to succeed. In 
these circumstances we shall find an explanation 
of the chief portion of Jeremiah's writings : they 
consist of invectives against the sins of the 
nation which brought these calamities upon 
them, and exhortations to repentance, advising 
them to yield with patient submission, as the 
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only means of averting the utter destruction 
of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans. The sufferings 
he himself underwent while opposing the fury 
and wickedness of his countrymen have been 
related in the reign of Zedekiah. He was im- 
prisoned, he wa^s cast into a dry well or miry pit, 
so loathsome, that had he remained in it twenty- 
four hours his death was inevitable : he was ex- 
posed to bitter taunts and mockery, but still be 
persevered, and was in the city of Jerusalem 
when taken by Nebuchadnezzar's army. As the 
fame of his sanctity, and the opposition he had 
made to the revolt of Zedekiah from Nebuchad- 
nezzar had reached that prince, he gave orders 
for treating the prophet with respect and kind- 
ness.\It was now proposed to Jeremiah that he 
should go to Babylon, and a liberal provision 
was offered him, sufficient to maintain him there 
in honor: but the prophet could not resolve to 
forsake his countrymen, disobedient and ungrate- 
ful as they were ; he preferred remaining in the 
desolate land of Judah, and took up his abode 
with the remnant that were left. 

The restlessness natural perhaps to the unfortu- 
nate, soon induced the subjected Israelites to wish 
for change : and they demanded of the prophet 
whether they should flee into Egypt ; at their 
desire he asked counsel for them of the Loan, 
and in a few days returned a decided refusal; 
prohibiting their going into Egypt, and predict- 
ing misery and misfortunes in case they deserted 
their own land, and entered this idolatrous 
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country. But the spirit of perverse disobedi- 
ence still actuated this wretched remnant of a 
forlorn people: they rejected the counsel thus 
asked for and obtained at their own earnest 
request, and set out for Egypt, carrying Jere- 
miah with them, whether by force or of his own 
choice we are not informed. The exile Jews 
settled at Tahpanhes, or Hanes, and here tradi- 
tion asserts, Jeremiah Was stoned to death ; 
either by his countrymen, or by the Egyptians, 
in revenge for his having predicted the conquest 
of that nation by Nebuchadnezzar, or, as some 
assert, on account of his foretelling that an 
earthquake at the time of the birth of the 
Messiah would overthrow their idols. The man- 
ner of his death is differently related ; one tradi- 
tion asserts that he was stoned to death at 
Tahpanhes, or thrown into a pit and transfixed 
by darts ; to which is added that Alexander the 
Great, hearing the prophet had uttered predict- 
ions concerning himself, visited his tomb, and 
ordered his urn to be removed to his new city of 
Alexandria, where he caused to be erected a 
magnificent monument to his memory."^ An- 
other tradition relates that Jeremiah died at 
Babylon ; and a third, that he returned to his 
own land and died in peace, and was buried near 
Jerusalem, where his tomb is shown; but it is 

* It became celebrated for miracles : crocodiles ^ere supposed 
to be unable to liye near it, and the dust of the place is even 
now deemed a cure for the bite of an asp. See Notes in €hray*s 
Key, 
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generally believed that he was stoned to death 
in Egypt. 

Besides the prophecies relating to his own 
nation, Jeremiah delivered several predictions 
regarding the neighbouring kingdoms, and more 
particularly the Assyrian and Egyptian ; such as 
the conquest of Tyre and Egypt by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and the taking of Babylon by the Medes 
and Persians. The prophecies against Babylon 
Jeremiah sent thither by Seraiah, the brother of 
Barach his scribe : he was commanded to read 
the predictions to the captive Jews, and then 
fiisten the scroll to a stone and cast it into the 
river Euphrates, and say, " Thus shall Babylon 
sink, and not rise again from the evil the Lord 
will bring upon her/'* He also wrote to the cap- 
tives commanding them to settle peaceably in 
Chaldea, to marry and build houses, as they 
would certainly remain in captivity for seventy 
years : this exhortation to patience and submis- 
sion was ill received by those who still clung to 
the flattering hopes held out to them by the 
false prophets, that they should soon return to 
their own land in glory ; so bold was the opposi- 
tion to the prophet's words, that Shemaiah wrote 
from Babylon to the chief of the priests at Jeru- 
salem, complaining of their having permitted 
Jeremiah to send these discouraging letters to 
the exiles, and even reproached them for not 
having imprisoned Jeremiah, and seized his per- 

* Jeremiah 41 — 64. 
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son. For this impiety the prophet was ordered 
to declare to Shemaiah that he should not share 
in the happiness of his people, nor should any 
of his posterity witness the return out of cap* 
tivity. 

Besides his written predictions, Jeremiah made 
many prophetic announcements by means of sig- 
nificant actions, either seen in vision, or solemnly 
performed, and which the people were called 
upon to regard as being expressly done by divine 
command. Thus to indicate the captivity of 
Judah, and yet its return, though in a miserable 
condition, far different from its former state, the 
prophet took a beautiful linen girdle and buried 
it in a cave by the Euphrates ; after some time 
he sought it and dug it up ; but behold it was 
utterly marred and spoiled, and unfit for use ; 
« Thus," said the prophet, " Would the Lord 
mar the pride of Jerusalem."''^ 

To show that the captivity should end, and the 
Jews be restored to their land, although Jeru- 
salem was then being besieged by Nebuchadnezzar, 
and on the point of being taken, the prophet 
bought a field, and had the purchase witnessed 
in legal form, and the deeds secured in an 
earthen vessel, which he publicly committed to 
the hands of Baruch, saying, ** Thus saith the 
Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel. Houses and 
fields and vineyards shall be possessed again 

* By man J eommentaton it is thought that this passed onlj 
in rision. 

2k 
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in this land."* This was in the tenth year of 
Zedekiah's reign, when Jeremiah was kept ander 
a strict guard in the . court of the prison, on 
account of his predicting the approaching success 
of the Chaldeans, and temporary ruin of his 
country. In the reign of Jehoiakim, Jeremiah 
was commanded to go to a potter s house, and 
observe him making vessels of clay ; and if the 
vessel he made, was marred or spoiled, the potter 
cast it away, and made another, as seemed good 
to him : *' In like manner could not the Lord do 
with the house of Israel?" for were not the 
nations of the world in his hands to pluck up, 
to cast down, or to destroy, like clay in the hands 
of the potter?" To make the type yet more 
significant, the prophet was ordered to call the 
ancients of the priests, and lead them into the 
valley of Hinnom, on the south side of the city, 
and there taking an earthen bottle in his hand, 
break it in pieces before them, declaring, that in 
like manner the kingdom should be broken up, 
and that valley should be called the valley of 
slaughter, because they had offered in it sacri- 
fices to Baal, and filled it with the blood of 
innocents, that is children, who had been burnt 
before their idols. From the valley the prophet 
ascended to the Temple, and there repeated 
his prophecy. When Pashur, son of the chief 
governor, heard what Jeremiah had predicted, 
he smote the prophet, and put him in the stocks 
until the next day, when Jeremiah, being re- 

* Jeremiah xxxii. 
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leased again, repeated bis prediction, adding that 
Pasbur would himself be carried captive to 
Babylon, and die there.''^ Besides his prophe- 
cies, we have come down to us the lamentations 
of Jeremiah, a collection of mournful elegies, 
or funeral odes, in which, says Bishop Lowth, 
** He celebrates in plaintive strains the obsequies 
of his ruined country." The poem is divided 
into five parts : in the first, second, and fourth, 
the prophet speaks in his own person, or beauti- 
fully personifies Jerusalem, once a flourishing 
city, chief among the nations, now solitary and 
afflicted, betrayed by her friends, and imploring 
in vain relief and consolation : in the third chap- 
ter a chorus of Jews is introduced, after the 
manner of the Greek tragedies : and in the fifth, 
the whole nation of the Jews pour forth their 
complaint, on being led away into captivity. The 
arrangement of the parts was according to an 
alphabetical order, not uncommon in the Hebrew 
ode, adapted probably to assist the memory .f The 
whole is so exquisitely tender, so deeply mourn- 
ful, that one would conceive, says Lowth, " that 

• Jerenuah xix. — xi. 

t For an account of thia book, see its analysis by Bishop 
Lowth, Lecture xxii., from which most of the observations 
above are drawn ; also Bishop Gray, on the same subject. — 
Key to Old TeHament.^The hundred and thirty-seventh psalm, 
and part of the sixty-fifth, are sometimes attributed to Jeremiah, 
but probably neither, says the latter authority, were written by 
him : but the former, beginning, " By the rivers of Babylon, 
there we sat down,*' was composed by some captive Jew, and 
the latter by David, after a drought. 
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every letter was written with a tear ; every word 
the sound of a broken heart." 

The general style of this prophet, says Bishop 
Gray, is more plain and simple than any of 
the prophets, excepting perhaps Obadiah, and 
though not devoid of occasional splendour and 
sublimity, is certainly inferior to Isaiah. The 
first chapters of the book, containing denuncia- 
tions against idolatry, and sorrow at the ap- 
proaching calamities of his people, are chiefly 
poetical : the middle part is historical, and is 
written in prose with much simplicity : the last 
six chapters, containing several predictions re- 
lating to other nations, the overthrow of Tyre, 
and Babylon, and invasion of Egypt, are entirely 
in verse, and in a high strain of dignity, and 
rise almost to the sublimity of Isaiah. 

The chapters of Jeremiah are not arranged in 
the exact order of time. The first twelve belong 
to the reigq of Josiah : the rest, to ch. zliv., are 
not consecutive. " The fifty-first chapter ends 
the prophecies, and the concluding chapter was 
probably compiled from Kings, and added by 
Ezra." 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

HABAKKXTK. OBADIAH. 

Habakkuk. Much ancertainty rests 
612! npon the personal history of this prophet, 
and the time of his delivering his prophecies is 
variously placed. The Jews generally consider 
him to have lived in the reign of Manasseh, 
but Gray, and most modern commentators, 
place him in the reign of Jehoiakim, thus making 
him contemporary with Jeremiah, Habakkuk 
makes no mention of the Assyrian Empire of 
Nineveh, which renders it probable that he lived 
after its destruction by Nabopolassar ; but he 
speaks of the Chaldeans, '* this bitter and hasty 
nation," and foretells the approaching invasion 
of Judea by them, under Nebuchadnezzar, and 
the captivity of the Jews. , 

The style of this prophet is highly poetical, 
particularly the sublime prayer which occupies 
the third chapter, and concludes with that beau- 
tiful expression of holy confidence, in the midst 
of dark distress and worldly sorrow. 

'* Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, nei- 
ther shall fruit be in the vines, the labour of the 
olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat, 
the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there 
shall be no beast in the stall : yet I will rejoice 
in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
salvation/' 
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Habakkuk is commonly thought to have lived 
and died in Jadea, and his tomb is said to have 
existed in the neighbourhood of Eleutheropolis. 
One tradition asserts that he quitted his country 
and fled into Arabia on the approach of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and returned after the Chaldeans had left 
the land, but this rests on insufficient authority : 
it is supposed, that he refused to follow his coun- 
trymen into Egypt, and was allowed to remain 
behind : the exact time of his death is un- 
known. 

Habakkuk is erroneously said to have written 
some other predictions, and also one, if not two, 
of the books in the Apocrypha; but the pro- 
phetical book in the Old Testament is the only 
authentic work we possess. 

We shall give Obadiah next in order, as the 
prophet Daniel is so intimately connected with 
the history of the Jews in the captivity, that his 
life cannot be separated from it: he is indeed, 
contemporary with Obadiah, and some of his 
prophecies must have been delivered later in 
point of time. 

OBADIAH. 

^ ^ Obadiah. There is nothing certainly 
588. known of the prophet Obadiah : some have 
attempted to identify him with one of the various 
Obadiahs mentioned in the Old Testament, such 
as Obadiah, governor of Ahab's house, who saved 
a hundred prophets from the persecutions of 
Jezebel ; or Obadiah, the captain of fifty men 
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who was sent to bring Elijah to the presence of 
Ahaziah ; but all these conjectares are unfounded) 
and we only know that the prophet was commis- 
sioned to deliver God's judgment against Edom, 
and that his book was admitted into the Jewish 
canon of the minor prophets. It is conjectured 
that he lived contemporary with Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel, who also prophecied against Edom, and 
in language nearly resembling Obadiah's.* 

The Edomites, whose country is the modern 
Petrsea, and lay south of Judea, are reproached 
with their hatred and cruelty towards the inha- 
bitants of the land of Judah, though they were 
brethren, being descended from Esau, Jacob*s 
brother ; and yet, liotwithstanding this tie of near 
kindred, they rejoiced when Jerusalem was de- 
stroyed, and insulted her people in their distress : 
they joined with their adversaries, and even cut 
off those that sought to escape ; for all this, the 
prophet declared they should be brought low, 
and should themselves suffer the misery and 
humiliation they had helped to inflict upon their 
brethren. " As thou hast done, it shall be done 
unto thee," says the prophet, '* even though they 
deceived themselves, and vainly imagined their 
rocky abode impregnable." " Thou that dwell- 
est in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is 
high, that saith in his heart, who shall bring me 
down :" yet should they be brought low and 
utterly fall away as a nation from the earth. 

* Compare Jeremiah xlix. and Kezekie 1 xxxy. 
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The destruction of Edom was commenced by 
Nebuchadnezzar a few years after the taking of 
Jerusalem it rose to some degree of prosperity 
under the Romans, but sunk gradually into in- 
significance, and the wealthy merchant city of 
Petra, once the mart of the rich trade of the 
Red Sea, and whose remains excite the wonder 
of the traveller, now presents only a desert 
dangerous to pass through, the resort of tribes 
of wild Arabs, who lay in wait for the unguarded 
passenger to plunder and destroy him. Yet in 
the midst of this rocky wilderness are traces of a 
vast city, partly hewn out of the rock, and elevated 
high in mid air, which recalls forcibly these 
w:ords of Obadiah : " Though thou exalt thyself 
as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among 
the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith 
the Lord." 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

DAIOEL IHTSBFBBTS KEBUOHADITBZZAB's DBEAlCfiU 

shjud&ach, meshach, ajstd abepneqo cast nrro thb 

TIEBY ETTBKAOE. 
Dan. L — ^iv. 

The prophet Daniel was among the 
606.' captives taken to Babylon in the fourth 
year of Jehoiakim, when many youths of royal 
and noble descent were carried into Assyria by 
the conqueror, probably as hostages, to keep 
the disaffected rulers in subjection. A descend- 
ant of the good king Hezekiah, Daniel early 
exhibited proofs of the same piety and fidelity 
to the law of his fathers. When brought to 
Babylon, the captives were kindly and gener- 
ously treated, and a number of those of good 
birth, and who gave promise of excellence, were 
selected to be educated in the king's palace; 
amongst these favoured youths were Daniel and 
his three friends, Hananiah, Mishael, and Aza- 
riah, better known by their Persian names of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Daniel was 
also re-named after the Persian manner, and 
called Belteshazzar. 

Daniel and his three friends continued faithful 
to their own religion, and piously observant of 
its law, though in a foreign land, and in the 
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midst of the temptations of a court. Brought 
up in the king's palace, they were luxuriously 
fed with meat and wine from the royal table; 
but as the Jews were obliged to attend to many 
distinctions in their food which were not bind- 
ing upon the Babylonians, and also perhaps 
because these meats were portions of sacrifices 
offered to idols, it was a case of conscience with 
these Jewish youths to abstain from this 
sumptuous fare, and Daniel entreated the prince 
of the king's household that he and his three 
friends might be allowed to live upon pulse, and 
have only water to drink; but the prince re- 
plied that he feared the displeasure of the king, 
for should he see them looking ill, and sadder in 
countenance than the other captive princes who 
were brought up with them, then he would be 
angry with him, and his life would be endangered. 
Daniel next addressed his request to the steward 
who was set oyer them, and entreated him to 
make trial of them. " Prove thy servants," he 
said, *' I beseech thee, ten days : let them give 
us pulse to eat and water to drink: then let 
our countenances be looked upon before thee, 
and the countenances of the children that eat 
of the portion of the king's meat : and as thou 
seest, deal thou with thy servants." "So he 
consented to them in this matter, and proved 
them ten days. And at the end of ten days, 
their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in 
flesh than all the children which did eat the 
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portion of the king's meat." After this, Daniel 
and his friends were allowed to live according 
to their own law ; they received the best educa- 
tion which the wise men of Babylon coald give, 
and became learned in all the arts and sciences 
then known. 

At the end of three years, when all the cap- 
tives educated in the palace appeared before the 
king, and he examined their attainments and 
abilities, none were found equal to these four 
Jews : therefore they were selected to stand be- 
fore the king. ** And in all matterif of wisdom 
and understanding the king enquired of them, 
and found them ten times better than all the 
magicians and astrologers of the realm." 

Daniel thus early distinguished himself by his 
piety and abilities ; but within the year, a new 
lustre was thrown upon his character, by an 
incident not uncommon in that age. Nebu- 
chadnezzar had now succeeded to the whole 
government of the vast empire of the Chaldeans, 
since the death of his father Nabopolassar, and 
by bis conquests and exalted talents, obtained 
the title of Great : for two years previously he 
had been joined in the government by his father 
Nabopolassar, and successfully commanded his 
armies, and invaded Egypt during that monarch's 
life; but immediately on his father's death he 
returned to Babylon, and there governed with 
vigour, and wisely ordered all the internal 
affairs of his kingdom. In the second year of 
his reign, reckoning from the death of his 
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fiither Nabopolassar,* Nebucbadnezzar dreamed 
a dream, whieb tronbled bis spirit. And be 
commanded tbe magicians and astrologers to be 
called; and be ordered them to tell bim bis 
dream, and its interpretation. As these astrolo- 
gers pretended to possess sapernatural power, by 
whieb they coold foretell fntare events, this de- 
mand was not perhaps so anreasonable as it at 
first appears; bnt it completely took them by 
surprise, and they conld only reply with timid 
fear, *'tell thy servants the dream, and we 
will shew the interpretation." Bat the king 
answered impatiently, *' the thing is gone from 
me: if ye will not make known to me the 
dream, and the interpretation, ye shall be cat in 
pieces ; bnt if ye will shew me the dream and 
the interpretation, ye shall receive gifts and great 
honor.** Again the terrified magicians implored 
the king to tell them the dream, and they would 
interpret it : the irritated monarch rejected their 
demand with scorn, " I know of a certainty," he 
said, ''that ye would gain time, because ye see 
the thing is gone from merf ye have prepared 

* The Babylonians reckon this king's reign from the death of 
Kabopolassar, and Daniel does the same: but the Hebrew 
writers in other parts of the Bible, reckon from the time Nebu- 
chadnezzar was joined by his father in the empire, which is two 
years earUer : this was natural, as it was then he first conquered 
Jerusalem, and was recognised by them as the soyeieign of 
Ohaldea. 

t The thing is gone from me, in the Septuagint the decree is 
gone forth from me. 
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lying and corrupt words to speak, till the times 
be changed : bat if ye will not make known to 
me the dream, there is but one decree for you : 
therefore tell the dream, and I shall know if ye 
can shew the interpretation •'' From this it 
appears, that the king remembered sufficient of 
his dream to know if they truly repeated it, 
but refused to tell it, in order to test their 
knowledge. 

The Chaldeans now declared there was not a 
man upon the earth who could shew what the 
king desired, nor was there any ruler, king, or 
lord, however powerful he might be, who had 
ever asked such a thing of any astrologer: *'none 
but the gods could shew it, and their dwelling is 
not with flesh." But it was all in vain; the 
haughty monarch became furious, and com- 
manded that all the wise men of Babylon should 
be slain. 

Daniel was not then more than two or three 
and twenty years of age, and consequently, 
though already enrolled among the wise men, he 
was too young to be selected to go into the royal 
presence on this occasion: when therefore the 
captain of the guard sought Daniel and his 
friends, to put them to death, he was greatly 
surprized : he ventured to remonstrate, and 
asked why is the decree so hasty from the king ? 
then, having access to the royal apartments, he 
went to the angry monarch, and desired that he 
might have time, when he promised that he 
would interpret the dream. 



268 ITEBUCHABITEZZAS'S DBEAM. 

Daniel forthwith went to his house, and com- 
manieated the decree to his friends Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego: they all spent the 
night in prayer to God, beseeching him that he 
would reyeal this secret, that they might not 
perish with the rest of the wise men: their 
prayer was heard, and that night the thing was 
revealed to Daniel in a vision. Fall of pioas 
gratitude he nttered this beautiful thanksgiving. 
"Blessed be the name of God for ever and 
ever ; for wisdom and might are his : And he 
ehangeth the times and the seasons; he removeth 
kings, and setteth up kings ; he giveth wisdom 
unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know 
understanding: He revealeth the deep and 
secret things : he knoweth what is in the dark- 
ness, and the light dwelleth with him. I thank 
thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, 
who hast given me wisdom and might, and hast 
made known unto me now what we desire of 
thee, for thou hast made known unto us the 
king 8 matter." 

£arly in the morning, Daniel went to the cap- 
tain of the guard, and said, "Destroy not the wise 
men of Babylon, and I will shew the king his 
dream." Then Arioch tjie captain, brought 
Daniel before the king, who regarding his youth 
with surprize, asked if he could indeed tell him 
his dream, and its meaning? Daniel replied 

with humble piety, 

" The secret which the king hath demanded 
cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magi- 
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cians, the soothsayers, shew the king: But 
there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, 
and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar 
nrhat shall be in the latter days." ** But as for 
me, this secret is not reyealed to me for any 
wisdom that I have more than any living, but 
for their sakes that shall make known the inter- 
pretation to the king, that thou mightest know 
the thoughts of thy heart." 

**Thou, king, sawest, and behold a great 
image. This great image, whose brightness was 
excellent, stood before thee: and the form 
thereof was terrible. The head of the image 
was of fine gold, the breast and arms of silver, 
the body and thighs of brass, the legs of iron, 
and the feet part of iron and part of clay. 
Then sawest till a stone was cut out without 
bands, which smote the image upon its feet, that 
were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 
Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, 
and the gold, broken to pieces together, and 
became like the chaff of the summer threshing- 
floors : and the wind carried them away, that no 
place was found for them : and the stone that 
smote the image became a great mountain, and 
filled the whole earth." 

'* This is the dream, and we will tell the inter- 
pretation before the king. 

*' Thou, king, art a king of kings, for the 
Qod in heaven hath given thee a kingdom, 
power, and strength, and glory: And whereso- 
2m 
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ever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the 
field, and the fowls of the heaven hath he given 
into thine hand, and hath made thee raler oyer 
them all. Thou art this head of gold. 

" And after thee shall arise another kingdom, 
inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of 
brass, which shall bear rale over all the earth. 
And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron, 
forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and sub- 
dueth all things, and as iron that breaketh all 
these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 

^ And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, 
part of potter's clay, and part of iron, the king- 
dom shall be divided : but there shall be in it of 
the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou 
sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. And as 
the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part 
of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, 
and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest 
iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle 
themselves with the seed of men : but they shall 
not cleave one to another, even as iron is not 
mixed with clay. 

'* And in the days of these kings shall the 
God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed : and the kingdom shall not 
be left to other people, but it shall break in 
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it 
shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest 
that the stone was cut out of the mountain with- 
out hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron^ 
the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold : the 
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great God hath made known to the king what 
shall come to pass hereafter : and the dream is 
certain, and the interpretation thereof sare." 

This interpretation has been rendered so clear 
by the events of past ages, that its explanation 
by all commentators has always been the same. 
1st kingdom: ''the head of gold" is the Chal- 
dean kingdom of Babylon, then at its greatest 
height of power and fame under Nebuchadnezzar. 
2nd kingdom : " the breast and arms of silver/' 
denotes the Persian empire, which began when 
Cyrus took the city of Babylon, and established 
the dominion of the Medes and Persians* 
3rd kingdom : " the body and thighs of brass" — 
was the conquest of Alexander the Great, and 
his successors. 4th kingdom: "the legs of iron" 
typify the strong rule of the Romans, which 
should break in pieces and subdue all nations, 
while the toes partly iron and partly clay, denote 
the kingdoms which arose out of that empire, 
some strong, some weak. The stone which was 
cut out of the mountain without hands, is the 
kingdom of Christ, which shall finally subdue 
all nations, and fill the whole earth :^ 

Nebuchadnezzar was struck with awe when he 
thus heard the secrets of his dream revealed to 
him. " Of a truth," he exclaimed, '' your God 

* The Jews apply this to the still expected tingdom of the 
HeBsiah. Josephiu refrains from interpreting this last part of 
Kebaohadnezzar's dream; no doubt for fear of exciting the 
anger of his Boman patrons, to whom his history is chiefly 
addressed. 
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is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a 
reTealer of secrets, sedng thou eonldst rereal 
this secret." like Pharaoh, Nebodiadnenar 
was eager to secore the serriees of a man in 
whcHn was the spirit of the holy gods; he gare 
great gifts to Shuiiel, and promoted him to be 
governor over the whole proyince of Babylon, 
and chief of the wise men, by which honorable 
and Incrative posts, he was elevated to the 
highest rank in the kingdom. Daniel did not 
forget his friends in his prosperity, bnt at his 
desire, they were appointed to offices of trost 
and importance nnder him. Daniel himsdf was 
one of the lords of the royal council, and always 
present in the king's court 

The next record in the book of Daniel con- 
cerns more immediately his three friends. Shad- 
rack, Meshach, aad Abednq;o: meanwhile m- 
teen years had d^ised, (between the dose of 
the second chapter and the opening of the third,) 
during which many important events happened 
to the Jews. In the same year that Danid 
interfNreted the king's dream, Jehoiakim revolted 
from his forced allegiance to the Chaldean 
monarch, and threw off the yoke ; oontrsry, as 
we have seen, to the advice and earnest remon- 
stnmoes of the prophet Jeremiah. Nebnchad- 
nezzar being at that time bnsily engaged in the 
afEiirs of his own kingdom, did not mardi in 
person to chastise the revolt, bnt commanded 
the governors of the neighbooring fNrovinces to 
harrass Jehoiakim with inroads, which they con- 
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tinned to do during three years, when they be- 
si^ed him in Jerusalem, and he was slain. 
Jehoiakin his son reigned for three months, at 
the end of which time Nebuchadnezzar coming 
in person to conduct the war, deposed him, and 
placed Zedekiah on the throne, sending Jehoia* 
kin in chains to Babylon, where he lived in 
prison during the whole of this monarch's long 
reign. In this captivity Ezekiel was carried 
away to Babylon, and placed with others of his 
countrymen on the banks of the Chebar. Then 
came the last revolt of Zedekiah, and the suc- 
cessful war of Nebuchadnezzar against his ally, 
Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt, which was 
followed by the siege of Jerusalem, and final 
captivity of the Jews with Zedekiah, who was 
brought blinded to Babylon. It was after these 
brilliant conquests, in the twentieth year of his 
reign, that Nebuchadnezzar set up a golden 
image, in the plain of Dura, not far from Baby- 
lon, and commanded all men to worship be- 
fore it. 

We learn from the ancient historian Herodo- 
tus, that the Chaldeans were accustomed to erect 
gigantic images of their gods, and one which 
he saw, a golden statue of Belus, may not im- 
probably have been the one which Nebuchad- 
nezzar raised on the plain of Dura, and which 
might afterwards be removed to the temple 
where Herodotus saw it. However that may 
be, Nebuchadnezzar caused a golden image of 
immense size to be set up in the middle of a 
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plain, in the province of Babylon, and assembled 
together all the governors, rulers, and officers 
of his kingdom, to be present at its dedication.* 

" Then a herald cried aloud, To you it is com- 
manded, people, nations, and languages : that 
at what time ye hear the sound of the comet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all 
kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the 
golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king 
hath set up. And whoso falleth not down and 
worshippeth, shall the same hour be cast into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace.'* 

The king commanded the presence of all the 
governors and officers of his kingdom, and 
amongst these came the three Jews, Shadracb, 
Meshach, and Abednego; they had been first 
promoted by Daniel, and being found worthy 
of the high stations which they occupied, and 
having faithfully served the king, they had con- 
tinued ever since to enjoy a large portion of his 
favor. This no doubt excited the jealousy of 
the native Babylonian lords, and they eagerly 
watched an occasion to bring upon them the 
king's anger. When therefore the musick 
sounded, and all the assembled multitude bowed 
down and worshipped the golden image, they 

* Some consider this to be an image either of Nabopolassar, 
the father of Nebuchadnezzar, or of Nebnchadnezzar himself; 
and that it was therefore an act of worship to these Idngs that 
was required. Dr. Hales suggests it to have been erected as • 
sort of contradiction to Kebuchadnezzar's dream, in which the 
head alone was of gold, and that he meant to assert by it the 
continued duration of his empire. 
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narrowly observed tliese three Jews, who stood 
calmly aside, and did not bend in adoration 
before the graven idol of their pagan master. 
With the eagerness of envy, inflamed by the 
hope of gratifying its secret malignity, these 
Chaldeans hastily approached the king at the 
moment when his heart was fall of pride and 
vain glory, and accased before him Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. '* These men, O 
king, have not regarded thee: they serve not 
thy gods, nor worship the golden image which 
thon hast set up." 

The king forgot, in this his day of power and 
pride, his former declaration, that the God of 
the Hebrews was the only true God; he was 
now only intent upon his own greatness, which 
he thought insulted by this disregard to his 
edict; — he was enraged, and furiously com- 
manded the three Hebrews to be brought before 
him. When they appeared, he fiercely demanded 
if it were true that they did not serve his gods, 
nor worship the golden image he had set up? 
and then, without waiting for a reply, he con- 
tinued, " If ye be ready at what time ye hear 
the sound of the cornet and flute, and all kinds 
of musick, to fall down and worship the image 
which I have made, it is well ; but if ye wor- 
ship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace : and who 
is that God that shall deliver you out of my 
hands." 

To this command, which their consciences for- 
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bade them to obey, the three pious Hebrews re- 
plied simply, ''We are not careful to answer 
thee, O Nebachadnezzar in this matter. If it 
be so, oar God whom we serve is able to deliyer 
ns from the barning fiery famace, and he will 
deliver ns out of thine hand, O king. But if 
not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we 
will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up." 

At this reply, the fury of Nebuchadnezzar 
knew no bounds: all the favor he had shown 
these wise and faithful officers of his crown was 
changed to anger, and he commanded that the 
furnace should be instantly made ready, and 
that it should be heated seven times more than 
it was wont to be heated. 

The secret envy long borne to these upright 
Jews, caused the order to be executed with 
alacrity: all was quickly prepared, and a space 
enclosed with a low wall was filled with burning 
materials, and set on fire : so that from a raised 
platform, such as the king and his courtiers 
probably stood upon, the inside of the furnace, 
or enclosed space, could be seen, although escape 
out of it was impossible : Then Nebuchadnezzar 
commanded the most mighty men present, those 
no doubt who had shown themselves eager in 
accusing them, to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, and cast them into the furnace. 
Eagc^rly they seized upon their victims, bound 
them in their garments as. they stood, and threw 
them into the midst of the flames: but ap- 
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proaching too near . the furnace, in their haste 
to gratify their own cruel jealousy, and show 
their ready obedience to the king's commands, 
the flames burst out, and they were all destroyed 
by the fire. 

Thus did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
fall bound into the midst of the furnace. The 
king watched to see their death: but soon his 
countenance expressed the greatest astonishment 
and awe : he rose up in haste, and turning to 
his ministers who waited around him, he asked, 
** Did not we cast three men bound into the 
midst of the fire ?" 

They answered that they had. 

" Lo," exclaimed the king, " I see four men 
loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they 
have no hurt, and the fourth is like the Son of 
God." 

Then Nebuchadnezzar approached the side of 
the furnace, and called aloud to Shadrach, Me- 
shach and Abednego, *' Ye servants of the most 
high God, come forth, and copie hither." And 
they came forth, and stood unhurt before the 
king : and all the governors and princes, which 
were assembled, attentively regarded them, and 
behold they were not in any way touched by 
the fire : it had not had the slightest effect upon 
their bodies, nor on their clothes ; not even the 
smell of fire had passed on them. 

By this wonderful deliverance, were the cap- 
tive Hebrews once more relieved from persecu- 
tion and contempt. The haughty monarch re- 
2n 
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cognised a power greater than his own, and 
blessed the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, who had sent his angel, and delivered 
his servants that trusted in him. He not only 
resumed his former tolerance of their faith, but 
made a decree, that whoever spoke anything 
amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, should be cut in pieces, and his 
house be made a heap, '' Because there is no 
god that can deliver after this sort." 

The envy of the Chaldeans, which had thought 
to bring disgrace and death upon the three 
Hebrews, thus turned to their advantage, through 
their noble constancy to the law of their reli- 
gion: Nebuchadnezzar promoted them to yet 
higher honours, and they became governors in 
the province of Babylon. 

There is no mention of Daniel in this inter- 
esting transaction, and for this various reasons 
readily present themselves. As his rank was 
superior to that of his friends, and his place 
was in the immediate presence of the king, it is 
probable that the envious courtiers would not 
dare directly to accuse him; they might not 
have the opportunity of observing him, as they 
were standing near the other Jews, or they 
might think it prudent to begin by bringing 
these, his less distinguished countrymen, to death; 
after which the destruction of Daniel would 
more easily follow. It is however possible that 
Daniel was not present : and this seems the most 
natural explanation of his entire silence respecting 
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himself: illness, or the king's affairs, in which 
he took a most conspicuous part, or many other 
causes unknown now, and not deemed of suffi- 
cient importance to mention, might have caused 
Daniel to be absent: perhaps he was at Shu- 
san ; and indeed had he been at court, his pre- 
sence would in all probability have shielded his 
countrymen from the attempts of their enemies. 

The fourth chapter of Daniel relates the 
second dream of Nebuchadnezzar, and its inter- 
pretation by the prophet. About eighteen years 
had elapsed since the events last recorded, and 
the power and glory of the king of Babylon 
had gone on increasing, until his heart was 
puffed up with pride, and he owned no God in 
heaven, nor any power on earth greater than his 
own. His arms hp,d conquered Judea, and de- 
stroyed the fair and beautiful city of Jerusalem, 
and he held its blinded king in prison. He had 
subdued Syria, and invaded Phoenicia, and after 
a siege of thirteen years, the rich and hitherto 
impregnable city of Tyre had been forced to 
yield to his victorious arms, and was razed to the 
ground. From thence he attacked Egypt, the 
only kingdom capable of offering any resist- 
ance to his conquests; after which he returned 
flushed with success to his capital of Babylon, 
and employed his leisure and immense riches in 
adorning it with temples, palaces, and gardens, 
which rendered it the wonder of the ancient 
world. In the midst of this unbounded power, 
and at the highest pinnacle of human greatness, 
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he received a mysterious warning of the saddest 

of all human calamities the loss of reason: 

madness in one of its most awful forms, was 
shown him as his approaching fate. The account 
is in the words of the king himself, who after his 
recovery ordered the record to be made, as a 
warning to future monarchs, '* and to shew the 
signs and wonders that the high God had wrought 
upon him." 

" I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in mine 
house, and flourishing in my palace : I saw a 
dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts 
upon my bed, and the visions of my head, 
troubled me." 

''Therefore made I a decree to bring in all 
the wise men of Babylon before me, that they 
might make known unto me the interpretation 
of the dream. Then came in the magicians, the 
astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers : 
and I told the dream before them ; but they did 
not make known unto me the interpretation 
thereof." 

" But at last Daniel came in before me, whose 
name is Belteshazzar, according to the name of 
my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy 
gods, and before him I told the dream, saying, 
'' Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, be- 
cause I know that the spirit of the holy gods 
is in thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell 
me the visions of my dream that I have seen, 
and the interpretation thereof. Thus were the 
visions of mine bead in my bed : 
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^* I saw and beheld a tree in the midst of the 
earth, and the height thereof reached unto hea- 
ven, and the sight thereof to the end of all the 
earth -. The leaves thereof were fair, and the 
fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all ; 
the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and 
the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the boughs 
thereof, and all flesh was fed of it." 

" I saw in the visions of my head upon my 
bed, and behold, a watcher and an holy one 
came down from heaven: He cried aloud, and 
said thus. Hew down the tree, and cut off his 
branches : Nevertheless leave the stump of his 
roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and 
brass, in the tender grass of the field ; and let it 
be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his 
portion be with the beasts in the grass of the 
earth: Let his heart be changed from man's, 
and let a beast's heart be given unto him, and 
let seven times pass over him." 

"This matter is by decree of the watchers, 
and the demand by the word of the holy ones : 
to the intent that the living may know that the 
Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up 
over it the basest of men. 

"This dream I, king Nebuchadnezzar, have 
seen. Now thou, Belteshazzar, declare the 
interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all the wise 
men of my kingdom are not able to make 
known unto me the interpretation : bat thou art 
able ; for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee," 
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On hearing Nebuchadnezzar relate this dream, 
Daniel was deeply distressed, for he was grate- 
folly attached to the king, and had been his 
faTonred coansellor for more than thirty years. 
**His thonghts troobled him," and for an hoar 
he remained silent and sorrowful. The king 
saw his concern, and divined that the dream 
foretold evil, and that his faithful servant found 
it difficult to communicate the interpretation. 
With kind consideration he sought to encourage 
Daniel to speak without fear of the conse- 
quences. 

^Let not the dream or the interpretation 
trouble thee," he said; to which the prophet 
mournfully replied, ** Let the dream be to them 
that hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to 
thine enemies." But the grief of Daniel could 
not change the deep significance of the dream, 
and he proceeded to give its meaning to the king. 

'* The tree that thou sawest, which grew and 
was strong, whose height reached unto the 
heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth ; 
whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof 
much, and in it was meat for all ; under which 
the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose 
branches the fowls of the air had their habi- 
tation: It is thou, O king, that art grown and 
become strong : for thy greatness is grown, and 
reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the 
end of the earth. 

** And whereas the king saw a watcher and an 
holy one coming down from heaven, and saying, 
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Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave 
the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even 
with a band of iron and brass, in the tender 
grass of the field ; and let it be wet with the 
dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the 
beasts of the field, till seven times pass over 
him. This is the interpretation, king, and 
this is the decree of the most High, which is 
come upon my lord the king :" 

*'That they shall drive thee from men, and 
thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the 
field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as 
oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of 
heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee: 
till thou know that the most High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever 
he will. And whereas they commanded to leave 
the stump of tlie tree roots ; thy kingdom shall 
be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have 
known that the heavens do rule." 

Such was the fearful judgment announced to 
this great and haughty monarch, to punish his 
pride and vain-glory : yet might it perhaps have 
been averted by repentance, and to this only 
means of avoiding his doom, the prophet urged 
Kebuchadnezzar while there was yet time. 

" Wherefore; king," he earnestly continued, 
*Met my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and 
break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine 
iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor : if it 
may be a lengthening of thy tranquility." 
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The disease which was thus predicted to fall 
upon Nebuchadnezzar was a species of insanity, 
which takes from the person so afflicted all con- 
sciousness of his proper existence, so that he 
imagines himself to be some animal, or wild 
beast. Instances have been known of men so 
powerfully affected by this malady, as to fancy 
themselves wolves, and imitate the habits of 
those creatures, and go out in the night, utter- 
ing horrid sounds like the howling of a flock of 
wolves, and actually falling upon whoever they 
met, and tearing them in pieces. When the 
diseased person believed himself transformed into 
an ox, he would devour grass, and lie out in 
the open air, and this was apparently the kind 
of madness which seized upon Nebuchadnezzar. 
And in that age, when insanity as a disease was 
not understood, nor treated as a physical dis- 
order, the king, like the meanest of his sub- 
jects, would no doubt be allowed to follow his 
insane impulses, and thus be driven forth from 
the abodes of men. 

Nebuchadnezzar appears to have disregarded 
the wise counsel of Daniel : no mention is made 
of his repentance, nor of his breaking off from 
any of his sins of pride or cruelty, and soon all 
that had been spoken came upon him. 

At the end of twelve months, as the king 
walked in his palace, looking over the magni- 
ficent city of Babylon, which he had so richly 
and gloriously adorned, he exclaimed, **Is not 
this great Babylon, that I have built for the 
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house of my kingdom, by the might of my 
power, and for the honour of my majesty." 

While the arrogant boast was yet on his lips, 
there fell a voice from heaven, saying, 

"O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken: 
Thy kingdom is departed from thee. And they 
shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall 
be with the beasts of the field : they shall make 
thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall 
pass over thee ; until thou knowest that the Most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth 
it to whomsoever he will." 

That same hour Nebuchadnezzar was seized 
with madness. In the midst of unbounded 
luxury, and at the summit of human grandeur, 
the hand of God struck him, and he sunk below 
the lot of the meanest of his slaves : even the 
very form of humanity could scarcely be recog- 
nised, in this once proud and vain glorious con- 
queror. Reason left him, and he was driven 
from men, to live with the beasts of the field. 

For seven years the disease of Nebuchadnezzar 
continued unabated, and during this period the 
kingdom was governed by his son Evil-Mero- 
dach. At the end of that time the king's reason 
returned to him, and he remounted the throne. 
He lived one year after his restoration, and then 
died, in the forty-third year of his reign, leaving 
the reputation of being the greatest monarch of 
his age, and the most famous of all the princes 
of the Babylonian-Assyrian Empire. 
2o 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 
cosnsvAnois of the histobt of dakiel: his 

TISI0K8: BSLBHAZZAB'S FEAST; THE TASXETG OF 
BABXLOSr BY CX^US. 

Dan. T., yii, yiiL 

NsBUCHADNEZzAR was succeeded on the throne 
of Babylon by his son, Evil-Merodach. It is 
stated in a Jewish tradition, that this prince 
gOTerned so ill during the insanity of his father, 
that when that king was restored, he threw his 
son into prison ; the same in which was confined 
Jehoiakin, the captive king of Jadah, who had 
been a prisoner for thirty-six years. Being thus 
thrown together in misfortane, an intimate 
friendship sprnng up between the princes, which 
only ended with their lives. This account ap- 
pears probable, for it is certain that immediately 
on mounting the throne, £vil-Merodach released 
Jehoiakin from prison, and treated him witb 
great kindness and distinction : he appointed 
him a place at his own table, and assigned him 
an honourable pension, giving him a rank higher 
than any of the other captive kings, whom his 
father's conquests had brought to Babylon. 
Jehoiakin did not however enjoy these advan- 
tages long: for he died before his benefactor 
Evil-Merodach, whose reign was short. 

By the death of Jehoiakin, the kingly dignity 
became extinct in the house of David, and thus 
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was fulfilled the prophecy of Jacob, "The sceptre 
shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver 
from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and 
to him shall the gathering of the people be."'^ 
The sceptre did now depart from the house of 
Judah, nor has there been a king on the throne 
of the family of David since. The Jews, to 
avoid the application of this prophecy to the 
Messiah, and the coming of Christ (Shiloh), 
pretend that Salathiel, the son of Jehoiakin, 
succeeded to his father's royal dignity : they 
style him the Head, or Prince of the Captivity, 
and he enjoyed many honors and privileges 
amongst his own people ; he also had a certain 
degree of authority, so far as was consistent 
with a state of subjection in a foreign land ; and 
when the kings of the east acknowledged this 
assumption of the regal title, the pageantry of 
a court was kept up, and money was collected 
from the dispersed Jews, to maintain it in splen- 
dour. This, however, was an uncertain and pre- 
carious state of prosperity, depending up9n the 
goodwill and tolerance of the reigning monarch 
of Babylon : nothing, in fact, but an empty title, 
devoid of real power, yet it is brought forward 
by modern Jews when pressed by the arguments 
of Christians, who refer to the fact of tlie sceptre 
of Judah having departed from Israel, as one 
of the signs which was to precede the advent of 
Christ, the Son of David. 

* aen. xlix. 
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In like manner, there was no longer a law. 
giver in Israel : and here too the Jews are re* 
doeed to a subterfuge, to avoid the plain-mean- 
ing of the text. They pretend that the law- 
giver here indicated is the chief of the Sanhe- 
drim, or great council, whose existence they 
endeavour to trace up to the time of Moses ;* 
though there is not any record of its proceedings 
as a political body, until after the return from 
Babylon, when the royal authority being extinct, 
a council to assist the governors, or high priests 
of the time being, naturally assumed an im- 
portant share in the government. 

Besides these fulfilments of ancient prophecy, 
as if to prepare the minds of the Jews for the 
advent of the Messiah, and to impress upon 
them its certainty, (when apparently they were 
cast out of their country, and hardly to be called 
a people,) Daniel was a few years later in- 
spired to see again into futurity, and to give 
prophecies so clear and minute, that they re- 
main to this day one of the most striking and 
irrefragable evidences of the divine authority of 
the Sacred Books, in which they are recorded. 
Two of these visions are related in the seventh 
and eighth chapters of the book of Daniel. In the 
first, under the image of four beasts, is again pre- 
figured the four kingdoms of the Babylonians, 
Medes and Persians, Macedonians, and Romans. 

* The Jews trace the Sanhedrim to the appointment of sevenfy 
elders, to assist Moses in the goyemment of the Israelites in the 
Wilderness. 
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In the second vision, the kingdom of Persia is 
typified by a ram, and Macedon by a He-Goat, 
with a notable horn between its eyes, by which 
is signified Alexander the Great : the continua- 
tion of the prophecy is yet more fully detailed 
than in the former visions, but as it would 
exceed our limits to give the whole of these pro- 
phecies and the commentaries upon them, we 
refer our readers to the book of Daniel, and 
to the many able works of the learned upon the 
fulfilment of the predictions it contains ; only 
referring to them where the circumstances 
naturally remind the attentive historian of the 
word of divine inspiration, which preceded the 
events under review. 

Evil-Merodach, whose name was Merodach, 
but who had the cognomen of Evil, or foolish, 
added to it on account of his unfitness to govern, 
became so obnoxious by his tyranny, that his 
brother-in-law, Neriglissar, conspired against 
him and slew him, in the second year of his 
reign. 

Evil-Merodach was succeeded on the throne 
of Babylon by this same Neriglissar, whose 
reign lasted four years. He governed wisely ; 
but he was unsuccessful in the war he undertook 
against the Medes, whose power was already 
rising rapidly, through the military talents of 
Cyrus :* this famous prince was, about that 
time, placed in command over the united forces 

* Cynu was the son of Cambjses king of Foraia, and he 
Biarried the only daughter of his uncle, Gjaxares, king of Media. 
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of Media and Persia, to both of which king- 
doms he was heir, and eventually sacceeded. 

Cyras the Great was aboat forty years of age 
when he began those important military con- 
qoests, which ended in his becoming sovereign 
master of the whole of Western Asia. He has 
left a name jastly celebrated for wisdom, pru- 
dence, and virtue, and famous in Holy Writ; 
being prefigured by the prophets long before 
his birth, as the deliverer of the nation of Judah 
from captivity; as such, some account will be 
given of him here. 

Cyrus was the son of Cambyses, king of 
Persia, (then only a small part of the country 
which afterwards went by that name,) and of 
MandaQa, daughter of Astyages, king of Media.* 
Persia was at that time only a province, under 
the dominion of Media, and the inhabitants 
were few and hardy, inured to toil, and frugal in 
their habits. Cyras was educated after the 
Persian manner, with a number of youths of 
the same age, in whose treatment and his own, 
no difference was made : they were all taught to 

• Wi do not attempt to enter into the question of the 
Btipcrior truthfidness of the accounts of Cyrus, by Xenophon 
and Herodotus, but follow Prideaux, Eollin, and other histo- 
rimis. m generally giving the preference to the former as to facts. 
As Fc^T^ia was then only a small kingdom, subjugate to Media, 
it i^ not important whither Cambyses be styled kin^ with Xeno- 
phon, or governor with Herodotus. The fiime of Cyrus, and the 
vQfit kingdom he established on a durable foundation, attest the 
general truth of Xenophon's exalted character of thif renuA' 
able prince. 
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endure hardship, cold and hunger, to ride and 
use the bow, and to live upon the plainest food. 
When twelve years old, the young prince went 
with his mother Mandana, to the court of Asty- 
ages, his grandfather, and remained in Media 
five years : there he gained the good will and 
esteem of all who approached him. It was 
daring his stay in Media, that Evil-Merodach 
made an inroad into the country, which caused 
Astyages to march against him at the head of all 
his forces, on which occasion Cyrus accompanied 
his grandfather, and first saw real war. His 
extreme youth did not prevent his distinguishing 
himself, and his bravery and skill mainly assisted 
in procuring the victory which the Medes 
gained. Soon after this expedition, Cyrus re- 
turned to Persia, and re-entered the ranks of 
the young men, and completed the course of 
education laid down by the laws of Persia. He 
remained with his father, occupied in the ordi- 
nary afiairs of government, until he was forty 
years old, when the death of his grandfather 
Astyages called him again into Media, to head 
the forces which his uncle Cyaxares levied to 
repel the attacks of Neriglissar. In the battle 
which ensued, the king of Babylon was defeated 
and slain. 

Neriglissar, before attacking the Medes, had 
strengthened himself by alliances with the 
numerous princes of Asia Minor, and amongst 
these with Croesus, king of Lydia, so famous for 
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his unbounded riches. On the defeat and death 
of Neriglissar, Croesus retreated back into Lydia, 
and the formidable confederacy was broken 
up. 

Laborasoarchad the son of Neriglissar, suc- 
ceeded his father on the throne of Babylon : be 
was unlike him in character, and by his cruelty 
and wanton tyranny he entirely alienated the 
affections of his people. Amongst the dis- 
affected, particular mention is made of Gobrias, 
a nobleman of high rank, whose son he slew 
in a hunting match before his father's eyes, for 
no other crime than having shot the game which 
the king had missed: this nobleman, and others 
who had been as cruelly wronged and driven 
into disaffection, now encouraged Cyrus to in- 
vade Babylonia : this he did, and was partially 
successful: he defeated Laborasoarchad in battle, 
and forced him to seek shelter within the walls 
of Babylon. Cyrus appeared twice before its 
gates, ravaged the country, and finally seized 
upon three fortresses on the frontiers; he then 
retired into winter quarters, and sent for Cyax- 
ares, to consult upon the best means of prosecu- 
ting the war. 

The retreat of Cyrus was the signal to Labora- 
soarchad to renew his cruelties, which soon 
became unendurable; a conspiracy was formed 
against him, and he was put to death : he was 
succeeded by Nabonned, or Nabonadius, called 
Belshazzar in the Bible. 
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Belshazzar''^ is supposed to have been the son 
of Evil-Merodach, by his queen Nitocris: thus 
he was grandson to Nebuchadnezzar, but in the 
usual Scripture phraseology, he is styled his son, 
and he himself speaks of Nebuchadnezzar as his 
father, according to the enlarged sense in which 
any remote ancestor is called 'father,' and any 
remote descendant is called 'son/ It was in 
the first year of this king's reign that Daniel 
saw the vision of the ' Four great Beasts, which 
came up from the sea, diverse one from an- 
other,' which prefigured the four successive 
kingdoms — the Babylonian, Medes and Persian, 
Macedonian, and Roman. (Dan. vii.) And in 
the third year of the same reign, he had the vision 
of the Ram and the He-goat, which typified the 
same revolutions of empires. This brings us to 
the most remarkable event in the life of Daniel, 
his interpreting the handwriting on the wall, at 
Belshazzar's impious feast. 

Belshazzar was a prince fond of pleasure, and 
given up to every excess, and his feeble govern- 
ment would have hardly been able to resist, as it 
did for seventeen years, such an enemy as Cyrus, 
but for the extraordinary talents and virtue of 
bis mother Nitocris, who took the chief manage- 
ment of affairs, while her effeminate son feasted 
in his palace. This wise and sagacious princess, 

• For the arguments to prove that Belshazzar was the son 
of Eyil-Merodaoh, the reader is referred to JPrideoMx* Connexion, 
Vol. 1., poffe 127, where the subject is discussed at full length. 
2p 
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foresaw that sooner or later Babylon would 
itself become the object of attack, and she strove 
to render it impregnable by new contrivances 
within the city, and by adding fresh fortifications 
to the walls ; she also caused immense stores of 
arms and grain to be brought in, besides that 
the circuit within the city was so great, that com 
could be grown every year sufficient to prevent a 
famine. To obtain assistance, and divert Cyrus 
from the war against Babylon, Belshazzar in the 
fifth year of his reign, went to seek his former 
ally Croesus, king of Lydia, and giving him the 
command of their united forces, he induced him 
to cross the river Halys, and invade Media, he 
himself returning back to Babylon. But Croesas 
was entirely defeated in the battle of Thymbriam, 
by Cyrus, who thereupon marched through 
Asia Minor, conquered Lydia and the neigh- 
bouring kingdoms, and then returned to concen- 
trate his whole strength before the walls of 
Babylon. In the previous years he had sub- 
dued the other fortresses of the country, and 
thus he was now undisputed master of all but the 
yast, gigantic city of Babylon, a state in itself. 

To render any account of the taking of Baby- 
lon intelligible, it is necessary to know the plan 
upon which this extraordinary city was built 
Its form was a square of fifteen miles each side, 
and sixty miles in circuit. Within, the city was 
crossed by streets running from side to side in 
strait lines, intersecting each other at right 
angles ; the walls were high, and so broad that 
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several armed chariots could drive abreast upon 
them : while the gates were strongly defended 
by towers, erected at regular distances, from 
which slingers showered down stones and other 
missiles on an approaching enemy. Through the 
middle of the city ran the broad river Euphrates, 
affording an unfailing supply of water, and 
adding to its security: at the two extremities, 
where the river entered and where it flowed out 
of the town, strong brazen gates were thrown 
across, above the stream, so that no vessels 
could enter; and where the streets opened on the 
quays which bordered the river, here again there 
were brazen gates at the end of each street, 
which were shut every night, and cut off all 
communication with the river, and with that part 
of the city which lay on the other side. There was 
however a passage under the bed of the stream, 
communicating between the old and new palaces, 
which had been made at an immense expense by 
Nitocris, in order to have a means of escape, 
or for the passage of troops in case of a sur- 
prise. With all these defences of art and nature, 
Babylon seemed impregnable, and when Cyrus 
sat down to besiege it, the Babylonians looked 
from their walls with utter scorn, and derided 
his attempt as madness. But the word of God 
had gone forth against it, and Babylon the great 
was doomed to fall. 

For two years did Cyrus carry on his attacks 
in the usual way, but without making the small- 
est progress : At the end of that time, he thought 
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of the following stratagem : he considered that 
if the river were dry, it would be possible to 
enter its bed, and pass under the brazen gates 
which were thrown across it: he was also in- 
formed that on a certain festival, the city was 
given up to riotous feasting, when the gates of 
the streets leading to the river were often left 
open from negligence, and to allow of a free 
communication between the revellers in all parts 
of the town. On this night, therefore, Cyrus 
resolved to enter the city, by turning the water 
of the Euphrates into another channel. When 
the day came, and all was prepared, Cyrus sent 
men higher up the stream, who cut through the 
bank of the river, and let the water run into a 
canal leading into a large lake or reservoir, 
which had been previously prepared : the water 
followed this direction, and the river having no 
fresh supply from above, became gradually 
lower and lower, and before many hours elapsed, 
it was fordable for the troops. Then, in the 
dead of night, Cyrus marched his men in silence 
into the river's bed : they passed unobserved 
under the gates, and at once found themselves 
in the very midst of the mighty Babylon. Yet 
even here, their further progress would have 
been stayed, but for the disorder consequent on 
the feast ; for the gates leading from the quays 
into the streets, were ordinarily closed at dark, 
and were strong enough to have resisted all the 
efforts of the Persians ; but the gates of brass 
on this night of careless revelry were left open, 
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and Cyrus met with no obstacle to arrest him. 
Meanwhile we must turn to what was passing in 
the king's palace. 

" Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a 
thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the 
thousand."* In the midst of the riot and revelry 
of the prolonged feast, the king, mad with pride 
and intoxication, commanded that the sacred 
vessels plundered by Nebuchadnezzar from the 
Temple of Jerusalem, should be brought out, 
in order that he and his wives and his courtiers 
might drink out of them. So they brought 
the golden vessels that were taken out of the 
House of God at Jerusalem, and the king, and 
his princes, and his wives, drank out of them. 

"They drank wine, and praised the gods of 
gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, 
and of stone." But the impious feast was 
troubled. " In the same hour came forth fingers 
of a man*8 hand, and wrote over against the 
candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the 
king's palace, and the king saw the part of the 
hand that wrote. Then the king's countenance 
was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so 
that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his 
knees smote one against another." 

Overpowered with terror, Belshazzar cried 
aloud, and commanded the astrologers and wise 
men to be summoned : they came, and he bade 
them read the writing on the wall, and show 

* Dan. ▼. 
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him the interpretation; offering them rewards 
and honors if they obeyed. "Whosoever," he 
said, " shall read this writing, and shew me the 
interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with 
scarlet, and have a chain of gold aboat his neck, 
and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom." Bot 
the king's offers were vain ; the wise men could 
not read the writing, which was in the ancient 
Hebrew character, much less make known its 
mysterious meaning. 

"Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, 
and his countenance was changed in him» and 
his lords were astonied." 

The report of the king's alarm, and the super- 
natural appearance which excited it, spread from 
the banqueting-house to the palace, and reached 
the ears of Nitocris, the queen mother ; without 
delay she came to the hall where the riot and 
the feast were broken off, and her haughty son 
sat trembling with unspeakable terror : she thus 
addressed him : 

" O king, live for ever : let not thy thoughts 
trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be changed: 
There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the 
spirit of the holy gods; and in the 'days of thy 
father, light and understanding and wisdom, like 
the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; 
whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father made 
master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, 
and soothsayers. Forasmuch as an excellent 
spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, inter- 
preting of dreams, and showing of hard sen- 
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tences, and dissolving of doobts were found in 
Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar : 
now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the 
interpretation." 

** Then was Daniel brought in before the king. 
And the king spake and said. Art thou that 
Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity 
of Judah, whom the king my father brought out 
of Jewry ?* I have even heard of thee, that the 
spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and 
understanding and excellent wisdom are found 
in thee. And now the wise men, the astrologers, 
have been brought in before me, that they 
should read this writing, and make known unto 
me the interpretation thereof; but they could 
not shew the interpretation of the thing : And I 
have heard of thee, that thou canst make inter- 
pretations, and dissolve doubts: now if thou 
canst read the writing and make known the 
interpretation, thou shailt be clothed with scarlet, 
and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and 
shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom." 

* It seems at first sight strange that the person of Daniel 
should be unknown to the king, but the following suggestion is 
given in Kitto's Ifotes on this passage in Daniel, namely, that in 
Persia on the death of the Shah, it is customary to drive away 
from court the king's astrologers and physicians, the former, for 
not having predicted, and the latter, for not having prevented 
his death : if this custom prevailed in ancient Babylon, it accounts 
for Belshazzar never having known the prophet: while the queen 
mother would doubtless continue to consult him on the affkin of 
thekixigdom. 
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The rewards offered by the degenerate monarch 
in his fear, were worthless in the sight of Daniel. 

" Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy 
rewards to another," he said; bat he added, "yet 
I will read the writing onto the king, and make 
known to him the interpretation." 

*' O thou king, the most high God gave Neba- 
chadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, 
and glory, and honour: And for the majesty 
that he gave him, all people, nations, and lan- 
guages, trembled and feared before him : whom 
he would he slew; and whom he would he kept 
alive : and whom he would he set up, and whom 
he would he put down. But when his heart was 
lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was 
deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his 
glory from him: and he was driven from the 
sons of men, and his heart was made like the 
beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses: 
they fed him with grass like oxen, and his body 
was wet with the dew of heaven ; till he knew 
that the most high God ruleth in the kingdom of 
men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever 
he will." 

" And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not 
humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all 
this." 

Daniel then went on to reproach the king for 
his yet more flagrant impiety, in bringing forth 
the vessels of the Lord's House to drink wine 
m them, he and his lords, and his wives, and 
thus adding profanation and sacrilege to his riot. 
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The vessels had been placed in the temple of 
Belus at Babylon, and though they were pro- 
faned by being made to adorn an idol worship, 
they were at least kept apart from common use, 
and in the eyes of the heathen they were treated 
as sacred vessels, devoted to their god; but to 
use them as common drinking cups in a bacchan- 
alian feast, was to treat them with the utmost pos- 
sible contempt ; a bravado of impious sacrilege, 
seldom or never ventured upon by the > most 
flagitious idolator. It was the consciousness of 
this act of extraordinary impiety which made 
Belshazzar tremble, and seek to know the fate 
he had provoked. 

Then Daniel read the writing on the wall — 
MsNE, Mbne, Tekel, Upharsin. *' This," said 
the prophet, *Ms the interpretation:" ^'Menb; 
God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished 
it," 

''Tekel; thou art weighed in the balances, 
and art found wanting." 

" Peres ;* thy kingdom is divided, and given 
to the Mcdes and Persians." 

Scarcely was the awful punishment foretold, 
than it was accomplished. Cyrus had silently 
entered the city, the gates were open, his troops 

* Pebes : is the singular, and FEABSiir the plural form, with 
u (or) added to it. The repetition of the same word, or repeat- 
ing the word in the singular and plural form, gives intensity to 
the meaning, and implies that the decree was certain, and would 
tkotily come to pass.— fi9«0 Mies hy KUto.J 

2q 
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marched directlj upon tbe palace, and " in that 
night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans 
slain." 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 



cosrnnrATios op the histobt or daioel. dakikl 

CAST ISTO THE JaIOS's DISS: HIS DEATH. 
Baii.Ti. 

Thb fall of Babylon, and its sobjagation by 
Cyros, brought in a new dynasty, and its 
monarchs ceased to be styled the kings of Baby- 
lon, bat were called henceforth either kings of 
the Medes and Persians, or, after the death of 
Cyaxares, (Darios the Mede of the Bible,) kbgs 
of Persia only, that vast monarchy embracing 
the ancient territory of all three, Persia, Medea, 
and Babylon. Cyrus, the conqueror of Babylon, 
was, as already stated, son of the king, (or 
governor,) of Persia, and grandson of Astyages 
king of Media, and consequently nephew to 
Cyaxares, the reigning king, whose armies he 
commanded for upwards of twenty years, jointly 
with his own. Persia being originally inferior to 
and dependant upon Media, Cyrus, although the 
general of the army, and possessed of supreme 
authority in the countries he subdued, yet made 
his conquests in the name of his uncle Cyaxares, 
and reigned jointly with him, giving to him the 
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first rank during his life. Hence Gyaxares, who 
is called in Daniel, Darius the Mede, is styled 
by him ' the king,' until his death, which hap- 
pened two years after the taking of Babylon, 
when Cyrus, who had married his daughter and 
only child, succeeded to the whole empire: he 
reigned alone for seven years, and it was in the 
first year of his reign, reckoned from the death 
of his uncle Darius, that Daniel obtained from 
him the decree which allowed the Jews to return 
into their own land, and thus put an end to the 
seventy years captivity. Before following the 
historical narrative, we shall relate what befel 
Daniel at the court of Darius, and his deliver- 
ance from the den of Lions. 

When Darius the Mede came, at the desire of 
Cyrus, to take possession of their new conquests 
and reside at Babylon, he found there the pro- 
phet Daniel, an old and experienced counsellor, 
whose life had been passed in the service of 
Babylon*s wisest sovereigns, and whose character 
for integrity and wisdom had stood against the 
jealousy of his equals, and the attacks of the 
enemies of his nation. Besides these claims 
upon the regard of so wise a monarch as Cyrus, 
a new lustre was added to his fame by the 
occurrences which preceded the taking of Baby- 
lon- Fifty years before, he had predicted the 
rise and dominion of the Persian empire to 
M'ebuchadnezzar the Great, and it was he, who 
at Belshazzar's feast read the mysterious writing 
on the wall, and pronounced that that night the 
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predicted judgment would fall. We are there- 
fore not surprised to read, that when it pleased 
Darius to set three presidents to be over the 
hundred and twenty princes who governed the 
kingdom, Daniel was one, and held the first 
place. The reason assigned for this preference 
accords with the previous acts of Daniel, for it 
was "because an excellent spirit was in him, 
that the king sought to set him over the whole 
realm." 

Nevertheless the king's well-deserved favor 
excited the enmity and jealousy of the princes, 
and they sought to frame some accusation against 
him in the discharge of his high offices ; but so 
perfect was his wisdom and integrity, that *' they 
could find no occasion nor fault in him, foras- 
much as he was faithful, nor was there any error 
found in him." Then said these men, "We 
shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, 
except we find it against him concerning the 
law of his God." On this they formed the fol- 
lowing wicked device. They determined to in- 
duce the king to make a decree, by which it 
should be forbidden to all persons to ask a peti- 
tion of any god or man, except the king, for 
thirty days, and whosoever broke the command 
should be cast into a den of lions. As Daniel's 
piety was well known, as well as its being the 
CQstom of all pious Jews to offer up daily prayers 
^ God at stated times, it was foreseen that 
Aianiel would disregard a decree which interfered 
with his religious observances, and thus he would 
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be ensnared into an act of disobedience to the 
royal decree, and be punished with death. 

With this sinister intent, the princes brought 
the decree to Darius, saying, that all the presi- 
dents of the kingdom, the governors, the princes, 
the counsellors, and the captains had consulted 
together, and made it; therefore they entreated 
him to establish it, and sign the writing that it 
should not be changed, ** according to the law of 
the Medes and Persians which altereth not." With 
what arguments they supported so unjust and 
tyrannical a decree we are not informed: perhaps, 
as the Persians were recent conquerors, and the 
goyernment newly established, they might pro- 
pose it as a test of the people's obedience, and as 
glorious to the new monarch, from whom all 
honor and happiness was thus made to flow; 
whatever they said, they carefully avoided any 
mention of Daniel, and without sufficiently 
weighing the consequences, Darius inconsider- 
ately signed the decree, and it became law; a law 
too, which could not be afterwards repealed at 
the will of the monarch, as the artful princes 
well knew, when they asked him to make the 
decree ''after the manner of the Medes and 
Persians, which altereth not," and not, as would 
have been natural, after the Babylonian manner. 
What they wickedly anticipated, occurred. 

Daniel was informed of the decree, but it 
could not affect, in his upright mind, his duty to 
his God. He retired to his chamber, at the 
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nsaal hours of prayer, and there, as he was 
accustomed to do, with his windows open towards 
Jerusalem, he kneeled down three times a day, 
and prayed and gave thanks before his God. 
His enemies were on the watch, and quickly 
appeared in the king's presence, and related 
what they had seen, and demanded that Daniel 
should be thrown into the Lion's den. 

When the king heard their accusation, he dis- 
cerned the fraudful purpose for which they had 
induced him to sign the decree, and he was sore 
displeased with himself for his hasty and des- 
potic act. He sought to repair his error, but in 
Tain ; for the laws of the Medes and Persians 
were not to be done and undone at pleasure. 
" The king laboured until the going down of the 
sun to deliver Daniel, but he could not." Then 
came again the princes, and pressed upon the 
king the necessity of executing the decree which 
had gone forth, and Darius was obliged to give 
the unwilling command, and the aged prophet 
was cast into the den of lions. 

" Now th^ king spoke and said unto Daniel, 
the god whom thou servest continually, he will 
deliver thee." A stone was then brought, and 
laid upon the mouth of the den, and sealed with 
the king's signet, and the signet of the lords: 
who thus took, as they thought, effectual care 
that ' the purpose concerning Daniel should not 
be changed.' When all was secured, the king 
retired to his palace, but not to his usual feasting 
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and festivity : he passed the night fasting, neither 
were instruments of music brought before him, 
and hia sleep went from him. 

The king arose early in the morning, and 
went in haste unto the den of lions, and cried to 
Daniel, "O Daniel, servant of the living God, is 
thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to 
deliver thee from the lions?" 

Daniel was safe and unhurt, and he spoke 
to the king, " king, live for ever ; My God 
hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' 
mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch 
as before him innocency was found in me ; and 
also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt." 

"Then was the king exceeding glad for him, 
and commanded that they should take Daniel 
up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out 
of the den, and no manner of hurt was found 
upon him, because he believed in his God." 

** And the king commanded, and they brought 
those men which had accused Daniel, and they 
cast them into the den of lions, them, their chil- 
dren, and their wives : and the lions had mastery 
over them, and brake all their bones in pieces, 
or ever they came to the bottom of the den." 
A cruel revenge, and unjust in its severity, as it 
involved the innocent with the guilty; but it only 
too well confirms the rest of the history, and 
shows Darius to have merited the character 
drawn of him by Xenophon, who represents him 
as "weak and pliable, but of a cruel temper, 



easily managed for the most part, and ferocious 
in his anger."* 

Darins, like Nebuchadnezzar, commemorated 
the miraculous deliverance of Daniel by a letter, 
addressed in the pompons style of an Eastern 
despot "to all people, nations, and languages, 
that dwell in all the earth." 

'^ Peace be multiplied unto you : I make a 
decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom 
men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel : 
for he is the living God, and steadfast for ever, 
and his kingdom that which shall not be de- 
stroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto 
the end. He delivereth and rescueth, and he 
worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in 
earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power 
of the lions." 

During the rest of the reign of Darins the 
Mede, and also during that of his successor 
Cyrus the Great, Daniel enjoyed undisturbed 
prosperity : his enemies were terrified by the fate 
of his accusers, and his wisdom and int^rity 
preserved to him the favor of both these monarchs- 
On the death of Darius, Cyrus reigned alone, 
and it was in the first year of his sole reignt 
that he granted the decree which allowed the 
Jews to return to their own land, after a cap- 
tivity of seventy years, reckoned from the first 
subjugation of Jerusalem in the reign of Jehoia- 
kim. It is highly probable that the prophet's 

* See Note in Pictorial Bible, in which there is a jast critidsm 
upon thiB pasaage firam Bishop Lowth. 
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influence at court contributed mainly, under the 
guiding providence of God, to the deliverance 
of his countrymen: Josephus and Ezra both agree 
that Cyrus read the prophecies of Isaiah, in 
v?hich he is mentioned by name, and declared 
to be chosen by God to perform his pleasure, 
'' Saying to Jerusalem, thou shalt be built, and 
to the Temple, thy foundation shall be laid/'* 
None would be so likely as Daniel to show 
Cyrus this remarkable prediction, uttered more 
than two hundred years before his birth ; and 
none would be so able to enforce the petition of 
his brethren, by wise maxims of state policy. 
Two reasons have been assigned as likely to 
have influenced Cyrus. It is conjectured that 
in his conquests in Syria, he had seen the fertile 
land of Judea laying waste, and scarcely to be 
said inhabited by the miserable exiles who had 
been sent into it ; also, that when he conquered 
Babylon, it became an act of policy to lessen its 
wealth and diminish the number of its inhab- 
itants, by allowing the peaceable withdrawal of 
the numerous and opulent race of captive Jews : 
these, when established in Judea, and bound by 
gratitude to their deliverer, would restore pros- 
perity to an extensive province, and be a bulwark 
to the empire against the always inimical king- 
doms of Syria and Egypt. Whether these poli- 
tical reasons bad any weight with Cyrus iu 

• IsBuh xUy. 28. 
2 U 
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determining him to dismiss the captives, we can 
only conjecture; it is certain that he gave the 
decree immediately on his return to Babylon, 
after the death of Darius, and it proved ex- 
tremely advantageous to his empire; the Jews, 
when thus placed on the frontiers of the yast 
Persian monarchy, remained for 200 years con- 
tented and faithful tributaries, and were at once 
a barrier against the encroachments of Egypt, 
and a check upon the ever-changing policy of 
Syria and Phenice. 

Daniel himself did not return with his released 
countrymen: his advanced age, and the high 
offices he filled at the Persian court, would 
render it difficult, if not impossible, for him to 
quit Babylon, and his influence would be wanted 
at court, to facilitate the execution of a decree 
which involved such different interests, and 
roused up the opposition of many powerful 
enemies.* Daniel is supposed to have died soon 
after his last vision, which he saw in the third 
year of Cyrus, when he must have been ninety 
years old. Common tradition assigns Susa 
(Shusan) as the place of the prophet's burial. 
Josephus relates that he was buried in a beau- 
tiful tower, which he built in Ecbatana, (Susa?) 
and where the Persian and Parthian kings were 
afterwards interred : the tower remained a monu- 
ment of architectural skill, and from the extreme 

*Some haye asserted that Daniel did return to Judea with 
Ezra, but the reoeived opinion is that he died in Persia. 
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hardness of the stone, it preserved its beauty 
uninjured during many centuries. 

The character of Daniel requires no other 
delineation than that which the record of his 
eventful life affords: piety, early shown, and 
predominant over every worldly consideration,— 
neither bending to persecution, nor lessening in 

fervour when prosperity smiled upon him, 

wisdom so pre-eminent, that to '*be wise as 

Daniel" became a proverb, devoted to his 

own enslaved people, yet the favored minister 
of their Babylonian conquerors; and lastly, a 
prophet who foretold the fall and succession of 
mighty empires, interpreted dreams, saw visions, 
and was inspired to predict the coming of the 
Messiah, with a distinctness and vividness almost 
equal so Isaiah. All these distinguishing marks 
of divine favor, point out the great prophet as 
an object of reverence and admiration to his 
own and succeeding times. Yet has the circum- 
stance of his living amidst the splendour of a 
court, been accounted by the Jews a reason for 
not regarding him as a prophet, although they 
class him among their inspired writers. But the 
real cause of this is thought to be, that the pro- 
phecies of Daniel relating to the Messiah, par- 
ticularly that of the seventy weeks, (Dan. ix.,) so 
clearly fixed the time of the coming of Christ, 
that it was impossible for the Jews to receive 
that prophecy, whilst they rejected the express 
object of it ; and indeed, it was not until after 
the rejection of Christ by the Jews, and the dis- 




> distmction 
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fiwd in the 
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' the prophets 
i; aotliiiig there- 
that the neeesnty of 
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the Jews to dear the light of Dknid to be re- 
garded as a prophet. 

The strle of TimaM b» sajs Kshop Gray, 
*clear, eoodse, snqile;, aad Ustorieal, althongh 
Ae TiaoBs he ik.sijiii f s vere tfaemselTes of a 
ligviatiTe and eaiUenatkal character." The 
historical piHtion, from die fourth verse of the 
second diapter, to the end of the serenth chap- 
ter, was written originaDy in Chaldean, or 
anoent Syriac: probably becaose the eyents con- 
cerned the nation and eoort of Babylon: or, it is 
sopposed, parts might be extracted by Daniel 
from the pnblie annals, and thus become an 
honorable and anthoitie testimony to the par- 
ticulars he records, and a fitting introduction to 
his prophecies.t The remaining chapters relate 



* Anothar TOMon wwignBd M^ ika^Dnaek spetta d hisTisioii 
as " ft dEeaam," wbidi the JewB pretaid was an infeiior sort of 
<« nmmiini<««iMm of the Bhioe win. Also^ that he lired oat of 
the hmd of Jadah, andthat the prophetic oflloeeoald not tiine- 
fore he p r u pcrl y his. 

t See Bishop Chraj on Daniel, page 409. 
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chiefly to the Jewish people, and were written in 
Hebrew. 

Some Apocryphal books were in later times 
attribated to Daniel, but these are written in 
Greek, and are not received as his: none are 
acknowledged bat those contained in the Book 
of Daniel, which are all written either in Chal- 
dean or Hebrew, and about these no doubt has 
ever been expressed. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

EZEKIXL. 

EzEKiEi^ was one of those youths of 

B. C. •' 

595. noble and sacerdotal extraction, who were 
carried captive to Babylon, with Jehoiakin, a 
few years after Daniel had been taken thither by 
Nebachadnezzar. Ezekiel holds a high place 
among the prophets, ranking next in importance 
to Isaiah and Jeremiah. According to some, he 
was thirteen years of age when brought with his 
Conntrymen into Babylonia, and was settled with 
them on the banks of the river Chebar,* a small 
stream which flows into the eastern side of the 
Euphrates, near the ancient town of Carchemish, 
about two hundred miles north of Babylon. 
His father was a Levite, of a priestly family, 
being a descendant of Aaron. About eight or 
ten years later than Daniel, in the fifth year of 
Jehoiakin's captivity, Ezekiel was called to the 
prophetic office, and saw a vision of mysterious 
grandeur and significance, by which he was com- 
manded to speak to the house of Israel, and not 

* ChehcuTy called JJboras by Strabo, and now Khabour. The 
age of Ezekiel on his removal to Babylon, and ''the thiriielik 
year" in which he states himseKto have commenced prophesying, 
are differently reckoned by commentators; the opinion of Bishop 
Gray is followed in the text. 
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to fear, though they were a rebellious house, 
and would not hear him. A roll was spread out 
before the prophet, written within and without 
with lamentations, and mourning, and woe: 
which roll, in the mysterious language of pro- 
phecy, he was commanded to eat, and then to 
speak the words to the captive Jews. The pro- 
phet fulfilled his high office with unfailing zeal 
and fidelity, and for nearly twenty-two years he 
continued to give, from time to time, the 
messages of God to his people. * 

The visions of Ezekiel are amongst the most 
difficult portions of Sacred Writ, and •were not 
allowed to be read by the Jews before the age of 
thirty. They are couched in language bold, 
figurative, and striking, but so symbolical and 
mysterious, that the most learned amongst those 
who have attempted their explanation, have con- 
fessed their inability fully to comprehend them. 
Some no doubt relate to times and events which, 
though future when the prophet, wrote, have 
been since fulfilled, and therefore their import 
may be understood ; but there are others which 
are so difficult to reconcile in all points, with 
any changes or revolutions of empires which 
have yet taken place, that they seem to relate to 
future events of far higher significance, and of 
universal application: these it is impossible at 
present to understand, though the symbolical 
language in which they are couched, gives 
opportunity for many .and widely different inter- 
pretations. 
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The time when Ezekiel liyed, and the disaa- 
troas opposition made by the last kings of Jndah 
to the arms of Nebnehadnezzar, called forth 
repeated warnings and exhortations from the 
prophet ; they were read to the exiles in Baby- 
lonia, to console them for their captivity, and 
were then sent to Jerosalem to be read there, 
and add confirmation to the words of Jeremiah, 
who was in vain n^ng the necessity of sab- 
mission upon Zedekiah. It is supposed, that the 
two prophets mutually exchanged their pro- 
phecies, and it was from this circumstance that 
the infatuated king founded his pretended dis- 
belief of both; because, while Jeremiah predicted 
that he should be carried to Babylon as a cap- 
tive, Ezekiel declared that he should ^not see 
Babylon;' predictions which were both fatally 
verified, by his being blinded by the cruel order 
of his conqueror, before being sent thither. Be- 
fore the final siege of Jerusalem by the Assyrian 
armies, Ezekiel was commanded to show its issue 
by several significant signs; actions, either repre- 
sented in vision, or actually performed before 
the eyes of the people to excite their attention, 
and force them to give heed to the warnings they 
conveyed. Such was the command to take a 
tile, and pourtray upon it the city of Jerusalem, 
and build a rampart round it, and then lie down 
on his side before it; three hundred and ninety 
days on his left side, for the iniquity of Israel, 
and forty days on his right side for the iniquity 
of Judah, which numbers also marked the dura- 
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tion of the siege.* The misery endured from 
famine, when they should eat bread and drink 
water by measure, was likewise foretold, and the 
destruction of the people by fire, famine, and 
the sword. The prophet cut off his hair, and 
weighed and divided it into three parts; one 
he burnt in the fire, one he smote with a knife, 
and the third he scattered to the winds: thus 
foreshowing the fate of the Jews who remained 
in Jerusalem, in blind opposition to God's com- 
mands delivered by his prophets. 

The zviii. chapter contains that striking rebuke 
to the repining and rebellious Jews, who com- 
plained that they were suffering in exile, for the 
sins of their fathers. In the proverbial language 
so common to Eastern nations and so expressive, 
they cried out, ''the fathers have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge." 
To this the prophet replies by a distinct and 
forcible . denial of the charge, and by a noble 
and sublime setting forth of the righteous judg- 
ment of God regarding the conduct of men ; 

namely, the undivided responsibility of every 
living soul for itself. '' The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity 
of the father, neither shall the father bear the 

* Nebuchadnezzar's tamj was 390 days before the place : then 
Zedekiah and the other captives were sent to him at Biblah, 
near Antioch, and his orders were waited for before the complete 
destruction of the city, which would occupy about forty days 
more. 

2 s 
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iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the 
righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness 
of the wicked shall be upon him. But if the 
wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath 
committed, and keep all my statutes, and do 
that which is lawful and right, he shall surely 
live, he shall not die." It is asserted, that some 
Jews endeavoured to show that this doctrine was 
contrary to the words of Moses, but the attempt 
failed. Moses foretold that as a nation, the sins 
of the fathers would be visited upon the chil- 
dren, in their worldly state and prosperity, and 
thus it ever has and will be, in the affairs of 
men; and as well might the poor man deem it 
unjust, that his father was not a man of wealth, 
or a man of crime and bloodshed complain when 
he leaves his family a sad heritage of disgrace 
and infamy, as expect the consequences of men's 
actions to end with themselves. These are parts 
of the discipline of life, — some of its apparent 
inequalities of lot, which only point with stronger 
power to that world to come, where all wailing 
and tears shall be done away, and where every 
man shall receive according to the work he has 
done in the body, whether it be good or whe- 
ther it be evil. 

Ezekiel uttered several prophecies against those 
kingdoms which rejoiced over the ruin of Judea, 
particularly Tyre and Egypt. The riches and 
greatness of Tyre, with its ships and merchant 
princes, are forcibly pourtrayed, and contrasted 
with its desolation and ruin, ^' when it shall no 
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more be a terror/' and " never shall be any 
more." 

Besides prophecies whose interpretation is 
known, there are others upon whose significa^- 
tion the learned are not agreed. Of sach, is the 
description of the victories to be obtained over 
Gog and Magog, in chapters zxxviii. and xxxiz.; 
these are supposed by some to refer to the 
Tartars, and their descendants the Turks, and 
by others to the persecution of the Jews under 
Antiochus Epiphanes, while many regard the 
prophecy as yet unfulfilled, and to relate to 
some great contentions and revolutions, which 
will take place previous to the return of the 
Jews to their own land. 

Another remarkable prophecy is in the xxxvii, 
chapter, ' the resurrection of dry bones,' by which 
the future resurrection of the dead is typified. 
The concluding chapters contain a detailed ac- 
count of a new and glorious temple, which is 
supposed to shew forth, in a figurative form, 
the future universal church : but this, like other 
mysterious visions of this prophet, is hidden 
under so thick a veil of mystic and symbolical 
imagery, as to be concealed as yet from 
liuman understanding, and the attempts which 
have been sometimes made to render dear what 
is purposely left obscure, are not such as to 
encourage the research. 

Bishop Lowth characterizes the style of Eze- 
kiel as deep, vehement, and tragical: the only 
sensation he afiects to excite is the terrible ; his 
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sentiments are elevated, fervid, and full of fire: 
his imagery magnificent and terrific, and his lan- 
guage austere and rough, full of repetition, not 
introduced for the sake of elegance, but in the 
heat and vehemence of his indignation. 

The tomb of Ezekiel was for many ages pointed 
out, a few miles to the south-east of the ruins 
of Babylon: the site is not improbable, as 
though usually residing on the banks of the 
Chebar, the prophet might have been at the 
capital when he died, or his remains might have 
been removed thither, to do them greater honor 
after his death. A superstitious belief is men- 
tioned by Bishop Gray, as prevailing in the time 
of Epiphanius, that Ezekiel was interred in the 
same grave as Shem and Arphaxad : it is certain 
that his tomb was resorted to by both Persians 
and Jews. 

Pythagoras, the great Grecian philosopher, 
visited Babylon, as is supposed by some, during 
the life-time of this prophet, and it is conjec- 
tured that Nazaratns, under whom Pythagoras 
studied, was the same person as Ezekiel* Ac- 
cording to many calculations, Pythagoras did 
visit Babylon about this time, and might have 
conversed with, and been instructed by, Ezekiel, 
when he was old, and drawing towards the close 
of his life. 



AFTER THE 
SEVENTY TEARS' OAPTIVITr. 



DATES OF THE SETEBAL CAPnVITIES, 
{accordtxg to abchbishop ubheb.) 



CsptiTity of the Tribes beyond the Jordan b j Tiglath' 
Pileser, (and also of the Syrians of Damascus.) 

Gaptiyity of the Ten Tribes by Shahnaneser. 

Captiritj in the Eomth Year of Jehoiakim, (when 
Daniel and many of the princes are carried to Baby< 
Ion, and the 70 years' CaptiTity begins.) 

Destruction of Jerosalem by Nebuchadneszar. 

Gyros' decree £or the Jews to retnin. 



B.C. 

740 

721 

606 
687 
636 



The Serenty years' Gaptiyity reckons from the First 
taking of Jeruralem by Nebuchadnezzar B. 0. 606— to Pttub* 
decree b. c. 536. 



CAPTIVITY. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

BETUSN OF THE JEWS UKDEB ZEBXJBBi^EL : 
DISSENSIONS BETWEEN THE JEWS AND SAMABITANS. 
CHANGE OF CHABACTEB IN THE JEWS. THE TEMPLE 
BEBTJILT. 

EZBA. NEHEHIAH. 

Sbventy years had passed since the nation 
sse! of Jadah received its first overthrow by 
Nebuchadnezzar, when her king Jehoiakim, 
with the flower of her noble and priestly families, 
were carried captive to Babylon. Although 
Jehoiakim was soon restored, and replaced on 
bis throne, yet from that time Judah ceased, to 
be an independent kingdom; from this first 
taking of Jerusalem therefore, is dated the 
seventy years' captivity of Judah, which brings 
its termination to the first year of the reign 
of Cyrus, after the death of his uncle, Darius 
the Mede. 

Under the guiding Providence of God, Daniel 
was made an instrument in the redemption of 
his nation from captivity, by showing Cyrus the 
prophecies of Isaiah, in which he saw himself 
mentioned by name, more than two hundred 
years before his birth; he found his vast con- 
quests there predicted, and the injunction given 
by the same divine spirit that he should restore 
the people of the Lord to their country, and 
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rebaOd their mined temple at Jerasalem. It is 
evident from the words of the royal decree that 
this prophecy deeply affected Cyras, and that 
he desired publicly to mark his obedience to it 
The decree begins as follows : "^ Thus saith Cyras 
king of Persia, The Lord God of Heaven hath 
given me all the kingdoms of the earth : and he 
hath charged me to baild him an hoase at Jera- 
salem, which is in Jadah," &c. 

As soon as the royal mandate was obtained, 
the people began to assemble under Z^rubbabel, 
son of Salathiel, (or Shalteal,) grandson of king 
Jehoiakin, and under Jeshua, grandson of Se- 
raiah, who was High Priest when Jerasalem 
was destroyed. The numbers amounted to 
between forty and fifty thousand ; a small rem- 
nant of the once powerful nation, which under 
David and Solomon, had extended its dominions 
from Egypt to the Euphrates. The tribes of 
Judah, Benjamin, and Levi, are alone mentioned 
by name, and hence from this period the name 
of 'Jews,' derived from the tribe of Judah, which 
was by far the most numerous and important, 
was accepted by the whole nation. Many and 
different opinions have been held, as to whether 
the ten tribes of Israel returned with the rest. 
They were settled in other districts, principally 
in Media, and had been carried captive more 
than a century earlier than the kingdom of 
Judah, therefore there seems every reason to 
suppose, that they did not at once embrace the 
offer of a return to their desolated land, which 
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not even the fathers of those then living had 
ever seen : it is clear that they did not form a 
sufficiept body to be ranked in their tribes, 
although many single families woald no doubt 
join the main body of their countrymen, or re- 
turn home from time to time, as their inclination 
and the changing prospects of the two countries 
might render desirable. Nor did the whole of 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin leave the rich 
plains of Babylon, where they lived a peaceful 
life, and where many enjoyed places of honor 
and emolument. Some were too aged to bear 
the fatigue of the long march, and others were 
indifferent to the claims of a nationality they 
had never known but in exile : four only out of 
the twenty-four courses of priests returned, and 
probably as small a proportion of the rest of 
the people followed in the march of Zerubbabel. 
Daniel was nearly ninety years of age, and his 
talents and influence were too necessary to his 
countrymen and to his master Cyrus, for him to 
leave his post. 

Thus few in number, but animated with fer- 
vent joy, the captives commenced their long and 
painful march homewards, bearing with them 
the greater part of the gold and silver vessels of 
the Temple, 5,400 in number, which had been 
generously restored to them by Cyrus. The 
exiles were provided with letters to the satrapoe 
of all the places through which they passed, 
commanding them to aid and facilitate their 
2t 
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jouFDey, and also to the governor of Samaria 
and the adjacent districts, who was enjoined to 
assist them to rebaild the Temple, and provide 
victims for the daily sacrifices, the whole of 
which expense to be discharged oat of the public 
treasury. 

The march across the desert occupied four 
months, but no obstacles beyond the usual diffi- 
culties attendant upon such a journey impeded 
their progress: the decree of Cyrus rendered 
the governors and people favorable to them, and 
every facility was afforded the captives in their 
journey back to their own land. The chief 
authority was lodged in Zerubbabel, (called Shesh- 
bazzar in the Persian,*) who commanded under 
the title of Governor : Jeshua the high priest 
was the next in rank, and besides these, ten of 
the principal elders are mentioned by name, 
who formed what the Jews call the Great Syna- 
gogue, and regulated all public affairs after the 
return. When they reached Palestine, the peo- 
ple dispersed to take possession of their lands, 
according to their families and tribes ; and as 
many settled in the northern districts, belonging 
to the former kingdom of Israel, it is conjec- 
tured that some at least of these tribes then re- 
turned, or shortly after joined their countrymen: 
indeed, many writers consider this to prove, that 
as great a proportion of this kingdom returned 

* Sheshbazzar, and Tirshatha are perhaps names of the same 
office. — See Neh, «»»., 9. And " Kehemiah, which is the Br- 
shatha.'* 



THE CAPTIVITY. 327 

as of the other, but that as they were now united 
in worship at Jerusalem, the distinction of name 
was lost in the common denomination of Jews. 
When a few months had been given to the 
necessary act of taking possession, and prepar- 
ing the long-wasted land for the harvest of the 
coming year, the people assembled at Jerusalem, 
to celebrate the Feast of Trumpets. This feast 
ushered in the civil new year, which began in 
the autumn.''^ On the tenth day was the solemn 
day of expiation, or atonement, and on the 
fifteenth commenced the feast of Tabernacles, 
for all which celebrations of their law the re- 
turned exiles remained around the ruins of Jeru- 
salem, and endeavoured to perform the sacred 
rites as well as their means allowed. The inner 
court of the Temple was cleared, and the altar 
of Burnt Offerings erected in the midst: this 
was a solid pile of unhewn stone, thirty-six feet 
square, elevated in the centre, round which was 
a space for the priests to walk who attended to 
the sacrifices; it had raised corners, called in 

* The month Tiflri, answering to part of September and part 
of October, was the commencement of the civil year j by it 
were reckoned all common affairs, and the first day of this 
month was celebrated as New Year*8-day: it was an ancient 
opinioiwthat the world was created at the autumnal equinox, 
and the Jews still date the Creation from it. After the release 
of the Israelites from bondage in Egypt, which took place at the 
spring equinox, in the month Nisan^ ecclesiastical affairs, as the 
religious festivals, and the order of the months were named and 
reckoned from the month Nisan, when the sacred year was made 
to begin. 
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Bcriptiire the boms of the altar, a^d was reached 
by a sloped ascent : the apper surface, or hearth, 
on which the fire and victims were laid, was of 
solid brass. Here, then, in the rained coart of 
this once magnificent Temple, did the retamed 
Israelites renew their long-neglected worship. 
Taoght at length by the hard lessons of adver- 
sity, they renoanced all compliance with the 
idolatrous worship of their heathen adversaries, 
and ever after remained faithful to their renewed 
covenant with the God of their fathers. 

This remarkable change in the character of 
the Jewish nation demands attention. Hitherto, 
their history has been marked by repeated re- 
lapses into the sin of idolatry ; whether it were 
the Golden Calves borrowed from Egypt, or 
the bloody Moloch, or the monster Baal, no 
superstition was too gross, no wickedness too 
degrading, to allure them from the pure and 
holy worship of Jehovah. Reading their history 
in the calm distance of time, and with minds 
accustomed to look down upon such idols, as 
either too childish for serious disapproval, or too 
inhuman to excite any feeling but horror, we 
are hardly capable of understanding how the 
Israelites could renounce their high privileges, 
and incur repeated chastisement for such a cause; 
the vices permitted by the heathen religion, and 
the feasts and splendid shows of a worship which 
appealed alluringly to the senses, accounts in 
some measure for this perversion : but whatever 
the cause, such was at least the fact, that not- 
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withstanding the punishments denounced by 
Moses, 'famine, pestilence, and the sword of 
their enemies,' — idolatry had been the prevailing 
sin of the Israelites. The returned Jews never 
fell into it; on the contrary, they were rigid 
observers of their own religious law, and obsti- 
nate followers of its minutest ceremonial injunc- 
tions; they even showed themselves averse to 
the common intercourse of social life with other 
nations, and became fanatics, where they had 
been renegades: Unfortunately this spirit of 
fidelity to their religion, so just and noble in 
itself, took the too common form of external 
service, rather than the moral purity of the 
heart: a strict regard to outward observances 
became the standard of excellence, which soon 
caused these observances to be multiplied far 
beyond the law, as Moses left it, and in the end, 
gave rise to the sect of the Pharisees, who 
attained to power by flattering this unsound 
but popular doctrine of religious sanctity, until 
they had made the law itself ^' of none effect by 
their traditions." We shall trace this farther, 
when we come to speak of the various sects 
which afterwards arose in Judea : meanwhile we 
must notice one more change observable in the 
returned Jews. 

The union of a comparatively small number, 
surrounded as they soon were by enemies, drew 
closer together the bonds of patriotic nationality, 
and laid to rest the divisions of the rival king- 
doms. One Temple united them at Jerusalem, 



one only descendant of the house of David 
claimed their fealty, bounded as it was, and one 
only high priest ministered in holy things for 
the whole nation. If any ill feeling remained 
between Judah and Israel, it seemed to fall 
rather upon the district of Samaria, whose in- 
habitants became the object of unmitigated 
hatred and contempt to the whole body of the 
Jews. To the origin of this violent and enduring 
dissension the history now proceeds. 

In the second month of the second year after 
the return of the exiles, they assembled to lay 
the foundation of the new Temple. The pre- 
vious year had been spent in making preparations 
for this great work; agents were sent to Tyre 
and Sidon, to procure cedar wood and artificers 
of all sorts, while the Jews, as in the days of 
Solomon, returned oil and the rich produce of 
their fields in exchange. The whole nation joined 
in the work, aiid even those who remained 
behind in Babylon, contributed equally with 
their brethren ; for were they not of the same 
faith ? the same family ? — and be they dispersed 
where they might, they could have but one Tem- 
ple, and that temple must be at Jerusalem. Be- 
sides their own contributions, which amounted 
to upwards of seventy thousand pounds of our 
money, they had the order of Cyrus to receive 
sufficient out of the royal treasury to build a 
Temple larger than that of Solomon ; and so far, 
no objection was offered to the work by any 
Persian officer. The foundations were laid. 
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amidst the shouts of the joyful people, and the 
priests and Levites with trumpets and cymbals 
singing together by their courses,* and " giving 
thanks unto the Lord, because he is good, and 
his mercy endnreth for ever." But many of the 
priests, and the chief of the fathers who were 
ancient men, and had seen the first house, when 
the foundation of this house was laid before 
their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many 
shouted aloud for joy, so that the people could 
not discern the noise of the shout of joy, from 
the noise of the weeping of the people : a sad 
and natural picture of the conflicting feelings of 
those who rejoiced in the present, and those who 
remembered the glories of the past. 

The new Temple was scarcely begun, when a 
fatal embassy arrived from the inhabitants of 
Samaria, who sent to offer to participate in the 
charge of its erection ; or rather, to demand the 
right of joining them in the work, as being one 
with them in race, and in religion. These Sama* 
ritans were, as we have already related, a mixed 
race, formed partly of those Israelites who had 
remained behind when the ten tribes were 
carried captive, and of Cutheans, and other wild 
and barbarous people, who had been transplanted 
into the country by the kings of Nineveh, to 
save it from utter desolation. Joseph us says 
there were five tribes of Cutheans, each with its 
own gods, which they brought with them. 

» The twenly-foup courses were made up by sub-diyiding the 
four courses whioh returned. 
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Whether these latter prevailed greatly in nam- 
ber over the native Israelites, so as to absorb 
them in their own idolatrous race, or whether, as 
the Samaritans declare, the Israelites were tbe 
more numerous, has been variously contended; 
but it is certain that a mixed worship prevailed 
amongst them, and the one sole and supreme 
Godhead of Jehovah, the very foundation of the 
Mosaic law, was not purely held by them. Jeho- 
vah was worshipped among their gods, perhaps 
only as the tutelar god of the country, perbaps 
trith such higher feelings of awe and fear, that 
had the Samaritans been admitted to share in 
the service of the new Temple, their faith might 
have become as pure as that of the Jews them- 
selves. But on this point it is useless to con- 
jecture, for their offer was indignantly rejected ; 
these are the words of Ezra. 

" Now when the adversaries of Judah and 
Benjamin heard that the children of the cap- 
tivity builded the temple unto the Lord God of 
Israel; Then they came to Zerubbabel, and to 
the chief of the fathers, and said unto them : Let 
us build with you ; for we seek your God, as ye 
do ; and we do sacrifice unto him since the days 
of Esar-haddon, king of Assur, which brought 
us up hither." 

'' But Zerubbabel and Jeshua, and the rest of 
the chief of the fathers of Israel, said unto them. 
Ye have nothing to do with us to build an house 
unto our God : but we ourselves together will 
build unto the Lord God of Israel, as king 
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Cyrns, the king of Persia hath comnianded 
us."* 

Nothing conid be more unfortanate for the 
Jews than this ill-omened request of their jealous 
and half civilized neighbours ; for their friendly 
assistance being rejected, their offended pride, 
joined no doubt to remains of ancient ill-feeling« 
broke forth into open and deadly hatred, which 
was but too fully responded to by the Jews. No 
feud of families or clans, no national rivalry and 
animosity, ever left such fatal traces behind it; 
and never was hatred and contempt more bitter, 
lasting, and unmitigated, than that which now 
sprung up between the Jew and the Samaritan : 
it was the cause of suffering to both, and called 
down the rebuke of our Lord, at whose appear- 
ing five hundred years later, the severance 
between the two nations was complete, and the 
hatred unabated. 

As soon as the Samaritans learnt that their 
claim was rejected, they sought to impede the 
work. They bribed the Persian officers and 
governors, and sought to calumniate the Jews at 

* Dr. Milman remarks that when the Samaritans are first 
named, they are called the adoersaries of Jvdcih cmd Benjamin^ 
which seems to intimate some remains of ancient hostility to the 
kingdom of Israel, and implies that they were descended from 
Ephraim; but Josephus calls them only Outheans, which was 
the most reproachful appellation a Jew could give. Ezra's reply 
also signifies that they were a distinct race, or a very degraded 
caste of Israelites, who had no daim whatever to build the 
Temple. 

2 U 
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the coait of Persia : bat doring the life-time of 
Cyrus their ill offices produced little effect, 
thoagh, as this prince was engaged in distant 
wars, his fiiTor did not secure to the Jews all the 
advantages promised in his edict. Difficulties 
and obstacles were laid in their way by those 
governors whom the Samaritans influenced, but 
there was no formal prohibition of the work, 
which proceeded slowly, perhaps as much from 
want of ardent zeal on the part of the people 
themselves, as from any opposition on the part 
of their enemies. But when Cyras died, and 
his degenerate son Cambyses succeeded, the 
artful representations of the Samaritans took 
effect.* They wrote a letter under a well-assumed 

* The historical difficulties of this portion of the Jewish 
history are so great, in settling tohich Persian kings are meant, 
that it is impossihle to reconcile the different authorities : — we 
have followed that which appears to us the best supported. As 
the term Ahashuerus, the Qreat Jcing^ is only a title, and the 
name Artaxerxes may apply to any king of Persia, these appella- 
tions afford no data for judging what particular king is intended, 
which must be discoyered by other evidence. Ezra, (ch. iv.) 
mentions, after the death of Gyrus, first Ahasuerus, and then 
Artaxerxes, and as two kings intervene (See Tahle^J between 
Cyrus and Darius Hystaspes, (Cambyses son of Cyrus, and 
Smerdis the Magian,) it is thought by most commentators that 
these are the kings designated. Dr. Kitto however, in his notes 
upon this and other chapters of Ezra, disputes this commonly 
received opinion, and argues at some length, that Xerxes and 
Artaxerxes Longimanus are intended. This does not appear to 
us to be proved, and we prefer the ancient opinion. Supposing 
therefore Cambyses and Smerdis to be the Ahashuerus and 
Artaxerxes of Ezra, we come to another slighter difference of 
opinion : Prideaux, Jahn, and others, regard the first remon- 



THE CAPTITITT. 386 

disguise of disinterested attachment, in which 
they called the king's attention to the fact, that 
the Jews who had come back to Jerusalem were 
rebuilding that ^ btzd and rebellious cityj and that 
if the city were once built, and the walls set up, 
the nation would not pay toll or tribute, which 
would lessen the king's revenue ; '* nor," the 
letter continues, " will they submit to thy com- 
mands, but will resist kings, and will choose 
rather to rule over others, than to be ruled over 
themselves :"* they go on to request that search 
may be made in the records of the kingdom, to 
know whether the city had not formerly been 
rebellious and hurtful to the kings of Persia, and 
the provinces, and had been destroyed by Nebu- 
chadnezzar on that account ? 

This artfully-framed representation produced 
the effect the Samaritans desired. Cambyses, a 
tyrannical prince, given up to the dominion of 
caprice and passion, and who was on the point 
of engaging in a war with Egypt, was easily 
induced to believe that it would be dangerous to 
have a fortified city in his rear, and that if the 

strances of the Samaritans to Ahasliuerus, -which produced no 
great effect, as sent to Cambyses ; -while the letter which Ezra 
giyes at length, addressed to Artaxerxes, and which caused the 
building to be stopped, thej regard as sent to Smerdis ; whereas 
Josephus gives also the letter in full, but states it to be written 
to Cambyses, and this latter opinion is adopted by Dr. Milman. 
The reasons for this last opinion appearing to us of greatest 
weight, we have followed it in the text, referring our readers to 
the authorities we have named for further information. 

* See Josephus. 
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Jews were allowed to become powerful, they 
might resume their former opposition to their 
Persian conquerors. He therefore returned for 
answer, that he had commanded the records to 
be searched, and having found that Jerusalem 
of old time had made insurrection against the 
kings of Persia, he commanded the work of 
rebuilding the city to be stopped, and entrusted 
the fulfilment of the edict to the Samaritans. 
As soon as this letter was received, it was car- 
ried in triumph to Jerusalem, and the Jews were 
forcibly prevented from going on with the work 
of rebuilding their city and Temple. 

Accordingly, no further progress was made 
during the reigns of Cambyses and the usurper 
Smerdis the Magian, who succeeded him for a 
few months on the throne: but when Darius 
Hystaspes was made king, after the destruction 
of Smerdis and the slaughter of the Magians, 
there was no obstacle to the Jews resuming the 
work, except their own supineness and indiffer- 
ence. They had rapidly encreased ; caravans 
from beyond the Euphrates constantly arriving 
with fresh bodies of exiles, anxious to return 
and take possession of their fathers' lands, now 
that they could do it without danger ; and in the 
district of Judah, and in the city of Jerusalem, 
the rich and powerful among the tribes already 
displayed great opulence and luxury : 

*They dwell in ceiled houses,' says the pro- 
phet Haggai, but * the House of God lays waste.* 
To excuse their want of ardour in the work, 
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they pretended that sixty-seven years only had 
elapsed since the destruction of the Temple, and 
that they must wait until seventy were com- 
pleted, before it could be restored : but this idle 
pretence was sternly rebuked by the prophet 
Haggai, who with Zechariah, began to prophecy 
in the second year of Darius Hystaspes« He 
orged Zerubbabel and the high priest Jeshua to 
begin the work anew, and reproaches the people 
with not having brought in the Temple tribute, 
nor the produce of their fields and flocks for 
the sacrifices ; he warns them with severe irony, 
that they were not themselves the richer for 
their ill-timed avarice ; for no blessing had been 

upon their labours. " Ye have sown much," 

he says, '' and bring in little ; ye eat, but have 
have not enough ; ye drink, but are not filled ; 
ye clothe you, but there is none warm ; and he 
that earneth wages, earneth wages to put it into 
a bag with holes." (Haggai i. ch.) 

Urged oil by these remonstrances, the high 
priest Jeshua, and Zerubbabel the governor, 
once more began the work: The walls were 
strongly constructed of timber and stones, and 
were soon of considerable height; Tatnai, go- 
vernor of the Persian provinces beyond the 
Jordan, on hearing of it, hastened to Jerusalem, 
to judge with his own eyes of the evil reports 
which had been carried to him by their jealous 
neighbours, who looked with envy upon their 
prosperity. When Tatnai asked the elders, ' who 
had commanded them to build the temple, and 
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the strong walls of its courts:' they related to 
him their conquest by Nebuchadnezzar, their cap- 
tivity, and the edict granted them by Cyrus, and 
showed him the vessels of the Temple which he 
had restored to them ; all which Tatnai reported 
to the court of Persia, desiring that search might 
be made in Babylon for the decree of Cyrus, 
that it might be seen if the permission had been 
granted, as the Jews said. 

Darius was a just and temperate prince, who 
proposed in all things to imitate the example of 
the great Cyrus. He ordered the records to be 
searched, and the decree was found at Ecbatana, 
(called Achmetha in Ezra,) which was the sum- 
mer residence of the kings of Persia in the time 
of Cyrus, as Susa was their winter capital. Here 
it was found that the Jews had received full 
power to rebuild their Temple, and moreover, 
that to do so had been strictly commanded them 
by Cyrus. As so long a period had intervened, 
and the work was yet incomplete, Darius no 
doubt suspected that through the ill offices of 
the Samaritans, difficulties had been thrown in 
their way by jealous governors, and officious 
subalterns : he therefore wrote to Tatnai not to 
hinder the work, and added another edict of his 
own, commanding him to supply money for it 
out of the king's treasury, and to give the Jews 
wheat, salt, wine and oil, day by day without 
fail, for the sacrifices: And further to intimi- 
date their enemies, he ordered the severest 
punishments to be inflicted upon any who should 
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alter a word of this edict ; his house was to be 
pulled down, and made a heap, and the offender 
hanged thereon ; and it ended with these words, 
** I, Darius, have made a decree : let it be done 
with speed." 

When Tatnai received this letter from Darius, 
he sent to the Jews, and to all the neighbour- 
ing districts, commanding every one to hasten 
the work, and render assistance according to the 
king's pleasure. Thus encouraged, the building 
proceeded rapidly, and the Temple was erected 
and adorned with all the splendour their com- 
paratively small resources allowed. In the sixth 
year of Darius it was completed, on the third 
day of the month Adar, nearly answering to the 
beginning of our March, and the last month of 
the sacred year. A solemn dedication was held, 
and the people beheld with tears of joy their 
Temple rising again on the holy Mount Moriah ; 
again testifying to the favor of Jehovah, and 
thus sanctifying their happy restoration to the 
land of Judah. 

The Feast of the Passover, which followed on 
the fourteenth day of the same month, was cele- 
brated with unusual festivity and solemnity : they 
** kept the feast of unleavened bread with joy ; 
for the Lord had made them joyful, and turned 
the heart of the king of Assyria unto them, to 
strengthen their hands in the work of the house 
of God, the God of Israel." Ezra vi. 

The Jews reckon up five particulars, in which 
this second Temple was inferior to the First : 
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Ist. The Ark of CoTenant was not in it. It 
was probably destroyed by the Babylonians when 
they took Jerosalem, as were the Golden Candle- 
sticks, the Altar of Incense, and the Table Shew 
Bread. 

2nd. The Shekinah, or Divine Presence : man- 
ifested by a Yisible cload resting on the mercy 
seat over the Ark, between the Cherubim. It 
first appeared in the Desert, and guided the 
Israelites in their march, and afterwards de- 
scended at the dedication of Solomon*8 Temple, 
and rested over the Ark of the Covenant when 
in its place in the Holy of Holies. 

3rd. Urim and Thummim : The exact nature 
of this is unknown, but it was contained in the 
Breastplate of the High Priest, and gave clear 
and distinct answers, either to the eye or ear, 
when consulted by the High Priests. This was 
lost at the captivity, and this privilege, which 
marked the Israelites as a peculiar nation, under 
a theocracy, was never restored to them. 

4th. The holy Fire. It descended on the 
Altar when the Tabernacle was reared at Mount 
Sinai ; and again on the dedication of Solomon's 
Temple. 

5th. The Spirit of Prophecy. This was not 
however entirely wanting, as the prophets Haggai 
and Zechariah were living; but after Malacbi, 
who prophesied in the time of Nehemiah, the 
gift of prophecy was withdrawn ; an interval of 
about four hundred years separating the ancient 
Bee Frideaux. 
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prophets of the Old Covenant, from the Mes- 
siah of the New. 

The five last Psalms were prohably composed 
for the dedication of this Temple, and if they 
do not equal in sublimity those of David, they 
are superior to any hymns of uninspired writers. 

Yet did the glory of the Second Temple far 
exceed the glory of the first ; for in this Second 
Temple, appeared Christ, the Saviour of the 
World. "And I will shake all nations, and the 
desire of all nations shall come ; and I will fill 
this house with glory, saith the Lord of Hosts." 

"The glory of this latter house shall be 
greater than of the former, saith the Lord 
of Hosts*; and in this place will I give peace." 
Haggai ii. 7 to 9. 



CHAPTER XXXL 

HAGOAI. ZECHABIAH. MALACHI. 

Haggai is the first in order of the three 
620. prophets who prophesied after the capti- 
vity. He was born during the captivity, probably 
at Babylon, and returned with the first body of 
exiles under Zerubbabel. His writings are con- 
tained in two chapters, and consist of four sepa- 
rate parts: in the first, he opens his prophetic 
office by a message of remonstrance and reproof 
2 X 
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to the Jews, for their negligence in not rebaild- 
ing the Temple, and urges upon Zerubbabel the 
governor, and upon Jeshua the high priest, the 
duty of instantly commencing the work. He 
reproaches the people with the splendour and 
magnificence of their own houses, while the 
Temple of the Lord was in ruins, and he de- 
clares that for this cause the dew had been 
stayed, and a drought sent upon the mountains, 
and upon the produce of their fields. 

In consequence of the exhortations of Haggai 
and Zechariah, the people resumed the work, 
and the Temple was at length finished. There 
were mournful comparisons made between the 
riches and magnificence of the Temple of Solo- 
mon, and the comparative humble pretensions 
of the one now erected, ancL it was to console 
the Jews under these sorrowful recollections, that 
Haggai is inspired to declare, that the glory of 
this second Temple should be greater than the 
former, as in it should appear " the desire of all 
nations,"— that is, the Prince of peace, the Saviour 
of the World. 

This celebrated prophecy, was regarded by the 
ancient Jews as bearing a positive reference to 
the coming of the Messiah : nor was its mean- 
ing attempted to be set aside, until the destruc- 
tion of the Temple with the city of Jerusalem 
hy Titus, when it became evident that Jesus 
Christ must have been the true Messiah, as he 
alone had appeared in this Temple, and no other 
could then come. To avoid this necessary in- 



ference, it was then asserted that Herod had 
not only enlarged and beautified this second 
Temple, but had actually destroyed it, and built 
it anew, from the foundations, so that it was, 
they said, the Third, not the Second Temple, in 
the time of Christ, to whom therefore the pro- 
phecy, they pretended, did not apply. We shall 
enter more into the subject of Herod's Temple, 
when we come to that king's reign, only saying, 
that this assertion of a third Temple is of modern 
date, for Jo^phus calls Herod's the second 
Temple ; — also the Jews at the time of Christ, 
after its restoration by Herod, called it the 
second Temple, and looked for the Messiah to 
appear in it: and lastly, when it was de- 
stroyed by the Romans, the Babbi Jose, cried 
out, * Alas, the time of the Messiah is past ! !' 

The concluding portion of Haggai, contains a 
reproof to the people for their irreverent neglect 
of the due observance of the Temple service, 
and ends with a typical description of the over- 
throw of kingdoms, and the great temporal com- 
motions which would precede the final coming 
of Christ. 

The style of this prophet is said by Bishop 
Lowth to be prosaic, but Archbishop Newcome 
considers that it admits of a metrical arrange- 
ment. The place and time of Haggai's death 
are not certainly known ; he is supposed to have 
died at Jerusalem, and to have been buried in a 
cave on the Mount of Olives. The Rabbins 
relate that he was a member of the Great Syna- 
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gogae, a Coancil which held an important place 
in the government of the Jews after the cap- 
tivity. 

ZECHABIA^. 

Zeghariah, the eleventh in order of 

B. C. 

52o! the minor prophets,* and the second after 
the captivity, commenced his prophetic mission 
two months later than Haggai, in the eighth 
month of the second year of the reign of Darian 
Hystaspes. Like Haggai, his i office was to 
encourage the Jews to rebuild the Temple, and 
to reprove them for their former sins, particu- 
larly for their hypocrisy in keeping outward 
fasts, while they shewed not mercy and compas- 
sion each man towards his brother. ** Therefore 
it is come to pass, that as he cried and they 
would not hear, so they cried, and I would not 
hear, saith the Lord of Hosts : But I scattered 
them with a whirlwind among all the nations 
whom they knew not. Thus the land was deso- 
late after them, that no man passed through nor 
returned, for they laid the pleasant land deso- 
late." Zech. viL 13. 

Also under the type of a * flying roll' which 
should enter into the house of the thief, and into 
the house of him that sweareth falsely and con- 
demn it, is shown God's anger against the 
iniqiuty which still prevailed : while at the same 

^ *®"^ ^nor Prophets was given solely with reference to 
» Bhortness, not because of any inferiority in style, or in im- 
portance ; they were joined into one book by the Jew*. 
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time the people are assured of God's favor if 
they will repent. To comfort them, the pro- 
phet foretells the coming of the Messiah, under 
the designation of the Branch, a name which 
was afterwards applied to Christ by many Jewish 
writers, although some maintained that the title 
is applied only to Zerubbabel in his own person. 
Christian writers, however, are unanimous in 
applying this prophecy, though somewhat ob- 
scure, to the Messiah : the name Branch, being 
given to mark his descent from the stock of 
David. 

In the ninth chapter of Zechariah, we have 
that remarkable description of the lowly guise in 
which Christ would appear, which is quoted by 
the Evangelist Matthew. " Rejoice greatly 
daughter of Zion : shout, O daughter of Jeru- 
salem : behold, thy king cometh unto thee : he 
is just, and having salvation, lowly, and riding 
upon an ass, and upon a colt, the foal of an ass." 
Also in the eleventh chapter, is the passage con- 
cerning Judas Iscariot bartering his Lord for 
thirty pieces of silver, and its after appropriation 
by the Sanhedrim to buy the potter's field. "And 
I said unto them, if ye think good, give me my 
price, and if not forbear. So th^y weighed 
my price for thirty pieces of silver. And the 
Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the potter : a 
goodly price that I was prized at of them. And 
I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast 
them to the potter in the house of the Lord." 
Zeoh. XL 12. 
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This passage is quoted by St. Matthew, as 
'spoken by Jeremy the prophet ;' (Matt, xxvii. 9,) 
it has therefore been supposed by some commen- 
tators from this circumstance, and also from the 
sipiilarity of the style, that this chapter and the 
two preceding ones, were written by Jeremiah, 
and transposed here ; but Bishop Gray in com- 
menting upon that prophet, proceeds to add, 
"Other writers are however of opinion that 
St. Matthew in the place referred to, might 
allude to some traditional prophecy of Jere- 
miah; or that the nan^e of 'Jeremy' was 
improperly added, or substituted by a mistake 
of the copyist of the Gospel, for that of 
Zechariah." 

Besides these remarkable predictions regarding 
the Messiah, there are yet others, more obscure 
and difficult to understand, which are thought to 
refer to the second coming of Christ, and the 
final establishment of his righteous kingdom 
upon the earth. Zechariah also contains pre- 
dictions concerning the successive dominion of 
the Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, and Romans ; 
in the manner of Daniel, these monarchies are 
typified by chariots drawn by horses, of difierent 
colours. The whole of these visions are of diffi- 
cult interpretation, but to quote the words of 
Gray, " the general design however of the work 
is sufficiently obvious, and it is occasionally 
illumed with the brightest and most striking 
passages." 
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Zechariah the prophet, is not to be confounded 
with any other of the same name mentioned in 
the Old Teitament. He was probably of the 
sacerdotal race, and born at Babylon daring the 
captivity, from whence he returned under Ze- 
rubbabel: but nothing certain is known of his 
birth or death. He has been thought by some 
to have been murdered by the Jews, in revenge 
for his severe denunciations of their sins, and in 
this case, they suppose him to be the ' Zechariah 
son of Barachiah,' with whose death Our Lord 
reproaches the Jews. In favor of this opinion, 
is th^ general sense of the passage, which seems 
to point rather to a prophet, and the last of the 
prophets, than to a high priest in the time of 
Josiah.* 

Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, 
and wise men, and scribes: and some of them 
ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them 
shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and perse- 
cute them from city to city : That upon you may 
come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, 
from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood 
of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew 
between the temple and the altar." Matthew 

zxiii. 86, 36. 

* Biflhop Gh»7 howerer considers that the passage refers to 
Zechariah the high priest, slain hj Joash in the court of the 
Temple: his arguments in fayor of these opinions the reader 
will find in his Key to the Old Testament, page 484 : — the note 
ia too long for insertion. 
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Although nothing is known with certainty of 
the life and death of this prophet, tradition points 
out a tomb, in the valley of Jehoshaphat, very 
similar in appearance to the tomb of Absalom, 
which is revered as the burial place of Zechariah 
the prophet. He is regarded as one of the most 
illustrious of the inspired writers of the Old 
Testament, from the distinguished excellence and 
importance of his predictions; by the Jews he 
was styled * the sun among the lesser prophets.' 
His style resembles so closely that of Jeremiah, 
that his spirit was said to have passed into him, 
and some chapters, as we have already seen, 
were even thought to have been written by 
him. Bishop Lowth considers the greater part 
of Zechariah to be prosaic, but that there are 
poetical passages towards the conclusion which 
are highly ornamental : he adds, ^' they are also 
perspicuous, considering that they are the pro- 
duction of the most obscure of all the prophetic 
writers." 

MAT.A nfTT. 

5 ^ The prophecies of Malachi close the 
436.* prophetic canon of the Old Testament: 
Ills writings are contained in four chapters, and 
are particularly important as giving a descrip- 
tion of the appearance of John the Baptist, 
before the coming of our Lord. 

** Behold I will send my messenger, and he 
shall prepare the way before me." (Ch. lii.) 
And again, in the two last verses of the fourth 
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chapter, which closes the book. ^* Behold, I will 
send you Elijah the prophet, before the coming 
of the great and dreadful day of the Lobd: And 
be shall turn the heart of the fathers to the 
children, and the heart of the children to their 
fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a 
curse." 

From this prophecy, the Jews expected that 
Elijah himself would appear again on earth, and 
announce the Messiah ; but the real significance 
of the prophecy was, that one should appear in 
the spirit and power of Elijah, the greatest of 
the ancient prophets: this interpretation of 
the words of Malachi, is expressly given in 
Luke's Gospel, when the Angel announces the 
birth of John the Baptist to Zacharias, in the 
Temple. 

Luke i. 16, 17. *' And many of the children 
of Israel shall he turn to the Loan their God. 
And he shall go before him in the spirit and 
power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers 
to the children, and the disobedient to the wis- 
dom of the just, to make ready a people pre- 
pared for the LoQD.'* 

This book contains severe admonitions ad- 
dressed to the priests and people, for their neg- 
ligent and irreverent disregard of the fitting 
worship of God, particularly in offering imperfect 
animals for sacrifices, which was expressly for- 
bidden by the law, and which they would not' 
liave dared to present to a temporal governor : 
2 Y 
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and thi8, while they pretended to be holy, and 
free from blame, when reproved by the prophets. 
" Ye offer polluted «bread upon mine altar, and 
ye say, wherein have we polluted thee? In that 
ye say, the table of the Lord is contemptible. 
And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not 
evil? And if ye offer the sick, is it not evil? 
offer it now to your governor; will he be pleased 
with thee, or accept thy person ? saith the Lord 
of hosts." Ch. L 7, 8. verses. 

To give force to these admonitions, the pro- 
phet breaks forth into a noble strain of devout 
joy, in describing the spread over the whole 
world of the knowledge of God, and of his 
Christ, when from the rising of the sun unto the 
going down of the same, his name shall be great 
among the Gentiles. And after predicting the 
sending of the Messenger who should prepare 
his way, the prophet assures those who have 
done evil, and said, ' Where is the God of judg- 
ment?' that 'the Lord shall suddenly come to 
his temple, but who may abide the day of his 
coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth?' 
The prophet further exhorts them to repentance, 
and promises rewards to the righteous in the last 
day. 

" Then shall ye return, and discern between 
the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
serveth the Lord, and him that serveth him 
^Ot," Ch,m. 18. 

Nothing is known of the person and history 
of Malachi, his name even is a matter of uncer- 
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tainty : no name of Malachi occurs in the Old 
Testament, and as the word signifies in the 
original, Angela or Messenger^ it has heen thought 
that the name is an appellation, descriptive of 
his office, rather than the proper name of the 
prophet himself. To this, t)r. Kitto adds the 
suggestion, that it might refer to the ' Messenger 
before Christy' whom it was the peculiar mission 
of Malachi to announce. By many ancient com- 
mentators, Malachi is supposed to be Ezra, and 
the name merely his appellative, as, a Messenger 
from God to his people. One opinion even sup- 
poses him to have been an incarnate angel, from 
the name meaning angeU or my angel^ but this 
has never been adopted since the time of Jerome. 
In the midst of this uncertainty as to the name, 
we know that Malachi delivered his prophecies 
some years after Haggai and Zechariah, and 
lived in the time of Nehemiah, whom he men- 
tions as the governor : he is the last of the pro- 
phets, and with him ceased the spirit of pro- 
phecy as predicted by Daniel, about four hundred 
years before the Advent of Christ. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

JL 8H0ET JlCCOUITT OF THE KINGS OE PERSIA, TEOM 

CTBUS, TO DAEirS CODOMANITS, COITQTJBEBD BY 

ALEXAITDER THE GEEAT. 

The history of the Jews after their return 
from the captivity in Babylon, is so closely con- 
nected with that of their Persian rulers, that it 
seems necessary to give a short account of the 
kings who reigned in Babylon after Cyrus, 
until the conquest of that empire by Alexander 
the Great. During this long period of about 
200 years, the Jews lived in subjection to these 
Persian — Babylonian princes, and their personal 
characters, and the wars in which they engaged, 
had necessarily an important influence on the 
condition of ^ the Jews. We shall therefore 
devote the present chapter to giving a slight 
sketch of the reigns of the kings who succeeded 
to the dominions of Cyrus, in the East. 

Camdyses. Cyrus the Great was succeeded 
on the throne by his eldest son Cambyses, called 
Ahasuerus in Ezra; a prince, in every respect 
unworthy of his renowned father, and of his ex- 
alted station. He and his brother Smerdis,* were 
unfortunately for themselves and their subjects, 
not brought up after the Persian manner, in 

* Cyrus left only two sons, Cambyses and Smerdis ; the latter 
is called Tanaoxares by Xenophon, and Mergis by Jostm. 
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simple, hardy babits, and taugbt to obey, before 
tbey were trusted to command; but they were 
left in the palace, under the care of women and 
servile attendants, whose only care was to flatter 
their caprices, and render them homage and 
adulation, which seldom fails to corrupt the 
heart, and weaken the intellect. Plato, the 
Grecian philosopher, gives this account of the 
bad education of the sons of Cyrus, and he 
justly reproaches this great prince with leaving 
Cambyses vast provinces and immense riches, 
while he had not given him the means of pre- 
serving them, by teaching him the right use of 
such unbounded power : this effeminate bringing 
up of their princes, Plato regards as one of 
the leading causes of the fall of the Persian 
Monarchy. 

The first act of Cambyses, was to declare war 
against Egypt. He had conceived a violent 
hatred against its king Amasis, eithSr on account 
of some personal affront, according to Hero- 
dotus, or because Amasis refused to pay him the 
tribute which he had paid to his father Cyrus. 
He took three years to make his preparations, 
and in the fourth year, set out on his expedition, 
with a vast army, composed of troops of various 
nations, and supported at sea by a fleet of Phoe- 
nician vessels ; he crossed the intervening desert, 
and entered Egypt; but by this time Amasis 
was dead, and Psammenitus his son, who suc- 
ceeded, was making vigorous efforts for the 
defence of his kingdom. 
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Before Cambyses could enter Egypt, it was 
necessary to become master of Pelusium, and he 
is said to have effected this by a singular strata- 
gem. Availing himself of the gross superstition 
of the people, he placed in front of his army a 
number of cats, dogs, and other animals wor- 
shipped by them, so that the puzzled Egyptians 
were afraid of shooting their arrows, or rushing on 
to the attack of the Persians, for fear of injuring 
their own gods; in this manner Cambyses 
gained an easy victory, and stormed the city. 
Soon after, Psammenitus gave him battle, but 
was totally defeated, and Cambyses, at the end 
of six months, found himself master of all Egypt 
At first, he treated Psammenitus with lenity, but 
on his making some attempts to regain his 
throne, he put him to death, by forcing him to 
drink bull's blood. After committing many 
cruelties, and causing the dead body of Amasis 
to be taken out of the tomb, and treated with 
every possible indignity, Cambyses resolved the 
following year, to make war upon the Ethio- 
pians. In order to gain information of the 
country, he sent thither ambassadors, with costly 
but useless priesents, such as perfumes, golden 
bracelets, and wine, and haughtily demanded the 
submission of the people. He had wished to 
make war upon Carthage, but the Phoenicians 
refused to lend him their fleet for this conquest, 
as the Carthaginians were originally a colony 
from their own city of Tyre, and therefore Cam- 
byses was obliged to give up this design, but 



356 Kiires of pebsia. 

tamed his thooghts to the conquest, eqaally im- 
practicahle, of Ethiopia. When his ambassadors 
appeared before the king of Ethiopia, (now 
Nabia,) they and their demands were treated 
with derision, and in return Jbr the presents they 
brought, the king of Ethiopia sent Cambyses a 
powerful bow, which he bent in presence of the 
ambassadors, saying, *' When the Persians shall 
be able to use a bow of this size and strength, 
with as much ease as I have now bent it, then 
let them come and attack the Ethiopians ; mean- 
while, let them thank the gods for not having 
put into the hearts of the Ethiopians, a wish 
to extend their dominions beyond their own 
country." 

Enraged at this reply, Cambyses ordered his 
army to commence their march immediately, 
without taking any steps to provide for their 
support. One division, which he sent across the 
desert to attack the Ammonians, and destroy 
the famous temple to Jupiter, was lost on the 
march, being met by a violent wind, and over- 
whelmed and buried under the sand. The main 
body under his command, pursued their way 
amidst incredible difficulties, being in such want 
of provisions, that hundreds perished daily of 
hunger and fatigue : they fed on roots, and the 
leaves of trees, then on their beasts of burden, 
and at last on each other ; for so dreadful was 
the famine, that lots were drawn, and the 
wretched man on whom the lot fell was slaugh- 
tered, to serve as food for his yet more wretched 
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companions. Yet in the midst of this horrible 
state of starvation and misery, the sumpter 
camels of Cambyses carried the richest delica- 
cies for his table, the splendor and plenty of 
which was the same as when served in his palace 
of Susa. At length the impossibility of pro- 
ceeding, forced him to return, and with but a 
remnant of his vast army, he re-entered Thebes, 
where he revenged himself for his disasters by 
burning and plundering the temples, from which 
he obtained immense sums of gold and silver. 
The famous circle of the Zodiac, formed of gold, 
which encompassed the tomb of Osymandyas, 
was a part of the spoil. From Thebes he de- 
scended to Memphis, and here his rage and 
madness broke out in fresh acts of cruelty and 
folly. On approaching the city, he found the 
people full of mirth and festivity, and on sending 
for the Magistrates and enquiring the cause, 
(which he angrily imagined to be their exultation 
at his defeat,) they told him it was the public 
rejoicings for the appearing of their god Apis ; 
this was a young bull, supposed to represent 
their god Osiris, and the object of worship over 
all Egypt. There were two, one at Heliopolis, 
called Mnevitf, and one at Memphis, called Apis: 
the animal was distinguished by several fanciful 
marks ; its color was black, and it had a double 
list of hairs on the tail, a white spot on its fore- 
head like a star, and another like an eagle, or, 
according to some authorities, a crescent, on the 
2z 
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back, and a beetle, (Prideaux calls this a knot,) 
under the tongoe : when a calf bearing all these 
peculiar marks was found, it was led in triumph 
to the temple of Osiris, and there kept, and con- 
sulted as an oracle: and great was the honor, 
and unbounded the satisfaction of the fortunate 
applicant, if he eat the ears of corn out of his 
hand, when he presented them."^ At the end of 
twenty-five years, if the animal did not die 
before, it was killed and enbalmed; a public 
mourning announced the sorrow of the nation 
for the departure of their god, which continued 
until another was found, which was sometimes 
two or three years, but usually only a few 
months, and then all the nation threw aside thdr 
mourning, and celebrated a general festival : this 
was the case when Cambyses entered Memphis, 
on his return from Ethiopia. 

When the Magistrates gave the above expla- 
nation, Cambyses mad with rage and suspicion, 
refused to believe it, and put these wretched 
men to death. He then sent for the priests, and 
on their repeating the same account, he com- 
manded the god to be brought to him, saying, 
he wished to become acquainted with him.: but 
no sooner was the animal led before him, than 
upbraiding the priests with their stupidity and 

* A bull J^ wae among the superstitions of India, but its 
color was red ; it was led, at certaia times, through the streets of 
Pondicheny, and people stood at their doors, and offered it ears 
of com, and it was a good omen if it eat them : it was kept 
only three years in the temple, and then another sought for. 
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folly in worshipping a calf, he drew his dagger, 
and wounded the animal in the thigh: he then 
ordered the priests to be scourged, and all Egyp- 
tians in Memphis who should be found worship- 
ping the bull, to be put to death. Apis was led 
back to the temple, where he died of his wound. 

From his killing Apis, the Egyptians date 
the madness of Cambyses, but it is evident from 
his conduct that he wa^ mad before this: Nu- 
merous actions of atrocious cruelty and wicked- 
ness are related of him, but we hasten on to that 
which regards his own death. 

When the ambassadors brought Cambyses the 
bow from the king of Ethiopia, his brother 
Smerdis was alone able to bend it, and this feat 
of strength or dexterity so kindled his suspicious 
and jealous temper, that he dismissed his brother 
frbm attending upon him in Egypt, and sent him 
back into Persia. Soon after, having dreamed 
that a messenger brought him tidings, that 
Smerdis was sitting upon his throne, he resolved 
to put him to death, and despatched one of his 
most confidential servants secretly to execute 
this cruel order, and his unfortunate brother was 
privately murdered. 

In acts of insane folly and wickedness, Cam- 
byses passed another year in Egypt, and then 
prepared to return into Persia. He had only 
reached Syria, when a herald met him, with the 
unwelcome news that his brother Smerdis was 
proclaimed king, and acknowledged by the peo- 
ple. He hereupon summoned the officer whom 
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he had sent to murder his brother, and haying 
confronted him with the herald, proved that his 
own brother was dead, and therefore that the 
pretended Smerdis was an impostor. It hap- 
pened thus. The chief of the Magians had a 
brother Smerdis, who strikingly resembled in 
person the prince Smerdis, and finding that the 
cruelty and imbecility of Cambyses coald no 
longer be borne, and that the death of the true 
Smerdis was not known, except to a few persons, 
he resolved to substitute his brother for the 
prince, and proclaim him king : he did so, and 
the fraud succeeded. Now arose in the mind of 
Cambyses the bitter reflection that, in killing 
his only brother, in a hasty and ungrounded fit 
of jealousy, he had committed an useless crime, 
and brought upon himself the very danger he 
sought to escape ; since, as he could not produce 
his brother alive, it was in vain he confessed to 
his having had him secretly murdered: it was 
only thought to be a falsehood to serve his pre- 
sent purpose of dethroning Smerdis. He com- 
manded his army to proceed, but as he was 
mounting his horse, his sword slipped fix^m the 
scabbard, and wounded him in the thigh : he was 
obliged to remain in the little town where the 
accident occurred, and when he heard that this 
insignificant place was called * Ecbatana,' he was 
struck with superstitious terror; for having con- 
sulted a famous oracle in Egypt, he was told he 
should die at Ecbatana, and naturally under- 
standing this to mean Ecbatana in Persia, he 
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had resolved to preserve his life by avoiding the 
place. Whether the oracle coming to mind in 
bis disordered state, caused its own fulfilment, 
we cannot of course decide; but his wound 
proved mortal, and he died, regretted by none, 
and disbelieved in his dying assurances, that 
his brother Smerdis had long been dead. The 
Egyptians did not fail to remark the coincidence, 
that the wound he died of was in the thigh, in 
the same part as was the wound he had given 
their god Apis. 

It will be seen by this history of Cambyses, 
how natural it was that he should put a stop to 
the Jews re-building their temple and city: he 
was of a tyrannical, capricious temper, always 
more willing to oppress than to improve the 
condition of his subjects : and if we add to this 
the apparent policy of keeping the Jews weak, 
that they might not have force sufficient to 
oppose his march into Egypt, or impede his re- 
treat in case of defeat, we need seek no farther 
for the motives which actuated his conduct. 
Josephus, the Jewish historian, clearly states 
these to have been his motives, and there is no 
reason to doubt his being correct. 

Smbrdis thb Magian. On the death of Cam- 
byses, Smerdis the Magian mounted the throne 
without opposition : the more surely to conceal 
the fraud, he affected to imitate closely the habits 
of the Persian kings, keeping himself invisible 
in his palace, and transacting the affairs of his 
kingdom by his brother, the Chief Magian, and 
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by a few chief officers, who had neyer seen the 
tme Smerdis. He also took care to goreni with 
unasaal inoderation and lenity: he relieved his 
sabjects from military serrioe, and from burden- 
some taxes, so that at his death he was regretted 
by all the people of his vast dominions, except the 
Persians. Bat these wise measures could not 
prevent the suspicions of some of the nobility, 
and the very precautions he adopted rather 
tended to strengthen them. Amongst his wives 
was Atossa, the daughter of Cyrus, and also 
Phedyma, a daughter of a Persian noble of 
high birth. This nobleman sent a private mes- 
sage to his daughter, dearing to know if Smerdis 
were truly Smerdis, the son of Cyrus : but she 
replied that she could not tell, never having 
seen the prince. Her lather then desired her to 
enquire of Atossa : but to this she replied, that 
each wife being kept separate, in distant apart- 
ments of the palace, she could not see Atossa to 
ask her. Again her father sent to her, and 
desired that she should watch her opportunity, 
and when Smerdis was fast asleep, find out if he 
had any ears, as Smerdis, the brother of the 
Chief Magian, had had his cut off by Cyrus, for 
some crime. This she soon found means to do, 
and having ascertained that the king had lost 
his ears, sent word of it to her father, who, on 
finding his suspicions to be true, entered into a 
conspiracy with five more Persian nobles, to 
dethrone him. These were joined by Darius* 
son of Hystaspes, governor of Persia, whose 
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vigour and address was of the greatest service 
to them. An unexpected circumstance aided 
the conspirators, and brought their plans to a 
speedy issue. Prexaspes, who had been entrusted 
by Cambyses with the execution of his brother, 
was induced to promise that he would declare 
publicly to the people, that their present king 
was the true Smerdis, son of Cyrus : but when 
Prexaspes came before the assembly, and from 
the top of a tower addressed the people, he 
gave them instead a full account of the murder 
of Smerdis, as done by his own hand, and then 
threw himself down, and died. In the midst of 
the confusion consequent upon such an unex- 
pected disclosure, the seven conspiring nobles 
entered the palace, forced their way through the 
guards, and slew the usurper Smerdis, and his 
brother : they dragged out the dead bodies, and 
with their hands yet covered with their bloo{], 
declared the whole imposture to the assembly : 
the people, seized with rage, fell upon the entire 
sect of the Magians, and committed a cruel 
slaughter of them: hence this day was ever 
afterwards celebrated as that of the ' slaughter 
of the Magians,' and on its anniversary it was 
dangerous for any of the sect to show them- 
selves.* 

The religion of the Magians consisted princi- 
pally in their abhorrence of all images, worship- 
ping the sun and fire alone as the emblems of 

* The word Magian Bignifies * cropt-eared,* and was first given 
to the sect on this occasion, as a reproach. 
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the divinity. They believed in two principles, or 
gods, one the aathor of all good, called by 
them Yazden, and Ormuzd, and by the Greeks 
Oromasdes; the other the aathor of all evil, 
called by them Ahraman, and by the Greeks 
Arimanius; bat to these Zoroaster added a 
supreme divinity, Mithra, who was the aathor 
of the good angel, light, from whom the evil one 
sprang by necessity, as the shadow is caused by 
the sun's brightness. They held light and dark- 
ness to be the fittest emblems of these opposite 
principles, and fire as the best image of light, 
the good spirit, to which they mostly addressed 
their prayers. They at first allowed no temples, 
but offered their sacrifices in the open air, on 
hills, whence they could see the sun, and hea- 
venly bodies. Zoroaster reformed the sect, and 
among other alterations, had temples erected to 
contain the sacred fire, which was kept con- 
stantly fed with wood carefully barked to remove 
imparities, and kindled with naptha. 

The rival sect to the Magians, was that of the 
Sabeans, which prevailed over great portion of 
the East. The Sabeans worshipped also the 
Sun, and all the heavenly host : but they made 
images as their representatives on earth, and 
thus Saturn, Apollo, &c., became objects of 
worship, with temples and rites to each. They 
first rose in Babylonia, where astronomy was 
early studied, and the more brilliant planets 
attracted the wondering admiration of the shep- 
herds on those vast plains: these planets were 



BABIUB HTSTABflS. 865 

thought to be only the outer pamUm^ or abode 
of divine spirits, who watched over onr earth, 
and were mediating angels between man and the 
Great Divinity : the stars were also objects of 
worship, but the planets, as being nearer to the 
earth, were believed to have a superior influence, 
and were therefore chosen as the tutelar gods of 
the nations: these gods, who filled and ani- 
mated the Sun, moon, and stars, being invisible 
daring half the twenty-four hours, were retained, 
it was thought, in their images, and thus their 
presence never forsook their votaries. These 
two sects prevailed over the greater part of 
Asia, with various modifications, and are still in 
India and Persia, with very little alteration, in 
the present day. 

Darius Htstaspbs. When the usurper 
Bmerdis and his brother were destroyed, the 
next step necessary was to settle the govern- 
ment. It was determined that none was so 
fitting as a monarchy, and that, as there was no 
other son of Cyrus to claim the throne, it could 
only be mounted by one of the seven nobles, 
who had saved the honor of the kingdom from 
being degraded by an impostor; but the choice 
of which of the seven should be monarch, 
was a matter of great difficulty. At length, a 
curious method was adopted. It was agreed 
that at daybreak, all the seven nobles should 
ride to the summit of a hill near the city, and 
there, in full view of their greatest divinity the 
3 A 
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San» they shoald await his appearance, and he 
whose horse first neighed, shoald be king. 
Accordingly, they rode at sun rising to the hOl 
fixed upon, and there the horse of Darios neighing 
first, he was named king. He heaped honors and 
dignities upon the seven nobles, and they and their 
descendants possessed ever after extraordinary pri- 
vileges : they had the right of access to the king 
at any hour, and were consulted in all important 
affairs of state. They enjoyed also the singular 
distinction of wearing the point of their cap, or 
turban, bending forwards: the king wore his up- 
right, and every one else with the point bend- 
ing backwards ; but on the memorable day on 
which they dethroned Smerdis, the seven nobles 
had, either in the confusion, or, as a mark to 
distinguish each other in the crowd, put on their 
turbans with the top bent forwards. The Per- 
sian kings ever afterwards had seven counsellors 
of the highest rank, the descendants of these 
nobles, who wore their turbans bending forwards, 
in memory of the event. 

The long reign of Darius, which lasted thirty- 
six years, was eventful in wars, which he waged 
successively against his revolted subjects of 
Babylon, and in Ionia, Egypt and Scythia; but to 
the Jews, his moderate and wise government 
was productive of the greatest benefit. They 
obtained leave, as we have seen, to rebuild their 
temple, and were reinstated in the privileges 
granted them by Cyrus, and during the whole 
of this prince's reign they enjoyed peace. 
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The first war Darias engaged in, was caused 
by the revolt of the mighty city of Babylon. 
Since the death of Darias the Mede, even.in the 
later years of Cyras, the Persian kings had 
ceased to reside there, and made Sasa and 
Bcbatana alternately their summer and winter 
residence: this, and other changes to which as 
a conquered people they were subjected, was 
displeasing to their pride ; they resolved to 
throw off the yoke, and for three years they 
made secret preparations for war. The city was 
in itself impregnable, and by reason of the vast 
space within its walls, could grow com sufficient 
for its support, so that the news of its revolt 
was received with dismay. Darius marched with 
a numerous army to its siege, but he owed its 
reduction to the extraordinary devotion of one 
of his generals. This officer having maimed 
himself in a shocking manner, fled into the city, 
pretending that he had been thus cruelly treated 
by Darius: he soon obtained the command of 
the forces on the walls, and then treacherously 
opened the gates to the king. Darius slew three 
thousand of the wretched inhabitants by a tor- 
turing death; he lowered the walls, and burnt 
the gates, and from this time Babylon rapidly 
decayed, and soon ceased to be a city among the 
nations. The river, which had been turned out 
of its natural course by Cyrus, was never pro- 
perly restored, but was suffered to overflow its 
banks, and the plain in which the city stood 
became a marsh ; — ' pools of water,' as said the 
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prophet, 'and the bittern and the dragon shall 
dwell therein.' 

After Babylon was sabdued, Darins made an 
unsnccessfal expedition against the Scythians, a 
barbarous bat warlike nation, inhabiting the 
northern parts of Asia, and stretching with their 
wild and savage hordes far into Europe. In 
defiance of the wise remonstrances of his brother 
Artabanes, Darins marched with a vast army 
into Asia Minor, crossed the Hellespont, and 
penetrated beyond the river Ister, or Dannbe. 
Here he found the country laid waste, the wells 
stopped, and no provisions or forage for his 
troops. He was therefore soon compelled to 
return with loss, and might have been utterly 
destroyed, had the lonians whom he had left to 
guard the bridge over the Danube, broken it 
down, as they were urged to do by Miltiades; 
but Histeeus their leader persuaded them, fnHU 
private motives, to remain faithful to their 
charge, and Darius re-crossed the Danube, and 
reached Sardis, the capital of Asia Minor, in 
safety; from whence he returned the following 
spring into Persia, taking HistaBus with him. 

Darius next invaded India, and subdued it. 
No particulars are related, and we only know 
that he sent a fleet down the Indus, which sailed 
up the Red Sea to Suez, and that he formed 
India into the twentieth province of the Persian 
empire, and increased his revenue by the large 
sums he drew from it. 
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The revolt of the lonians is the most important 
event of Darius' reign, as being the cause of the 
famous invasion of Greece, first by his generals* 
and afterwards by Xerxes, when those brilliant 
actions were performed, which rendered that re- 
nowned people the theme of admiration through 
all antiquity^ and whose glory still shines un- 
dimmed by ages, and excites the delighted ap- 
plause of every classical student, and every lover 
of freedom at the present day. The cause of 
these mighty events appears at first sight trivial. 
Histseus the Ionian, being anxious to escape from 
his honorable but weary exile at the Persian 
court, stirred up his native subjects to revolt: 
these headed by Anaxagoras, whom he had left 
in his room, induced the Athenians to join them. 
Now the Athenians were at that time indignant 
at a haughty message sent them by the Persian 
governor of Sardis, who had commanded them 
to restore Hippias, the son of their late tyrant 
Pisistratus, to the throne ; a demand they reso- 
lutely refused to comply with, being resolved to 
maintain their liberty, and enjoy the rights and 
equal laws established by their great lawgiver 
Solon. Urged by their desire to avenge this 
insult, the Athenians hastily accepted the pro- 
posal of the lonians, joined their forces, and by 
a sudden attack surprised and burnt Sardis. 
They were quickly repulsed, and satisfied with 
what they had accomplished, returned home, 
having by this rash and unjustifiable act, brought 
upon their country the implacable hatred of the 
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Again Darius had to form new plans for the 
gratification of his revenge^ and a war which 
threatened him from Egypt was not able to deter 
him from it ; he determined to command in per- 
son, and made preparations daring three years; 
but ere he could commence either, he was pre- 
vented by death. He died, leaving a character 
for wisdom and moderation, though tarnished by 
acts of despotic cruelty, which the best of heathen 
princes may too often be reproached with, when 
spoiled by the long possession of uncontrolled 
power. 

Xbrxbb. Xerxes was the eldest son of Darius, 
bom after he was king : his mother was Atossa, 
daughter of Cyrus. He resumed the prepara* 
tions his father had commenced for carrying war 
into Greece and Egypt, the latter of which 
countries he first subdued : then assembling an 
army of a million of men, according to the 
lowest computation, he crossed the Hellespont 
on a bridge of boats, and marched through 
Thrace and Macedonia, into Greece; but it is 
not the purpose of this history to give an account 
of this celebrated expedition. It is too remark- 
able to be treated slightly, and has too little 
connection with the Jewish history to be here 
related in detail. We refer our readers to the 
historians of Greece for the glorious annals of 
this most brilliant period of her history, and 
merely state that Xerxes, with his countless host, 
was baffled, defeated, and driven back, by the 
brave citizens of two small states, inspired by 



ABTAXBBXES LOKOIMAKUS. 373 

On his return to Persia, Xerxes gave himself 
up to luxury, and carried his effeminacy so far 
as to offer a reward to whoever should invent 
a new pleasure. It is here that Scaliger, and 
some other German critics, followed by Dr. 
Milman, place the history of Esther : they con- 
sider Ahasuerus to be Xerxes, and Esther his 
Queen Hamestris, of whom some acts of atro- 
cious cruelty are related by Herodotus. By 
oth^r authorities, the history of Esther is placed 
in the following reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus. 
Whether Xerxes were the Ahasuerus of Esther 
or not, he certainly resembled that capricious 
despot in his character; and at length, having 
lost the respect and affection of his subjects, 
Artabazus, an ambitious noble, murdered him in 
his palace, and placed Artaxerxes the Third, son 
of Xerxes, on the throne ; but his treachery 
being discovered, and his own designs to obtain 
the crown becoming manifest, he was himself 
put to a cruel death. 

Artaxerxes Longimanus. This prince was a 
wise and just ruler, under whom the Jews en- 
joyed yet greater privileges than under his pre- 
decessors. In the seventh year of his reign, 
Ezra* was sent to Jerusalem, with a decree in 
favor of the Jews ; and in the twentieth year of 
his reign, Nehemiah was also sent thither, with 

* Josephus places the mission of Ezra and Nehemiah under 
Xerxes ; but almost all other authorities agree in placing them 
in the reign of Artaxerxes Longhnanns. 
3 B 
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authority to rebuild the walls of the city, which 
had lain open and exposed since its destruction 
by Nebuchadnezzar. Dr. Milman suggests that 
the treaty which obliged Artaserxes to withdraw 
his forces from the coasts, was the means made 
instrumental by divine Providence to induce 
Artaxerxes to show this favor to the Jews. The 
selfish policy which before made the Persian 
kings keep a dependent state weak and defence- 
less, would render it wise to strengthen the slime 
state, now that it was a frontier province; it 
would then become a judicious act of policy to 
fortify a city, which from its situation was nearly 
impregnable, and entrust it to the faithful keep- 
ing of its inhabitants, who had long shown them- 
selves attached to their Persian rulers, and 
would be its best defenders against an invading 
enemy. 

The long reign of Artaxerxes produced no 
other events necessary to be recorded here: 
although his empire towards the west was some- 
what narrowed by the growing power of Greece, 
and the revolt of Ionia and other Greek colonies 
of Asia Minor, it was still of vast extent, and 
comprised Egypt and India, besides the ancient 
territories of Persia, Media, and Babylonia ; over 
all these kingdoms Artaxerxes reigned with pru- 
dence and moderation, except in a few instances, 
when the cruel importunities of his mother, or 
a sudden access of passion, made him act con- 
trary to the usual mildness and lenity of his own 
character. It is in the reign of this prince that 
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Prideaux, and most English commentators place 
the history of Esther. The Peloponnesian war, 
caused by the jealousy of the rival cities of 
Sparta and Athens, commenced towards the end 
of this reign ; it lasted twenty-seven years, and 
ended in the complete humiliation of Athens. 

Xerxes the Second. This prince succeeded 
his father, but had only reigned six weeks, when 
he was murdered by Sogdianus, one of his half- 
brothers. 

SoGDiANus. Having forced his way to the 
throne by the murder of his brother, he next 
put to death the most faithful of his father's 
servants, and then sent for Ochus, the brother 
of Xerxes the Second, intending to have him 
slain ; but this prince marched to the capital at 
the head of his army, and all ranks detesting 
the tyrant, the crown was placed on the head of 
Ochus, who thereupon seized the person of Sog- 
dianus, put him to death, and mounted the 
throne, under the name of, 

Darius Nothus. This prince's reign was dis- 
turbed by the rebellion of the Egyptians, and of 
the Medes; after a dangerous war with both, 
which lasted many years, he succeeded in re- 
gaining his dominion over these kingdoms, but 
not without a long and doubtful struggle. In 
this reign the Jews enjoyed tranquillity, and it is 
passed over by Josephus without notice. When 
Darius had restored his authority throughout 
all his extensive empire, he appointed his son 
Cyrus, commonly called Cyrus the younger, to 
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disting^Ii him from the great Cyrus, to govern 
over Asia Minor, while he left the throne to his 
eldest son Artazerxes, contrary to the wishes of 
his qneen Parysatis, who earnestly desired it 
for Cyrus, her iaTorite son, who was born after 
his father's accession to the throne. Cyras had 
been summoned to Persia, to give an account of 
some acts of bad government in his province, 
and was there when his father Darius died. 

Artaxbrxbs Mnbmon was the eldest son of 
Darius, and brother to Cyrus. He received the 
surname of Mnemon, on account of his extra- 
ordinary memory. The unjust and unnatural 
partiality of his mother^ and his own unbridled 
ambition, urged Cyrus to enter into a conspiracy 
for dethroning his brother Artaxerxes, whom he 
resolved to assassinate at the ceremony of the 
coronation;* the priest however betraying the 
plot, Cyrus was seized, and but for the passionate 
entreaties of the queen mother, the guilty prince 
would have been put to death: she however pre- 
vailed upon Artaxerxes not only to pardon the 

* Some curious ceremonies attended the coronatioiL of the 
Persian kings : it was performed in a temple to the goddess of 
war, in the city of Pasargarda, which had been built hj Gyros 
the Great. Here the prince put off his robes, and assumed the 
simple one worn by Cyrus before he came to the throne : then 
he ate a dry fig, chewed some leayes of the turpentine tree, and 
drank a draught of milk and yinegar : the signification being 
that he should put on with the robe, the great qualities of his 
jGeunous predecessor, while the milk and yinegar would indicate 
the sweets and bitters, the pleasures and anxieties of sovere^ 
power. SoUinf Vol, Hi. page 109. 
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criminal attempt of his brother, but to send him 
back to his government of Asia Minor, with 
even greater authority and power than he en- 
joyed before. The magnanimity of Artaxerxes 
was ill- requited. No sooner had Cyrus returned 
to his government, than he began to prepare 
for making war against his brother. He pos- 
sessed the qualities which lead and attract the 
multitude; he was young and graceful, eminently 
skilled in all warlike exercises, and of a noble 
and commanding air : he attached his friends by 
daily acts of generosity and kindness, and was 
remarkable for the scrupulous and faithful fulfil- 
ment of his promises, even the most trifling, 
equally with the most important. Xenophon re- 
marks, that none ever left this prince's service 
for that of his brother, though numbers left 
Artaxerxes to serve under Cyrus. To these 
qualities are to be added a clear judgment, the 
art of governing firmly without severity, and the 
power of dissimulation; such was the prince 
who has been handed down to posterity by the 
Greek historian as a model for all succeeding 
princes to imitate; forgetting that all these 
specious qualities were turned to evil, by the 
bad and unjustifiable use to which they were 
applied. 

Cyrus negociated with the Spartans, and ob- 
tained a body of 13,000 men under Clearchus, 
under the assumed plea, that he was going to 
repress the inroads of the Pisidians : he levied a 
large army besides, and still veiling his real pur- 



378 KIKOS OF PEBSIA. 

pose, marched into Cilicia : here the Greeks 
suspecting his true design, refused to proceed, 
but they were pacified by false statements, and 
bribed by liberal promises, until it was too late 
to recede, and the whole army reached Cunaxa, 
in Babylonia, where Artaxerxes met him at the 
head of all his forces. A battle ensued, in which 
Cyrus was killed, while fighting hand to hand 
with his brother. The interest of the expedition 
now begins: for the Greeks, to the number of 
10,000, refusing to give up their arms, or enter 
the service of the Persian king, commenced 
their famous retreat, so ably described by Xeno- 
phon, who was himself one of the principal 
leaders of this brave and intrepid band. In the 
face of a victorious enemy, through an unknown 
country, without guides, and with rivers and 
mountains to pass, did these 10,000 Greeks 
pursue their march homewards, and finally suc- 
ceeded in reaching the port of Trebizond on the 
Euxine, from whence their return to Europe was 
secure. As this is the most celebrated retreat 
known, we have related it more at large than its 
connexion with our history called for, and must 
now hasten to the remaining events of this reign. 
The court of Artaxerxes was the constant 
scene of intrigues and plots, chiefly caused by 
the revengeful temper of his mother Parysatis: 
numerous instances of perfidious cruelty are re- 
lated of her, for she was capable of waiting for 
years, and ensnaring the victim of her hate in 
the midst of pretended smiles and blandishments. 
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We give one instance. Fearing the influence of 
the queen Statira on the mind of Artazerzes, 
she pretended a reconciliation with her, although 
the two queens had long been on terms of the 
direst enmity with each other. After this in- 
sidious calm had been sometime restored, Pary- 
satis invited Statira to sup with her, when having 
prepared a knife poisoned on one side only, she 
cut a small bird in two, and taking one half on 
her own plate, offered the other to her daughter- 
in-law, who eating it without suspicion, died. 
But it would be too revolting to follow this 
queen in all her crimes; sufficient, that the 
palace became the scene of disastrous intrigues, 
whence every better feeling, and every passion 
but ambition and revenge, seemed to have fled. 

The Grecian states, though no longer united 
but at war among themselves were still form- 
idable enemies to Persia; first Lysander and 
afterwards Agesilaus, the wisest and best of the 
kmgs of Sparta, became the terror of Asia 
Minor, and this latter was on the point of carry- 
ing his arms into Persia, and attacking Artax- 
erxes in his capital, when he was recalled to 
Sparta. The war continued, with various suc- 
cess; but the gold of Persia did more injury to 
Greece than her armies, and by artfully foment- 
ing dissensions between the states, she at length 
weakened them so far, as to bring them to con- 
clude an advantageous peace, the conditions of 
which were in striking contrast with those dic- 
tated sixty years before to Artaxerxes Longi- 
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manus. After this, there arose a rebellion of 
Egypt, and insurrections in various provinces of 
this overgrown empire, until at the close of a 
long reign of 46 years, Artaxerzes died ; his end 
hastened by grief, at the unnatural conduct of 
his sons. 

OcBDS. This was the most cruel of all the 
Persian kings ; he procured the deaths of his 
two elder brothers in the life-time of his father 
Artaxerzes, who being too much enfeebled by 
age to punish his crimes, gave way to grief, and 
died shortly afier his sons. As he was much 
beloved, Ochns felt afraid of announcing his 
death, but keeping it concealed for nearly a 
year, he gave decrees in his father's name, and 
in one of these, appointed himself successor to 
the throne. When he thought his power secure, 
he proclaimed that Artaxerxes was dead, and 
assumed the crown. He caused to be murdered 
all those whose merit or birth gave him um- 
brage: the great and noble in the provinces 
were sought out and destroyed, and the whole 
empire groaned under a severe and barbarous 
tyranny. Continual revolts were the necessary 
consequence of such a government ; and a reign 
of twenty-one years is occupied with little else 
than the subduing of insurrections, and the final 
subjugation of Egypt, which attempted once 
more without success to throw off the Persian 
yoke. Oehus undertook this war himself, and 
committed unheard of cruelties; he imitated 
Cambyses in killing the god Apis, adding a yet 
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farther insult to the religious feelings of the 
Egyptians, by having the sacred bull dragged 
out of the temple and sacrificed before an ass, 
after which the flesh was roasted and cooked, 
and eaten by his attendants. This wanton insult 
cost him his life. Bagoas, his chief minister, 
and who had assisted him in gaining the crown, 
was an Egyptian, and he was so incensed at 
this, and his other acts of rapine and cruelty, 
that on his return he murdered him, by giving 
him poison. In the third year of this king's 
reign, Alexander the Great, the future conqueror 
of Persia, was born at Pella, in Macedon. 

Arses. Bagoas placed Arses on the throne, 
after murdering all his brothers : at the end of 
two years, finding the young king was acquainted 
with his treasons, and was taking measures to 
bring him to punishment, he had him slain, and 
put the crown on the head of, 

Darius Codomanus. This prince was the son 
of Arsasus and Sisigambis, who had escaped the 
massacre of their family by Ochus. He was 
perhaps suffered to live in consequence of his 
insignificance, as he occupied only the low office 
of master of the post ; but 'having slain in single 
combat the champion of the Cadusians, with 
whom Ochus was at war, he was rewarded by 
the government of Armenia, an office he still 
held when called to the throne by Bagoas. He 
was a mild and generous prince, of great per- 
sonal valor, and excelled all his nobles in the 
3c 
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grace and proportion of bis statare. Bagoas 
soon foand that the new king was not to be 
blindly governed by his advise, and resolved to 
poison him ; but Darius becoming aware of his 
design, forced him to drink himself the poisonous 
potion he had prepared for him, and thus this 
too long successful traitor met with his deserved 
fate. 

Before Darius was well seated on the throne 
he had to prepare for the attack of the Greeks, 
who were about to invade Asia, under the com- 
mand of Alexander the Great, king of Macedon. 
The death of his father Philip, left this prince 
at the age of twenty-three, master of a small 
but veteran army, a firm government, and him- 
self fitted by genius and education to become a 
conqueror. Being elected generalissimo of all 
the Grecian forces, he set out to avenge the 
attack of Xerxes, by invading Asia ; he crossed 
the Hellespont at Sestos, and entered Asia with 
an army of not more than thirty-five thousand 
men, and with scarce sufficient means to support 
his troops for thirty days. Fortunately meeting 
with the Persian army at the river Granicus, he 
fought it, and obtained a complete victory, which 
gave him possession of Sardis, and with it insured 
the submission of all the adjacent provinces. The 
following year he pursued his march, came up 
with Darius at Issus, in Cilicia, and totally 
defeated him, taking prisoners his mother Sisi- 
gambis and his queen. 
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The following year, Darius had time to recruit 
his scattered forces, whilst his formidable enemy 
was engaged before Tyre, which made a long 
resistance. Having at length subdued it, and 
executed a cruel vengeance upon its brave de- 
fenders, Alexander marched to Jerusalem, in- 
tending to punish that city for its refusal to send 
him the levies of men and money he had 
demanded. In what manner he was received, 
and how he was diverted from his purpose, will 
be related hereafter : but he spared the Jews, and 
marched into Egypt, which country he subdued. 
He left Egypt the following spring, crossed the 
intervening countries of Syria and Arabia, and 
with his whole army came up with Darius near 
Arbela, a city beyond the Tigris, not far south 
of the ancient Nineveh. Before this, Darius 
had offered peace to the conqueror on advan- 
tageous, and even humiliating terms, but without 
effect. Alexander, inflamed with the love of 
conquest, would listen to no terms which should 
restrain his arms, and a battle ensued : it proved 
fatal to the Persian king, whose vast host, glit- 
tering with gold and jewels, could not stand 
against the hardy Greeks, accustomed to conquer 
or die in their ranks, and led on by the greatest 
military commander of the age. The Persians 
were routed, and Darius was compelled to flee : 
he retreated, with the few troops he could collect, 
into Media, and retired into the strong city of 
Ecbatana. Here he staid the winter, and endea- 
voured to rally round him his broken forces, but 
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early in the next spring, hearing that Alexander 
was coming in his pursuit, he resolved to retreat 
into Bactria : he set out, but was seized on his 
march by the treacherous Bessus, the goyemor 
of Bactria, and Narbasana, a Persian noble- 
man. Placed in a closed litter, he was hurried 
along by the traitors, until being closely pursued 
by Alexander, they dragged oat the unfortunate 
monarch, and on his refusal to mount on horse- 
back and follow them, they pierced him with 
wounds and left him. Some Macedonian soldiers 
coming up, received his last breath. Shortly 
after he expired, Alexander arrived : touched with 
pity, and perhaps remorse, when he saw this once 
mighty king thus slain ignominiously by the 
treason of his followers, he took off his own 
military cloak and threw it over his dead body, 
which he sent with an honourable escort to 
Sisigambis, the queen mother. It was buried 
with funeral honours at Susa, and the expenses 
defrayed by the conqueror. 

Thus ended the Persian Empire: the sUver 
portion of the image seen by Daniel, which was 
succeeded by the brass portion, which indicated the 
Macedonian kingdom : this latter, also, was the 
he-goat, with a notable horn (or warrior) between 
his eyes, which came against the ram with two 
horns, and cast him down upon the ground, and 
none could deliver the ram out of his hand. 
(Dan. viii.) 

On the fall of Darius, Alexander was undis- 
puted master of the whole Persian empire : at 
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his death his dominions were divided into foar 
kingdoms, Macedonia, Assyria, Syria, and Egypt; 
vrith the two latter the Jewish nation becomes 
intimately connected, and their history will mingle 
in the events to be recorded in the period which 
succeeds the death of Alexander antil the sub- 
jagatiou of all these kingdoms by the usurping 
power of Rome. 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

THE STOBT OP ESTHBB.* 

After the Temple had been rebuilt by Zerub- 
babel, at the instance of the prophets Haggai 
and Zecbariah, the Jews observed their religious 
festivals, and offered their sacrifices as of old ; 
they were suffered to live undisturbed by the 
jealousies of their rivals the Samaritans, and 
during the rest of the long reign of Darius Hys- 
taspes, they enjoyed peace. When Darius made 
preparations for invading Greece, his army as- 
sembled in Syria, and Asia Minor ; all the pro- 
vinces were commanded to send contributions of 

• OpinionB are variouB as to tlie events of this chapter taking 
place in the nign of Darius Hystaspes, Xerxes, or Artazerzes 
Longimanus. Few adyocate the first, as there are insuperable 
chronological difficulties against Danns; but the arguments in 
fsTor of the Ahasuerus in Esther being Xerxes, instead of Artax- 
erxes, are of greater weight, and supported by authorities which 
command attention : after oompazing the reigns, and studying 
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men or money, and it is probable, that the Jews 
were obliged to contribnte with the rest, althoagh 
no particular mention is made of it. In the 
reign of Xerxes, the successor of Darius, the 
Jews also enjoyed a state of comparative tran- 
quility; the Persian king being occupied with 
his invasion of Greece, and its disastrous result. 
In this reign Josephus places the mission of 
Ezra, and also the first journey of Nehemiah ; 
but nearly all the learned agree, that both these 
governors lived in the time of Artaxerxes Longi- 
manus, his successor. The history of Esther is 
also placed in the reign of Xerxes by Dr. Mil- 
man, and some German authorities, but we shall 
follow the opinion of Gray, Prideaux, and most 
English critics, by considering it to happen in 
the reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus. In doing 

the armaments adduced, the writer is however inclined to the 
opinion of Prideanx, and that most usuaUj held by English 
chnmologists, namelj, that Artaxerxes Longimanus is the Aha- 
suerus of Esther. Dr. Milman's chief objection to the conclu- 
sion is, the mild character of that prince ; but his cruelty to the 
revolted Babylonians, 2,000 of whom he put to a torturing 
death, and his jealous anger against Megabazus for shooting a 
lion before him, are proo& that this prince, like other Eastern 
despots, was subject to sudden fits of passion, when his author- 
ity was resisted, or his personal dignity supposed to be insulted. 
Josephus calls Ahasuerus, 'Artaxerxes the son of Xerxes,' but 
he places the commission of Ezra earlier, in the tune of Xerxes. 
The ooincidenees of dates mentioned by Dr. Milman, are cer- 
tainly striking; but those of Artaxerxes, especially if taken in 
WMmexion with the journeys of Ezra and Nehemiah, are not less 
■o : the question is one not easy to be decided, and happily is of 
no material consequence to the histoiy of Esther. 
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sOy we refer our readers to these aathorities, only 
adding that the names Ahasueras, Xerxes, and 
Artaxerxes, are " not so much proper names, as 
appellations, applied to every king at pleasure,""^ 
and therefore are not to be relied on, but the 
chronology of an event must be sought for else- 
where. Leaving this question of date, we pro- 
ceed to give the history of Esther, as recorded 
in the Old Testament. 

Ahasuerus, the king of Persia, who reigned 
from India to Ethiopia, rejoiced with his princes 
and servants during the space of six months, and 
at the end of that time, he made a feast to all 
that were in his palace of Shushan, for seven 
days ; and his queen Vashti made a feast at the 
same time, to all the women of the royal house ; 
it not being permitted by the customs of Persia, 
for the men and women to feast together. This 
great rejoicing took place in the third year of 
the reign of Ahasuerus, and supposing him to be 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, it would agree with the 
time of his being firmly seated on the throne, 
after the defeat of his elder brother, who dis- 
puted his title to the crown. On the last day of 
the concluding feast, when the king was excited, 
" and his heart was merry with wine," he com- 
manded the seven great lords, who were the 
king's counsellors, to bring the queen Vashti 
before him, adorned with the royal crown, that 
he might shew her beauty to all the assembly, 
for she was fair to look upon. But the queen 

• Jahn. 



388 

refbsed to appear; it would have been to degrade 
herself in the opinion of every woman in her 
country, to expose herself thns to the gaze of 
strangers, and she might well suppose that the 
king was intoxicated, when he issued such an 
unprecedented command. In any case, she re- 
fused to obey the insulting order. The king 
was thereupon highly incensed, and consulted his 
seven counsellors, what punishment should be 
inflicted upon the queen for her disobedience. 
They advised that he should put her away, and 
give her royal estate to another: lest, as they 
ai^ued, the deed of the queen should come 
abroad unto all women, and they should despise 
their husbands. The advice being in accordance 
with the king's angry feelings, pleased him ; and 
he made a decree,^nd registered it among the 
laws of the Medes and Persians, which alteretk 
not, that Vashti should never again appear before 
him, and be no longer queen : to this was ap- 
pended another decree, sufficiently amusing to 
modern ears, that all wives should give honor to 
their husbands, both great and small: which 
admonitory proclamation was immediately pub- 
lished through all the province. 

When some time had elapsed, and the king's 
anger had abated, he thought of Vashti, and 
what he had decreed against her ; but the decree 
was irrevocable even by the king. The coun- 
sellors who had so hastily seconded his intem- 
perate wrath, now attempted to appease his 
repentance, by proposing that orders should be 
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sent to all the governors of the provinces, to 
collect together all the most beautiful maidens, 
in order that the king might select one to supply 
the place of the deposed queen. This advice 
also pleased the king, and a decree to this effect 
was issued. 

Among the Jews who remained in Persia, was 
one named Mordecai, who held an office in the 
royal palace. He had adopted an orphan, Had- 
assah, the child of his uncle, and brought her up 
as his own daughter ; and as she was very fair 
and beautiful, Mordecai took her to the palace, 
and gave her in charge to the king's chamber- 
lain, tiiat she might in due course appear before 
the king. A year's preparation was required ; 
but when the time came, and the king sent for 
her, she fortunately pleased him ; at the end of 
some months he set the royal crown upon her 
head, and made her queen instead of Vashti; 
she henceforth bears the Persian name of Esther. 
He made a feast to his princes on the occasion, 
and gave splendid gifts, ^nd released the pro- 
vinces from a portion of their taxes. 

Now it was in the seventh year of Artaxerzes 
that Ezra was permitted to go to Jerusalem, 
furnished with the vessels of* the temple which 
yet remained in Babylon, and with authority to 
reform all abuses, and govern the state as he found 
best for its prosperity : this accords exactly with 
the favor shown by Ahasuerus to the provinces 
of his empire, on the celebration of his mar- 
3 D 
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riage with Esther : besides that the new queen, 
although she had not told her name or country, 
might easily procure some additional favor to 
the Jews, at a time when any reasonable request 
of hers was certain to be granted. It was abont 
this time that a conspiracy was formed against 
the king's life, by two officers of the palace, bot 
being discoyered by Mordecai, he told it to 
Esther, who revealed it to the king ; the matter 
was investigated, and the traitors hanged. 

Five years passed on without any change in 
the fortune of Esther, who continued to preserve 
the affections of Ahasuerus, and, although not 
declaring herself a Jewess, she doubtless pro- 
cured many favors for her people. Meanwhile, a 
proud and vindictive enemy was secretly plotting 
the destruction of her ancle Mordecai, and all his 
race. Haman, an Amalekite, a descendant of 
king Agag, who was conquered by Saul, was at 
this time the chief favorite, and most trusted 
minister of the king ; he had been raised in rank 
above the princes of the empire, and by the royal 
command, all persons bowed down before him 
and did him honour ; all but Mordecai, who was 
daily seated at the king's gate, that is, was in 
waiting there, according to the Persian custom, 
which obliged all persons holding offices in the 
palace to be in constant attendance, in case they 
should be called into the royal presence. Mor- 
dicai refused to pay this homage to Haman, bot 
from what cause we are not informed ; he might 
think it forbidden by his law, as the Jews were 
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less servile in their manners than the Persians, 
and rarely prostrated themselves in presence of 
any earthly sovereign, much less before a fellow 
subject, as was Haman : also the ancient enmity 
which exbted between the Jews and AmalekiteSi 
still lived in their descendants, and thus Haman 
and Mordecai were already rivals and hereditary 
foes. In eastern courts, where the caprice or 
favor of the monarch can instantaneously raise 
the lowest and degrade the highest, there is 
ample room for secret cabals to work ; for every 
one may hope to abase a favorite, and obtain his 
place and honors for himself. Whatever were 
the motives which induced Mordecai to refuse to 
do homage to the haughty Haman, it was quickly 
noticed by the other courtiers, who vainly endea- 
voured to persuade him to follow their example. 
Mordecai, however, would not hearken to them, 
and we must suppose that he was influenced by 
some scruple as to its lawfulness, or he would 
hardly have run the risk of bringing the fa- 
vorite's vengeance upon himself and his nation. 
When Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor 
did him reverence, he was wrath, and in his pride 
he thought it would be too poor a revenge to 
punish Mordecai alone, but that he would sig- 
nalize at once his power and his indignation, by 
destroying all his people with him. To make his 
aim sure, he sent for the diviners, and they " cast 
Pur," that b, they drew lots, to find out which 
would be the most fortunate day for the intended 
massacre : the lot gave the twelfth month, Adar, 
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which nearly answers to oar April : thus a whole 
year interrened, as Haman drew the lots in 
March. (Nisan.) 

In pursuance of his wicked design, JEIaman 
accordingly proposed to Ahasuerus to destroy all 
the Jews in his dominions, or more correctly, as 
a year's notice was given, they were ordered to 
quit the kingdom by that time, or take death 
as the consequence ; for this seems the true 
meaning of the edict, not a secret massacre such 
as St. Bartholomew, but more resembling the 
expulsion of the Moors from Spain, or the 
Knights-Templar from France, though more 
merciful than these, as longer notice was given. 
Reasons of state were not wanting, as usual, to 
justify the tyrannical act: it was urged upon the 
king by Haman, that the Jews were a people 
diverse and separate from his other subjects, that 
they obeyed laws of their own, and it would be, 
therefore, for the good of his kingdom not to 
suffer them to remain in it : he also offered to 
pay a large sum of money into the treasury, 
which no doubt he expected to reimburse from 
the confiscated property of the Jews. The king 
gave the decree, and it was written among '^ the 
laws of the Medes and Persians, which altereth 
not." 

Haman dispatched the decree into every pro- 
vince, commanding the governors to be ready to 
execute it on the day appointed ; he already tri- 
umphed in the success of his revenge, when by 
the over-ruling providence of God, the misery he 
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^as bringing upon others reverted upon his own 
head. 

When Mordecai heard of the decree which 
was gone' forth, he rent his clothes, put on sack- 
cloth and ashes, as was the custom with the Jews 
when overtaken by any calamity, and with these 
signs of outward mourning, and uttering a loud 
and bitter cry, he came before the king*s gate ; 
but he did not enter as usual, because none 
might enter the palace in sackcloth. Esther 
was soon informed by her maids of the sudden 
change which appeared in Mordecai, and pro- 
bably thinking that poverty had come unexpect- 
edly upon him, she sent raiment out to him, but 
he received it not. Then she summoned Hatach, 
one of the chamberlains of the palace, and sent 
him to enquire of Mordecai the cause of his 
grief. It seems probable that Hatach was a 
Jew, for Mordecai and Esther appear to have 
had perfect confidence in his secresy and fidelity, 
and to him Mordecai disclosed the plot of 
Haman, to destroy him and the whole Jewish 
nation : he gave Hatach a copy of the decree to 
carry to the queen, charging her at the same 
time, to go in and supplicate the king in favor of 
her people. When Esther received this mes- 
sage, she was greatly discouraged and perplexed: 
she commanded the chamberlain to return to 
Mordecai, and say, that there was a law which 
forbade any one to appear before the king who 
was not called, and that whoever intruded into 
the royal presence was put to death, unless the 
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king eztcaded im aeeptre, and then they m^t 
fire: and die added, alie had not been sent for 
to the king tar thirty days. 

This somewhat sdfish ezcnse of the queen, for 
not exertii^ herself to save her people, was 
qoiekly orermled by Mordecai, who felt justly 
displeased widi her baekwardness in such a 
eanse: he answered, ^Think not with thyself 
that thou shalt escape in the king's house, more 
than adl the Jews: For if thou altogether hold 
thy peace at this time, then shall enlargement 
and ddiTeranoe arise to the Jews firom another 
place, but thorn and thy fether^s house shall be 
destroyed:" he added, with that fiuth in God's 
superintending care of his people, which was the 
support of erery dcTOut Jew, that she herself 
might perhaps haye been raised to the throne 
for the Tcry purpose of saying her people at this 
time. Esther, being thus eompelled to share in 
the danger, no longer refused to do as Mordecai 
advised ; but she^ desired that he should gather 
tc^ether all the Jews that were in Shushan, and 
fost for three days, and she and her maidens 
would do the same, offering up prayers for their 
deliverance, and her own safety ; "^ then" she said, 
** I will go into the king, which is not according 
to law, and if I perish, I perish." With ibis 
more noble resolve, Mordecai was satisfied, and 
went, and did as Esther commanded. 

On the third day, Esther dressed herself in 
her royal apparel, and with a trembling heart, 
quitted her own apartments, and entered the 
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inner court, where the king, seated on his 
throne, surrounded by his nobles and great 
officers, received the salutations and petitions 
of his subjects. " And it was so, that when 
the king saw Esther the queen standing in the 
court, that she obtained favor in his sight ; and 
the king held out to Esther the golden sceptre 
that was in his hand. So Esther drew near, and 
touched the top of the sceptre.'' 

^'Then said the king unto her, What wilt 
thou, queen Esther? and what is thy request? 
It shall be given thee, to the half of my king- 
dom." 

'* And Esther answered, If it seem good unto 
the king, let the king and Haman come this day 
unto the banquet that I have prepared for him." 

So modest and flattering a petition was readily 
granted, and the king and Haman went to the 
banquet; the favorite being greatly elated with 
the honor conferred upon him. Again the king 
asked Esther to make her request, and she pro- 
mised to do so the following day, if the king 
would a second time partake of a banquet in 
her apartments, and bring Haman Vith him, as 
before. To this the king consented, and Haman 
went forth with a glad heart, proud of the favor 
the queen showed him: but his joy was disturbed 
by seeing that, even with this added honor, 
Mordecai at the king's gate did not move for 
him, nor stand up to show him reverence as 
he passed. When Haman reached his home, he 
sent for his wife and all his friends, and told 
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them of all bis glory, and riches, and how the 
king had advanced him above princes, and the 
qneen had invited him, and none but him, to go 
with the king to her banquet on the morrow. 
' Tet,' said he in the bitterness of an envious and 

revengeful spirit "yet all this availeth me 

nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew, 
sitting at the king's gate." 

*' Then said Zeresh his wife, and all his friends 
to him, let a gallows be made fifty cubits high, 
and to-morrow speak thou unto the king, that 
Mordicai may be hanged thereon : then go thon 
in merrily to the banquet with the king. And 
the thing pleased Haman; and he caused the 
gallows to be made/' 

But the hopes of ambition are deceitful: on 
that night the king, not being able to sleep, com- 
manded the records of his reign to be brought 
and read before him ; and finding it written how 
Mordecai had saved his life, by revealing the con- 
spiracy of the two chamberlains who had plotted 
his destruction, he asked what honor h^d been 
done Mordecai for this service? The servants 
replied, that nothing had been done for him. 
Then the king, impatient to repair his neglect, 
asked who was in the court ? and being told that 
Haman was already in attendance, he said, " let 
him come in !" Now Haman had come early, 
impatient to speak to the king, that he might 
hang Mordecai on the gallows prepared for 
him. 
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" So Haman came in, and the king said unto 
him, what shall be done to the man whom the 
king delighteth to honor ?" 

Now Haman thought in his heart, *• to whom 
would the king delight to do honor, more than 
to myself?' so he replied *'For the man whom the 
king delighteth to honor, let the royal apparel be 
brought which the king useth to wear, and the 
horse that the king rideth upon, and the crown 
royal which is set upon his head : and let this 
apparel be delivered to the hand of one of the 
king's most noble princes, that they may array 
the man withal whom the king delighteth to 
honor, and bring him on horseback through the 
streets of the city, and proclaim before him^ 
Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king 
delighteth to honor." 

'* Then the king said to Haman, make haste, 
and take the apparel and the horse as thou hast 
said, and do even so to Mordecai the Jew, that 
sitteth at the king's gate : let nothing fail that 
thou hast spoken." 

The disappointment and rage of Haman may 
be easily conceived, at this unexpected order: 
but it was necessary to obey. He arrayed his 
hated enemy in the royal apparel, placed him on 
horseback, and walked before him and proclaimed 
his services, as the king had commanded ; and 
when the mortifying procession was over, he 
hasted to his house mourning, and covered his 
head in anguish and shame. When he told his 
3 E 
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wife and friends what had occurred, they took it 
for an evil augury; " If Mordecai, before whom 
thou hast begun to fall, be of the seed of the 
Jews, thou shalt not prevail against him, but 
shalt surely fall." Their further discourse was 
interrupted by the appearance of the king's 
chamberlain, come to summon Haman to the 
queen's banquet. 

Again the king and his favorite attended the 
banquet of Esther, and again the king demanded 
of the queen, what was her petition, that he 
might grant it. Then Esther, to the king's as- 
tonishment, asked for her own life and that of 
her people; ''for we are sold," she exclaimed, 
'' I and my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, 
and to perish !" The surprise of Ahasuerus at 
this declaration was extreme; he angrily de- 
manded who was the man, and where was he, 
that durst presume to do this ? Esther then laid 
open the whole plot to the king, and declared 
that Haman was the wicked enemy and adver- 
sary of her and her nation, for that she truly was 
a Jewess. 

The angry king gave Haman no time to vin- 
dicate his conduct, but rising abruptly from the 
banquet, he left the apartment, which was the 
signal for death. Haman saw that the king had 
determined evil against him ; struck with terror, 
be made vehement intercession to the queen, and 
in the intensity of his despair, he fell at her feet, 
embraced her knees, and rested for an instant on 
the couch, or divan, on which Esther was seated : 



B8THEB. 

this was in itself a crime punishable by death : 
to sit on the king's seat, or on the qaeen's, being 
an unpardonable offence in Persia. At this 
moment, the king returning into the apartment,, 
was filled with redoubled rage, and the attend- 
ants, sdzing Haman, covered his face, which was 
customary with condemned criminals, and led 
him away to execution. The chamberlain, who 
had gone to conduct Haman to the banquet, now 
told of the gallows fifty cubits high, which he 
had seen erected in front of Uaman's house, and 
which had been erected for Mordecai the Jew, 
who had saved the king's life. Then the king 
said, ^hang him thereon.' So they hanged 
Haman on the gallows he had prepared for his 
enemy. 

Yet the decree against the Jews still remained 
in force, and being, by the laws of the Medes 
and Persians, unalterable, there was great diffi- 
culty in obviating its consequences. The means 
adopted by Mordecai shows the barbarous state 
of policy in this great kingdom, although it was 
at that time the boast of eastern civilization. 
The king gave a second decree, by which the 
Jews were permitted to arm and defend them- 
selves, on the day appointed for their own 
slaughter; due notice was sent as before to all 
the provinces by the king's posts,* we may con- 

* The Kind's PosU. Cyras first instituted posts throughout his 
▼ast dominions, an establishment which was regarded as the 
wonder of the age ; haying asoertained how far a horse could 
trayel in a day, Cyrus caused stables to be built at proper 
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elude therefore that there was time and oppor- 
tunity given for the peaceful and well disposed 
to avoid the danger: however that might be, 
there was a fearful collision between the Jews 
and their enemies on that day, and 75,000 of the 
latter were slain. In the palace of Shushan, 
500 fell victims to the long repressed hatred of 
the Jews, and as if this had not satisfied their 
vengeance, Esther asked for a second day's 
slaughter to be allowed, when the Jews slew 300 
more of their enemies. The ten sons of Haman 
were slain on the first day, but to show the 
triumph of Mordecai, their dead bodies were 
afterwards hanged on their father's gallows, at 
the request of the queen. She acted, doubtless, 
under the direction of her uncle Mordecai, in 
all that she did ; the ill understood principle of 
patriotism was in that age thought to justify 
every act of retaliation; it is, nevertheless, 
deeply revolting to our feelings, to see a woman 
lending her aid to encrease the cruelty of her 
people's vengeance : we must however be just in 
our censures, and remember that Esther obeyed 
only the impulse of her age and nation, before 
the light of Christianity had shone, and when 

distanoee, supplied with horses and men ; and each with a master 
superintendent, whose business it was, to see the king's letters 
forwarded on without delay: there were besides foot posts, every 
few miles, who caEiied letters for shorter distances, and ran 
before the horses in dark nights carrying torchos. As these 
posts trarelled night and day, it was a common saying, that 
the king's commands trayelled swifter than the cranes. 
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the enlarged views of universal benevolence and 
forgiveness, were entirely unknown.* 

The Jews celebrate this signal deliverance by 
a fast, and feast ; the fast lasts one day, and is 
called the Fast of Esther, as this queen fasted 
before appearing uncalled before Ahasuerus ; the 
feast is called, the Feast of Purim, because 
Haman drew lots, or Pur, to ascertain the most 
fortunate day for the slaughter of the Jews. It 
generally lasts two days, and was anciently cele- 
brated with almost Bacchanalian licence, but in 
England it is only a time of conviviality and re- 
joicing, of giving alms, and meetings of friends, 
similar to our celebration of Christmas. All 
persons, including women and children, are 
obliged to appear in the synagogue, where the 
whole book of Esther is read; every time 
the name of Haman occurs, all the people join 
in an uproar of execration, clapping their hands, 
and stamping their feet, and crying out, " let his 
memory perish !" — " let his memory be blotted 
out!*' When the reading is ended, the people 
again exclaim, "Cursed be Haman," "Blessed be 
Mordecai," &c. : it was formerly customary to 
write the name of Haman on a stone, and then 
batter it with other stones until broken. 

* Esther did not cause the sons of Haman to be slain, but 
only their dead bodies to be hung on the gaUows, for the ten 
sons were slain the first day. We cannot therefore agree with 
Dr. Milman, that her conduct is so cruel as to warrant the con- 
jecture, that she might in later life have become as barbarous and 
rerengeful as Amestris, the wife of Xerxes. 
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The rest of the book of Esther recounts only 
the greatness of Ahasaerus, and the favor of 
Mordecai, who by his inflaence procured peace 
and prosperity to all the Jews. The tomb of 
Esther and Mordecai is shown at Hamadan, the 
ancient Ecbatana, which hence became a place 
of pilgrimage to the Jews. The original tomb 
was destroyed by Tamerlane, but a more humble 
one has been effected on its site, containing the 
supposed sarcophagi of these celebrated deli- 
verers of their nation. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

EZBA. NEHEMIAH BEBTJILDS THE WALLS OE 

JEBUSALEM. 

Ezra yiii. Nehemiah. 

In the seventh year of Artaxerxes 

B. C. ^ 

457. Lpngimanus, Ezra, a learned scribe of 
the sacerdotal race, descended in the direct line 
from Aaron, was sent to Jerusalem with a com- 
mission from the Persian king, to take upon 
himself the government of that city ; he was 
invested with full authority, even to the power 
of life and death, and might execute whatever he 
should judge to be conducive to the well being 
of his countrymen ; he was to rectify abuses, and 
above all, to restore the sacrifices and worship of 
the Temple. For this latter purpose, he was 
authorized to make a collection among the Jews 
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still resident in Babylonia and Persia, and even 
the royal treasury contributed ; also the governors 
of the neighbouring districts were commanded 
to supply him with wheat, oil, and wine, and what- 
ever else he should require for the maintenance 
of the daily sacrifices. Armed with these exten- 
sive powers, Ezra set out from Babylon, ac- 
companied by about seven thousand persons, 
including women and children, who, urged by his 
exhortations, or of their own choice, availed 
themselves of the king's permission to return to 
Judea.* The whole caravan rendezvoused on 
the banks of the river Ahava: the name is 
unknown, but it was probably not far from 
Babylon : here Ezra received his followers, and 
appointed a fast, to beseech the Lord to protect 
them, and bring them in safety to Jerusalem; 
for, he said, " I was ashamed to require of the 
king a band of soldiers and horsemen to help us 
against the enemy in the way, because we had 
spoken unto the king, saying ; The hand of our 
God is upon all them for good that seek him : 
but his power and his wrath is against all them 
that forsake him." 

Ezra and his company accomplished the pe- 
rilous journey without encountering any obstacles, 
and on delivering the king's letters, the new 

* The niunbers in Ezra amount to 1754i, but as these are only 
the men, and those probably of adult age, the number, aooording 
to actual calculation, including women and children, would 
amount to about 7,000. (See Dr. Kitto's notes.) Jahn makes 
the numbeon 6,000. 
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governor was acknowledged and received with 
respect by the Persian authorities. After oflfer- 
ing sacrifices of thanksgiving in the temple, 
Ezra set himself to the task of reforming the 
abuses, which had crept in with the long license 
of an unsettled administration. The chief vio- 
lation of the law was the people intermarrying 
with the idolatrous tribes of the country : even 
the priests and Levites had taken wives from the 
Samaritans and Ammonites, the Moabites and the 
Egyptians, and the pure race of the Hebrews 
was thus in danger of being lost : besides that 
idolatry would almost necessarily have followed. 
Ezra, by his authority and persuasion, prevailed 
upon the priests and elders to join him in re- 
forming this fatal abuse, and the book of Ezra 
closes with a list of those who put away their 
strange wives, and returned, in this particuW, 
to the law of Moses. 

The commission of Ezra lasted twelve years ; 
at the end of which time he was succeeded by 
Nehemiah, whom Artaxerxes appointed governor 
in the twentieth year of his reign, and sent him 
to Jerusalem with Authority to rebuild the walls 
of the city, and put the place in a posture of 
defence. On the arrival of Nehemiah, Ezra 
retired from public life, and devoted himself to 
the important task of revising the sacred books : 
by some he is thought to have gone into Persia 
to render an account of his government to 
Artaxerxes; but if he did, he returned, as we 
find him reading the Scriptures to the people at 
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the desire of Nehemiah, in the early part of his 
administration, besides being his adviser and 
supporter in all his reforms. 

Nehemiah, who succeeded Ezra as governor, 
was born in Babylon, and of noble extraction ; 
but whether of the tribe of Judah or Levi, is not 
agreed. He was selected to fill the of&ce of cup- 
bearer to Artaxerxes, a post of great honour and 
emolument, and which, by giving its possessor 
the opportunity of appearing before the king in 
his hours of ease and enjoyment, was often the 
means of procuring personal favors, and even of 
exerting a considerable influence in the royal 
councils. But Nehemiah, notwithstanding the 
honours and riches he enjoyed in Persia, was 
warmly attached to his own people, and when 
some of his brethren returned from a journey to 
Jerusalem, he enquired with deep and unaffected 
interest concerning the state of the city, and of 
those who had gone thither : their reply filled 
him with grief, for they said, *' the remnant of 
the captivity are in great affliction and reproach ; 
and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and 
the gates are burned with fire !" 

When Nehemiah heard these words, he sat 
down and wept, and mourned certain days, and 
fksted, and prayed before the God of heaven. 
He acknowledged with deep humility the sins of 
his people; they had not kept the command- 
ments, nor the statutes of Moses, and they had 
been scattered among the nations ; but he prayed 
3 F 
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that God would forgive them, and listen to the 
prayer of those who feared his name, and that 
he himself might prosper in his attempt to serve 
them, and find favor for this object before the 
king. 

Accordingly it happened, that when Nehemiah 
was next before the king, and presented him with 
wine, the king noticed that his countenance was 
sad ; this was unusual and displeasing, as kings 
are early accustomed to see people suppress their 
private feelings before them, and affect delight 
in their presence. No doubt, to appear other- 
wise than cheerful was a dangerous breach of 
Persian etiquette, for Nehemiah evidently felt 
the risk he ran ; and when Artaxerxes demanded 
* wherefore he was sad ? seeing he was not sick/ 
and that, therefore, it could only be ' sorrow of 
heart,' he was * very sore afraid/ But offering a 
mental prayer to God, he took courage, and told 
the king the cause of his sadness ; how the place 
of his fathers' sepulchres lay waste, and the gates 
of Jerusalem were consumed with fire. The 
king listened with favor, and when Nehemiah 
requested that he might be sent to Jerusalem 
with authority to rebuild its walls, and restore it 
to something of its former state, Artaxerxes 
granted him all he desired, only fixing a time 
when he should return, as he stood high in his 
master's favor, and was an officer of trust. It is 
mentioned that the queen was seated by the 
king's side, when Nehemiah hazarded this bold 
petition ; which strengthens the supposition that 
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this queen was Esther, as otherwise the circam- 
stance would scarcely have been mentioned by 
the sacred historian. 

We have stated in a previous chapter that 
there was a political reason, besides the favor 
uniformly shown by this prince to the Jews, for 
fortifying Jerusalem at this time. Artazerxes 
having been forced to conclude an ignominious 
peace with the Greeks, by the articles of which 
he was to have no fleets in their seas, nor send 
an army within three days' march of the coasts of 
Asia Minor, Judea might be considered a frontier 
province, besides being the key to Egypt, which 
made repeated attempts to throw off the Persian 
yoke, and at length succeeded. Neither were 
the districts bordering upon Judea very firmly 
attached to their Persian masters, and this was 
probably one cause of their opposition to the 
rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem ; as the Sa- 
maritans, Ammonites, and Moabites saw with fear 
and jealousy a city, which was impregnable by 
its situation, fortified, and thus able to hold them 
in check, should they revolt at any time from 
Persia. The Jews were naturally an adhesive 
people: their opinions and affections, right or 
wrong, have always been tenaciously maintained, 
and Artaxerxes could not act more advisedly for 
his own interests, than in gaining their attach- 
ment by his favors, and then placing in their 
hands a formidable stronghold, which they would 
be ready to keep against his enemies. These may 
be some of the second causes for the circum- 
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stances we are aboat to relate ; the first being 
the oYerraling providence of God, who tarns the 
hearts of kings to do his pleasure, and who was 
at this time graciously pleased to hear the prayers 
of his chosen people^ and restore them to pros- 
perity and peace. 

' Accordingly, Nehemiah received au- 

B. C. 

445. tbority from Artazerxes to rebuild the 
city and walls of Jerusalem ; he had also letters 
to all governors and officers in the provinces 
through which he passed, commanding them to 
guard him on the route, and to supply him with 
timber out of the royal forests, and whatever else 
he should require for the work ; and also to escort 
him in honour and safety through their respective 
governments. Thus attended with a guard of 
horsemen, and carrying with him the treasures 
he had accumulated in his lucrative office at the 
Persian court, Nehemiah arrived suddenly at 
Jerusalem, to the surprise and discomfiture of all 
the jealous neighbours of the despised Jews; 
more particularly of Sanballat the Horonite* 
(governor of Samaria), and Tobiah the Servant,t 
the Ammonite; for, says the historian, " it grieved 

* JE[oronaim was a city of note in Moab ; therefore from that 
it IB probable that Sanballat was a Moabite ; but Josephus says 
he was a Cuthite (or Samaritan) by birth. 

t * Tohiah the Servant,* implies that he had been in a servile 
condition ; he was, no doubt, a freed slaye, such as frequently 
rose to the highest employments. 
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them exceedingly that there was come a man to 
seek the welfare of the children of Israel." 

For three days Nehemiah gave no intimation 
of the work he was come to execute ; he merely 
took possession of the government: but at night 
he went, accompanied by a few of his servants on 
foot, and rode round the city, and viewed the 
ruins of the ancient wall, and examined its state. 
Then calling before him the rulers, he opened to 
them all the powers of his commission ; he pro- 
posed that they should immediately rebuild the 
wall, and set up the gates, that they might no 
longer be a reproach, and be despised by their 
enemies. The rulers entered joyfully into the 
views of their new governor, and answered una- 
nimously, ' let us rise up, and build the city !' 
But Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Ara- 
bian, when they heard of the proposal, laughed 
it to scorn, and asked them if they meant to rebel 
against the king ; for hitherto the Persian kings, 
however favourable to the Jews, had never per- 
mitted the city to be fortified. Nehemiah an- 
swered them in the manner of an Israelite of old : 
*• The God of heaven will prosper us, therefore 
we his servants will arise and build ; but ye have 
no portion, nor right, nor memorial in Jeru- 
salem." 

Nehemiah and the rulers then portioned out the 
work; every tribe and family had their place 
assigned, and soon the rubbish was cleared, and 
the walls began to rise out of their ruins. When 
half completed, Sanballat and the rest who had at 
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first mocked their design as a mere idle boast^ 
took alarm, and planned to fall npon the city by 
night, and destroy the works before they were 
finished ; but Nehemiah had timely intimation of 
their design. Whereupon he divided the people 
into two bands, one to work by night, and the 
other by day, and with swords girded on their 
sides, and guards placed at intervals, they fear- 
lessly continued their unremitting labour. When 
the walls were raised, but before the gates were 
up, Sanballat and his friends made an attempt to 
lure Nehemiah to a conference without the city ; 
but he refused to go, alleging the great work he 
was engaged in : " Why should the work cease," 
he returned for answer, '^ whilst I leave it and 
come down to you ?*' Yet they continued to im- 
portune him with messages, and even laid a yet 
deeper snare. Shemaiah pretended to have a 
prophetic warning that Nehemiah's life was in 
danger, and that having been accused of designs 
to make himself king, piessengers from Persia 
were coming to take him ; he therefore urged him 
to flee into the temple, and shelter himself there, 
without regarding the work of rebuilding the 
gates. But Nehemiah indignantly rejected the 
artful counsel, which he perceived came not from 
the spirit of prophecy, but was instigated by 
Sanballat; he continued to urge on the work, 
and all exerted themselves with such zeal, that 
in the surprisingly short time of fifty-two days, 
it was finished, and Jerusalem once more stood 
an impregnable fortress, girt with walls and 
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towers, able to bid defiance, if not to the vast 
power of Persia, at least to the attacks of her 
treacherous neighbours. 

To encourage the people in their arduous 
work, and enable them to endure the charge, 
Nehemiah relieved them from many oppressive 
burdens, which they groaned under through the 
covetous dealings of the rich ; for the tribute to 
Persia being levied on every man, be his means 
what it might, the poor were obliged to borrow 
of the more wealthy, and these latter taking 
cruel advantage of their necessity, exacted a high 
interest for their loans ; so that in a short time, 
the debts mounting up to more than the poorer 
sort could ever repay, they were forced to sell 
their fields and vineyards, the inheritance of 
their fathers, and even sell into bondage their . 
sons and daughters, to redeem their debts. Now 
it was forbidden in the most express terms by the 
law of Moses, for an Israelite to take usury, or 
interest, of another Israelite, and the present 
state of affairs showed the wisdom and humanity 
of the restriction ; for had this usury been suf- 
fered to continue unchecked, the rich and poor 
would soon have been as divided,— —the rich as 
haughty and unfeeling, and the poor as abject 

and miserable, as were the Patricians and 

Plebeians of Rome, from precisely the same 
cause. But Nehemiah wisely and vigorously 
interposed. Summoning the nobles and rulers 
to meet him, he rebuked them for their covetous- 
ness, and breach of the law, and to shame them 
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into better feeling, he instanced bis own eoadaet; 
for by a generoas forbearance, he had erer snee 
his arriral lired on his own means; he had 
exacted neither money nor com, the nsnal ap- 
pointments of all goremors, and had erm kept 
an open table at his own chai^, at which 150 
persons were daily entertained ; and this magni- 
ficent hospitality he maintained during the wIk^ 
twelve years of his goremment. Overpowered 
by his rebuke, and awed by his authority, the 
priests and nobles consented to renounce their 
unlawful gains, and took a solemn oath to restore 
the lands and money they had taken firom the 
poor. In the ancient mode of expressing con- 
tempt and reprobation, Nehemiah gathered to- 
gether the folds of his robe, and then shaking it 
out, ^thus, he exclaimed, shall every man be 
shaken out firom his house, and from his labour, 
that performeth not this promise!" **And all 
the congregation said Amen, and praised the 
Lord." The reform was salutary, and we hear 
no more of these usurious exactions for a length 
of time. 

Having completed the building of the walls, 
for which he had received his commission, Ne- 
hemiah returned to Persia to give an account of 
what he had done, and left Hanani and Hana- 
niah in charge of the city during his absence ; 
strictly enjoining upon them the utmost vigilance, 
as their enemies might surprize them while the 
people within the city were as yet few in num- 
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ber.* Nehemiah was well received by Artax- 
erxes, who gave him a new commission, with 
which he quickly returned to Jerusalem, and 
resumed the government. 

Much still required reform; his first object 
was to people the city, now occupying its former 
extended site, and therefore but thinly inhabited : 
he persuaded the princes to build houses in Jeru- 
salem, and their example was quickly followed 
by the rich, as the city was now a safe residence, 
defended by walls and gates, and no longer ex- 
posed to the attacks of the Samaritans and 
Ammonites. This not sufficing to fill the town, 
every tenth man was drawn by lot, and obliged 
to settle in Jerusalem, with his family. In this 
manner the city soon resumed a portion of its 
former greatness, so that Herodotus a few years 
later compares it to Sardis, the capital of Asia 
Minor. In making these dispositions it was 
necessary to know the tribes to which each family 
belonged, as well for the apportioning of the 
lands, as to prevent any who were not Le- 
vites or Priests, from officiating in the Temple. 
Having found a register with the names of such 
as came up with Zerubbabel, Nehemiah added to 
it the names of those who had followed since, 
while he expunged from it the names of those 

* This joTimey of Nehemifth immediately after completing 
the walls, is not to be confounded with his return to Persia 
twelre years later, at the obse of his first administration. CSee 
Prideaux,) 

3 G 
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families which had become extinct, or had de- 
serted to the Samaritans, and thus it happens 
that the names and numbers in the register in 
Ezra, and those in the seventh chapter of Nehe- 
miah, are in some parts different."*^ 



CHAPTER XXXV. 



EZBA BEADS THE LAW TO THE PEOPLE: THE SACBEB 
BOOKS COLLECTED AllTD BEYISED ; THE OBIGHT AJTD 
EOBM OP STETAQOGITE WOBSHIP. 

Nehemiah having now provided for the safety 
of the city, it remained to instruct the people in 
the law, which had been neglected during the 
long years of their captivity. Since their return, 
although the services of the temple were re- 
sumed, no provision was made for reading the 
Book of the Law to the people; nor indeed 
could tiie uneducated understand it, as Hebrew 
had ceased to be the spoken language. 

The Jews in the time of Ezra being mostly 
born in Chaldea, the common people spoke the 
Chaldean tongue, more or less corrupted, which 
henceforth became the current language of 
Judea. Also the written character of the ancient 

* The names of Nehemiah and Mordecai which occur in the 
hst of those who came up with Zerubbabel, are not the Mor- 
decai and Nehemiah which our histoiy gives account o^ but 
others, men of note doubtless, and perhaps members of the 
Ghreat Synagogue. 
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Hebrew was become obsolete, and the Chaldean 
character was generally used instead; and thus 
the written law itself, if in the hands of the un- 
learned, would have been a dead letter and unin- 
telligible. But while Nehemiah had been so 
vigorously and ably conducting the civil govern- 
ment of the nation, Ezra had been no less bene- 
ficially employed in preparing a perfect copy of 
the sacred books,* correcting any errors which 
might have crept into the text, rejecting all 
writings of less than fully acknowledged author- 
ity, and himself bringing up the history to his 
own time, by compiling the two books of Chro- 
nicles, and composing the memoir of his own 
government, and probably assisting in writing 
that of Nehemiah, and the story of Esther. In 
this arduous work, he was aided by the members 
of the Great Synagogue ; by which title is desig- 
nated the council of learned and pious Jews who 
assisted Zerubbabel in the settling and ordering 
all afiairs, on the return of the Jews from the 
captivity, and whose office continued under Ezra 
and Nehemiah, until after the time of Alexander 
the Great. The Jews reckon 120 members of 
the Great Synagogue ; not all contemporary, as 
some erroneously pretend, but following partly 
in succession from Daniel and his three friends, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who are 
counted amongst them, (though they all probably 

* See Prideamx. The whole of what follows, we borrow from 
the full and learned disouseion of the subject by Dean Prideaux. 
See bis Connexion of the Old and New Testament, vol. 1. 
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remained in Babylon,) to Simon the Just, who 
was High Priest, and died thirty years after the 
death of Alexander the Great. 

The work of Ezra consisted first, in collecting 
as many copies of the law as conld be procared, 
and carefully comparing them with one another 
to ascertain the true reading, and correct the 
mistakes of transcribers. Secondly, he collected 
all the inspired and authentic books of Scripture, 
and disposed them in their proper order, and 
settled the canon of the Old Testament up to 
his own time. These books he divided into 
three parts. 1st The Law, 2nd the Prophets, 
and 3rd the Hagiographa, or holy writings. 
According to Josephus, the Law contained the 
five books of Moses, from Genesis to Deuter- 
onomy. The Prophets contained, 1. Joshua, 
2. Judges with Ruth, 3. Samuel, 4. Kings, (both 
books in one,) 5. Isaiah, 6. Jeremiah, with his 
Lamentations, 7. Ezekiel, 8. Daniel, 9. the 
Twelve Minor Prophets, 10. Job, 11. Ezra, 
12. Nehemiah, 13. Esther: The Hagiographa 
contained, 1. Psalms, 2. Proverbs, 3. Ecclesi- 
astes, 4. Song of Solomon. This division made 
the books twenty-two in number, to correspond 
with the letters of the Hebrew Alphabet. 

This order has since been somewhat altered. 
The Law remains the same, but the Prophets 
are sub-divided into the former and the latter 
prophets. In the former are placed Joshua, 
Judges, Samuel, and Kings. In the latter, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the Twelve 
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Minor Prophets. The Hagiographa contains 
the Psalms, Proverbs, Job, the Song of Solomon, 
called the Song of Songs, Ruth, the Lament- 
ations of Jeremiah, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, 
Ezra, including Nehemiah, called the second 
book of Ezra, and Chronicles. This division 
makes twenty-four books, and in this Daniel is 
placed among the Hagiographa, or holy writings, 
but is excluded from the Prophets, as we have 
already noticed in his life.**^ 

All these books were not in the canon of Ezra, 
but it is probable that the books of Ezra, Nehe- 
miah, Esther, the two books of Chronicles, and 
Malachi, were added afterwards by Simon the 
Just ; the last of the Great Synagogue, and by 
whom the Canon of the Old Testament was 
finally closed. 

Thirdly, Ezra, in collecting the ancient books, 
added such particulars as were wanting to com- 
plete the history, or illustrate the meaning of par- 
ticular parts ; such as the death of Moses at the 
end of Deuteronomy, if that had not been already 
added by Samuel, or such phrases as, in Gen. 
XXX vi., 31, *' And these are the kings that reigned 
in the land of Edom, before there reigned any 
king over the land of Israel;" which would not 
have been written by Moses, before Israel was 
governed by kings. Also many of the names of 
places which had changed, were put in under 
their newer and better known designation. 

* Frideauz, toL i, page 370. Josephus against Apion, toI. 
yi., page 200 of his works. 
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Fourthly, He wrote tbe whole out in the Chal- 
dean character, that having become the one in 
common use. The old Hebrew character, which 
was the same as the Phoenician, from whence the 
Greeks derived theirs, was only retained by the 
Samaritans, in their copy of the law; it was 
never afterwards used by the Jews themselves. 

The Law being thns written out, and the 
Scribes instructed to read it, Nehemiah assembled 
all the people together on the first day of the 
civil year, which commenced at the Autumnal 
equinox, for the purpose of hearing it. It was 
the Jews' new year's day, and was ushered in to 
the sound of trumpets, from whence it was called 
the Feast of Trumpets: it lasted two days. 
Early in the morning, the people collected in an 
open space before one of the gates of the city, 
called the Water Gate, where a platform was 
erected, on which Ezra stood with thirteen of 
the princes and elders, thirteen scribes were 
also placed near. The book of the Law was 
then brought, out of which Ezra read in Hebrew 
a small portion, about five verses, which one of 
the scribes interpreted into the common Chal- 
dean dialect then spoken by the people; then 
Ezra read a farther portion, which was also in- 
terpreted, and so on, until noon, when Nehemiah 
dismissed the people to their homes,, that they 
might celebrate the feast the remainder of the 
day: for when the people heard the law, they 
wept, struck with sorrow and shame at their 
neglect of its precepts : but Ezra and Nehemiah 
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and all the elders comforted them, and bade 
them go and rejoice with their families, and send 
portions to the poor, to ' those for whom nothing 
is prepared,' and not to be sorry, for their 
strength was in the Lord. On the second day, 
they again assembled, and Ezra read as before, 
and the scribes * gave the sense,' and made the 
people understand the reading. When they 
came to the law respecting the feast of Taber- 
nacles, which fell on the fifteenth day of the first 
month, the people eagerly desired to keep it, as 
it was written : so they went forth and gathered 
branches of pine, and myrtle, and of the palm 
trees, and made themselves booths, and dwelt in 
them during the seven days of the feast, in re- 
membrance of the time when their fathers dwelt 
in tents in the wilderness: And during the whole 
of the feast, Ezra read the Scriptures to the 
people day by day ; a part of every day they 
listened to the words of their long neglected 
Law, a part they confessed their sins, and wor- 
shipped in prayer and penitence before their 
God. Struck with contrition, and eager to pur- 
sue a better course, they embraced the counsel 
of their governor and of their priests, and entered 
into a solemn covenant to obey the law they had 
now heard, and particularly in those points in 
which they had been most faulty. They pro- 
mised that they would not intermarry with idol- 
aters ; that they would keep the Sabbaths holy, 
and not allow merchandize to be brought by 
strangers to buy and sell on that day ; that the 
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Sabbatical year should be obsenred ; and finally, 
that the tribute and daes of the Temple shoold 
be no longer kept back, bat these, and the first 
firoits be jastly paid, and the Lerites and Priests 
be maintained, so that they coald perform the 
daily service, and offer the sacrifices ordained by 
Moses. Prideaux justly observes, that this 
covenant shews clearly that these essential insti- 
tutions of their Law, without which indeed it 
could not be observed, had been entirely disre- 
garded since their return from captivity; and it 
proves how great was the reform introduced by 
Ezra, and the vigilant and zealous Nehemiah. 
The Jews regard Ezra as the second founder of 
their Law, and they have just reason for the 
high reverence with which they look upon his 
memory ; for he not only restored the correct 
text of the sacred books, but made provision for 
the regular and weekly reading of them to the 
people, and to this wise and religious institution 
we may probably attribute the marked change 
which now took place in the Jewish character. 
From being prone to idolatry, and careless of 
their own peculiar religious rites, they became 
zealous and even fanatical observers of its most 
unimportant ceremonies; and every man, from 
the learned Rabbi to the poorest citizen, was 
thoroughly acquainted with its doctrine, if not 
witli its spirit. The public reading of the Law 
TFas now enjoined ; and Ezra employed a number 
of learned scribes to make, under his supervision, 
of the Scriptures, which were distributed 
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to the towns, and wherever there were two fami- 
lies who might always be counted upon to form a 
congregation. It became necessary, in conse- 
quence, to have places of meeting, where a copy 
of the Law could be safely deposited : hence 
arose synagogues, the establishment of which is 
placed by the learned in the age of Ezra, or soon 
after * 

Before the captivity there were ProseuchsB, 
which were open courts, like that in which they 
offered their prayers, round the Tabernacle, or 
like the courts of the Temple, when that was 
built: these were resorted tp by persons who 
were prevented by distance, or other causes, from 
attending at Jerusalem, but they were always 
built outside the cities, often on high places sur- 
rounded by groves of trees, to shelter the wor- 
shippers from the noon-day sun; nor does it 
appear that these high places, or courts, when 
merely for prayer (not for sacrifices, which could 
alone be offered on one spot, that is, in the Tem- 
ple), were forbidden ; except where altars were 
erected in them, or they were perverted to pur- 
poses of idol worship, as was too often the case 
under the reign of the kings of Judah and Israel : 
then the command went forth that they should 

* Some have maintamed that Synagogues were of yet more an- 
cient date, but the FroseuchsB eeem to have been intended, when- 
erer the assembling together for religious purposes occurs. The 
question is entered into at large by the learned Frideaux. See 
vol. i., page 433, &c. 

3h 
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be destroyed, and the groves cat down. These 
Proseuchee were, therefore, onlj places whither 
persons resorted to offer up their prayers, each 
by himself, as in the Temple, and for this par- 
pose of prayer they were suitable and sufficient : 
but when the Law was to be read, and a copy kept 
in every such place of meeting, another form of 
building was required, covered in, and supplied 
with an ark or chest, in which the Sacred Books 
' were deposited, under the care of responsible 
guardians.*' These were the Synagogues: they 
were uniformly built within the city gates, not 
outside, as were ^e Proseuchse. They multi- 
plied rapidly, so that every town had one or more 
in the time of the Apostles, not only in Judea, 
but in heathen countries; for wherever there 
were Jews, there was always to be found a syna- 
gogue : Jerusalem was said to possess upwards 
of four hundred in the time of our Saviour.f 

The service of the Synagogue consisted in re- 
citing prayers, reading the Scriptures and ex- 
pounding them, and preaching to the people. 

The prayers were at first simple, and accom- 
panied with few forms, but the service has been 
encumbered with many additions, and is now 
long. Their most sacred prayers are the Shemo- 
neh JEshrehj that is, the eighteen prayers, said to 

* A common saying of the Jews is, * Where there is no book 
of the Law, there can be no synagogue:' a strong proof that 
there were no synagogues before Ezra's time. 

t Fndeaux regards this as a mere hyperbolical expression, an 
-ncertain number placed to express a large one. 
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have been composed by Ezra, and the Great Syna- 
gogue: to these Rabbi Gamaliel* added another, 
a little before the destruction of Jerusalem, 
against the Christians and the Roman Empire. 
It is inserted as the twelfth, and forms a dis- 
pleasing contrast to the sublimity and faith 
which characterise the prayers ascribed to Ezra. 
As it shows the feelings of the Jews at the time 
of the Apostles, and corroborates the accounts of 
their violent opposition to the Christians, given 
in the book of the Acts, we shall give it as 
translated by Prideaux. 

12. . ** Let there be no hope to them who 
apostatize from the true religion ; and let here- 
tics, how many soever they be, all perish, as in a 
moment. And let the kingdom of pridef be 
speedily rooted out and broken in our days. 
Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, who destroyest 
the wicked, and bringest down the proud." 

These eighteen prayers were to be repeated 
three times every day, at morning and evening 
sacrifice, and at the close of the day. In later 
times, the people said over their phylacteries, and 
there were other prayers introduced before and 
after, which adds to the length of their service. 

The reading of the Scriptures consisted of, 1st, 
the Kiriath Shema, or reading of the Shema; that 
is, three distinct portions taken from Deut. vi., 
verse 4th to the end of the 9th : Deut. xi., verse 

* Babbi Gbmaliel, or Babbi Samuel the little, one of his 
Bcholars. 

t The Boman Empire. 
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13th to the end of the 2l8t : and Namben xr^ 
yerse 37th to the end of the chapter.* Sablime 
passages, declaring the onity and perfection of 
God, and the duty of inscribing his law on thor 
own hearts, and the hearts of their children, and 
observing its ordinances and its spirit in the duly 
routine of common life. This meaning was, how- 
ever, perverted by the Pharisees, who wrote its 
precepts on their garments, instead of on their 
hearts, and repeated the words of many prayers, 
instead of imbibing their spirit of hamility and 
devotion. 

The second part of the scripture reading was 
the Law, or five books of Moses : these were 
divided by Ezra into fifty-four sections, to agree 
with the fifty-four Sabbaths of their intercalary 
years ;t and as one section was read every Sab- 
bath, the whole was gone through in the year. 

* Shema is the first word jSmt, and, as is the manner of the 
Jews, gives the name of the whole. Deut. yL 4, 5. *' Hear, O 
Israel, the LoBD onr Qod is one Lobd, and thou shalt lore the 
Loss thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy sool, and 
with aH thy might." 7th. " And thou shalt teach them diH- 
gendy onto thy bhildzen, and shalt talk of them when thou 
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and 
when thou hest down, and when thou risest up," &c. From 
these '^ords the Jews think themselyes bound to repeat the 
Shema erery moming and erening. 

t A month was then added, the usual year consisted of only 
fifty weeks, as the Jews reckoned by thelimar months, and inter- 
calated a whole month whenever required. On oonunon years 
short portions were read together, to bring in the whole in fifty 
ths. 
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These sections are divided into fifty verses,''^ one 
of which was read in Hebrew, and then inter- 
preted by a Scribe or Levite into Chaldee, the 
spoken tongue. As there was service in the 
synagogues on two week days, as well as on the 
Sabbath, when the Law was also read, and as it 
was read in the evening Sabbath service, as well 
as the morning, for the sake of labourers and 
others attending then, who could not in the 
week days, the Law was repeated four times 
every year. After the Law, followed the reading 
of the Prophets, but this was not till the time of 
the Maccabees ; the Jews having been forbidden 
by their Syrian tyrant, Antiochus Epiphanes, to 
read the Law, a portion of the Prophets was sub- 
stituted in its stead, and when they recovered their 
freedom under the Maccabees, and the Law was 
again read, they did not discontinue the reading 
of the Prophets, but the first lesson was read out 
of the Law, and the second out of the Prophets. 
These writings were also divided into sections, so 
as to have the whole read in the course of the 
year ; they were also interpreted for the congre- 
gation into the Chaldee, or spoken language, 
three verses being read in Hebrew, and trans- 
lated in succession. 

The third part of the synagogue service con- 
sisted in expounding the Scriptures, and preach- 
ing to the people from them. This was done 
whilst reading them, or immedietely after. It 

* Not the same yenefi as in our Bibles. 
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was the custom to stand whilst reading out <A 
the sacred books, to express reyerence, and to 
sit down afterwards, when about to expound 
them, as then the teacher spoke only of himself; 
thus following the eastern manner, which is not 
like ours, to stand up to address an assembly. 
After the Law and the Prophets had been read, 
any competent person present might preach to the 
people, as we find the Apostles did, when they 
went to the synagogues of the Jews, and ^ preached 
to them Jesus and the resurrection.' 

As the service of the Synagogue was totally 
distinct from the Temple worship, its ministers 
were not confined to the priests and Leyites. 
Certain fixed officers were, however, appointed, 
to prevent confusion, and solemnly inducted into 
their charge ; of these the chief were the rulers 
of the Synagogue : these were elders, who regu- 
lated the afiairs of the Synagogue to which they 
belonged, and saw that the services therein were 
duly performed. Next to them, if not one of 
them, was the minister of the congregation, who 
offered up the prayers, and who was, therefore, 
called * angelj or ' messenger,' because be was, as 
it were, their representative in speaking before 
God in prayer. Thus in the Revelation, the 
bishops of the seven churches are called their 
* angels,' from this term in the Hebrew Syna- 
gogues. Next to this angel of the congregation 
came the deacons, who under the rulers, had the 
care of all things used in the Synagogue 
worship, and had charge of the sacred books. 
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They stood by when the Law and the Prophets 
were read, and corrected the reader if he read 
amiss; they presented the roll of parchment 
ready to open at the portion of Scripture for the 
day, and took it from his hands when the reading 
was completed. Thus we read in Luke iy., that 
when Jesus went into the Synagogue of Naza- 
reth, and stood up for to read, ^* there was de- 
livered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias ; 
and when he had opened the book, he found the 
place where it is written, the Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor : he hath sent me 
to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance 
to the captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord. And 
he closed the book, and he gave it again to the 
minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all 
them that were in the Synagogue were fastened 
upon him, and he began to say unto them"— 
This passage is rendered clearer by knowing also, 
that it was the custom for the rulers to call upon 
any one whom they judged able and fitting to 
read the Scriptures, or parts of them, as there 
was at first no fixed minister for that purpose. 
Besides the rulers and deacons, there was the 
interpreter, whose business it was to render the 
Hebrew text into Chaldee : to this office a salary 
was attached, as it required study and learning, 
and the interpreter became a regular minister of 
the Synagogue which employed him. 



428 SCSIPTUBE HI8TOBY. 

The Jews were accastomed to offer up private 
prayers three times a day,, at the morning and 
evening sacrifice, and at the going down of 
the san, when the evening sacrifice ceased bam- 
ing on the altar. As the Jews reckoned their 
day from sun rise, (that is, about six o'clock in 
the Spring and Autumn,) the morning sacrifice 
began at the third hour, or nine o'clock, and the 
evening at the ninth hour, or three o'clock : but 
on festival days, when the sacrifices were many, 
they commenced earlier: so that sometimes the 
evening sacrifice began at noon ; thus we find 
Daniel 'prayed and gave thanks to God three 
times a day.' 

At Jerusalem, devout Jews when they had 
leisure went up to the Temple, and offered up 
their prayer in its courts. When Peter and 
John healed the lame man sitting at the Beau* 
tiful gate of the Temple, they were going up at 
the hour of prayer, at the ninth hour,* or the 
evening sacrifice, at three o'clock. When the 
synagogue was near,' and it was open, it was 
usual to go thither to prayer at these hours, but 
if the synagogue were distant, or it was not 
synagogue day, then they repeated their prayers 
in private; or if they were in the street or market 
place, they would stand and repeat them where- 
ever they might chance to be, and our Saviour 
reproves the ostentatious Pharisees, for that they 
" loved to pray standing in the synagogues, or in 
the comers of the streets, to be seen of men :" 

* Actsiii. 
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they, no doubt, purposely contriTing that they 
should be in some public place, before the gaze 
of the multitude, when the morning and evening 
hours of prayer came. In many houses an upper 
room, generally on the roof, was set apart for the 
purpose of prayer, of which custom frequent 
mention is made, in both the Old and New Tes- 
tament ; in distant countries, these rooms would, 
if possible, face towards the Holy City, as we 
find in Daniel,* who went into his house, and his 
windows being open in his chamber toward Je- 
rusalem, he kneeled down, and ofiered his daily 
prayers three times a day. These are a few par- 
ticulars of the manner of conducting the service 
of the synagogues ; they are neeessarily imper- 
fect, but will serve to illustrate some passages of 
the New Testament, and as the synagogue wor- 
ship was first established under Ezra, or near 
his time, and most powerfully influenced the 
character of the whole Jewish people, it is right 
to know something of its practice, that we may 
trace its effect in their history. There can be no 
doubt, that to this institution was owing the 
better knowledge the people possessed of the 
doctrines of their religion, and their stronger 
attachment to it. When repeating daily, the 
sublime prayers of Moses and of Ezra, addressed 
to the One God and Creator of the universe, 
they could not, without a scarcely possible per- 

• Dan. Ti 10, 
3 I 
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version of the understanding, turn to the dis- 
gusting and absurd legends of Egyptian or 
Greek idolatry. They might be, and too often 
were, induced by the desire of gain, or the fear 
of oppression, to renounce the true worship of 
God, and yield a partial submission to idolatrous 
invaders; but from* the age of Ezra, idolatry as 
the great national sin, such as it had been before 
the captivity, was unknown. We shall find it 
difficult to account for this except by attributing 
it to the religious instruction which Ezra was the 
principal means of establishing, by multiplying 
copies of the Scriptures in the vulgar tongue, 
and by appointing teachers to read and expound 
them weekly to all the people. 

We have shown how justly merited is the re- 
verence paid by the Jews to the memory of 
Ezra ; it only remains to state that besides the 
book which bears his name, and the story of 
Esther, and part of Nehemiah according to 
some, he is considered to have compiled the two 
Books of Chronicles, from the public records 
kept by the prophets, called frequently * the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel,' or Judah : the 
two books of Chronicles were originally in one : 
but the Jews now adopt the division into two, 
which was first made by St. Jerome, (as likewise 
in the preceding book of Kings,) to agree with 
our concordances, the use of which they bor- 
rowed from the Latin church. In the Septua- 
gint, which is the Greek version of the Old 
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Testament made at Alexandria by seventy-two"^ 
Jews, by order of Ptolemy Philadelphus, the 
Book of Chronicles is distinguished as the book 
of " things omitted ;" they are supposed to be a 
kind of supplement to the former historical 
books. The prophet Haggai, and Nehemiah 
very probably assisted Ezra in digesting the re- 
cords of former prophets, into their present 
form: all that those records contained are not 
included in Chronicles, as some circumstances 
are referred to, which are not in Ezra's book. 
Besides these authentic writings, several spurious 
productions borrowed the revered name of Ezra: 
the two books of Esdras, in the Apocrypha, 
alone require notice. The first book which con- 
tains an historical sketch of the period between 
the passover of Josiah and the Captivity, was 
admitted into some copies of the Septuagint, and 
was in them placed before Ezra and Nehemiah, 
which were then in one, and it was called the 
first book of Ezra, and Ezra and Nehemiah 
were called the second book of Ezra: usually 
Nehemiah is called the second book of Ezra. 
The second book of Esdras was probably the 
production of a different author, but the learned 
are not agreed who, nor is it certain whether it 
was written before or after the time of Christ. 
Dr. Lee, Professor of Hebrew, at Cambridge, 
was inclined to regard it as the work of an 

• Said commonly by seventy-two, or the translation by the 
seventy ; an account of the tradition belongs to the priesthood 
of Onias II., when the translation was made. 
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Egyptian Rabbinical Jew.* It has never been 
admitted as the genuine work of Ezra, nor is it 
extant in any Hebrew or Greek manuscripts. 
We have already referred to the supposition that 
the Prophet Malachi was the same person as 
Ezra, but that the general opinion of the learned 
is against this opinion. 

The time and place of Ezra's death is not 
known with certainty. Josepbus says that he 
died and was buried at Jerusalem, but the more 
current opinion of the Jews is, that he died at 
2^mzuma, a town on the Tigris, while on his 
way to Persia,t to have an interview with Artaz- 
erxes on the affairs of the Jews. A tomb there 
bears his name, and is a place of pilgrimage to 
both Jews and Mahomedans. 

Before quitting the subject of the Canon of 
the Holy Scriptures, it may be interesting to 
our readers to follow it through some other 
comparatively unimportant revisions which it 
underwent, as to external form. We abridge 
the account chiefly from Prideaux. 

The question of how the verses in the ancient 
scriptures used in the Synagogues were marked, 
or if they were marked at all, except by each 
line being considered a verse, is a matter of 
doubt with the learned. We have seen that in 
reading the Law, after every verse the inter- 

* See Bishop Gray's Key to the Old Testament : in loco. 

t See Notes to the Pictorial Bible at the end of Ezra, where a 
full description of the tomb of the Prophet is giren by Dr. Kitto, 
visited it in 1882. 
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' preter translated it into Chaldee, and the same 
after every three verses of the Prophets, there- 
fore some way of distinguishing the proper 
quantity to be read each time must have been 
used : in any case however these are not the 
same divisions as those now called verses. The 
first great change was the dividing the books of 
Scripture into chapters, which was done about 
the year 1240, by Cardinal Hugo, who having 
laboured assiduously in the study of the Bible, 
drew up the first concordance, in which work 
he employed a number of monks, who collected 
the words under each letter of the alphabet, 
and enabled him to execute speedily so arduous 
a task. For the purpose of reference, he divided 
each book into sections, which are the chapters 
now in our Bibles. All students being eager 
to avail themselves of the help of Cardinal 
Hugo's Concordance, divided their Bibles in the 
same manner, and the Jews also adopted it. 
The Concordance of Cardinal Hugo was after- 
wards improved by Arlottus Thuscus, and Con- 
rad us Halberstadius, the one a Franciscan and 
the other a Dominican friar, who lived at the 
close of the same century. 

Thus the division of chapters was introduced, 
but not of verses as now, which was the work 
of a Jewish Rabbi, nearly two centuries later, 
in 1430. Cardinal Hugo had used the seven 
first letters of the alphabet, A. B. C. D. £. F. G., 
placed in the margin at equal distances, using 
more or fewer of the letters, as the chapters were 
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longer or shorter. Bat when Rabbi Nathan 
adopted the use of a Concordance, which he did 
in consequence of finding its utility in the con- 
troversies he held with Christians, and when 
he made one in Hebrew for the use of the Jews, 
he did not adopt the letters of Cardinal Hugo, 
but placed Hebrew numerals at every fifth 
verse, and this long continued to be the manner 
used in all Hebrew Bibles ; but Athias, a Jew 
of Amsterdam, published two very correct edi- 
tions of the Hebrew Bible, one in 1661, and the 
other in 1667, in which he introduced the asnal 
Arabic figures, and placed them at every verse, 
where the numerical Hebrew letters are not. 
Thus the Jews borrowed the division of chapters 
from the Christians, and the Christians the divi- 
sion of verses from the Jews. ' 

The present division of the New Testament 
into verses, was made in 1551, by Robert 
Stephens, a learned printer, who published an 
edition of the Bible at Paris, divided in this 
manner. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

THE BEST OP NEHEMTAH'S ADMIKISTBATION. TOBIAH 
EXPELLED THE TEMPLE. 3i£ANASSES ELEES TO SAMA- 
BLA. : A TEMPLE BUILT ON MOTINT GEBIZIM. 

After Nehemiah had spent twelve years at 
Jerusalem, using bis authority to reform abuses, 
and bring into subjection the factious and ill-dis- 
posed, he once more returned to the Persian 
court: here he probably resumed bis former 
office of cup-bearer, and enjoyed the favor of the 
monarch he had so ably served. At the end of 
" certain days — " supposed by Prideaux to be 
about five years, Nehemiah again returned to 
Jerusalem, with the authority of governor, as 
before. Abases had gained ground in his ab- 
sence, arising in great measure from the law 
against intermarrying with idolaters, not being 
observed. Tobiah the Ammonite, already men- 
tioned as the confederate of Sanballat in his 
designs against Nehemiah, had married the 
daughter of a leading man among the Jews, and 
his son had done the same ; by these connexions 
with the chief princes of Jerusalem they obtained 
a dangerous ascendancy in the city, which was 
openly exercised as soon as the opposing author- 
ity of Nehemiah was withdrawn. During his 
absence in Persia, the compliance of the High 
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Priest* went so far, as to allow Tobiah to occupy 
apartments in the Temple itself, for which pur- 
pose the stores laid up for the meat offerings, 
and for the support of the Levites, were re- 
mov^ed : several chambers were united into one, 
which was given up for the luxurious abode of 
this idolater. When Nehemiah discovered on 
his return, this flagrant violation of the sanctuary, 
he was deeply grieved, and instantly exerted his 
superior authority to expel the unlawful intruder. 
He cast forth all the household stuff of Tobiah 
out of the chambers, and had them cleansed and 
purified, and then restored to their original use, 
and again the vessels of the Temple, and the 
frankincense and other stores were laid therein. 

Another violation of the Law, called for the 
vigorous intervention of Nehemiah. The Sab- 
bath was profaned ; the Jews themselves openly 
trod the wine press, and brought in their burdens 
of com, and figs, and grapes, as on a common 
day ; besides this, foreign merchants and sellers 
of all kinds of ware, brought up their goods to 

* "JSUasMb the JPrieH." Keh^miah xiii., 4. Some hare 
thought this to be a different person from Eliashib the High 
Priest ; but we follow Frideauz, who satisfactorily proves them 
to be the same. See JPrid. Con. vol* L pa^e 446. It is evident such 
an appropriation of the chambers in the Temple could only be 
carried out with the consent of the High Priest, whose character 
in other respeots is not against the soppoeition: he is never 
spoken of as assisting Ezra and Nehemiah in their reforms, though 
from his office he ought to have taken a conspicuous part, as 
the prophets Haggai and Zechariah did : he is only mentioned 
as assisting in rebuilding the walls. 
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Jerusalem, and bartered them publicly, in open 
disregard of the law ; the governor forbade this 
desecration of the Sabbath, and when the sun 
set on the Friday night, the commencement of 
the Sabbath which lasted from sunset to sunset, 
he commanded the gates of the city to be shut, 
and no idolater on any pretence was permitted 
to enter. For once or twice the sellers came up, 
and encamped outside the walls ; but when time 
had been allowed for the new regulation to be 
known, Nehemiah refused to permit even this, 
and threatened to lay hands on them as enemies, 
which soon put an end to their bringing mer- 
chandize to sell on the Sabbath. 

Nehemiah corrected various other abuses 
which had crept in during his absence ; such as 
the non-payment of tithes, and the first fruits, 
which the covetous had evaded. But the most 
important exercise of his authority was com- 
pelling the Jews to put away the strange wives 
whom they had married. As the Law of Moses 
only forbade marrying wives who refused to be 
proselytes, it is evident that those who were now 
dismissed were idolaters, and therefore would 
have soon introduced the practices of idolatry, 
which had caused all the former sin and misery 
of the nation. * Even Solomon,' urged Nehe- 
miah, 'had transgressed through this, and yet 
there was no king like him, and should they 
then hope to escape?' Of those guilty of this 
offence, the most conspicuous was Manasseh, son 
3 K 
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of Eliashib the High Priest, who had married 
the daughter of Sanballat.* He refused to obey 
the decree, and fled with his wife to his father- 
in-law at Samaria, complaining to him how- 
ever, according to Josephus, of the hardship of 
losing the high priesthood for the sake of his 
daughter; on which Sanballat promised to build 
a temple on Mount Gerizim, the highest moun- 
tain in Samaria, and make him high priest of 
it, offering besides protection and lands to all 
the Levites who should follow him. Manasseh 
accepted an < offer which at once gratified his 
pride and resentment. Many Levites joined 
him, and Sanballat did as he had promised ; he 
built a rival temple on Mount Gerizim, gave 
lands to the expelled Levites, and the High 
Priesthood to Manasseh his son-in-law, and thus 
the enmity between the Jews and Samaritans 
was for ever perpetuated, and a separate wor- 
ship established : Manasseh took with him a 
copy of the Law, and this is the only portion of 
the Scriptures which the Samaritans receive.f 

We now reach the close of Nehemiah's long 
and vigorous administration. He was the last 
governor appointed by the Persian kings ; from 

* Some nations, as the Ganaanites, were entirely exduded 
from marrying with the IsraeUtes ; from others they were allowed 
to take wives, if converted, and of these were the Ammonites and 
Moabites : Buth was a Moabitess, yet from her was David de- 
scended. 

t The ancient Hebrew character is used in the Samaritan copy 
of the Law. 



27EHE1IIAH. 489 

this time Judea was united to the prefecture of 
Syria, and the executive authority left in the 
hands of the high priests, subject to the occa- 
sional interference of their Persian governors. 

The long order of inspired rulers and pro- 
phets is now closed, and we have no further 
records of their history from the Old Testament 
Scriptures. We must take them therefore partly 
from profane authors, and seek them in the 
accounts of those kingdoms, Egypt, Syria, 
Greece, and Rome, with which the history of 
the Jews becomes occasionally blended; but 
chiefly from the Two Books of Maccabees, and 
from Josephus the Jewish historian, who gives 
the fullest detail of the events of the period 
which intervenes between the closing of the Old 
Testament history, and the commencement of 
the New. 

As our limits will not allow us to continue the 
history through this period, we shall not enter 
upon it ; but reserve the history of the Jews to 
the taking of Jerusalem by the Romans under 
Titus for another volume, having now brought 
down the events to the last of the Prophets and 
the close of the Old Testament Scriptures. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

COKTEMFOBABT HISTOBY. 

The period of time occupied with the events 
of the preceding history, from the Building of 
Solomon's Temple to the return of the Jews 
from the Babylonish Captivity, and the rebuild- 
ing the walls of Jerusalem under Nehemiah, 
comprises about five hundred and fifty years, 
and contains two important epochs; viz., — the 
rise of Greece, and its glorious struggle with 
Persia, and the foundation of Rome. Besides 
these events in Europe, the First Assyrian Em- 
pire was overturned in the East, and became 
three kingdoms ; Babylon, Nineveh, and Media; 
while the most ancient lines of Egyptian kings 
came to a close, and that country lost its in- 
dependence, and fell under the yoke of Persia. 

While Judea flourished under Solomon, and 
the arts of peace, and the prosecution of an ex- 
tensive commerce, brought in their train the 
blessings of civilization and security, Greece 
could hardly be said to exist. Athens had in- 
deed changed her kingly government for annual 
Archons, but so miserable was the condition of 
the people from the want of order and subordi- 
nation, that nearly four hundred years later, 
(contemporary with Josiah, king of Judah,) they 
submitted to the cruel laws of Draco, rather 
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than endare the evils of anarchy. Solon modi- 
fied these laws, and established a republic on a 
j aster basis; this was however for a time set 
aside by the usurpation of Pisistratus and his 
sons, which last were expelled by the successful 
resistance of Harmodius and Aristogiton, when 
the people resumed their liberty, and retained it 
during their glorious struggle with Darius and 
Xerxes. These events happened during the 
captivity of the Jews in Babylon ; the end of 
the Pisistratidse, being contemporary with the 
government of Zerubbabel, and the rebuilding 
of the Temple. 

Then followed the famous invasion of Xerxes, 
and his ignominous retreat, when Oreece may 
be said to have attained her highest point of 
glory: she carried on the war against Persia, 
and retaliated upon her haughty foe all the 
injuries and insults she had formerly heaped 
upon her, until a peace glorious for Greece and 
deeply humiliating for Persia, put an end to 
the contest for a time, and restored a deceitful 
calm. It was to the conditions imposed on 
Artaxerxes Longimanus by this treaty, which 
obliged him to withdraw his fleets from the 
Grecian seas, and give liberty to the Grecian 
colonies in Asia Minor, that the Jews owed the 
rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem; Artax- 
erxes being desirous of strengthening those tri- 
butary and distant provinces of his empire, 
which might form a barrier to the power of 
Greece. 
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By comparing the state of Jndah and Israd 
with Greece, before the time of Solon, we shall 
see that howoTer these kingdoms had departed 
from the laws of Moses, and had lost some of 
the pecaliar blessings which the observance of 
those laws procored them, yet even thns they 
were in a far better condition than were the 
hordes of half-ciTilized tribes which peopled the 
loTely shores of Greece. The era commonly 
called the first Olympiad, 776 b. c, whence the 
onion of the different Grecian cities is dated, was 
contemporary with the reign of Uzziah, king of 
Judah, before which time Jndea had already en- 
joyed its greatest prosperity, and was fast sinking 
into idolatry and rnin. And even when through 
years of anarchy and violence, the Greeks at 
length passed under the reign of law and order, 
the state was subject to violent and sudden 
commotions, caused by the struggles of parties, 
and the ambitious designs, real or suspected, of 
their leading statesmen and generals. The poorer 
classes were generally ill-provided for, and fac- 
tion too often drove the wisest and the best 
citizens into exile. The end of the Persian war 
brings the Grecian history up to the time of 
Nehemiah's government, and the last of the pro- 
phets of the Old Testament. 

Carthage, a colony from Tyre, was founded by 
Dido, about 869 before Christ. Following the 
example of their mother country, its citizens 
cultivated commerce and maritime enterprize, 
which soon raised Carthage to riches and import- 
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ance, and made her the rival of Rome. Bat she 
did not attain her highest pitch of greatness, 
until after the period when this history closes. 

Tyre, with her merchant princes, possessed, 
during the early part of our history, the mari- 
time power of the Mediterranean, and extended 
.her commerce, it is believed, as far as Britain, 
attracted chiefly by the tin mines of Cornwalf : 
we have related how Hiram, kingof Tyre, joined 
Solomon in carrying on the trade of the Red 
Sea. The Phoenicians were amongst the earliest 
navigators of the ancient world, and drew im- 
mense riches from their commerce with the cities 
and kingdoms bordering the Mediterranean; 
they were able to endure a siege of thirteen 
years by Nebuchadnezz&r, 672 b. c, before they 
were subdued, and were yet strong enough to 
make a vigorous though unsuccessful resistance 
to the arms of Alexander the Great, about two 
centuries afterwards. 

The foundation of Rome, 753 b. o., is the 
most important of the historical epochs of this 
period : it was contemporary with the latter end 
of the kingdom of Israel, and twenty-five years 
before the reign of Hezekiah, king of Judah. 
This city, the future mistress of the world, rose 
by slow degrees, and passed through convulsions 
from civil broils, revolutions, and foreign wars, 
such as seemed to threaten its destruction, but 
oat of which it raised itself by its innate vitality, 
and grew stronger and haughtier for every 
struggle. 
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Like all ancient states, Rome began under 
kings, and was monarchical for more than 200 
years. The fall of Tarquin ended the reign of 
kings, though not without a severe struggle and 
many attempts on the part of Tarquin and his 
partisans to return; a Republic was established, 
the chief authority residing in two Consuls^ 
annually chosen. These magistrates headed 
their armies, and presided over the public affairs 
at home. But the extreme inequality of the 
rich and poor, the Patricians and Plebeians, was 
a crying evil which their laws never met : it was 
a radical fault in the constitution of Rome, and 
repeatedly brought the whole state to the brink 
of ruin. Usury, which bowed down the poor 
Plebeian, and placed him at the mercy of his 
Patrician creditor, was nowhere carried so far, 
nor produced more fearful results; joined as it 
was to ill defined political rights, which were 
always being contested by both parties, and were 
rejected or yielded to, as power or faction pre- 
vailed; but rarely from the principle of justice. 
To balance the natural superiority of the power- 
ful and upper classes, with the just claims of the 
more numerous but uneducated lower classes, 
has always been a difficult problem with poli- 
ticians; and nothing marks more strongly the 
divine origin of the Mosaic Institutions, than 
the wise provisions which rendered the Jewish 
nation free from those fierce contests of class 
with class, which prevailed in countries which 
boasted themselves to be the wisest and greatest 
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nations of the world. The division of the public 
lands, so vehemently demanded, and so obsti- 
nately withheld at Home, was fixed by the law 
of Moses on a basis which could never be shaken, 
simply by the year of Jubilee every fifty years ; 
which restored the original possessions in land 
to every tribe and family, independent of any 
sale or agreement whatever. Excessive poverty 
could thus never continue in a class, though 
individuals there would always be, who fell into 
temporary distress. Usury also, as all interest 
of money was then called, was not allowed by 
law to be taken by one Israelite of another ; 
therefore no man could have his debts doubled 
and trebled by the mere lapse of time, until 
they amounted to sums incredibly large, and 
beyond all means of liquidating, as was the case 
at Rome, and reduced the Plebeians to a state of 
debt, and consequent dependence on the Patricians 
from which they could never hope to escape. 
Whence, but from a divine source, could Moses 
derive the wisdom which in such an age, pro- 
vided a remedy for this most dangerous abuse ? 
If it be said that he learnt it in Egypt, we 
would ask if, under the Pharaohs, we have 
proof of their possessing such a perfect polity ; 
or, on the contrary, whether the separation 
between the lower and upper castes, was not 
complete and unalterable, and the mass of the 
people held in perpetual bondage. 

Another comparison, favourable to the Mosaic 
laws, and which has been already mentioned in 
3 L 
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the former volume of this work, is the differ- 
ence in the constitution of the Priesthood. In 
all countries where the priesthood under what- 
ever name governed the minds of the people, 
and alone possessed the power of interpreting 
the supposed will of the gods, or of giving 
authority to the religious hopes and aspirations of 
the human heart, there always appeared a strong 
tendency to encroach on the civil power, and to 
engross more than a just share of the wealth 
and honours of their country ; add to which the 
almost invariable practice of an educated priest- 
hood in barbarous ages, of keeping the really 
superior knowledge they possessed confined to 
their own body, and holding the rest of the 
people in ignorance. The Essoteric and Exoteric 
teachings of Egyptian priests, and Grecian phi- 
losophers, (that is, what they taught the initiated 
few, and what they publicly taught to all their 
disciples,) were notoriously not the same; the 
former was carefully reserved to themselves, and 
never allowed to enlighten the vulgar. Compare 
with this the institution of the Levites. Separ- 
ated, it is true, from the other Tribes, by being 
devoted to the Temple service, which however 
they only attended upon twice a year, a week 
each time, they were provided for by the state ; 
but this provision was moderate, only four cities 
with adjacent land in each tribe, instead of 
having their portion in one large district. By 
this apparently simple arrangement, the Levites 
could never obtain grants of land, and become 
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possessors of more than their share of the soil ; 
while they passed their daily life removed from 
want, but not endowed with wealth, and could 
devote themselves to the study of the Law, which 
embraced both their civil and religious institutions. 
They were the Scribes, or lawyers, the Physi- 
cians, the learned Rabbins ; but we see no foun- 
dation for supposing them to assume, as a body, 
an undue preponderance in the state, nor to 
attribute the occasional difference in the ac 
count given in the Books of Kings and Chro- 
nicles, to the prejudices of the priests who made 
the records, and who it has been asserted favored 
some kings, and neglected or blamed others, 
merely because those princes resented their own 
encroachments. If kings were idolatrous, and 
set their authority above that of the Prophets 
and Priests who declared to them the will of 
God, they deserved rebuke, and were sure to 
incur punishment; for the kings were only 
vicegerents of Jehovah, set over his chosen 
people, and their power was, or ought to have 
been, held as a delegated authority, the exer- 
cise of which they were responsible for to God, 
the invisible but sole sovereign of the Jews, his 
peculiar people. When therefore the prophets, 
or high priests, delivered the word of God to 
their kings, they represented the power of Jeho- 
vah, whose commands they gave ; and when the 
kings of Judah and Israel refused to obey these 
commands, or set up idolatry instead of the pre- 
scribed Temple worship, they violated the most 
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fundamental and imperative of their laws,** and 
though nominally kings, were really guilty of 
high treason to the Theocracy. They therefore 
are justly said to have ^ done evil in the sight of 
the Lord ;' and it must be remembered, that the 
evil they did, brought upon the country, not 
only idolatry as a national degradation, but as 
the certain precursor of national ruin and capti- 
vity. The prophets being empowered to foretell 
this, and to use their utmost efforts to prevent it, 
were more alive to the sin of idolatry than their 
princes, and more fearful of its consequences. 
They would have been faithless chroniclers, had 
they recorded such kings as good. What they 
might be, viewed as heathen monarchs, reigning 
by their own right, is not the question here ; it is 
simply whether they carried out the laws of the 
Theocracy, or sought to evade them; whether 
the institutions of Moses were maintained or 
not ; whether the true worship of God, or the 
idolatry of Baal, was the national religion. 

We leave Rome struggling with faction at 
home, and but just recovered from the convul- 
sions and wars which followed the expulsion of 
Tarquin: the Romans sent to Athens for the 
■laws of Solon, and the Decemviri were chosen 
to digest those laws, and carry them into force, 
about twenty years before the close of the Old 
Testament history. 

Turning to the contemporary period in the 
east, we see the subdivision of the First Assyrian 
Empire into three kingdoms, each powerful, and 
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by tarns conquering the others, and subduing 
the whole of civilized western Asia: we have 
rapidly traced the career of Cyrus, and his suc- 
cessors, to whom the returned Jews were tribu- 
tary. Under Artaxerxes Longimanus the walls 
of Jerusalem were rebuilt, and from that time 
there was no important change in their rela- 
tions with Persia, until the final overthrow of 
Darius by Alexander the Great, and the found- 
ing of the four great monarchies whiclv rose 
after his death. Of these kingdoms, Syria and 
Egypt exercised a disastrous influence on the 
fortune of the Jews, but their wars and oppres- 
sions belong to a later period, and are not com- 
prised within this portion of our history. 
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Nisan, nearly answering to March. 
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or Abib.) 
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Jair 


. ... April. 
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Sivan 


. ... May. 
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Thammuz ... . 


June. 


11 
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Ab 


. ... July. 


12 
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Elul 


. ... August. 
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Tisri 


. ... September. 
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8 


Marchesran... . 


. ... October. 


3 


9 


Casleu 


. ... Noyember. 


4 


10 


Thebet 


. ... December. 


5 


11 


Shebat 


January. 


6 


12 


Adar 


February. 



These names of the months were not in use before the Capti- 
vity, and it is uncertain from whence they were derived; whether 
from the Egyptians, Phoenicians, or Chaldeans, but most pro- 
bably the last. The first month is called Abib in Exodus, which 
means the month of the yoimg ears of com, and was probably 
the Egyptian name for that month: the other months were 
anciently distinguished only as first, second, third, &c. 

The Hebrew months do not exactly coincide with our months, 
as their year was reckoned by twelve lunar months, which began 
when the new moon was visible. Persons were posted on 
elevated places to announce her first appearance, when the Feast 
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of the New Moon was immediately proclaimed bj| soimd o^ 
trumpet. As twelve lunar months do not make up tho solar 
year, a month called Ve-adar, or the second Adar, was mter- 
calated every third year, which made the two years agree. To 
secure this agreement of the years, and the regularity of the 
seasons, the Law obliged the priests to offer on the Altar, on the 
second day of the Passover, or sixteenth of the month Nisan, 
a sheaf of ripe com : if therefore on the last month of the year, 
Adar, they perceived the com would not be ripe, they intercalated 
the additional month, which happened commonly every third 
year. 

The Civil year began with the month Tisri, the Autumnal 
equinox ; but after the departure out of Egypt, the Sacred year 
commenced with the month Abib, afterwards called Nisan. 

Dr; Jahn is of opinion that the Hebrew years did not begin 
with March and September, but with April and October, before 
the time of the Bomans, and that the Jews made the alteration 
to agree with their mode of reckoning, but this is contrary to 
the assertion of the Rabbins, and to the Tables of Hebrew 
months usually followed. 



HEBREW WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 






£. s. 


d. 


Gerah, or Hebrew Obolus, in value about 





li 


The Half Shekel 


1 


•li 


Shekel of Silver 


2 


3 


Shekel of Gold 


18 


3 


Talent of Silver 


342 3 


9 


Talent of Gold 


5475 






Note, There is no trace of coined money being in use before 
the Captivity: merchandize was valued at so much weight of 
silver. After the Captivity, the Jews used the money current in 
other nations; they first coined money under the Maccabean 
princes. 
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' > BOMAJPf MONEY. 

g •' £. *: d. 

AMiite, about 0|, 

A Farthing... U 

A Fenny, or Denarius ... 7| 

A Pound, or Mina ... ... 3 2 6 



Note, The real value is not however shown by these tables, 
as gold and silver was worth, in the fourth century before 
Christ, about ten times its.value in England, in the last century. 



ft. in. ft. in. 

A Common Cubit 1 6 ; or 1 9 according to some. 
The Sacred Cubit was longer : how much is uncertain. 
A Sabbath day's journey — ^rather less than a mile. 
A Day's journey — ^from twenty to thirty. miles. 



THE END. 
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